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The Copy of 4 Letter ſent to the Writer of 
Mr. HERVEY' Lies. 


SIR, 


I SEE by the Advertiſements, that Tye LeTTERS 
of the late excellent Mr. Hervey, to which, | un- 
derſtand by a common Friend, you have engaged to 
prefix an Account of him, are foon to be publiſhed, 
'l he Demand for them will undoubtedly be. very great, 
eſpecially by thoſe who favour the Calvini//ic Doc- 
trines ; but methinks I would not have ſuch elegant 
and valuable Writings confined to any particular Set 
of Chrittians, as they are capable of being extenſively 
uſeful to Men of all Denominations, it read with a 
due Spirit of Candour and Moderation. In order, 
therefore, to remove the ObjeQions, which may pro- 
bably be made (by many and ſome of them very good 
Men too) who differ from Mr. Hervey, particularly 
thoſe who paſs under the Name of Arminians, I ſhould 
be glad, if you could contrive to communicate to the 
Public the modeft Apology, which we find in another 
of this Author's Works, and likewiſe the Remarks, 
which I have here ſubjoined. 

Mr. Herwey, in his Meditations, Vol, I. p. 271, has 
inferted a Note relating to the Doctrine of Imputed 
Righteouſneſs ; which, fays he, in my own Opini- 
* on, and in that of many great Expoſitors, is the 
* myſtical and moſt ſublime Meaning of the Wedding 
„ Garment, ſo emphatically and forcibly recommend- 
« ed in Scripture, Mast. xxii. 2—A Doctrine, which 
though ſome of thoſe, who honour my M ditations 
« with a Peru'al, probably may not receive with much, 
it any, Approbation, I hope the whole Performance 
© will not be caſhiered for one Difference in Sentt- 
ment, and I beg that the Sentiment itſelf may not 
* haſtily be rejected without a ſerious Hearing.“ 


Vo I. II. a This 
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This is the Language of Mr. Hervey, of Reaſon and 
of Candour. Every Sentiment of a pious and learned 
Man, and every Interpretetion of Scripture given by 
ſuch a one, deſerves the moſt ſerious Hearing, and the 
moſt attentive Confideration.—Still the beſt and molt 
unprejudiced Men will think differently upon farticu- 
lar Points; and what affords Con viction to one, will 
fall very ſhort of it to another —Yet furcly They, 

who think differently from good Mr. Herwey on ſome 
Points, ſhould not refuſe to hear his Arguments even 
upon thoſe very Points ; much leſs ought they to re- 
Je the whole of his valuable Works en that Account : 
The firſt would ſhew great Prejudice, and Diftrutt of 
their own Sentiments ; and the latter would indicate 
equal Weakneſs and Folly —Methinks the decent 
Regard which Mr. Herwey has in many Inſtances ſhewn 
to thoſe of a contrary Opinion to himſelf, ſhould give 
his Writings a proper Weight amongſt the Arminians, 
and make his Tenets and thoſe of every pious Anthor 
with whom he diſagrees (probably more in Expreſſion 
than in Subſtance) to be examined with the ſame Cool- 
neſs and Impartiality. Thus proper Allowances being 
made, the Works of the Calviniſis, would be read by 
Arminians ; and the Works of the Arminians would be 
read by the Calviniſis with mutual Candour and no in- 
conſiderable Benefit.“ Few have Abilities to qualify 
them for good Diſputants; but it is in every one's Pow- 
er, and it ought to be in their Diſpoſition, to become 
good Chriſtians. And the moſt effectual Way is to attend 
cloſely to the Concerns of our common Chriſtianity, 
regardleſs of thoſe Diſtinctions, which many are not 
capable of Underſtanding, and which have too long 
ſet Mankind at Variance with each other. 

It is very obſervab'e, that when this particular Con- 
troverſy between the Calviniſis and Arminians was agi- 
tated with the moſt unhappy Heat; the inſtructive, 

candid, and eloquent Dr. Bates F maniſeſted his ſupe- 
rior 


nn. 


* See Dr. IVatts's Orthodoxy and Charity United. 
I See Letter XCV. p. 241. of this ſecond Volume. 
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rior Regard to univerſal Charity, by avoiding every 
Expreſſion which might lead the pious Reader into 
the perplexed Diſtinctions, or harſh Cenſures made 
uſe of on either Side. I own, with Grief, that this 
was then a Kind of Singularity ; but I eſteem it not 
leſs an Excellence in that Writer: And were his 
laudable Example univerſally followed, Doubts and 
Difficulties might remain, but Prejudice and Animoſity 
would be no more. 

But let it be further conſidered, that ſome of Mr. 
Herwey's Expreſſions are liable to Interpretations very 
different from his Meaning ; and that ſome of them 
do not ſufficiently convey his Meaning. It has been 
remarked, that in the well known Letter of his to the 
condemned Malefactors at Northampton *, he has not 
ſo much as once mentioned Repentance to them, 
But a candid Reader will take it for granted, that 
Mr. Herwey, when he exhorts them, “ To pray, 
* that they may come to Chriſt, that they may be- 
* lieve F in Chiift, that they may be found in Chiifſt,” 
Sc Oc. deſigns to include in thoſe Expreſſions what 
an Arminian, writing upon the ſame Occaſion, would 
have ſliled the eſſential Duties of a deep Repentance 
for their Sins, and an earneft Reſolution of Amend- 
ment, ſhould their Lives be prolonged -H had been 
long uſed to thoſe Expreſſions, and adhered to his own 
Language and Ideas — So would an Arminian have 
done, and yet their Meaning might be nearly the ſame. 
—All therefore I contend for is, that we ſhould put the 
beſt Conſtruction we can upon the Meaning of others, 
eſpecially of eminently good Men like Mr. Herwey, 
and ſhould be very cautious of injuring their Cha- 
raters, and the Uſefulneſs of their Works, by wreſt- 
ing their Expreſſions contrary to their Deſign, by 
deducing from their Principles ſuch Contequences, 


as they would deteſt, and aggravating their Features, 
| like 


* Sce Vol. II. p. 128. | 
+ See Ads xvi. 31. where St. Paul uſes nearly the 
ſame Words to the Keeper of the Priſon, as Mr. Her- 


wvey does to the Priſoners, 


BE 
like thoſe of a Saracen into Deformity and Terror, 
This can never be the Method of reconciling contend- 
ing Writers in the Bond of Peace, of improving our- 
ſelves, or of propagating the Caufe of vital Religion, 
how honeft or zealous ſoever may be our Intentions. 

What a Pity it is, fays a late candid Writer, that 
«* Calvinifls and Arminians, by their unſeemly Diſ- 
« purtes, malicious Invectives, and diſengenuous Con- 
* duct, ſhould contribute to the malignant Trirmph 
„of Infidels, and give them Cauſe in the Gall of 
their envenomed Hearts to cry out, See how theſe 
« vilify one another! 

* Arminius was Proſeſſor of Divinity in the Uni- 
'« verſity of Leyden, a Man of great Learning, of a 
« ſtrict Life, and of a moſt meek Spirit “ ;—and 
&« it is likely that he and his Followers mean pret- 
« ty near the ſame Thing by the Word GRACE, 
c which the Calvinils do by IVPUTED RIGH- 
« TEOUSNESS. Each Party maintain that with- 
% out Holineſs no Man ſhall fee the Lord, and 
„that there. is no Name under Heaven given 
„ unto Men, whereby we muſt be faved, but only 
*« the Name of the Lord Jesvs. If any one had 
« aſked Arminius, whether he did not hold, that 
« Heaven, that is to ſay, our Inheritance in it, 
« was the fole Purchaſe of Chriſt's Blood, he 
« would have undoubtedly anſwered in the Affir- 
e mative. And if, on the other Hand, one had 
« aſked Mr. Calvin, To whom is it, that Chriſt 
„ is the Author of Salvation? His Antwer would 
have been, To thoſe, that obey Him. Why ſhould 
« Believers in the fame common Redeemer be mul- 
« tiplying Words without Cauſe, and charging each 
« other with ſuch Opinions, as each Party in their 
„% Souls abhor ? This is a ſtale Device of the De- 
„ ceiver of Mankind; and it is ſtrange, that Chriſtian 
0 Profeſſors do not ſee through and avoid it. I would 

n moe 


His Attachment to his Principles expoſed him to 
great Sufferings; which affords a ſtrong Preſumption 
of his Sincerity. 
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« not be underſtood to aſſert, that there is no Differ- 
« ence of Opinions between Arminians and Calvi- 
« nifts: My Meaning is, that it is not near fo great, as 
« it is apprebended to be, and the Way to heal, is not 
&« by-railing and reprogchtul Language, but by fair and 
calm Reaſoning, and modeſt Appeals to the Holy 
„ Scripture. 

« Doubtleſs many Men, who will never know, till 
“ they come to Heaven, where the Queſtions ſtick be- 
« tween Arminius and Calvin, will yet in this World 
be tampering with, and thereby perplexing the Con- 
« troverſy ; and therefore - juſtly by 0 ſy Bodies 
« fall under the Reproof of St. Jude for meddling and 
«« ſpeaking Evil of thoſe Things, which they underſtand 
not.“ 

And as a farther Confirmation of my own Sentiments 
on this Subject, as well as of thoſe abovementioned, I 
am glad of this Opportunity of introducing an excellent 
Paſlage from a Letter * written in 1717 by the learned 
Mr. Cotton Mather, Miniſter of Boſton in New England, 
- whoſe Zeal for Calviniſm is well known. 

© Being myſelf a Calviniſt, I muſt needs differ pretty 
« much from a Gentleman who profeſſes himfelf an 
« Arminian. But I confider what thoſe Maxims of 
& Piety are, which engage the Arminian to maintain 
his diſtinguiſhing Poſetions. Thoſe Maxims are, 
« That the Holy and Sin-hating Lord muſt not be 
« reproacked as the Impeller of Sin, whereof he is the 
„ Revenger: That our Merciful Father muſt not be 
„ blaſphemed, as if He dealt after an illuſory Manner 
« with Men, when he invites them to His Mercy : 
** That none among the Fallen Race of the Fir/# Adam, 
ate to be ſhut out from the Hopes of Lite, in the 
Death of the Second Adam That impenitent Un- 
« believers muſt not caſt on God the Blame of their 
« Unbelief; but the Wicked mult lay wholly on them- 
« ſelves the Fault of their own Deſtruction : And, That 
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* See the Collection of Occaſional Papers, Vol. III. 
No. iv. p. 27, 28. Edit. Lonaon 1718, in 8 vo. 
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„Men muſt work out their own Salvation with as 
« mach Induſtry, and Vigilancy, as if all turned upon 
their -own Will and Care, whether they ſhall be 
« ſaved or no. Now, theſe are Maxims, which every 
„ pious Calviniſt will alſo moſt heartily conſent unto. 
« And, if I ſhould repeat the Maxims of Piety, which 
% make me fall in with the Poſition of a Calviniſt, as 
* requiſite to the ſupporting them, I am confident the 
“ pious Mr. * * * would moſt heartily ſubſcribe unto 
them. And we fhall both of us have the Modeſty 
« to confeſs, that we have alſo to do with Matters, 
* which are to us incomprehenſible. Now, if good 
« Men are ſo united in the Maxims, which are the 
Exp, for the ſerving whereof they declare that they 
« purſue their Controverſies; why ſhould not this 
« Uniting Piety put an End unto their Controverſies ? 
&« and beat their Swords into Plough-ſhares, and their 
« Spears into Pruning-hooks 9” | 

Nothing could be more natural than for the con- 
ſcientious Mr. Hervey. to propagate, to the utmoſt of 
his Power, thoſe Sentiments which he thought moſt 
conducive to the Glory of God, and the Salvation of 
Mankind ; and moſt agreeable to the true Spirit of 
Chriſt's Goſpel. —Every pious and fincere Chriſtian, 
whether Calwiniſt or Arminian, will indeed do the 
like: — Vet ſurely it can be no ways repugnant to any 
of theſe, to cultivate the Principles of Moderation 
here expreſſed; and to endeavour at leaſt to reconcile 

ood Men of different Perſuafions.—It is therefore, 

may fafely ſay, no leſs your Wiſh than mine, that 
ſuch candid Principles may be diffuſed : And to ſee 
them communicated to the Public, on ſo proper an 
Occaſion, will be a peculiar Satisfaction to him, who 
is, with great Reſpect, | | 


STIR, 


Your very humble Servant, 


J. 8. 


L E T TE N 
Of the late 


Reverend Mr. HERVEY. 
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*. dear 3 


Lt: lad to find that the beloved 
ene er called at your Houſe, and 
BY 7 gave you fo. much of his Company. 
8 . Cold as the Weather was, did not 


wo T 
— — | 
your Heart burn within you? Burn 
Fu W3! with Zeal and Love for that all-glo- 
rious God, whom he (excellent Man!) 
fo faithfully ſerves in the Goſpel of his Son. 

May Mrs. *** increaſe in Humility, be more 
convinced of Guilt, more ſenſible of Depravity ! and 
then the will grow ing very other Grace. Proud Minds 
ſuffer the Curſe, imprecated on the Mountains of 
Gilboa ; while humble ſouls are like the Vallies ſpread 
forth by the Rivers; or as a Field which the Lord hath 
bleſſed. 

I think you ſhould not have ſhewn her the free Re- 
mark which I made; it was well meant, and ſhe is 
well diſpoſed, but human Nature is very, very de- 

Vol. II. B praved. 


1 
praved. And perhaps there is no greater Inſtance of 
it, than our Proneneſs to take Offence at the leaſt diſ- 
paraging Hint; nay, ſometimes to fancy ourſelves 
wronged, if we are not extolled to the Skies. I 
heartily wiſh, the bleſſed Jeſus may give this young 
Lady, the Ornament of a meek and humble Spirit. 
That being lowly in her own Eyes, ſhe may be ex- 
alted by the great God. | | 
I fee ſo much Indigence, and ſo many diſtreſſed Ob- 
jects, that I begrudge myſelf all unneceſſary Diſburſe- 
— of Money. Wo would indulge too much, 
even in innocent and elegant Amufements, and there- 
by leſſen his Ability to relieve, to cheriſh, and com- 
fort the Lord Jeſus _ afflicted Members? 
I with you could hive preached at Co/lingtree. My 
r People long for the fincere Milk of the Word. 
Fo would have a Congregation, all of them honour- 
ing you, molt of them attentive to you, and many of 
them edified by you, —It grieves me, it pains me at 
my very ſoul, that I am diſmiſſed or rather cut off, 
from the honourable and delightful Service of the 
Miniſtry.— But, to be reſigned, perhaps, is better than 
to labour ; and an adoring Submiſſion for me at leaſt 
more proper, than a zealous Application. O ! may [ 
bow my Head, and dutifully ſtand in the Lot, which 
the Almighty Sovereign pleaſes to aſlign 


ver yours, c. 


LETTER I. 


My dear Friend, London, Saturday Night. 
1 Congratulate you on s Recovery, Why do 
vou call her ***? 'Tis a ſtrong Temptation to 
Vanity. She much be deeply baffalted with Humility, 
not to be puffed up at ſuch. a Title ; which affimilates 
her to one ,of the moſt lovely and - accompliſhed Cha- 
racers, that ever was deſcribed. 7 
Ol˖ that we all may be recovered from that. lethar- 
gick Indolence, which deadens our Attendance to the 
one Thing needful !—-What a God have we! how 
immenſly glorious ! and how little do we reverence 


him ? 
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him? — What a Saviour! how unutterably gracious 
and how little do we love him! — What Promiſes! 
how inviolably faithful! Vet how feeble is our Affi- 
ance in them - What a Heaven! how tranſeendently 
delightful!” Yet how languid are our Deſires of it !— 
O ! that the bleſſed, bleſſed Redeemer may baptize us 
with the Holy Ghoſt, as with a flaming Fire ! to 
quicken, animate, and kindle into a Glow' of De- 
votion, theſe benumbed Souls of ours -I muſt add 
no mare, only that I am, with great Sincerity, though 
in great, Haſte, 5 8-6 fy 1 
| Inviolably yours, c. 


LETTER III 


My dear Friena, | 
Am ſurpriſed at what you ſay, relating to dear . 
What Evil hath he done, or wherein has he of. 
fended, that Diſeſteem ſhould be his Lot? Vet what 
are ſuch Inftances of Contempt, compared with the 
Reproackes and Inſults offered to the all-glorious'Re- 
deemer?. God, I truſt, will bleſs his Sermon, and fo 
much the more, as it is regarded by ſome People, with 
an evil Eye. Oh! what a comfortable Conſideration 


is it, that the Succeſs of our Diſcourſes depends not 


upon our-own Ability, which is as nothing; depends 
not upon the-Favour. of Men, which is very capricious ; 
but depends wholly upon the Influence of that Al- 
mighty Spirit, whoſe Preſence is unlimited, and Power 


uncontroulable ? 
My Father had engaged Mr **® ta ſupply at Co/ling- 

tree: J hope he grows in Grace, and in Knowledge of 

our Lordiand Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. | A 


' 
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Sir, 19-1100 | London, Feb. 23. 
R. % and Mr. *** may have tried, and may 
repeat their Attempts, to alienate the Aﬀec- 
tions of my Collingtree Hearers. I am under no Con- 
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cern with regard to myſelf.— Fagili cupiens illidere 
Dentem. Fo nd 261 gw 00 en 

Offendet ſolido— will, I believe, be the Iſſue of their 
Endeavours. I am only ſorry for the Are > ſake, that 


* 


they ſhould ſquander away their miniſterial Talents, 


and miniſterial Labours, to ſo poor a Purpoſe. Let 


them be more inceſſant in warning every Man, and 
teaching every Man, that they may preſent every Man 
perfect in Chriſt Jeſus —Thus let them ſeek to win 
their Affections, and I do rejoice, yea and will rejoice 
in their Succeſs, Dear Sir, the Way to ſecure the 
Love of others, is, to love them, to pray for them, 
and with a willing Aſſiduity to ſet forward their true 


. Happineſs. This, whenever I was amongſt them, 


my people will confeſs, I did not ceaſe to do. And 
the God of Heaven knows, I daily bear them on m 

Heart, and often recommend them to the * 
Mercies of our everlaſting Father. Never therefore 
be apprehenſive of my loſing either their Eſteem with 


regard to my Conduct, or their Affection with regard 


to my Perſon. O ! that their precious Souls were as 
firmly united to Chriſt, as their favourable Opinion is 
ſecured to me! — Well, ſhould Neighbours under- 
mine us, and Friends forſake us, the adorable and 
all-condeſcending God is faithful. He changeth not. 
His Word of Glace endureth for ever. He loves his 
People with an evetlaſting Love. And O!] what 
Worms, what Duſt; what mere Nothings, are all 
Men, are all Creatures, before that infinitely bleſſed 
Author of all Perfection! What a Senſe had the 
Pſalmiſt of this weighty Truth, when he poured forth 


that rapturous Exclamation; Whom have I in 


« Heaven but thee, and there is none there is nothing 
* on Earth that I defire:in compariſon of thee !” May 


this, my dear Friend, be the continual Language of 


your Heart; aud of his, wha hopes to be both in 
Time and to Eternity, 
* WT. AﬀeQionately yours, &c, 
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LEI TS® iv. 


Weadne/day Morning, Milcs's Lane. 
Dear M.. Nixon, i 
OUR obliging Letter found me at my Brother's, 
in Miles's Lane, where I propoſe to abide to the 
End of the Week ; and here your entertaining and 
is improving Company would be a Favour, not to my- 
ſelf only, but to the whole Family. 
am indebted to your Good nature, for ſo can- 
didly accepting the ſmall but free Obſervation, made 
in my laſt. 1am going to run myſelf farther in Debt, 
by propoſing to your Conſideration, what now occurs 
to my Thoughts,—T he encloſed Queries I ſubmit en- 
tirely to your Judgment, and from your Determination 
ſhall make no Appeal. * 
T have read Elihu; and very much admire his Zeal 
for that moſt comfortable Doctrine, the Righteouſneſs 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, imputed to Sinners for their 
1 I highly honour alſo his diſtinguiſhed 
eneration for that incomparably excellent Book, the 
Bible: Surely, his Works will be a Means of cauſing” 
the Study of thoſe Ayia Carla to revive. Don't you 
think the Style is maſculine, and the Manner enh- 
vened ? As to the Hutchin/ſorian Peculiarities, I don't 
pretend to be a competent Judge, and dare not pe- 
rem monly condemn them. Yet they ſeem to be ſo 
very finely ſpun, and to have ſo large an Alloy of Fan- a 
cy, that I know not how to admit them for ſterling | 
Truth. — I am truly concerned to hear of Mr. **'s; 
and his Lady's Illneſs. Dear Sir, what a fading 
Flower is Health, and what an expiring | Vapour is 
Life! May you be an Inſtrument of bringing Souls to 
the Knowledge of the adorable God, and to the Faith 
of Jeſus Chrit whom he hath ſent ;. then they will, in 
another State of things, poſſeſs a Vigour that is ſubject 
to no Decay, and enjoy that Life that knows no End. 
Jam, dear Sir, your obliged and 
| affectionate Friend, c. 
P. 8. ls ©* Lively Oracles,“ an exact Tranſlation 
of the above mentioned Greek Clauſe? | | 
ES | B 3 | LET. 
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LETTER VI. 


My dear Friend, London, March 28, 175m. 
O U depend, you ſay, upon my Promiſe ; and 
ſee, how readily it is performed.—And if you 
depend on the Execution of a Promiſe from a frail, 
frail Creature; will you not much more expect Ac- 
compliſhment of Promiſes, made by that adorable 
Being, ** whoſe Counſels of old are Faithfulneſs and 
„ Truth?“ O! that we may not diſhonour God's 
Goodneſs, diſparage his Veracity, and depreciate bis 
dear Son's unſpeakable Merits, by Unbelief, baſe, vile, 
deſtructive Unbelief ! | 
I have not an Opportunity of communicating your 
News to our dear Friend. He has left London. It is 
not known when he will return, He is not expected, 
till ſome Months are expired. And who, how many, 
may be gone into Eternity, before that Period is ar- 
rived ! ll | 
You aſk, How it fares with my Health? You ma 
remember, that I have more than once atiſwered fuck 
an Inquiry with Silence; for I don't like to be upon 
the complaining String, and I cannot fay, my Health 
is either reſtored or improved. When your Letter 
came (not till Tae/aay about Five o' Clock) it found me 
in a State of extreme Languot. I had written nothing, 
done nothing, ſince Dinner. Thcugh 1 took up an et 
and entertaining Book, I was obliged to lay it down 
again. Thus I ſpend, rather thus I loſe many Hours: 
So that between intervening Company, and Debility - 
of Spirits, I make but a very flow, ſcarce any Pro- 
greſs in my intended Work, 
have no News, the” at the great Mart of Intelli- 
gence. My Sifter is ſafely delivered of a Son, which 
puts one in mind of the glorious Piece of News, cele- 
brated by the Angels, and foretold with a rapturous 
Delight by the Prophet To us a Child is born; to us 
a Son is given. His Name ſhall be the mighty God; and 
yet his Office ſhall bey to bear our Sins in his own Body 
on the Tree, May this News be ever ſounding _ 
| | rs, 


The 5s 
Ears, and ever operative on the Hearts of, my dear 


Friend, and of, | 
His ever affe dionate, Er. 


LETTER VII. 


My dear Friend, Tottenham, May 40, 1751. 
I Am now at my Brother's Country Houſe——Pray 
who is Mr, ***, the Writer of the Letter incloſed 
in your's? He aſks me, to get him a Curacy; little 
aware, that I am but a Curate myſelf. I believe, the 
World has a Notion, that I am a dignified, or a bene- 
ficed Man at leaſt. Dear Sir, may it be your Benefice 
and mine, to do good to Souls! And our higheſt Dig- 
nity, to glorify the ever bleſſed Redeemer ! Who for 
our Sake had not where to lay his Head, till he was 
numbered with the Tranſgreſſors, and laid it in the 
filent Grave. 

I hope your Health is eſtabliſhed ; and how does 
your Soul proſper? Don't you delight to think of, 
to talk-of, to have Communion with, that wonderful, 
that amiable Being, whom to know, is Wiſdom ; whom 
to enjoy, is Happineſs? Happineſs, not to be de- 
ſcribed by Words, only to be underſtood by Experi- 
ence, Oh! that we may follow on to know him! 
Then we have a Promife— A Promiſe more ſta- 
ble than the Foundations of Nature, that our La- 
* bour ſhall not be vain in the Lord,” Gold has no 
Value, and Diamonds loſe their Luſtre, when com 
pared with thoſe unſearchable Riches of Chriſt, which 
Mr. *** ſo largely enjoys himſelf, and ſo freely of- 
fers to others. His Miniſtry is ſignally owned by his 
condeſcending, and Almighty Maſter. Many, I am 
told, of the ſuperior, as well as lower Orders in Life, 
attend his Miniftry. And if there be Efficacy in united 
Prayers ; if there be Zeal in the Lord God of Hoſts, 
for the Honour of his dear Son—if there be Faithful- 
neſs and Compaſſion in our exalted Saviour—his La- 
bours will—they will be bleſt. May they, every Day, 
every Hour, be bleſſed more abundantly ! i 

Moſt cordially yours, &c. 
B 4 L E T- 


1 
LETTER VIII. 


My dear Friend, Tottenham, July 2, 1751. 
12 you have now done with Mr.*** ; | hope your 
Houſe is ſuffieiently ornamented, I think it is rather 
overſtocked with Decorations. Now let us be good 
Stewards of jeſus Chriſt ; employ what we can ſpare, 
for the Honour of his bleſſed Name, and Comfort of 
his indigent People. Worthy is the Lamb that was 
ſlain, to receive Riches, as well as Bleſſings and Praiſe. 
Pray don't mention me to Mrs. *, tho' I honour 
and compaſſionate her; I am not fit to viſit her, not 
ualified to edify her. This is with me the trying Sea- 
on of the Year, and my animal Nature is all Relaxa- 
tion. O] that I may be ſtrong in Faith! That pre- 
cious Faith, that“ Where Sin hath abounded, Grace 
« will much more abound.” 

Don't you ſometimes ſee our dear Friend ***? I 
find he has been at Prifo/ lately, to diſtribute, I don't 
doubt, the Waters of Life, far mote precious and heal- 
ing than the Waters of that medicinal Spring. Let us 
do likewiſe, For yet a very, very little while (puxgor 
vo0y oor) and he that ſhall come, will come, and will 
not tarry. Then Opportunities of ſpiritual and bodily 
Charity ceaſe for ever. 

I believe it is four Months ſince I heard from Mr. 
* How precarious human Interchanges of Kind- 
neſs! What a Bleſſing, that the Way to Heaven is al- 
ways open. Whenever we will, we may have Acceſs 
to God through the Blood of his Son. And © he 
** never faileth them that ſeek him.” 

How does Mr. *** go on? Don't you ſometimes 
ſtir up the Embers in his Heart: if fo be, the Coals 
may glow, and the Fire at length burn. I hope, your 
Converſation is bleſſed to Mrs. Glad to find ſhe 


admits Mrs *** to her Company : A godly, ſenſible 


Woman, who underſtands, reliſhes, talks 17 
and intelligently on the Truths of the Goſpel— Is diſ- 
creet likewiſe, knows how to keep a becoming Di- 
ſtance, and will not make a wrong, an aſſuming Uſe of 
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a Lady's Condeſcenſion. May the God of Heaven 

bleſs them both, and give them to grow in Grace, and 

in the Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 

And what I pray for them, I pray for my dear Friend. 
275 F aut," Ever yours, &c.. 


LETTER IX. 


My dear Friend, . Tottenham, July 14, 1751.. 

| Tek ſorry to hear your Account of Mr. *** : See. 
1 what Snares are around us. How. the Devil en- 
deavours to obſtruct our Uſefulneſs, by. blemiſhing our 
Credit: May the Miniſters of Chriſt be upright. and 
undefiled in the Way ! Or elſe they will not be able. 
to reprove and-exhort with all.(no, nor-with any) Au- 
thority. The God of Power and Faithfulneſs ſays of 
his Church, ſays of his People; I the Lord keep it. 
Iwill water it every Moment, leſt any hurt it: I will 
preſerve it Night and Day *. May this Promiſe be our 
Shield ! Be fulfilled to us evermoxe.! Don't you go on, 
my, dear Friend, to .lay up theſe precious Pledges of 
Heaven in your Memory, and enrich your Heart from 
them, by frequent Meditation! They are the Seed of 
Faith. By. theſe we are to be made Partakers of the 
Divine Nature. Partakers of the Divine Nature! Vo- 
lumes cannot explain, what is compriſed in thoſe few. 
Words. May we know what they mean, by happy, 
happy Experience ! | 


pity poor Mr. e, knowing what it is to be in a 


State of languiſhing. Ah! ah! my dear Sir, lay up a 
Stock of Comfort, get your Graces lively, while ani- 
mal Nature blooms. When the Blaſt of Sickneſs ſmites, , 
and our Strength becomes Labour and Sorrow ; how. 
miſerable muſt be our Condition, without an Intereſt, 
an eſtabliſhed Intereſt in the all-glorious Redeemer ! 
| Why do you cheriſh diſttuſtful Thoughts of the bleſ- 
ſed God ? Is he not boundlefs Goodneſs ? Is not his. 
Goodneſs greater than the Heavens? Does not his; 


— 


„ 
* 


Iſa. xxvii. 3. 


B 5 Mercy, 
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Mercy, that lovely Attribute, endure for ever? All the 
Kindneſs of the moſt endeared Relations, compared 
with the tender Compaſſions of a God in Chriſt, are 
no Better than Cruelty itſelf. Read the laſt Chapter 
of Hoſea, ** Hide" it within your Heart.” Turn it 
into Prayer to the King of Heaven; and I hope it will 
= » your Soul, as the Dawning-Day after a darkſome 

ight. | | ons oF 
Our dear Friend has met with uncommon Favour 
and Acceptance. Exceftent Man! How does he work 
while it is Day] Ho ſweet to ſuch a Labourer, will be 
Heiven's everlaſting Reft! There way you meet bim! 
And there find, as  Modubitht of infittel? free Grace 
in Chriſt, 3H 1 2 | | 

Your truly affectionate, '&c.. 


neee 


eur Friend, ,  ' 0. 18, 1751. 
T WO of your Letters are now before me, WHO 
expected long ere this to have been before the: 
Judge of Quick and Dead — Bleſſed be God, I am got 
down Stairs, and the Day before Yeſterday went abroad. 
in a Coach. Oh! what great Troubles and Adverſi- 
ties haſt thou ſhewed mie ! Yet didſt thou turn and fe- 
freſh me; yea, and broughteſt me from the Depth of 
the Earth again. Oh! my dear Friend, how ſhall I be 
thankful? May that infinitely good and gracious God. 
Who has given me ſuch Cauſe, give me Power to be 
grateful. May I be enabled to devote every Mo- 
ment of that Life, which he has prolonged, and 
every Faculty of that Body, which he has preſerved 
Devote them wholly to the Honour of his bleſſed: 
Name. | 675 "3 fs 
Poor , Caſe I commiſerate. The Charge at- 
tending my Illneſs will be conſiderable, but I am not 
without Hopes that my Father will be ſo good as to 
defray it, then my Hands will not be ſtreightened: | 
Oh ! that my Bowels may never be (treightened, but 
may I « draw out my Soul to the Hungry,” 


(nn ] 

Jam glad to hear that a Seventh Edition of Dr. 
Son bouſo s * Book is demanded : May it go forth in 
the Name, in the Strength, and for the Honour of the 
bleſſed Jeſus, and may it proſper ! Tho', as you ob- 
ſerve, he and I think differently on ſome Points; nor 
is the Doctor an Admirer of my favourite Author Mr: 
Marſhall.—The Acceptance however which God has 
given.to his and to my own Writings, ſhould ſend both 
of us oftener to the Throne of Grace, and quicken our 
Applications to the Divine Goodneſs ; that his all- 
powerful Spirit may accompany our Inſtructions, and 
make them a real Bleſſing to our Readers. 
| write, as a poor Priſoner that lately expected 
to have the Sentence of Death executed ; but has now 
got a ſhort, uncertain Reprieve. May I. never forget 
how much I-ſhall want an aſſured Faith in the all-glo- 
rious Redeemer, when that awful Change approaches. 
Let us labour alter ſuch a firm Eſtabliſhment in Chriſt, 
ſuch an unſhaken Affiance in his Merits, and ſuch au 
unfeigned Love of his Name, as may make it Gain to 
die, and the Day of our Diſſolution better than the Day 
of our Nativity.— Poor Dr. *** | ©! may he and his 
aflited Partner find Conſolation in the Faithfulnels, 

| the. 


* This uſeful little Treatiſe is intituled, Friendly Ad- 
vice to a Patient, and Spiritual Directions for the Unin- 
ſtructed. It was firſt publiſhed in the Year 1748. 
i given by the Governors of moſt of our Infirmaries to. the 
Out as well as In Patients on their Admiſſion ; and is 


ſuitable in general to every ich Perſon.— It is fold 247 


at fix pence flitched, or at Two Guineas per Hundred, 
Mr. Rivington in St. Paul's Church-Yard, London. 
But as it is adopted by the Society for Promoting Chri- 
Nian Knowledge, into the Number of thoſe Treatifes, 
which they diſperſe, as properly calculated for the Advance 
ment and Revival of true Religion ; it may be had for 
charitable Uſes by any of the ſubſcribing Members, on the 
Terms of the Society; namely, at half” Price, (which is 
a Guinea fer Hundred) ; the other Half being defrayel 
aut of the Society's Subſcription Fund. | 


| 
| 
| 
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the Goodneſs, the Unſearchable Riches of Chrift ! 
Theſe, apprehended by a ſweet, aſſured, Soul-reviv- 
ing Faith; theſe, I ſay, are our ſovereign Support un- 
der all Troubles, and our moſt effectual Preſervative 


from all Temptations. We believe, bleſſed, bleſſed 


Jeſus, help our Unbelief ! 
I am, 
My dear Sir, 
Ever yours, while 


James He RVEY. 


LETTER XI. 


' London, Miles's Lane, Dec. 3, 1751. 

Dear Mr, Nixon, 
T is probable, you may have heard of my late dan- 
I gerous Sicknefl ; and it is more than probable, nay, 
look upon it as.a Certainty, that your good Nature 
has admitted this Circumſtance as an Excuſe for my 
Silence. Indeed, dear Sir, I was ſick, and nigh unto 
Death. Little did I think of writing any more to my 
Friends, or of being written any 4 among the 
Living: O! that I may devote the Life that has been 
prolonged, devote it wholly to the God of my Health 

and my Salvation 
I received by Dr.“ * your Quotation from Plato, 
proving that the Propoſition arr: bears a vicarious Sig- 
nification T. For which, be pleaſed to accept my 
Thanks, 


+ The Learned and Reverend Mr. Nixon, Rector of 
Cold. Higham in Northamptonſhire, who turniſhed Mr. 
Hervey with the Proof from Plats that arri bears a vica- 
rious Signification, hath communicated a remarkable 
Paſſage, which ſhews that the Notion of a vicarious Sa- 
crifice, prevailed alſo amongſt the old Gau/s. * Pro 
vita Hominis niſi vita Hominis reddatur, non poſſe 
* aliter Deorum immortalium Numen placari Arbitran- 
tur (Galli) publiceque ejuſdem Generis habent inſti- 
tut Sacrificia.“ 


JCæſ. Commen. de Bell. Gall. L. vi. C. 16. 


_—— 


WR 
Thanks. It is a moſt reviving and delightful Truth, 
that Chriſt has ſuffered in our Stead, and bare all our 
Sins in his own Body on the Tree, When I was late- 
ly upon the Verge of Eternity, and juſt going to launch 
into the inviſible World, I could find Conſolation in 
nothing, but this precious, precious Faith. If all my 
Iniquities were laid upon the beloved Son, they will 
never be laid to my Charge in the Day of Judgment. 
If the bleſſed Jeſus made full Satisfaction for my Tran. 
greſſions, the righteous God will never demand two 
Payments of one Debt. What an Anchor for the Soul 
is ſuch a Belief! how ſure ! how ſtedfaſt ! may it be 
our Solace in Life, and our Security in Death. 

A Volume of Letters, written by the Earl of Orrery 
to his Son, has very much captivated the Attention of 
the Publick.— Dr. Brown's Remarks too upon Lord 
Shaftisbury's Chara&eriſlicks, are, I think, equally wor- 
thy of univerſal Acceptance. Tis a refined Enter- 
tainment, to peruſe ſuch elegant and judicious Compo- 
fitions. But how flat are they all, how jejune and ſpi- 
ritleſs, compared with the ſincere Milk of the Word; 
the lively facies of God ! I hope, they will always 
pw a Whet to our ſpiritual Appetite ; quicken our 

fires, and heighten our Reliſh, of that heavenly 
Manna, which is ſpread over every Page of the Bible. 

I am, dear Sir, | 
Your very affectionate Friend, Ec, 


LETTER AL 


My dear Friend, London, Jan. 14, 1752. 
1 Kane you will excuſe my long Silence, and acquit 

me on the Receipt of this Letter, though I own my- 
ſelf in your Debt for another. When | have a lucid 
or a lively Interval, I think it my Duty to employ it, 
in 9 to finiſh my little Work. Which alas! 
proceeds as ſlowly, as my Blood creeps heavily through 
my Veins. Happy, happy they ! who have Firmneſs 
of Nerve, and Fertility of Thought ; and are enabled 
to devote them both to their gracious Redeemer's Ser- 


vice. 
Pleaſe 


r 
Pleaſe to pay my beſt Thanks to Dr. Cotton, for his very 
Celicate Non. I with they may do Good, and pro- 
mote Virtue; then, Jam perſuaded, they will anſwer 
the benevolent Intention ot the Author. I wiſh at the 
fame "Time, that he would be a little explicit and coura- 
geous fot Jeſus Chriſt. He deſerbes it at our Hands, 
who for our ſake enduted the Croſs, and deſpiſed the 
Shame, He will recompenſe it into our Boſom, by 
owning us before his Father, and the holy angels. 
Nor can Lever think, that the Spread of our Per form- 
ances will be Obſtrukted. by pleaſing him who has all 
Hearts and all Events in his ſovereign Hand.—A Viſion 
upon Death, without a Diſplay of Chriſt, ſeems to me 
like a Body without a Heart, or a Heart without ani- 
mal Spitits. I am ſufe, when I was lately (as myſelſ 
and every one apprehended) on the Brink of Eternity, 
I found no Conſolation but in Chriſt. Then I felt, 
What 1 had fo often read, that there is no other Name 
given under Heaven, whereby Man may obtain Life and 
Salvation, but ofly the Name, the precious and ineftim- 
able Name of Jeſus Chriſt. Oh] that its Saviour may be 
to us, both living and dying. as Ointment poured out.” 

Tell Mrs. *, that ſhe has not offended me; but I 
am, grieved, that I ſhould give her Occaſion for ſuch, 
a Suſpicion. 

You refer me to 2 E/ar. v. 33 +. Tis a ſweet Paſ- 
ſage,” a 'tioble and comfortable Truth; and the appa- 
rent Doctrine of Scripture, however found in an Apo- 
cryphal Book. Oh ! that we may ſeek more aſſidu- 
ouſly to our all-condeſcending and omnipotent Friend. 
He will never upbtaid us for our Importunity ; he will 
never diſappoint. our Hope: he is able to do exceeding 
abundantly above all that we can aſk or think. And, 
bleſſed for ever be his Name, as is his Power, ſo is his 
Love to his People, his Children, his Heirs. In this 
bleſſed Number may he rank my dear Friend, and his 

cage Ever affectionate, &&fc. 

we 4 4: x 
+ And I ſaid, Speak on, my Lord: thei aid he unto 
me, Thou art fore troubled in Mind for Iſrael's ſake ; 
Joveſt thou that People better than he that made them? 


) 
z 
; 
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ETER, XML, 
8 Mies Lane, | March 24, 1752. 


My dear Friend, 
Received your Favour. I N you on 821 
Succeſs in your Profeſſion. My/es ſays, it is God, 
who giveth Power to get Wealth. May ſuch Acceſſions 
of Proſperity, enlarge your Heart with-Gratitvde, and 
attach your AﬀeCtions to our divine Benefactor l am 
ſorty to hear your Account of dear“ . O that we 
may be taught Qeover £65” TO TUPportety.. „ Lord lead me 
„in a plain way,” was the Prayer of a noble Sufferer. 
May the Thing that he prayed for, be the Deſire of 
our Heart, and Guide of our Life. I will very readily 
give him ſome Bibles, if he (for he is, if I miſtake not, 
a. Member of the Society for promoting Chriſtian 
Knowledge) will ſend me an Order in his Name, a 
Dozen ſhall be at his Service. I ſhall; think my own 
Books are -publiſhed to good Purpoſe, if they enable 
the. Author to diſtribute the invaluable Book of Gad. 
Upon Reflection I charge myſelf with Folly, for-put- 
ting it into Mr. * s Power to communicate a certain 
Rumour. The wiſe Man ſays humourouſly and far- 
caſtically ; *, Venture to conceal a Secret, and be bold 
„it will not-buiſt thee.” Intimating withal, that a 
Secret in moſt People's Breaſt, is like fermenting-Li- 
quor in a Caſk, which muſt have Vent, or elſe it will 
burſt the Veſſel. Therefore 
uid de quoque Viro, & cui dicas ſee caveto, 

Mr. s laſt Piece I have not read through. 1 Sing 
fy, I aim fond of that Controverſy. The DoRtrine ol 
the Perſeverance of Chriſt's Servants, Chriſt's Children, 
Chriſt Spouſe, and Chrifl's Members, T am thoroughl 
perſuaded'sf, Predeſtination and Reprobation'I tial 
of, with Fear and Trembling. And it I ſhould attempt 
to ſtudy them, 1 would ſtudy them on my Knees. 

I wiſh you would aſk D. Ss Opinion about EY. 
Iv. 16. with relation to che anatomical Propriety of the 

| Paſlage ; 


7 
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Paſſage; and with his, give me your own. I know 
not what to do, about publiſhing. May the Father of 
Lights dire& me ! and not ſuffer me ! either to write 
improperly, or to print precipitately !—With Thanks 
for your Letter, and with Prayers for your Increaſe in 
Faith, in Love and Holineſs ; for, in that Kingdom of 
God, which is Righteouſneſs, and Peace, and Joy in 
the Holy Ghoſt, I am | 

Ever yours, &c. 


LETTER XV. 


Dear M.. Nixon, Miles, Lane, 1752: 
TAM obliged to you, for the Favour done me by 

your Letter, and for the Honour done me by your 
Verſes to be engraved under my Mezzotinto Picture. 
I ſhould have acknowledged both theſe Obligations 
ſooner, if my Printſelfer had not been dilatory in pub- 
liſhing the Picture; which is now tranſmitted to Dr. 
Stonbogſe, and defires your Acceptancde. | 
I cannot forbear thinking, that what is called Ho- 
nour, is a little capricious and whimſical. I for my 
Part, had taken my final Leave of her; expected none 
of her Favours, and was become familiarly acquainted 
with Contempt. How is it then, that ſhe ſingles out 
a Perſon, whoſe Name has long ago been ſtruek out of 
her Lift ; and beflows her Carefſes upon a mean Crea- 
ture, that has been uſed to fit on the Dunghill? O! 
that it may be for the Glory of Chriſt's Grace, Chriſt's 
Wiſdom, Chriſt's Power ! May I ſerve to the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs, as a Cloud is ſubſervient to the Sun in 
the Firmament, which, though all gloomy in itſelf, 
exhibits a Rainbow; and thereby ſhews the World, 
what beautiful Colours are combined in that magnifi- 
cent Luminary, KK 
Tou are pleaſed to enquire after my little Work ; 
dear. Sir, add to your kind Enquiries, a Prayer to God, 
that it may be executed under the Anointings of his 
Spirit, and appear (if ever it appears) under the Influ- 
ence of his Bleſſing. My late Sickneſs laid an abſolute _ 
Embargo upon. it, for a conſiderable Time, and has fo - 
| , 424; #4: FÞ1 | ST ſhattered. 
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ſhattered my feeble Conſtitution, that I proceed like a 
Veſſel that has loſt its Rigging, and is full of Leaks. 
However ſlowly I advance in this Eſſay, may I grow 
daily in Grace, and in the Knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; and meet you, dear Sir, in that 
happy, happy Haven, where we both would be. Till 
then be pleaſed to rank, in the Number of your fincere 


and affectionate Friends, | 
Your obliged humble Servant, &c. 


LETTER XV. 
To his MoTHER. 


Honoured Madam, April 6. 
1 Received your Favour of the 4th Inſtant. Am very 

ſorry to find, my Father is ſo ill. Hope and ear- 
neſtly pray, that the great eternal Lord of Lite and 
Death, will rebuke his Diſorder and reſtore him to 
Health.—You need not doubt of being remembered in 
my Supplications to the Throne of Grace. O!] that 
they were better! O! that they proceeded from firm-. 
er Faith, and, were accompanied with greater Fervour! 
Poor and weak as they are, they are often put up in 
Behalf of my honoured Parents, that the God and Fa- 
ther of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, may ſtrengthen them 
with all might, according to his glorious Power, unto 
all Patience and lang Suffering with Joyfulneſs. May 
give them an humble Reſignation to his bleſſed Will; 
enable them to rejoice even in their Tribulations, and 
make all Things work together for their Goaod—their 
exceeding great and everlaſting Good. 

] have, in Obedience to your Orders, put my Af- 
fairs in readineſs to leave the City. But hope there 
will be no Occaſion for ſuch a ſpeedy Removal - But 
if I ſhould come, alas! what can I do? My Weakneſs 
is inconceivable. None can know it, but the all- 
ſearching God. I am evidently worſe, now the milder 
Weather is advancing. 

1 am glad to hear my Siſter holds well. God always 
mingles our Cup of Affliction with ſome ſweetening 

Drops. 
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Drops, None but Chriſt, that dear and adored Re- 
deemer—None but Chriſt, had Gall without any Ho- 
ney, and Vengeance without any Mercy, Bleſſed be 
his 'moſt holy Nate for enduring all kind of Miſery, 
that we might want no Manner of Thing chat is Good. 
I am, Oc. 


LETTER XVI. 


Dear Sir, | Tottenham, October 18, 1751. 
WII ſhall I ſay, or how fhall I excuſe myſelf ? 
I ſeem to be in the Condition of Pharaoh's But- 

ler, who remembered not his good Friend Jeſepb, but 
forgat him.—Yet be aſſured, Gas Sir, that I have not 
forgot your Kindneſs; I have retained a warm Senſe 
of Gratitude in my Breaſt : The Reaſon of my not ac- 
knowledging your Favour ſooner was this; I propoſed 
to have'tranſmitted my Piece to your Hands (that Part 
of it at leaſt, Which was to be enriched with your own 
Thoughts) that it might have the Advantage of your 
critical Reviſal, and judicious Corrections. But, ex- 
tream Weakneſs of Body, has retarded me in accompliſh- 
ing, has almoſt rendered me incapable of proſecuting 
the Work. To all which Infirmities the Providence 
of our all-wiſe heavenly Father, has been pleaſed to ſu- 
peradd a violent Feyer ; which confined me for eight 
Weeks, and brought me to the very Brink of the Grave. 
I beg of you, dear Sir, to accept my beſt Thanks for 
your Letter and its valuable Contents; a late in 
their Arrival, they are very fincere in their Tender. I 
hope you will give me Leave to be obliged to you for 
one Favour more. If ever the divine Goodnefs ſhall 
enable me to complete my Deſign; allow me to put it. 
under your Examination; I ſhall ſend it abroad into 
the World, with much leſs Trepidation, with much 
greater Satis faction, if it has undergone the Scrutiny 
of your Judgment, and received the Correction of your 
Pen.—I am, it leaft I wiſh to be, ſenſible of my own 
Incapacity, for handling the glorious, the divinely ex- 
celtent Truths of God's everlaſting Goſpel. If the 
Apoſtle, who had been caught up into the third Hea- 
a6; 2494 | ven, 
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yen, could not forbear crying out with ſo much Vehe- 
mence, Who is ſufficient for theſe Things? What, O! 
what ſhall I fay ? Indeed, I have much Fear and 
Trembling of Heart, left I ſhould give ſome wrong 
Touch to the Ark; or by any imprudent, though offi- 
cious Kiſs, betray my divine Maſter to his Enemies, 
rather than recommend him to the World. Good Sir, 
aſliſt me with your Prayers, that if I write, I may be 
anointed with that Unction from the Holy One, which 
may teach me all Things, and lead me into all Truth; 
which may furniſh me with the Tongue of the Learned,. 
and give me the Pen of a ready Writer. | 

Have you ſeen Mr. Taylor's late Treatiſe on the Sa- 
erifice and Atonement of Feſus Chriſt ? If you have, I 
ſhould be glad to know what Remarks occurred to your 
Mind en the Peruſal.— As you are a Lover of natural. 
Philofophy, T wifh you would conſider the Bleſſing of 
F ofeph, "Dear. xxxiii. 13, 14, 15, 16. and favour me 
with your Sentiments upon that beautiful Paſſage.- 
I'thould not make either this or the preceding Requeſt, 
if 1 had not the higheſt Opinion of the Freedom and 
Fidelity of your Temper, and che accurate Diſcernment 
of your Underſtanding. As the bleſſed God has been 
pleaſed to deaden your Senſe of Hearing, may he daily 
gy your ſpiritual Senfes, to diſcern both Good and 

vil. May he give you to hear the ſweet and ſtill 
Voice of his good Spirit, witneffing with your.Spirit, 
that you are the Child of God, and an Heir 'of Glory ! 
And would you implore the ſame Bleſſing for your un- 
worthy Friend, it would be a Kindneſs molt gratefully 
to be acknowledged by, dear Sir, 

| * much obliged, and 

affectlonate Servant, J. H 


P. S. We have put one of Mr. Mo/es Browne's Chil- 
dren Apprentice to a handſome Buſineſs, and it will be 
a Pleaſure to do ſo worthy 'a Man all the Service that 
lies in my Power: 


L E T. 
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IE TT ER XVI. 
„ London, Miles's Lane, Dec. 22, 1752, 
Dear Sifter, | | 


Eſterday in the Afternoon, Mr, ** and his Mother 
called upon me ; he offered to convey a Letter 
or any Meſſage to Veſton. I could not negle this. 
Opportunity of ſending you my beſt Wiſhes, and the 
Congratulations of the Seaſon. | 
* Pleaſe to thank my Mother for her kind Letter. 
The Wine was to have come laſt Week, but my Bro- 
© ther forgot to give the neceſſary Orders, until it was 
too late. I hope no ſuch Diſappointment will happen, 
if we live to fee the End of this Week, I wiſh you 
much of the divine Preſence, and Joy of the Lord in 
uſing it. May we all drink of thoſe living Waters, 
which Chriſt Jeſus has promiſed in his Goſpel ! Of 
which they who drink ſhall thirſt no more; but they. 
ſhal! be in them a Well of Water, ſpringing up into, 
everlaſting Life. Pray let me know, what thoſe living 
Waters mean? 

I have no Preſent to make you this Chriftmas,, un- 
leſs you will accept one from God's holy. Word. In 
the ninth Chapter of Iſaiab, it is foretold, that poor 
Sinners, ſhall not only have a. good Hope, but ſhall. 
even rejoice before God. Rejoice: with exceeding” 
great ſoy ; ſuch as the Husbandman feels, when he 
gathers in his Harveſt, and receives the Reward. 
of all his, Toil. Such, as the Soldier experiences, 
when he has conquered. his Enemy, and is dividing, 
the Spoil. , 3 

What ſhall be the Source of this Joy ? — Their 
worldly wealth? Alas! Riches make themſelves 
Wings, and fly away. They profit not in the Day of 
Wrath-—Their carnal Pleaſures? Theſe are always 
Froth, and frequently Gall. To be enamoured with 
theſe, is Death. Their own good Deeds? Theſe 
are a broken Reed, a filthy Rag ; and ſhould cover us 
with Confuſion, not fill us with Conceit —Whence 
then is this Joy to flow? From. Chriſt, * _ 

rut 2. 


„ 
Chriſt: He is the rich Gift of God, he is the Pearl 
of great Price; the only Conſolation of Sinners, and 
the ſupreme Joy of his People - Therefore the Pro- 
pher adds, in the Language of Triumph and Exulta- 
tion, To us a Child is born, to us a Son is given, and 
the Government ſhall be upon his Shoulders, and his 
Name ſhall be called Wonderful, Counſellor, the 
mighty God, .the everlaſting Father, the Prince of 


peace. This Child is Jeſus Chriſt, who is the Foun- 


dation of all our Comfort, the Spring of all true De- 
light. —He is the Son of the moſt High, yet given to 
be made Man, to be made a Sacrifice, to be made a 
'Corſe, for us. — So great, that the Government of 
univerſal Nature is upon his Shoulders. The Sceptre 
of ſupreme Authorit/ is in his Hand: He is Head 
over all Things to his Church.—So glorious, that his 
Name ſhall be called Wonderful. God and Man in one 
matchleſs and marvellous Perſon, cloathed with Clay, 
yet poſſeſſed of all the Fulneſs of the Godhead. Like 
Jacob's Ladder; whoſe Foot was fixed on Earth, 
while the Summit was loſt in the Skies. —80 gracious, 
that he is the Counſellor to inſtruct ignorant Creatures, 
and by his Word and Spirit make them wiſe unto Sal- 
vation- The mighty God; to ſubdue our Iniquities, 
to write his Laws in our Hearts, and make us Par- 
takers of a divine Nature. The Prince of Peace; re- 
conciling us to God by his Death, and making Peace 
by the Blood of his Croſs; by applying theſe Bleſſings 
to our Conſciences, filling us with that Peace of God, 
which paſſeth all Underſtanding. The everlaſting Fa- 
ther ; to cheriſh us under the Wings of his Providence 
and Grace, to make all Things work together for our 

Good, and prepare. for us an everlaſting Inheritance; 
even the Inheritance incorruptible, undefied, and that 
fadeth not'away.—O may the adorable Redeemer be 
all this to us! The Prophet repeats this Expreſſion, 
To us. This Circumſtance is of the laſt Importance. 
Then only is Chriſt our Fountain of Life, and full of 
Delights, when he is all this, does all this, to us, even 

to us. 


Let 
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Let this Scripture be the SubjeR of our Meditation, 
amidſt the approaching Solemnity. And may an ever- 
laſting Senſe of its Bleſſings, give an additional, a hea- 
venly Reliſh to all our other Entertainments ! 
1 Lam your affectionate Brother, 


Jauzs Hegvey. 


LETTER XVIII. 


1 


Dear Sir, | 


T T is not the Difficulty, of anſwering Dr. **'s 
1 Queſtion, Fat makes me avoid it, \ Wh the diſ- 
' agreeable Nature of the Office. As it will oblige 
me to ſhew, that he entirely miſtakes both the Na- 
ture of the Scriptures and the Nature of Man, He 
would make Dr. “'s and Dr. g Sentiments of 
Things, the Touch-ſtone of divine Revelation. What 
is level to their Apprehenſions, muſt be right; what 
comports with their Notions, muſt be true. At this 
rate, they are not Doers of the Law, but Judges-; On 
the contrary, if they do not underſtand the Doctrine 
of Union with Chriſt, or the Fitneſs, of free Juſtifica- 
tion to promote Holineſs ; it is becauſe their Under- 
ſtandings are darkened: Ir is a Sign that they want 
the Eye-ſalve ; a Proof, that their Senſes are not exer- 
ciſed to diſcern between Good and Exilll. 
Dr. * has Roman Virtue ; but indeed he very 
much wants the Eye-ſalve, He ſees. no Glory, and 
Comelineſs in Chriſt, but much in his awn Confor- 
mity to the Commands of his Maker, —While ſuch 
Sentiments poſſeſs the Mind, People have no Eyes to 
diſcern the Beauty of free Grace. Chriſt is. juſt as in- 
ſignificant, as the Phyſician's offering to. preſcribe for 
a Perſon, ip, perfect Healch.— am ſure, my poor, 
lame, mangled Conformity to my Maker's Commands, 
fills me with Shame, and would make me hang down 
my Head as a Bulruſh, But my Lord's Death, my 
Lord's Obedience, my divine Lord's Merit, encourages 
me, emboldens me, and enables me to ſay, Who ſhall 
condemn me he pleaſed by the bye, to compare 
| Dr. 


E 


Dr, **'s Foundation for Comfort and Confidence, with 
St. Paul's, Rom. viii. 33, pr Who is in the right, 1 
leave you to determine. I will only venture to aſſert, 
that Paul of Tarſus had as much Conformity to the 
Commands of his Maker as our amiable Friend. Oh! 
that he was leſs amiable in his own Eyes ; and knew 
himſelf to be © wretched, and miſerable, and poor, 
« and blind and naked.” See Rev. iii. 17. 
iſt, * A Perſuaſion of our Reconciliation to God, pre- 
« yious to our Performance of holy Duties.” — Dr. ** 
aſks, what is the Foundation of ſuch a Perſuaſion? To 
which I anſwer, The Doctrine delivered by St. Paul, Ram. 
v. lo, When we were enemies we were reconciled to God 
by the Death of his Son. From this Paſſage he will ſee, 
thatReconciliation to God is previous to our Performance 
of holy Duties. It is a Bleſſing procured for Enemies; 
and to ſay, that Enemies have performed holy Duties, 
is to con found the Difference between Rebels and Sub- 
jects; is to make Rebellion and Allegiance the ſame.— 
Nay more, this Blefling has no Manner of Dependance 
on our Performance of holy Duties, becauſe it is pro- 
cured not partially, but wholiy procured by the Death 
of Chriſt. It is not ſaid, when we, who were ſome- 
time Enemies, began to perform holy Duties ; but 
when we were Enemies, while we were Enemies, and 
conſidered only as Enemies. Then, even then 
Wonderous Grace | Grace worthy of a God! Will 
not ſuch Grace incline the Rebels to throw down 
their Arms? | 
The Dr. having laid down ſome Premiſes, makes 
this Inference ; © Hence the Phraſe of our Reconcili- 
« ation to God, when we have renounced our Sins.“ 
But does this Inference tally with the Apoſtle's Decla- 
ration, or is it the proper Conſequence of his Dac- 
trine? Let not the acute Diſputant, but the Way-faring 
Man judge. | ' 
Our bleſſed Saviour, adds the Dr. directly aſſerts, 
« that the Performance of religious Duties is the 
« ſole Evidence of our Reconciliation.” We are 
not enquiring about the Evidences of Reconciliation, 


but about the Way to acquire them. T'o determine, 
| what 


k } 


what are the Evidences of a Cure, is eaſy enough 
but to preſcribe the expeditious and certain Method of 
working the Care, this is the Thing we want. Here 
according to my poor Opinion, Mr. Marfal/ excells 
as much in the ſpiritual, as Dr.“ in the animal The- 
rapeutica. 

The Dr. urges our Lord's Words, Ye are my 
« Friends, if ye do whatſoever I command you.“ 
Wandering from the Point again. The Queſtion is, 
how we ſhall be animated, ſtrengthened, and enabled 
to do them? 

Upon this ſubje& Reaſon tells us, that ſuch a Diſ- 
charge of religious Duties can alone convince a Chri- 
ſtian of the Sincerity of his Profeſſion. It may be 
ſo ; but pray, Madam Reaſon, don't be impertinent, 
we did not aſk your Opinion upon the Point ; if you 
would ſpeak to the Purpoſe, you muſt tell us, how 
we may be enabled to diſcharge theſe religious Duties. 
Does your Ladyſhip know, which is the firſt religious 
Duty ? I queſtion it; be content therefore to receive 
Information from Scripture. Thou ſhalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy Heart. This is the firſt 
religious Duty ; now tell Dr. ** and me, tell us ho- 
neſtly and explicitly, how we can perform this Duty ? 
Is it poſſible to love the Lord, to love him with all our 
Heart, if we look upon him as incenſed againſt us, 
unreconciled to us? Is it poſſible to love him when 
we apprehend ourſelves to be under his Wrath, or 
ſuſpect that he will prove an Enemy to us at the laſt ? 

he Dr. having a higher Opinion of Reaſon + than 

I, is a greater Favourite with her, I would therefore 
beg to know of him, what Reply ſhe makes to this 
Interrogatory ; and I promiſe before-hand, that I will 
ſtand to her Award, if ſhe can point out any Method 
of practiſing this Duty, different from that propoſed 
by Mr. Marſhall ; then my favourite Author and my- 
ſelf will ſubmit to the Charge of Enthuſiaſm. of 
2dly, 


+ Reaſon I mean, in her preſent fallen State, 
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zdly, A Perſuaſion of our future Enjoyment of 
« the heavenly Happineſs, previous to our Per- 
* formance of holy Duties.“ 

I aſk Mr. Herwey, © what is the Foundation of fuch 
« a Perſuafion ?”—Mr. Hervey anſwers, our free 
Juſtification through Jeſus Chrift, which we receive 
under the Character of ungodly Perſons ; conſequent- 
ly, before the Performance of good Works, Rom. iv. 

.—l anſwer again: The free Promiſe of God. God 
path given unto us eternal Life, 1 John v. 11. But is 
not this Promiſe founded on our own Duties and Obe- 
dience ? No, but on the Duties and Obedience of our 
great Mediator. This Life is in his Son. 

In the firft Book of the facred Writings is this im- 
portant Interrogatory, made by God himſelf ; If thou 
doſt well, ſhalt thou not be accepted? Here I beg 
Leave to aſk, in my Turn, Which is the Perſon who 
does well? Dr. , who would perfuade us to reject 
the Gift of God, (1 John v. 11.) and not beſieve his 
Word? Or Mr. Marſhall, who would engage us to 
credit the divine Declaration, and receive the divine 
Gift? The Apoſtle ſays, by not believing this Record, 
we make God a Liar, 1 Fehr v. 10. And hall we call 
this doing well? or is this the Way to be accepted? 

The Dr. farther urges, in the very laſt Chapter of 
the ſame ſacred Volumes we are told, Bleſſed are they 
who do his Commandments, that they may have a 
Right to the Tree of Life.— Let me aſk again, does 
the Dr. remember, what the Commandmertts of the 
Almighty are? He may fee them reduced to two Par- 
ticulars, and ranged in the exacteſt Order, 1 Jobn iii. 
23. The firſt of theſe Commandments is, That we 
believe on the Name of his Son Jefus Chriſt. Let the 
Dr. only interpret this Precept, tell me what is in- 
_ cluded in this Injunction, and I am inclined to think, 

he will find each of Mr. Mar/al!'s preliminary Arti. 
cles, contained in its Import. To believe in Chrift, is 
to live under a Perſuafion, that he has died to recon- 
eiſe me to God; that he has obeyed to obtain eternal 
Life for me, and intercedes in Heaven, that I may re- 
ceive the Holy Ghoſt the Comforter, —— Take awa 

Vor. II. C thef: 
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theſe Ingredients from Faith, and its Spirit evaporates; 
its very Life expires, you have nothing left but a 
mere Caput mortuum. | 

The Dr. charges us © with ſpiritual Pride.“ But 
is it Pride, to. confeſs ourſelves ungodly Wretches ; 
and as ſuch, to receive free Juſtification from infinitely 
rich Grace ?—* with Preſumption and unwarrantable 
Perſuaſion:.“ — But is that a preſumptuous Claim, 
or that an unwarrantable Perſuaſion, which is founded 
on the infallible Promiſe of God, and implied in the . 
very Nature of Faith? — He bids us beware, leſt we 
be the Dupes of our own Credulity ;” we thank 
him for the friendly Admonition ; and to ſhew our 
Gratitude, we would ſuggeſt a Caution to our worthy 
Friend, that before he argues on a religious Subject. 
he would gain clearer Ideas of its Nature : He talks of 
Reconciliation, as implying Concern and Grief. Here 
he fights with a Shadow, and a Shadow of his own 
raiſing z no mortal ever affirmed or dreamed of any 
ſuch Thing. Reconciliation is neither more nor leſs, 
than a Removal of Offence, and a Reſtoration to Fa- 
vour. He mentions Mr. Marſball's three Propoſitions 


as the requiſite Signals of Faith, whereas they are the 


conſtituent Parts, the very Eſſence of Faith; they 
differ as much ſrom a Signal, as the florid Blood and 
lively Spirits differ from the Bloom on the Cheek or 
the Sparkle in the Eye —He tells us, © that the Faith 
« of the Jews was one Thing; but after our Saviour's 


« Death, the Faith of the Gentiles was another.” St. 


Paul, who was a Jew by Birth, and an Apoille of the 
Gentiles by Office, tells us the very reverſe. 'There is 
one Faith, of which Chriſt the Lamb, ſlain from the 
Foundation of the World, was and is the invariable 


Object. To him give all the Prophets, as well as all 


the \ Apoſtles, witneſs, that whoſoeyer believeth in 


him ſhall receive Remiſſion of Sins. Believing in 
Chriſt, we ſee, is the one conſtant, unalterable Way, 
in which both Jews and Gentiles, the Hearers of the 


Prophets and the Converts of the Apoſtles, obtained 
Pardon, Life, and Glory. | 
Had Mr; ** obſerved this Caution, he would not 


have ſpent ſo many needleſs and random Words on the 
| third 


1 


third Propoſition, which proceed upon an abſolute 
Miſtake of the Point. We Advocates for Selt-tufh- 
„ ciency in Man!“ I wonder how the ingenious Dr. 
can entertain ſuch a Suſpicion, eſpecially as he knows, 
we have ſubſcribed, we believe; and we maintain the 
tenth Article of our Church, He has blamed us for 
this Belief ; th-refore he ſhould, in all Reaſon, blame 
himſelf for thoſe extravagant Excurſions of his Pen ; 
which are juſt as far from Sobriety and FaR, as the 
Antipodes are from the Latitude of London. Our Maxim 
and Mt, Marſhalls Meaning is— Though leſs than 
nothing, though worſe than nothing in ourſelves, we 
can do all Things through Chriſt's Leagthealag us. I 
am, Cc. Ce. 6 


LETTER XIX. 


Saturday Morning. 
HALL I beg you to tell Dr, *, that his beau- 
x) tiful Von, F were by Dedſley the Book ſeller put 
into the Hands of a very, pious and ingenious Friend 
of mine, who propoſes an Alteration in the ninth Line 
of the ſixty-ninth Page of the fifth Edition, where he 
would read Jeſus inſtead of Yirtue. 
At that important Hour of Need, 
Jeſus ſhall prove a Friend indeed. 

But I am not of his Opinion, unleſs an uniform 
Vein of evangelical Doctrine had run through the 
whole: This I muſt confeſs I could have been glad 
to have ſeen in ſo elegant a Poem, where Spenſer's 
Fancy, and Prior's Eaſe are united: And T hope if the 
Doctor ſhould ever write any more Poetry, he will 
take this important Hint into his Conſideration ; in- 
deed he ought, for even in his Von on Death, he has 
not paid the leaſt regard to Chriſt our Redeemer, the 
Conqueror of Death. I preſume they ſell according to 
our Wiſhes. May they under the Bleſſing of a moſt 
gracious God, impart Good to the World, and bring 
Gain to the Author ! 


| + See Page 14 of this Volume. 
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If I miſtake not, you are a ſubſcribing Member of 
the Society for promoting Chriſtian Knowledge; will 
you be fo kind as to procure for me a Dozen of Bibles, 
and a Dozen of the Biſhop of Mann on the Lord's Sup- 

r ?—l give away this to Communicants, becauſe it 

as the Communion Service in it ; and becauſe it is 
more evangelical, and lefs exceptionable than the Ge- 
nerality of what are called Preparations for, or Com- 
nions at the Sacrament; too many of which Books, 
y lang Prayers for each Day in the Week, and by in- 
| Judicious Repreſentations, have ſometimes, I fear, a 
contrary Effect to what was intended.——1I had once 
a Deſign, nor have I wholly laid it aſide, of extract- 
ing from Jenls's Offices of Devotion, the few Leaves he 
has there wrote ſo pathetically on the Sacrament, and 
of printing them with the Communion Service after 
the Manner of the Biſhop of Mann; adding on the 
Sides ſuitable Obſervations of my own, to ſupply 
Fenks's Deficiencies :--I propoſe likewiſe to add what 
Marſhall ſays on the ſubject, and inſert from the Biſhop 
of Mann, his ſhort, yet ſtriking Meditations on ſome 
well-chofen Texts of Scripture, which will be of Ser- 
vice to every one; particularly to thoſe who. are unac- 
cuſtomed to meditate, or have no Talents for it, and 
conſequently want ſuch. an Aſſiſtance to employ the 
Time while others are receiving the Bread and Wine. 
What ſays my Fidus Achates to this? — Give it 
a Place in your Thoughts ; and however we may de> | 
termine on this, let us determine to cleave more cloſely 
to the Lord, and wait upon our God, continually ! un- 
to thee lift I up mine Eyes, O thou that dwelleſt in | 
the Heavens. Let this be our Pattern, and ſuch our 
Practice. To his tender Care, and continual Guidance, 
F commit you, and am, 


Cordially yours, &fc. 
LETTER XX. 


Dear Sir, Wefton, 1756. 
Confeſs I am covetous, and, like covetous People, 
unreaſonable; J was in hope of receiving - 4 

avour 


ee. of Mis. Ri. 
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Fayour from your Pen, before I troubled you with a 
freſh Solicitation, —But an Affait has lately happened, 
or rather a Project has ſtarted in my Mind, which I 
will lay before you. —On Sanday laſt a Looney 
Olergyman ſent me for my Peruſal, a Sermon preache 
by Þr. T** before the Honſe of Commons, on the 
late pubſick + Faſt. When I peruſed it, and ſaw not 
a fingle mention of Chrift, nor a ſingle Hint of an 
evangelical Nature, I was furpriſed and grieved: 
And ſo much the more, as it was preached by one of 
the moſt celebrated Divines in the Kingdom, and be- 
fore the whole Kingdom convened in their Repreſen- ' 
tatives. I thought it was a Pity that ſuch a notorious 
Slight put upon our moſt glorious Redeemer, ſhould 
paſs without Animadverſions. I could not forbear 
wiſhing, that the Lord would enable me, even me 
(the leaſt and weakeft in my heavenly Father's Houſe) 
to bear my Teſtimony for Jeſus who was crucified, I 
therefore conceived ſome Thoughts of publiſhing a 
Sermon preached at Veſton, upon a Subjet ſomewhat 
fimilar to his; for cho? mine is deſignedly plain, and 
deſtitute of the pplire Doctor's Embelliſhments, yet it 


has more of Chriſt and his Goſpel. I alſo appre- 


hended, if to this were prefixed and ſubjoined ſome 
Remarks upon the Doctor's Petfotmance, it might not be 
unſeaſonable, nor unprofitable. —Now, my deat Friend, 
if you approve the Deſign, would you draw up ſome Re- 
marks upon the Doctor's Diſcourſe, while I am endea- 
vouring to retrieve my Sermon, from a few Hints, which 
] happened on that Occaſion to put down in Short-Hand? 
] will own to you, my Heart almoſt trembles at the Prof- 
pect of appearing in Print againſt ſo eminent a Man. And 
if you do not think it proper to be my Help and Abettor, 
I muſt drop the Deſign. May the Lord Jeſus, whoſe 
Honvur is concerned, whoſe Blood and Righteouſneſs 
whoſe Spirit and Grace have 'been diſregarded, an 

treated as Cyphers ; may he dire& your Petetwlida- 
tion, ftuctify your Invention, give you all Knowledge 
and Utterance ! What think you of this Method of pro- 
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ceeding ?-—Making Remarks upon the unevangelical 
Paſſages Pointing out the Places where an Opportunity 
offered of enlarging upon Goſpel 'Topicks—Exem- 
plifying this Goſpel-Manner, and ſhewing that it 
would be no Prejudice, but give infinite Weight and 
Force to the Argument: But I leave all to the bleſſed 
God, and my dear Friend.— Your laſt, I think, is a 
moſt maſterly Piece of Controverſy, for which Iam your 
Debtor. May you now be enabled to out-do yourſelf. 
The Subject and the Occaſion are of the laſt Impor- 
tance ; if you are inclined to exert yourſelf, pray let 
it be in the courtly Manner. Your laſt Pen was dipt in 
Vinegar, let this be dipt in Oil. 

My Sermon was on that Text, Exzek, xviii, 27. I 
ſhall wait, with inceſſant Prayer to Him, whoſe Name 
is WonDERFUL, CoUNSELLOR, till I receive your 


Anſwer. 
And am, , 
Moſt affectionately yours, 
J. Hexvsr. 


LETTER XXI. 


Mr. He RvE T' Friend, on confidering the Propoſal in 
the preceding Letter, wrote the following ; and ad- 
dreſſed it to Dr. T, the Preacher of the Faſt Ser- 
mon in 1756, on Jerem. xviii. 7, 8.—lt is here 
printed, as the Obſervations therein contained may 
Poſſibly be in ſome Meaſure produfive of the Good which 
Mr. Hervey intended by ſuch lite Remarks. 


Reverend Sir, | 

OME Time ago was put into my Hands a Ser- 
mon of your's on Jer. xviii. 7. 8. preached before | 

the honourable Houſe of Commons, on the Day of 
the late publick Faſt ; wherein I thought 1 ſaw tome | 
very material Omiſſions and Miſtakes, which I feared ' 
might hinder the Succeſs of your ingenious Perform- 
ance ; and therefore, as I would neither have you to | 
labour in vain, nor the belt Uſe of ſuch alarming Calls 
of divine Providence negleQed, I could not but give 
you | 


[OE] 
you the Trouble of a Letter upon this Occaſion. 

Nothing can be more proper, at ſuch Seaſons, than 
ferious Diicourſes upon Repentance and Reſormation: 
Times of Affliction are moſt likely to be Times of Re- 
flection, and when it pleaſes the moſt High thus to 
open the Heart, it is then the Time for his Servants to 
ſow the good Seed of his Word. To prepare Men for 
this, God's Judgments fly ſwift as the Light. To pre- 
pare Men for this, he hews by his Prophets, and lays 
by the Word of his Mouth : And happy, eternally hap- 
py, are thoſe who are influenced thereby, to return 
from their evil Ways, and to make their Ways and 
their Doings good: For thus runs the divine Piomiſe. 
———- At what Inſtant I ſhall ſpeak concerning a 
Nation, and concerning a Kingdom, to pluck up, 
* and to pull down, and to deſtroy ; if that Nation 
„ againſt whom I have pronounced this, turn from 
© their Evil, I will repent of the Evil that I thought 
* to do unto them.” Fer. xviii. 7, 8. 

Such is God's gracious Declaration, which no Goſ- 
pel-Miniſter can read, but it muſt remind him of two 
Things. Firſt, That this Promiſe is made in Chritt 
Jeſus, and therefore can belong to none but thoſe who 

orſake their Sins and return unto God by Him. Then, 
this Return from Evil muſt be accompliſhed through 
the Grace and Spirit of Chriſt. And, 

Firft, 'The mention of this, and every other Promiſe 
in the Book of God, muſt remind the Goſpel. Miniſter 
that it is made in Chriſt Jeſus. St. Paul hath aſſured 
us that © all the Promiſes of God in Him are Yea,” 
(made) “ and in Him, Amen,” (confirmed ;) and if al 
the Promiſes of God are made and confirmed in Him, 
then this as one muſt be made in Him. The Redeemer 
himſelf has informed us ——* That He is the Way 
and the ruth, and the Life, and that no Man can 
« come unto the Father but by Him,” But to turn 
from Evil, and to come unto the Father, are Terms of 
the ſame Import. Beſides, we know that it is only 
thro” Jeſus Chriſt' that we have Peace with God, and 
that it is only through Jeſus Chriſt that God has recon- 
ciled the World to himſelf. Can two then walk toge- 
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ther except they are agreed ? Can God ſheath the Sword 

of his Juſtice before Fe is reconciled to us ? It not, how 
can he repent of the Evil that he thought to dounto us? 
Andif he repents not of the Evil which he thought 
to do unto us? where is our Intereſt in the Promiſe ? 
But, what need of any more Words, when it is moſt evi- 
dent, that it is the Son of God who here ſpeaks by the 
Prophet ? The ſame Perſon promiſes Mercy, who had 
threatened to deſtroy with the ſevereſt Judgments : 
Now we know that ** the Father judges no Man, but 
* has committed all Judgment to the Son ; that all 
„Men ſhould honour the Son, as they honour the Fa- 
ther.“ It is very plain then, that all who return 
from Evil muſt return by Chriſt ; they muſt return with 
his Price in their Hands, and his Robe upon their 
Backs, and then, and not till then, they are ſafe, ſafe 
for Time and Eternity, 

Again ; when the Goſpel-Miniſter reads this graci- 
ous Promiſe, he will remember that ſuch a — 
from Evil muſt be accompliſhed through the Grace an 
Spirit of Chriſt, How can we, who are not ſufficient 
of ourſelves to think a good Thought of ourſelves, 
think of returning to God and Holineſs ? Can the Cap- 
tive who is in Love with his Chains long for Liberty ? 
Can the Sinner who is fond of his Sins Jefire to relin- 
quiſh them? No; it is as poſſible for the Ethiopian to 
change his Skin, or the Leopard his Spots, as for us, 
who are accuſtomed to do Evil, to learn to do well. 
Nay, far more poſſible ; for, to accompliſh this, they 
need only to change their Hue; but before we can at- 
tain to Holineſs, we muſt change our Nature: We 
muſt make ourſelves a new Heart and a new Spirit ; 
(Exel. xviii. 31.) we muſt quit the Grave, and ariſe 
from the Dead, and who is ſufficient for theſe Things ? 
Therefore, the Maſter ſays, „No Man can come 
« unto me, except the Father, which has ſent me draw 
% him.” ——And again © Ye have not choſen me, 
* but I have choſen you, and have ordained you to 
« bring forth Fruit, and that you Fruit ſhould remain. 
For without me ye can do nothing.” ——And his 
Apollles aſſert, That by Grace we are ſaved 

* through 
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« through Faith, and that not of ourſelves, it is the 
« Gift of God :” That every Grace is the Fruit of his 
Spirit, of whoſe Fulneſs we have received, and Grace 
for Grace: And that we are created a new unto good 
Works, which God had before ordained, that we ſhould 
walk in them. 

Now, Sir, are theſe the true Sayings of God ? Are 
theſe the very Words of our Lord, and his Apoſtles ? 
—'Then undoubtedly to refuſe them, is to refuſe him 
who ſpeaks from Heaven : And if ſo, how comes it to 
paſs, that you have unhappily forgot to take Notice of 
theſe Things upon this ſolemn Occaſion ? God pro- 
miſes Security to all who forſake their Sins, and return 
unto him in Jeſus Chriſt, and yet Jeſus Chriſt is never 
mentioned in your Sermon, Without divine Grace 
and the ſanctifying Operations of the Holy Spirit, we 
can do nothing ; and yet there we hear nothing of di- 
vine Grace, or the Holy Spirit Toad ready to take 
Rabbah, the royal City of the Ammonites, ſo ordered 
the Campaign that his Maſter David might have the 
Honour of the Victory: But here is a Chriitian Mini- 
ſter, who attacks a Citadel of human Corruption, and- 
never ſo much as once thinks of Chriſt, through whom 
he muſt conquer. Here is a Chriſtian Miniiter, who 
leaving the lively Oracles, undertakes ſpiritual Wick- 
edneſſes with the carnal Weapons of a Tully and De- 
m?ſthenes, Miſtake me not, I ſpeak not againſt Oratory 
as ſuch, but if a Roman or a Greek Philoſopher, who 
had never heard of Chriſt, can ſay as much againſt the 
Vices of the Age, as you can who have from your In- 
fancy been educated in the Chriſtian Religion ; What 
ſay you more than others? Is not this too much to 
ſhght that bleeding dying Lamb of God, who alone 
can take away the Sin of the World ? 

But the Slight put upon our Maſter's Words is not 
all ; your not taking Notice of theſe Things, has un- 
happily led you into Miſtakes that are utterly inconſi- 
ſtent with his Undertaking. You call upon us“ by 
«© every AQ of Humiliation and Repentance to deſerve 
the Protection of Heaven ;” and throughout your 
whole Diſcourſe you labour hard to fix vur Hopes up- 
Co | on 
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on this Baſis, and our after Obedience. But can the 
ſincereſt Repentance, or the deepeſt Humiliation, de- 
ſerve the Fayour of God, and the Remittance of Pu- 
niſhment ? If ſo, then fallen Adam might bave broken 
in Pieces the Chains of eternal Death, in which he was 
holden: And then, what need of ſhedding the Blood 
of the promiſed Seed ? What need of ſuch a Sacrifice to 
appeaſe God, if he was already appeaſed, or could be 
appealed by the Relentings of Man? Briefly, If the 
Death of Chriſt was neceſſary to purchaſe eternal Re- 
demption for us, then our Repentance and Humiliation 
can never deſerve: the divine Favour. 

Nor can our after Obedience procure ſuch Protection. 
Perfect Obedience is a Debt continually due from every 
Creature as ſuch ; and the Payment of a Debt due now, 
can never be a Compenſation for the Non-payment of 
Arrears : Nor can the moſt exact Payment of what is 
due from one's ſelf, be eſteemed the leaſt Part of Pay- 
ment of what is due from another; and therefore where 
the Debt is Obedience, as all Creatures are bound to 
obey at all Times, none but a God can pay oft the 
Score of any one Delinquent. This is a tremendous 
Conſideration, even ſuppoſing true Repentance, and 
a thorough Reformation, were wholly in our own 
Power : But when as Sinners we are intirely without 
Strength, Rom. v. 6, 8. when (as J have already ob- 
ſerved) theſe Gifts are perfectly dependant upon Grace, 
and the Good Spirit of God; ſurely, to talk of deferv- 
ing the Favour of Heaven by them, muſt be extremely 
abſurd. Nor is it only extremely abſurd, but extreme- 
ly dangerous ; as it places the Merit of Works higher 
than ever the Papiſts placed it, and is utterly inconſi- 
ſtent with the humble Genius of the Proteſtant Reli- 

ion. 
, But your Neglect of taking proper Notice of theſe 
Things, not only leads you to diſregard the expreſs 
Sayings of our Lord, and to nullify his Work, but to 
heal the Wounds of the Daughter vf God's People 
ſlightly. “ You complain of our Proſaneneſs and Im- 
„ morality ; of our Profligacy and unjuſt Oppoſition 
« to lawful Authority; of our Diſregard to Decency 


« and good Manners, as well as to the Laws of our 
| Country; 


. 

© Country ; of that unlawful Purſuit of Pleafure, that 
« Luxury and Extravagance, which inſenſibly preys 
« upon the Conſtitution, debaſes the Strength, and 
« corrupts the Morals of our People.” And theſe 
are Evi.s that you ought to complain of; they are the 
ſure Signs of a dechning conſumptive State, and can 
never be enough lamented. But then, you never touch 
apon that Root of Bitterneis which bears this Gall and 
Wormwood : You ſay nothing of our Unbelief, which 
keeps us at a Diſtance from God, {from whom we mutt 
receive every good and perfect Giſt: You ſay nothing 
of Faith, without which it is impoſſible to pleaſe him, 
to turn from Evil or to return to him. Nor do you 
take the leaſt Notice of our Enmity to the bleſſed Jeſus. 
and his holy Goſpel ; of that Pronencſi 1 Rebellion and 
Naughtineſs of Heart, from whence proceeds every 
evil Thought, and Word and Work. Theſe Things 
you ought to have remembered, and not to have for- 

gotten the other. | 
Had you. remarked upon theſe Evils in the moral 
View you have taken of our national Vices, it would 
naturally have led you to point out ſuitable Remedies; 
You muſt then have perſuaded us to labour after an 
Union with Chriſt, the Fountain of Grace, by Faith; 
and this radical Union with him would have produced 
a moral Union, and have transformed us into his Like- 
neſs: Where Faith had been implanted, Love would 
have flowed ;. and where Love had flowed, there muſk 
have been ready and chearful Obedience; for the End 
of the Commandment is Charity, out of a pure Hear, 
and Faith unfeigned. But without theſe gracious Ha- 
bits internally wrought, what will all the outward Re- 
ſormation in the World do for us? Have you not read 
of the Phariſees? Did not theſe People keep clean the 
Outſide of the Cup and the Platter? Far from being 
guilty of any ſcandalous Immortality, they prayed in 
the Streets, made broad their Phylacteries, faſted twice 
a: Week, and gave Tythes of all that they poſſeſſed : 
Yet were their inward Parts ſo filthy, that they finally 
became obnoxious to a Judgment ten thouſand Times 
worſe than what has beiallen the unhappy Inhabi- 
(ants 
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on this Baſis, and our after Obedience. But can the 
ſincereſt Repentance, or the deepeſt Humiliation, de- 
ſerve the Favour of God, and the Remittance of Pu- 
niſhment ? If ſo, then fallen Adam might have broken 
in Pieces the Chains of eternal Death, in which he was 
holden: And then, what need of ſhedding the Blood 
of the promiſed Seed ? What need of ſuch a Sacrifice to 
appeaſe God, if he was already appeaſed, or could be 
appeaſed by the Relentings of Man ? Briefly, If the 
Death of Chriſt was neceſſary to purchaſe eternal Re- 
demption for us, then our Repentance and Humiliation 
can never deſerve the divine Favour. 

Nor can our after Obedience procure ſuch Protection. 
Perfect Obedience is a Debt continually due from every 
Creature as ſuch ; and the Payment of a Debt due now, 
can never be a Compenſation for the Non-payment of 
Arrears : Nor can the moſt exact Payment of what is 
due from one's ſelf, be eſteemed the leait Part of Pay- 
ment of what is due from another; and therefore where 
the Debt is Obedience, as all Creatures are bound to 
obey at all Times, none but a God can pay oft the 
Score of any one Delinquent. This is a tremendous 
Conſideration, even ſuppoſing true Repentance, and 
a thorough Reformation, were wholly in our own 
Power : But when as Sinners we are intirely without 
Strength, Rom. v. 6, 8. when (as J have already ob- 
ſerved) theſe Gifts are perfectly dependant upon Grace, 
and the Good Spirit of God; ſurely, to talk of deferv- 
ing the Favour of Heaven by them, muſt be extremely 
abſurd. Nor is it only extremely abſurd, but extreme- 
ly dangerous ; as it places the Merit of Works higher 
than ever the Papiſts placed it, and is utterly inconſi- 
ſtent with the humble Genius of the Proteſtant Reli- 

ion. 
. But your Neglect of taking propet Notice of theſe 
Things, not only leads you te diſregard the expreſs 
Sayings of our Lord, and to nullify his Work, but to 
heal the Wounds of the Daughter 'of God's People 
ſlightly. © You complain of our Profaneneſs and Im- 
% morality ; of our Profligacy and unjuft Oppoſition 
« to lawful Authority; of our Diſregard to Decency 


« ard good Manners, as well as to the Laws of our 
| Country; 
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Country; of that unlawful Purſuit of Pleaſure, that 
« Luxury and Extravagance, which infenfibly preys 
« upon the Conſtitution, debaſes the Strength, and 
„ corrupts the Morals of our People.” And theſe 
are Evi.s that you ought to complain of; they are the 
ſure Signs of a dechning conſumptive State, and cam 
never be enough lamented. But then, you never touch 
upon that Root of Bitterneſs which bears this Gal! and 
Wormwood : You ſay nothing of our Unbelizf, which 
keeps us at 2 Diſtance from God, from whom we mult 
receive every good and perfect Git : You ſay nothing 
of Faith, without which it is impoſſible to pleaſe him. 
to turn from Evil or to return to him. Nor do you 
take the leaſt Notice of our Enmity to the bleſſed Jeſus. 
and his holy Goſpel ; of that Pronene/s to Rebellion and 
Naughtineſs of Heart, from whence proceeds every 
evil Thought, and Word and Work. Theſe Things 
you ought to have remembered, and not to have for- 
gotten the other. 

Had you. remarked upon theſe Evils in the moral 
View you have taken of our national Vices, it would 
naturally have led you to point out ſuitable Remedies; 
You muſt then have perſuaded us to iabour after an 
Union with Chriſt, the Fountain of Grace, by Faith; 
and this radical Union with him would have produced 
a moral Union, and have transformed us into his Like- 
neſs: Where Faith had been implanted, Love would 
have flowed ;. and where Love had flowed, there muſt 
have been-ready and chearful Obedience ; for the End 
of the Commandment is Charity, out of a pure Heart, 
and Faith unfeigned. But without theſe gracious Ha- 
bits internally wrought, what will all the outward Re- 
formation in the World do for us? Have you not read 
of the Phariſees? Did not theſe People keep clean the 
Outſide of the Cup and the Platter ? Far from being 
guilty of any ſcandalous Immortality, they prayed in 
the Streets, made broad their Phylacteries, faſted twice 
a: Week, and gave Tythes of all that they poſſeſſed: 
Yet were their inward Parts fo filthy, that they finally 
became obnoxious to a Judgment ten thouſand Times 
worſe than what has beiallen the unhappy Inhabi- 
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tants of Liſbon. Let us not deceive ourſelves ; neither 
outward Reformation, nor outward Morality are ſuffi- 
cient ; neither outward Profeſſions, nor outward Du- 
ties will make a Man a Chriftian. The King's Daugh- 
ter is all glorious within, as well as without ; and if 
we belong to the Redeemer, we muſt be ſanctified by 
him both in Soul and Body, and Spirit. 

If you would reform the World, exzacnu Tae 
GosrEL: The Goſpel contains the only Motives, that 
can poſſibly prevail upon any to embrace it. People 
may talk of the Amiableneſs of the Divine Being, and 
the Charms of Virtue, thereby to allure us to return 
to the one, and to embrace the other ; but without a 
true Faith in the Promiſes of Pardon and Acceptance, 
true Repentance can never be attained ; and a free and 
gracious Pardon and Acceptance is no where promiſed, 
but in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. The Goodne!s of God 
freely offering Pardon and Peace, mult lead us back to 
him, or we approach him no more. Earthquakes, Fa- 
mine, Peſtilence, or any other Evils, have their Uſe 
only as they diſcover to us our preſent Condition, and 
greatly enhance the offered Kindneſs ; but we love 
God becauſe he firſt loved us: We love Jeſus Chriſt 
becauſe he obeyed and died for us, and his great 
Love thus manifeſted, does not urge, but conttrain 
us to love him again; becauſe we thus judge, that 
if one died for all, then we are all dead; and he 
died for all, that they which live ſhould not hence- 
forth live unto themfelves, but unto him which died 
for them and roſe again. Theſe are the Cords of a 
Man, and the Bands of Love, wherewith we are 
drawn to our heavenly Father. Herein is Love, not 
that we loved God, but that he loved us, and ſent his 
Son to be the Propitiation for* our Sins; and if God 
ſo loved us, ſurely. we ou hr to love him again, and 
to teſtify our Love by a ſuitable Obedience, When 
no Creature (as I have hinted) could furniſh a 
Righteouſneſs that might be imputed to us, who can 
but ſtand amazed that the Father ſhould ſend his only 
begotren Son to obey in our ftead ? When no Creature 
could bear the Wrath of an offended God, and by dy- 


ing 


off ; 


ing overcome Death, who can but ſtand amazed, that 
the Son of God ſhould be ſent to ſuffer and to die, that 
we might live through him? Who can but ſtand 
amazed, that the Son of God ſhould take our Nature 
upon himſelf, that he might thus obey and die for us? 

ow can we behold him thus dying for us, and not 
die to that Sin for which he died? When Love fo 
unprecedented ſpeaks ſo loud, who can but hear, and 
wonder, and return to the Lord. 

What I have ſaid, I think, plainly ſhews, that your 
Diſcourſe might have been far more evangelical ; and 
as plainly ſhews, what (ſuperior Motives to Repentance 
and Reformation would have occurred if it àad been 
ſo; ſo that, humbly recommending my Remarks to 
your ſerious Confideration, I might here have con- 
cluded my Letter ; but as you allow, that the late 
Earthquakes © have hitherto been the merciful Warn- 
* ings of a kind and good Providence, to diſpoſe us to 
% hear the Rod; and to confider, with that Awe 
„ which becomes us, the Hand which hath appointed 
« it;” —a few Eclairciſſements upon one of the Leſſons 
which you have advanced under that Head, become 
abſolutely neceſſary, left by miſtaking the Caſe we 
ſhould loſe the Benefit of our Neighbour's Afflictions. 

You recommend upon this Occaſion © Our guard- 
„ing ourſelves againſt any hard Cenſures, which a 
Reflection upon theſe extraordinary Calamities en- 
« courage in Minds too readily diſpoſed to judge with 
« Severity.” And conclude, * That it is certain that 


% we have no Right to determine what are the parti- 


« cular Intentions of Providence in this Diſpenſation.“ 
— But certainly we have a Right to determine, that 
ſuch Puniſhments are inflicted becauſe of Sin: Elſe, 
how do they (in your own Words) © ſpeak to us the 
„Language of the divine Diſpleaſure ?“ Elſe, how 
can they be conſidered as Puniſhments to correct ſome, 
and to warn others? Elſe, how can they be conſidered 
as the louder Calls of Anger ? or of what Uſe to bring 
us Home to ourſelves ? This you muſt grant, or you 
pull down all that you have before builded, and make 
yourſelf a Treſpaſſer. I allow, that we have no Right 
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to conclude theſe unhappy People to be greater Sinners 
than ourſelves, becauſe of their greater Sufferings : 
This would lead us Phariſaically to cajole ourſelves in 
our Iniquities, rather than to take Warning by others, 
yet we are allowed to look upon them as very great 
Offenders. ' Our Saviour does not reprove his Diiciples 


for thinking thoſe Galilzans, whole Blood + Pilate had. 


mingled with their Sacrifices, to be very great Sinners; 
but for thinking them to be greater Sinners than them» 
felves, which is indeed, a Temper of Mind utterly in- 
conſiſtent with true Repentance. 

We are allowed then to ſuppoſe the Portugueſe to be 
great Si mers, and that the Lisbon Earthquake was a. 
Puniſhment inflited for din; and it we can diſcover. 
any thing in their Conduct, that might tend to bring 
down this divine Judgment upon them, it will be our: 
Wiidom to take Warning by it, and carefully to avoid. 
it as a fatal Snare: And turely we may ſee ſome T hings 
in them, which God has, in all Ages, puniſhed with 
the moſt ſevere Chaſtiſement. As 

Firſt, Idolatry. It is impoſſible but that you, Sir, muſt 
have heard of the ſtupid Profaneneſs and Idolatry of 
theſe People; of their mock Proceſſions, and barba- 
rous Mimickry of the Redeemer's Sufferings, ſuch as 
was a Scandal to human Nature, and ſuch as never 
tarniſhed the moſt profane Rights of Heatheniſm: 
Such Fopperies, this horrible Puniſhment ſhould cau- 
tion us carefully to avoid; and to avoid every Means 
that would lead us into them : It ſhould make us care- 
fully abide by the Goſpel of Chriſt, which is the Pow- 
er of God to Salvation to every one that believes; and 
wherein is revealed the Righteouſneſs of God from 


Faith to Faith; It ſhould make us careful to live up to 


it, leſt for negleQing ſo great Salvation, God ſhould 
give us up to ſtrong Deluſions to believe ſuch Lies, 
and to worſhip and ſerve the Creature more than the 

Creator, who is bleſſed for ever. 
Secondly, Perſecution. We all know, that at Lis- 
bon the barbarous Inquiſition reigned in all its arcs 
and 


_ 


— u__— 


+ See Luke xlii. 2. 
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and that Thouſands have there fallen a Sacrifice to it, 
whoſe Blood has long cried aloud tor Vengeance; and 
we know, that Perſecutors have been molt ſeverely 
puniſhed in all Ages : So that, taught by this dreadful 
Judgment, we ſhould carefully avoid this Crime ; a 
Crime of ſo deep a Dye, that in its higheſt Stage, 
when it ſtrikes at the Truth as ſuch, it becomes irre- 
miſſible, and can never be forgiven either in this 
World, or in that which is to come. I allow that 
theſe People are connected to us by every Tie but that 
of Religion; but this of itſelf conſtitutes ſo vaſt a Dif- 
ference, that whenever we are diſpoſed to ſpeak moſt 
favourably'of their Failings, and attribute them to the 
Prejudices of Education, or the Weakneſs of human 
Judgment, we ſhould ſtill remember, that we are Pro- 
teſtants, and they were Papiſts: And indeed, to us, as 
P:oteſtants and Chriſtians, there is fomething in this 
divine Judgment fo very remarkable, that, it rightly 
conſidered, it may greatly confirm us in both. 

As Proteſtants, we all look for the Deſtruction of 
Antichriſt and his Kingdom; and here we behold a 
City whoſe unequailed Trade, in Gold and Silver, and 
precious Stones, was a proper Type of that ſpiritual 
Merchandiſe ſo many hundred Years vended by her 
Mother Rome ; like whom ſhe was built upon ſeven 
Hills; like whom, as a molt obedient Daughter, ſhe 
was a Neſt of Idolaters and Perſecutors : And as ſhe 
was fo like her Mother in every Thing, we have all 
the Reaſon in the World to think, that Rome like Li, 
bon ſhall one Dav be puniſhed. Moſt remarkable it is 
that on the Day which ſhe had abuſed to rob the eter- 
nal God of his Honour, and to give it to the whole 
Hoſt of Heaven ; on the Day which ſhe had abuſed in 
ſhedding the Blood of "Thouſands ; on that very Day 
God came dawn to hold his Auto de Fe, and her own 
Blood was required. Thus, when her Mother Rome 
ſhall ſay, I fir as a Queen, and am no Widow, and 
ſhall ſee no Sorrow ; in that very Day ſhall her Plagues 
come, Death, and Mourning and Famine, and ſhe ſhall 
be utterly burnt with Fire, tor ſtrong is the Lord God 


ho judges her, 
who judges he yn 
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As Chriſtians, we all look and wait for the Comi 
of our Lord unto Judgment, and therefore would 
y a ſpecial Regard to every Token of his Approach: 
He himſelf has told us, that before his Coming, there 
ſhall be Signs in the Sun, and in the Moon, and in the 
Stars, and upon the Earth, Diſtreſs of Nations with 
Perplexity, the Sea and the Waves roaring, Men's 
Hearts failing them for Fear, and for looking after 
thoſe Things which are coming upon the Earth ; for 
the Powers of Heaven ſhall be ſhaken. When there- 
fore we ſee any ſuch Things come to paſs, we ſhould 
lift up our Heads for our Redemption draws nigh : 
Nor, need we to fear, if Chriſt dwells in our Hearts 
by Faith ; if we are rooted and grounded in Love, 
though the Heavens and the Earth fly away, and their 
Place be found no more ; for the Lord of Hoſts is 
with us, and Jeſus Chriſt is our Refuge. In whom I 
am, | 
Reverend Sir, 
Your ſincere Well-wiſher, Cc. 


LETTER XXII. 


London, Miles's Lane, April 9, 1752. 

Dear Sir, 
OON after I received your laſt Favour, we were 
viſited by a very alarming Providence; a Fire broke 
out in a Sugar-Baker's Workhouſe, Part of which com- 
municated with my Brother's Houſe, and the whole 
was ſeparated from us, only by a Court-Yard, four or 
five Yards in Breadth. Three Engines played from his 
Houſe, and another ſtood ready in the Dining-Room, 
in caſe of any unexpected Exigency. We were all 
Conſternation and Confuſion ; in the Hurry, I miſlaid 
ſome where or other your valuable Letter, and cannot 
recover it by any Search. I wiſh yof would be ſo 
kind, as to direct me once more to the Magazine, in 
which your Chronological Obſervation is inſerted ; I 
ſhall be more particularly pleaſed, to ſee Difficulties 
of this Nature cleared up; becauſe, the Works of a 


very celebrated Genius are lately publiſhed, in vw 
e 
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he very much decries the Chronology and Hiſtory of 
the ſacred Scriptures; I mean ſome poſthumous Vo- 
lumes, written by the late Lord Bolingbroke. 

' You will excuſe me, for not making my thankful 
Acknowledgments ſooner. The Objections you ſtart- 
ed, and the Anſwers you gave, were richly worth pre- 
ſerving ; I am truly ſorry, that the aforementioned 
Diſaſter has, I fear, deprived me of them. Have you 
no Copy taken for your own Satisfaction ? With rela- 
tion to my intended Work, if it was in your Hands, I 
believe, you would not think expedient, to add any 
thing more of the argumentative Kind. I fear, I have 
been too prolix already, and if ever I ſhould be ſo hap- 
Py, as to obtain your Reviſal of it, ſhould be very de- 
ſirous that you would make very free with the Pruning- 
knife, —1 have no Vindication, but ſome Excuſe, 
for my Delay in Writing. I catched ſuch a Cold, 
on the late terrifying Occaſion (being obliged to wade 
thro' Water, in order to eſcape the Fire) as confined 
me to my Chamber ſeveral Weeks. 1 mentioned to 
you Taylor's Treatiſe of Original Sin. As you have 
not ſeen the Work, give me leave ꝛ0 tranſmit, as ful- 
ly as I can recollect, one or two of his ObjeRions to 
the orthodox Opinion. _——God is the Maker, the true 
and immediate Maker, of all Men, Fob xxxi. 13. Now 
tis impoſſible that God ſhould make our Nature, and 

et not make the Qualities and Propenſities which it 

as when made. Therefore, whatever Principles, or 
whatever Seeds are implanted in our Conſtitution, they 
cannot be Principles of Iniquity nor Seeds of Sin; be- 
cauſe, they are all infuſed and planted by our infinitely 

ood and holy Creator, — Such Paſſions, Appetites, 

ropenſities, cannot be finful, becauſe they are nece(- 
ſary and unavoidable (and that cannot be ſinful in me, 
which I can no ways avoid, help or hinder) neither 
can they render us Objects of God's Wrath; for it 
is infinitely abſurd, and highly diſhonourable to God, 
to ſuppoſe he is diſpleaſed at us, for what he him- 
ſelf has infuſed into our Nature. 


What 
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What fays St. James, + © Therewith curſe we Men, 
« who are made after the Similitude of God ;” the Si- 
militude of God fignifies thoſe moral Endowments, 
which diſtinguiſh the Poſſeſſor, both from the Brutes 
and the Devils; and in this Image, or veſted with 
theſe Qualifications, Men are made. What then be- 
comes of the Doctrine of Original Sin? 
St. Paul ſpeaks of People, that had their Under- 
ſtanding darkened, that were alienated in their Minds, 
were Haters of God, &c. But this is affirmed of the 
idolatrous Heathen : Ihe very Gentiles, according to 
St. Paul's Account, ſhew the Work of the Law writ- 
ten on their Hearts, their Conſciences mean while ac- 
caſing or elſe excuſing one another. Here then are 
Heathens, who have the Work of the Law, (not bare- 
ly diſcerned by their Underſtanding, but) written on 
their Hearts ; have both the — and the Love 
of its moral Precepts; with an awakened tender Con- 
ſcience, ever ready to act the Part of an impartial Re- 
prover, or a zealous Advocate, and what higher Cha- 
racter can you give of your Firſt rate Believer? They 
are alſo ſaid to do by Nature the Things contained in 
the Law; an irrefragable Proof that our Nature is not 
ſo depraved in Point of Inclination, nor fo diſabled 
with regard to its executive Powers, as the DoQtine of 
Original Sin ſuppoſes. | 
Let me requeit the Favour of your Sentiments upon 
the preceding Objections. Your ingenious Remarks 
on Deut. xxxiii. 13, Sc. I received; I prize, and 1 
thank you for them; may the gracious God, for a Re- 
compence, lead you farther and farther into the un- 
ſearchable Treaſures of Wiſdom hid in the Scriptures, 
and fill you with all Wiſdom and ſpiritual Underſtand- 
ing. I comfort myſelf in thinking, that you do not 
in your Prayers forget, dear Sir, 
| ' Your much obliged, and 
Truly affectionate Friend, 


J. Hervey. 
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LETTER YA. 
+ Weflon Favell, Dec. 14, 1752. 


Reverend Sir, | 
I TTLE did I think, when I recommended to the 
Publick, the Obſervations on that I ſhould 
be ſo agreeably and amply recompenſed for my occaſi- 
onal Note ; recompenſed with a Letter from the Au- 
thor ; which, I aſſure you was extremely welcome; 
not only on Account of the ſame Strain of Elegance, 
which runs through and adorns your Book ; but for 
the Tender which it brought me, of a very valuable 
Acceſſion to the ſmall Number of my Friends. — Your 
Friendſhip, dear Sir, I accept as a Privilege, and ſhall 
cultivate with Delight. Only I muſt in common Ju- 
ſtice, forewarn you of one Particular: That your ſocial 
Iatercourſes with James Herwey, will be an Exerciſe of 
Charity, rather than an advantageous T raffick to your- 
felf. Beſides other Reaſons, which I might too truly 
alledge for the Support of this Hint, a.long continued 
Habit of Indiſpoſition and bodily Weakneſs, has laid a 
heavy .Hand on my animal Spirits, which (take m 
Word for it, ſince I hope you you will never know it 
by Experience) both cramps the Exertion and obſtructs 
the Improvement, of the intellectual Faculties —You 
remember, however, who has ſaid, it is more bleſſed 
to give, than to receive; which J think, will hold 
good, when applied either to the Treafures of the 
Mind, or the riches of Fortune. - (40 w3 
Your Approbation of any Thing in my flight Re- 
marks, will give me ſingular Satisfaction; yet I ſhould 
be no leſs obliged for your free Thoughts, on what 
ſhould have been added, expunged, or altered. Let 
this, dear Sit, be the Firſt-ſruits of our Friendſhip. 
Point out my Blemiſhes, and ſupply wy DefeQs. Ap- 
prove may be more ſoothing to my Vanity; but ſuck 
ind Cotrections will be more pleaſing to my Judg- 
ment, and more ſerviceable to our common Caule. 
"Tis ſcarce probable. that a ſecond Edition! ſhould be 
publiſhed, as the firſt was numerous ; but if —— 
| ou 
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ſhould be ſuch a Demand, I am ſure, your Animadver- 
ſions would enrich and ennoble it. 

I thank you, for your Reflections on the Scriptures, 
which are perfeAly juſt, and peculiarly animated. I 
cannot but wiſh, that the Vindication of their Dignity, 
and the Diſplay ot their Excellency, had fallen to your 
Share. This I .truit, is a Service reſerved for your 
Pen ; to be drawn, with ten-fold Energy and Succeſs, 
on ſome future Occaſion. And may you, when called 
to ſuch an important Work, be a Veſſel unto Honour, 
ſanQified, and meet for the Maſter's Uſe ! 

I bleſs God for the juſt Notions you form, concern- 
ing the Holy Spirit, and the Neceffity of his enlight- 
ening Influences ; without which, the Scriptures will 
be a ſealed Book, and even the Word of Life a dead 
Letter, Men of ſuperior Abilities too often lean to 
their own Underſtanding, and reje& the Guidance, 
the Teachings, of the Holy Ghoſt. Not becauſe theſe 
are not mentioned, inſiſted upon, promiſed in the Goſ- 
pel ; but becauſe they fancy themſelves capable of 
comprehending, without any ſupernatural Aid, Ta 
paryaing Ts Ow. But may we, Sir, be ſenſible, ever 
ſenſible, that all our Sufficiency is of God; and not 
bluſh to be the humble Pupils of the heavenly Teach- 
er, who hideth theſe Things from the Wiſe and Pru- 
dent, but revealeth them unto Babes.—I am defirous 
of being taught by the Labours of learned Men ; more 
deſirous of being taught by the written Word of Reve- 
lation: But, amidſt all, and above all, to be taught of 
God; or, as our Liturgy very boſdly, but not impro- 
perly, explains the Prophet, taught by the Inſpiration 
of God's Holy Spirit. # 

I m pleaſed to hear from * *, that you are ſituated 

near that worthy Gentleman Dr. *, whoſe Works 

iſe him in the Gate ; to whom belongs that noble 

Character, The liberal Perſon deviſeth liberal Things; 
to whom, I truſt, will be made good that ineſtimable 

Promiſe, in its fulleſt Extent, by liberal was ſhall 
he ſtand. They ſhall be his Witneſſes at the Day of 

eternal Judgment, that his Faith in Chriſt Jeſus has 
neither been empty, barren, nor dead,—When Rn 
| ave 
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bave the Pleaſure of waiting on him, be ſo good as 
to preſent him with my moſt reſpectful Compliments. 

ou are not under the leaſt Obligation to me, for 
bearing my Teſtimony to your Jate Performance. It is 
a Debt which I owe, for the Delight I received in pe- 
ruſing it. I wiſh, it may ſoon come to a ſecond Edi- 
tion: And, if my Atteſtation to its Merit, is a Means 
of introducing it into the Hands of my Readers, I don't 
doubt, but it will do an Honour to my Taſte. The 
Preſent, which you promiſe me, will be very accep- 
table: But, my dear Sir, if you have a Family, or your 
Circumſtances ſhould not be affluent, I beg you will 
not think of it. You ſee | follow your Example, and 
ſpeak, not as new Acquaintance, but as a Boſom 
Friend. | 

Should it ever be in my Power to do you any 
Service, I can ſuggeſt a Method, whereby you might 
repay, more than repay the Favour, That is, by ta- 
king the Trouble of reviſing a little Work, which I 
have upon the Anvil, and beſtowing upon it your free 
Remarks. A few Touches from your Pen would, if 
the "I hing be not incorrigibly bad, very much improve 
it Had I not ſeen a Diſplay of your Judgment and 
Delicacy, in the Obſervations, &fc. I ſhould not have 
aſked ſuch an Inſtance of your Friendſhip ; whereas 
now, I cannot but earneſtly deſire it, ſhall highly eſteem 
it, and ſhall very thankfully acknowledge it. 

Not by Might, not by Strength, but by my Spirie, 
ſaith the Lord And we may truly ſay, not by po- 
liſhed Diction, or brilliant Sentiment; not by the 
Arts of Perſuaſion, or the Force of Reaſoning; but 
by God's almighty's Bleſſing, our Attempts are preva- 
lent, and our Books ſucceisful. This is my Comfort, 
and this my Confidence : As an Author, I would aim, 
fingly aim at the Glory of my divine Maſter, and the 
Furtherance of his everlaſting Goſpel. Then I would 
reſign the Iſſue of my Endeavours wholly to his Pro- 
vidence and Grace; who can, out of the Mouths of 
Babes and Suckling, perfect his Praiſe. Nevertheleſs, 
IT would by no Means negle& the Recommendations of 
a gracetul Compoſition. I would be glad to have the 


Apples 
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Apples of Gold, which are the Truths of our holy Re- 
ligion, conveyed or ſet in Pictures of Silver, For this 
we have the Genius of human Nature, which, gene- 
rally ſpeaking, mult be pleaſed, in order to be profit- 
ed, For this we have the Precedent of the wileſt of 
Men, who ſought and found out acceptable Words, 
even when that which was written, was the Truth of 
God. If it is confiſtent with your other Engage- 
ments, to oblige me in this very ſubſtantial Manner, — 
*, who undertakes to tranſmit: this Letter, has pro- 
miſed to convey a little Parcel to your Hands. | 
I wiſh you, Sir, what the eloquent Apoſtle ſtiles, F 
* the Riches of the full Aſſurance of Underſtanding,” 
and turning my Wiſhes into Prayers, take my Leave, 
and profeſs mytelt, 
Rev, Sir, 
Your truly affectionate 
Friend and Brother, 


J. Henvey. 
LETTER XXIV. 


My dear Friend, 

HE Apoſtle warns us not to be be * carried 

© about with every Wind of Doctrine.“ —1 
think, Marſhall has anſwered great Part of Dr. *** 
Letter (ſee Page 96, 97, of the 8vo Edition.) —Pray 
defire Dr. * at his Leiſure to ſhew, wherein he ſul- 
pets Marſhall to be unſcriptural.— Vou may depend 
upon it, | ſhall appeal from the Doctor's Determina- 
tion, unleſs he ſupports it by Scripture, —The poor 
and unlearned, generally underſtand the Goſpel better 
than the accomplithed Scholars, -becauſe, it pleaſes 
God by the Fooliſhneſs t of preaching, to ſave them 
that believe. God long ago foretold, that but few 


would underitand and receive evangelical Truth. 
Who 


— 


1 


- + See Cold. ii. 2. 
1 See 1 Cor. i. 21. 
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Who hath believed our Report? ſays 1aiah: Very, 
very few, To this St. Paul adds; not many wiſe, not 
many mighty are called, The Attributes of the Deity 
will ſtand clear from all juſt Impeachment. it we demon- 
ſtrate, that his Doctrine is moſt excellently calculated, 
to humble the Sinner, to exalt the Saviour, and pro- 
mote filial Obedience. _- Let the Objections and Miſ- 
apptehenſions of ſuch learned and ingenious Men, 
teach us to diſtruſt our own Ability; not to lean to 
our own Underſtandings, but ſeek more earneſtly for 
the Spirit of Wiidom and Revelation. 
Dr. thinks the Doctrine delivered in Marfoall's 
Book to be inconſiſtent with Scripture, and repugnant 
to Reaſon.— Whereas, I think it contains the very 
Marrow of Scripture ;. conſequently, is Reaſon in its 
hizheſt Refinement. I daily experience it to be the 
Medicine of my better Life, or the moſt ſovereign 
Means to comtort the Conſcience and purity the 
Heart. If the Dr. had Leiſure, I ſhould be glad to 
hear what a Perſon of his fine Senſe and keen Diſ- 
cernment could ſay againſt my favourite Author. — 
Have you any Author of Elegance and Spirit, who 
has written either a Treatiſe or Sermon on the Subject 
of true + Holineſs, —its Nature,—its Neceflity,—its 
Excellency ? If you could furniſh me with ſuch a Trea- 
tiſe, I would endeavour to put his Diſplays of Holineſs in- 
to Theron's Mouth, and Aſpaſio ſhould ſhe the Manner 


of 


+ See the celebrated Biſhop Foxwler's Defign of Chri- 
flianity, or plain Demonſtration, that the enduing Men 
with inward, real Righteouſneſs (or true Holineſs) 
was the ultimate End of our Saviour's coming into the 
World; and is the grand Intention of his bleſſed Goſ- 
pel.—Whoever therefore reads Mr. Herwey's late Edi- 
tion of Mar/hall on Sanfification, would do well to 
read with the ſame Attention, what is ſaid on the fame 
Subje& by Biſhop Fowler. A beautiful Edition of 
whoſe Work may be had at Mr. Rivingt-n's in St. 
Paul's Church-Yard. Price three Shillings. 


( 48 ] 
of acting, all on Evangelical Principles —Has Ateer- 
bury ſaid any Thing of this kind, or Fofter in his Ser- 
mons. I wiſh you would ſearch your own Stock of 
Ideas. Search your moſt admired Arminian Writers, 
and. produce the ,noble Qualities, the important Du- 
ties, which conſtitute the Dignity or the Happineſs of 
our Nature ; and I will undertake, I will attempt, at 
leaſt to point. out the expeditious and eaſy Way to 
them, all on Mr. Marſhalls Plan. 

The Dr. is ſtrangely vague in his Argumentation. 
On the two firſt Topicks he does little elie but ramble ; 
the laſt he abſolutely miſtakes. I don't affirm that we 
have ſufficient Strength. I wonder how he could ſup- 
pole this, when he knows it is our Perſuaſion, that 
we have not Power fo much as: cordially to will that 
which is Good. But a Perſuaſion that God will give 
us ſufficient Strength, this is the Point we plead, for 
wy Privilege to which we ſtand entitled by the Gof- 
" "Jay forgot, my dear Friend, to ſend me Jennings on 
Original Sin If you think Mrs.“ is in Want, I 
will very willingly give her two. Guineas. Who would 
not give away their Superfluities for his ſake, who 
9 his very Life for our Sins? O!] that I had alſo 

trength of Body, that I might ſpend what is more 
valuable than Gold in his ſacred Service] But forbear, 
my Soul, his Will be done.—1 hope God mey incline 
your Heart, to review thoſe Manuſcripts ; and 
ſtrengthen your Judgment, to diſcern their Impropri- 
eties. I really have no Fondneſs to appear again in 
Print : 1 had much rather decline, what requires any 
Labour of the Brain. But, ſince I have proceeded fo 
far in the Work, ſince there is ſome Expectation of it, 
and many Prayers put up for it, I cannot be eaſy, 
when I offer to diſcontinue it, Do, my dear Friend, 
ive me a little of your Time; take ſome Pains in my 
Behalf; tis the laſt Trouble of this Kind I ſhall ever 
give you, For ſhould this Piece be finiſhed, never, 
never will I attempt another. Who knows, but if 
you help me in this Work, I may converſe with you, 
when I am dead; and perhaps, a very weak Fo, 
m 
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from the Pen of an old Friend, may be bleſſed to your 
Comfort, when he is gone hence, and no more ſeen. 
'Till then, after then, and for ever, I hope to be af- 
fectionately yours, + 


James Hervey. 


P. S. Pray let me hear the Iſſue of your Interview 
with the Gentleman.—I hope, the God of Wiſdom 
and of Power, will give you an irreproachable Con- 
duct, and a decent Boldneſs. Why ſhould we be 


afraid of Man that ſhall die, and the Son of Man that 


ſhall be as Graſs ; and forget the Lord our Maker, 
who ſtretched out the Heavens, and laid the Founda- 
tion of the Earth ? Fear not, you have done nothing 
in this whole Affair, but what, I am verily perſuaded, 
is pleaſing to him, whoſe Loving-kindneſs is better 
than Life. 

Oh ! that it was worth your while to wiſh, and that 
it was ſafe for me to grant, an Abſolution of my Sen- 
tence againſt you—but you muſt not come to hear me 
ſo long as the Smali-pox is in your Town, as many of 
my People will be terrified at your Preſence. T'll tell 
you one good Thing, that was in our Sermon laſt Sun- 
day; this Portion + of Scripture, vin. With the 
Lord there is Mercy, and with him is plenteous 
Redemption.“ And this, all this, is for you, my 
dear Friend; and for thee, my ſinful Soul. O! let 
us receive the Bleſſing ; let us embrace the Bleſſings ! 
For it is our gracious Maſter's Will, by theſe ſweet, 
inviting, generous Methods, to wean us from a delud- | 
ing World, and win us to his bleſſed Self. "1 

Adieu. 


+ See Balu CXXX. 7. 
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LETTER IXY. 


Dear and Reverend Sir ! 
O U need no Apology for delaying your Anſwer 
to my Letter. You have a Precedent to plead, 
which muſt, if not ſatisfy, yet ſtrike me dumb; but [ 
propoſe, if the Lord aſſiſt, to be more punctual for the 
future, in acknowledging the Favours I receive from 
my valuable and valued Correſpondents; among whom, 
I ſhall always reckon Mr. “. | 
Tam much obliged for your very juſt and very im- 
portant Remarks: They give me ſuch an Idea of 
your Knowledge in the Things of Chriſt, and your 
— 42 with experimental Religion, that [I 
mult beg Leave to lay before you the Plan which I 
have ſketched out, for my Treatiſe on Goſpel Holineſ+ ; 
with an earneſt Requeſt, that you will rigorouſly exa- 
mine it, and freely paſs your Judgment upon it. Sug- 
gefting, wherever it is improper, the Means of recti- 
ying it; wherever it is defective, a Method for com- 
pleating it. 


The PLAN. 


Pleaſure and Happineſs of Chriſt's Religion, — 
We muſt partake of the Comforts of the Goſpel, be- 
fore we can be fitted to practiſe the Duties of the 
Law.—Theren oppreſſed with Fears, on Account of 
his numerous Sins; diſcouraged with Doubts, on 
Account of his imperfect Obedience; the Cor- 
dials of the Goſpel are re-adminiſtred, with ſome ad- 
ditional Spirit and Strength. — Holineſs, Goſpel-Holi- 
neſs its Nature, Neceſſity, Excellency.— The En- 
dowments, neceſſary to fit us for the Practice of Ho- 
lineſs; a Perſuaſion of out Reconciliation to God, 
the Hope of everlaſting Happineſs, and an aſſured 
Expectation of Grace ſufficient for us.—The grand 
Efficient of Holineſs, the bleſſed Spirit; the principal 
Inſtrument, Faith. This renews the Diſpute concern- 

ing 


/ 


WA 
ing the Aſſurance, of Faith. Objections to it ſtated, 
diſcuſſed, anſweted. Holineſs more particularly de- 
lineated in its ſeveral Branches, and deduced from, br 
ſounded upon, evangelical Principles; ſuch as, I be- 
ſeech you by the Mercies of God: Ye are bought 
with a Price: Ye are the 'Temples of the living God : 
God hath forgiven you, &e,——All theſe Privileges, 
though not hereditary, yet indefeaſible; or the final 
Perſeverance of Believers. This eminently. conducive 
to Holineſs — The Scriptures, Prayer, Lord's Supper, 
when mixed with Faith, are effectual Means of Holi- 
neſs - Our Friends part, and renew their epiſtolary 
Correſpondence. Theron, deſirous to glorify the God 
of his Salvation, aſks Advice concerning the beſt Me- 
thod of Family-Worſhip, educating, Children, inſtruct- 
ing Servants, and edifying his Acquaintance.—On 
each of. theſe Particulars Aſpaſis ſatisfies his Inquiry, 
Enlarges on the Subject of Education, (eſpecially the 
Education of Daughters, as that ſeems to be moſt neg- 
laQed,, or the propet Manner of conducting it leaſt un- 
derſtoad Letter en the Cowenant of Grace; comprizing 
the Subſtance, and being a kind of Recapitulation of 
the preceding Volumes. Letter on the Way of living hy 
Faith in the Sen of God, or the Way of reducing all the 
Goſpel DNadtrines to ſuitable Practice. Aſpiaſio ſeited 


with a ſudden and fatal Illneſs. ' His Sentiments and 


Behaviour in hit laſt Moment. 
This, dear Sir, is my rough Draught. Apply the 
Compaſſes and Plummet: Examine it with your Rule 
and Line. Improve my Plan; aſſiſt me, with your Ad- 
vice and Pravers, to execute the Work; and may the 


great Maſter - Builder enable me to bring. forth the Top- 


ſtone, for the Honour of his holy Name, and for the 
Ediſication of his choſen People. am, dear Sir, 
Wich unfeigned Affection, your Brother in Chriſt, 
watt bin to or u ky 
5 * J. Hexver. 
N. B. 4. Mr. Hervey did not live to finiſh bis Plan, 
and as he was himſelf apprehenſive that he ſhould nat, 


he defired in his Preface ts» Marſhall on © Sanc- 
| 2D 2 tification, 


n 


tification, that Marſhall might be confidered as a Supple- 
ment to Theron and Aſpaſio, and as à kind of Subſlitute 
for what be intended to write on the ſame Subject, ac- 
cording to the Plan bere propoſed—— His Words are. 
« [ do by theſe Preſents depute Mr. Marſhall to - /upply 
«© my lack of Service.” © 2 16053) 


LETTER XXVI. 


Dear Sir, P04" | Weſton; Feb. 3, 1753. 
1 Am greatly obliged for your repeated Favours, and 

truly ſenſible of my Obligations. I have not ac 
knowledged them ſo falls as I ought, but Fhope 
you will excuſe this Neglect, and afcribe it to the real 
Cauſe, ill Health and weak Spirits, which cramp my 
Mind, unnerve my Hand, and make me treſpaſs upon 
the Candor of all my Correſpondents. Why did 1 
ay hope? I ſee you do excuſe me. Of this your laſt 
Letter, tranſmitted to Mr. Maſes Browne," is a clear 
and pleaſing Proof, which I fafely received, and for 
which I ſincerely thank you ;—as I bleſs the God of 
Grace, and the God of Wiſdom, for piving- you ſo 
friendly a Temper, and ſo difcerning a judgment: 

The little + Piece which you have ſo judiciouſly re- 
touched and improved, was not written for publick 
View, but I thought after. frequent Prayer to God for 
Direction, and attending to the Workiags of his Pro- 
vidence, it was his Will char it ſhould be'publiſhed? ' 
I-was: ſenſible of its many Defects, but upon his Al- 
mighty Power, I depend for its Uſeſulneſs; he can 
bid even a Worm threſh the Mountains; and make his 
Strength perfect, illuſtrious, triumphant, in the moſt 
abject Weakneſs. Bleſſed be his holy Name, that the 
Servants of ſeſus Chriſl, and the Advocates for his 
ſacred Cauſe, have ſuch an Arm tot rely on! If an- 
ther Edition ſhould be required 1-will take Leave to 
enrich my Piece with your Remarks ; and let me beg 

ain. 0 
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+ This little Piece was Remarks on Lord Bir- 
broke's Letters on the Hiſtory of the Old Teſtament. 


i 


a 
of you to favour me with your Opinion, in Relation 
to — Additions, which I have occaſionally penned, 
Page 111. after Line 22, add—But what ſhall we ſay 
to a Miſtake in the facred Chronology—a palpable 
Miſtake pointed out by his Lordſhip, proved to to be 
ſuch by. the Teſtimony of proſane Hiſtory ——Sa- 
maria iaid to be taken by the King of Afyria, twelve 
Years after the 4/jrian Empire was no more! For 
my own Part, I make neither Heſitation nor Scruple 
to reply, it Iſaiab and Herodotus f vary; it the Au- 
thors of the Kings, the Chronicles, and ſeveral of the 
Prophets differ from the Greek Hiſtorians, I am under 
no Difficulty in ſettling my Judgment, and taking my 
Side. When profane Writers agree with the ſacred, 
I admit both Accounts; when they diſagree, I reje& 
the former and acquieſce in the latter. Nor can I tax 
myſelf with any thing unreaſonable or arbitrary in 
this Proceeding; For ſurely thoſe Writers, who are 
able to foretell future Events, muſt deſerve the Prefe- 
rence in relating paſt. Thoſe Witneſſes, who dwelt 
on the Spot, and were perſonally concerned in Af- 
fairs, are more to be relied on than thoſe who lived in 
a diſtant Country, and wrote in a diſtant Age. With 
regard to the Caſe ſpecified by my Lord Bolingbroke, I 
believe the attentive Reader will find the Error, not 
in the ſacred Chronology, but in his Lordſhip's Ap- 
N The Kingdom of ria was not at that 

eriod no more ; but like the Iriſb or Scotch Crowns 


to the Engliſb, united to the Babylonian : Of which, 


when the holy Writers treat they call it ſometimes by 
one Name, ſometimes by the other, 

Page 1 5 after eſtabliſhed—inſert—* If I1/aiab 
« ſpeaks by divine Inſpiration, when he ſays of the 
* formidable Senacherib, The Lord of Hoſts ſhall tir 
« up a Scourge for him, according to the Slaughter 


— ——_ 


— — 


+ Herodotus does not differ from the Prophet 1/aiah 
and the Scripture Account of the Empire of Aria, 
'tis Crefias and Juſtin that vary from it. 
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« of Midian; ſurely that memorable Defeat, re- 
* corded in the Book of Judges, muſt be an undoubted 
* Fact. Could the Spirit, which is infallible, give 
« ſuch a Sanction to à Story which was fiftitious ?” 
When the ſame [/aiah prays in that elevated and ar- 
dent Strain——Awake, awake, put vn Strength, O 
Arm of the Lord! awake as in the ancient Days, in 
the Generations of old ! Art thou not it, that hath cut 
Rahab, and wounded the Dragon ? Art thou not it, 
which hath dried the Sea, the Waters of the great 
Deep ? That hath made the Depths of the Sea, a Way 
for the Ranſomed to paſs over ? Can we reaſonably 
imagine, that the Prophet would plead lying Vanities, 
before the God of Truth? That he would ground 
his own and his Countrymen's Faith, on a popular 
Romance; or on what my Lord calls, a purely hu- 
man and therefore fallibleꝰ Narrative ? 

Does not the bleſſed Jeſus deſcribe the Manner, and 
illuſtrate the Efficacy of his own Death, by the Ser- 
pent lifted up in the Wilderneſs, and its all healing 
Virtue on the wounded 1/rae/ites Does not the hol 
Apoſtle enumerate ſeveral of the moſt wonderful Mi- 
racles, wrought for the Deliverance, the Preſervation, 
the Chaſtiſement of Jrael, and from theſe Occur. 
rences - deduce the moſt important Admonitions z 
urge the moſt forcible Exhortations ?—Such Refe- 
rences, made by ſuch Perſons, not only ſuppoſe, but 
prove more than bare Alluſions, they are alſo Ratifi- 
cations ; and demonſtrate, with an Evidence, clear as 
the Wiſdom, firm as the Faithfulneſs, of an incarnate 
God, that the Writers of theſe Accounts, have neither 
deceived us, nor were deceived themſelves. Should 
it be ſaid, that theſe Paſſages are chiefly in the Mo/aica/ 
Hiſtory, and therefore give no Authority to the other 
hiſtorical Memoirs, I would aſk, Does not St. Paul Rom, 
ji. 2.—3: quote a Paſſage from the Book of Kings ? 
Does he not build upon the Paſſage as a ſure and in- 
dubitable Truth ? Does he not dignify the Book with 
what I may term, the incommunicable Character in 
Writing; and ſtile it, by way of ſuperlative Eminence, 
The Scripture ? Is it not undeniably certain, that the 


Jewif 
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ewiſh Youths, and Timothy among the reſt——were 
inſtructed in the hiſtorical as well as the prophetical 
Volumes of the OA Teflament ? Does not the beſt of 
udges recommend all thoſe Volumes to our higheſt 
ſtimation, by pronouncing them Holy Writings ? 
(ung yeaupmale) Hoa he not clearly manifeſt their di- 
'vine Extra, when he ſo nobly diſplays their divine 
Effects; they are able to make thee wiſe to Salva- 
tion, through Faith which is in Jeſus Chriſt ? What 
then ſhall we think of Lord Bolingbroke's Declaration? 
which I could not read without Grief, and cannot 
tranſcribe without Horror. The Bible Hiſtory ap- 
« pears to every one, who reads it without Prepoſ- 
« ſeſſion, and with Attention, to be nothing more 
* than a Compilation of old Traditions, and an Abridg- 
* ment of old Records.” In ſhort, my Lady, the 
% doctrinal and hiſtorical Parts are indiſſolubly, &c. 
Page 20, Line 18, after the Word © Vigilance” and 
inſtead of the eight following Lines, inſert——The 
Number of whoſe Verſes, —eſpecially in the Penta- 
teuch—was computed ; and the Arrangement of the 
very Letters, for the Space of many Centuries, known, 
whether, before the coming of Chriſt, the Spirit of 
Prophecy, which confeſſedly exiſted in the Jeoiſb 
Church +, was not ſufficient to prevent, or elſe ſure to 
detect, 


+ This is a Fact aſſerted by every ancient Prophet, 
and by almoſt all the ſacred Hiſtorians. A Fact, con- 
firmed by Chriſt and his Apoſtles; unanimouſly at- 
teſted by the earlieſt Fewwif Writers: Neither diſ- 
pr nor contradicted, nor ſo much as queſtioned, 
by any cotemporary Author, And if all this does 
not amount to a proper Proof, what proper Proof can 
be given of any TranſaQion, that paſſed in a remote 


gx 

The Argument mentioned above will receive ad- 

ditional Strength, if conſidered in ConneQion with 

that ſolemn Charge, Not to add nor diminiſh.” 

Deut. iv. 2. Prev. xxx. 6. and with the Cuſtom ob- 

ſerved by the Prophets, of referring People for a So- 
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detect, any corrupt Innovations; whether, after the 
Coming of Chriſt, the jealous Eye which the Jews 
and Chriſtians had on each other, was not an unſur- 
mountable Bar againſt any material Alterations. 
Page 21, Line 2. after Compoſition — add 
* Though we ſhould reſcue our ſacred Books from the 
lmputation of ſpurious Additions, this will not, 
with my Lord at leaſt, either eftabliſh or retrieve 
% their Character; they contain, he fays, a very im- 
perfect Account of the //raelites themſelves, of their 
ſettlements in the Land of Canaan, of which by the 
Way they never had entire, and ſcarce ever peaceable 
Poſſeſſion. — The ſacred Narrative is a ſummary Ac- 
count of the Few Affairs; but is it therefore to be 
cenſured as an imperfect Account? It is an Epitome, 
rather than a compleat Hiſtory ; but has it not all the 
"Qualities of a perfect Epitome ? Thoſe particular 
Facts are ſelected, which have a more eſpecial Refe- 
rence to the Intereſts of Religion, and the Kingdom of 
the Meſſiah: In which the Grine Providence is moſt 
eminently conſpicuous, and from which Mankind ma 
be moſt effectually edified, —Inſtead of finding Faul 
with the Writers for not being copious, when their 
profeſſed Aim was to be conciſe, a true Critic would 
rather admire the Felicity of their Narration, Which, 
tho' a foreign Hiſtory of the remoteſt Antiquity, re- 
lating to a People of the moſt ſingular Manners, and 
peculiar cuſtoms, expreſſed in an obſolete, dead Lan- 
guage, and compriſed in the ſhorteſt Compaſs, is ne- 
vertheleſs ſo clear, ſo intelligible, and ſo very ſatis- 
factory. > of 
But they contain a very imperfect Account of the 
r Settlement in Canaan.— s it poſſible for a 
erſon, who has read the Book of Joſbua, to advance 
ſuch a Poſition ? Was ever any thing of the Kind 
deſcribed more minutely, or wick greater muß ? 
ALY ere 


Jution of their religious Doubts, to the written Word. 
For, would Men of the Yrophetical Character, allow 
a Book full of ſpurious Additions ? Or, would they dy- 
rect the well diſpoſed, to ſuch fallacious Guides t 
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Here we have the general Diſtribution of the Land, 
and the Extent of each particular Allotment. The 
Borders of the ſeveral Diviſions are marked out, as 
with a Line, and the Cities in the ſeveral Cantons, 
mentioned by Name. In ſhort, this whole Tranſacti · 
on is ſo circumſtantially diſplayed, that ſome Readers, 
agreeing with my Lord in their DiſaffeQion to the Bi- 
e, but diametrically oppoſite in their Taſte of Li- 
terature, have thought it particulaiiſed even to Tedi- 
ouſneſs. — However, this Particularity of Deſcription 
was highly expedient, not only to ſuperſede any ſuch 
Odjection, as his Lordſhip has raiſed, but alſo to aſ- 
certain by an unalterable Standard, the Boundaries of 
the Tribes; to prevent any Encroachments upon the 
Inheritance of each other; and to demonſtrate the won- 
derful Agreement, between the ancient Prediction of 
Jacob, the more recent Prophecy of Moſes, and the 
Situation, the Limits, the Produce of the Territories, 
reſpectively aſſigned to the patriarchal Families. Jacob 
ſoretold, That Zehulun ſhould dwell at the Haven of 
the Sea, whoſe Portion actually lay on either Side of 
Sea of Galilee, and extended to the Mediterranean. — 
Majes faretold, that the Lord ſhould dwell! between 
Benjamins Shoulders, or the Temple be placed at the 
Extremity of his Borders — But I will refer my Reader 
to Gen. xlix. and Deut. xxxiii. In which Chapters, 
compared with the diſtinguiſhing Circumſtances of the 
ſevetal Tribes, he will diſcern a moſt ſurpriſing Spirit 
of Prophecy; planning out, with Preciſion, what was 

aſterwards determined by Lot; and foreſhewing, with. 

Exactneſs, what was not come into Exiſtence. | 
The Maelites, tis added, never had entire, and 
ſcarce ever peaceable Poſſeſſion; of the Land. This, 
my Lord imagines, muſt imply an Inconſiſtency be- 
tween the divine Promiſe, and the Iſſue of I hings : 
Therefore, to animadvert upon it, he digreſſes from 
his Subject. But how will his Lordſhip's Animadver- 
fion comport with the Teſtimony of FoyGua? [uſt as 
well as Light conſiſts with Darkneſs. The Lord gave 
unto M ael, all the Land which he ſwate to give unto 
their Fathers ; and they 3 it, ard dwelt there - 
| 5 in, 
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in. And the Lord gave them Reſt round about; ac- 
cording to all that he ſware unto their Fathers: Fo- 
ſhua'xxi. 43, 44. Is it not demonſtrable, from Jo- 
Hua 's topographical Draught of the Country, and from 
the Habitations allotted to the ſeveral Tribes, that they 

ſſeſſed the Bulk of the Land? What little remained 
in the Occupation of the Canaanites, bore no more 
Proportion to the Heritage of Mael, than the Addition 
of a Fringe, or the-Inſertion of a Loop, bears to the 
whole Demenſions of the Garment. That they poſ- 
ſeſſed all this, and that they poſſeſſed no more, were 
Cireumſtancs equally conſonant to the prophetick De- 
clarations of Scripture. The one, a punctual Execu- 
tion of the Minatory ; the other, an evident Accom- 
83 of the Promiſſory. He that ſaid to their pious 
Progenitor, Lift up now thine Eyes, and look from the 

Place where thou art Northward and Southward, and 
Eaftward and Weſtward'; for all the Land which 
thou ſeeſt, to thee will I give it, and to thy 
Seed for ever, Gen. xiii. 14, 15. For ever, 
is evidently promiſed, on Condition of their Obe- 
dience. Whereas, in Caſe of Diſobedience, the 
very Reverſe is threatened, Deut. 25, 26. The 
ſame is ſaid unto their degenerate Offspring, elſe if ye 
do in any wiſe: go back, and cleave unto the Rem- 
nant of theſe Nations, even theſe that remain among 
you; know for a Certainty, that the Lord your God 
will no more drive out any of theſe Nations from be- 
fore you, Joſhua xxiii. 12, 13. My Lord muſt forget 
this laft Particular, or negle& to compare it with t 
preceding; otherwiſe he would have ſeen in theſe Pro- 
phecies and their cpu pen gy a _ Ma- 
nifeſtation of God Almighty's Goodneſs, Juſtice, and 
Faithfulneſs : Goodneſs in giving what he gave, Juſ- 
tice in withholding what he withheld, and Faithful- 
neſs in both Diſpenſations. | 
- As for peaceable Poſſeſſion=we have already heard 
the witneſs of Joſhua, a very ſufficient Witneſs, one 
would preſume, as he was Generaliſſimo of the cui 
Forces, and Superintendant-General of the Affair. 


However, let us ſearch the Records of the 1 — 
ere 
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here we meet with long Periods of Peace, under the 
Government of their firſt illuſtrious Commander, and 
under the ſubſequent Adminiſtration of their Judges: 
The Land had Reſt from War, { 79h. xiv. 15.) The 
Land had Reſt forty Years, ¶ Judges iii. 11.) The Land 
had Reſt eighty Years, (Judges iii. 30.) We find the 
ſame Face of publick Repoſe, in the Reigns of David 
and Solomon, Aſa and Jehbo/haphat ; and not of one on- 
ly, but of every righteous and religious King; or, if 
eace departed for a Seaſon, Victory fupplied its Place, 
and Succeſs crowned their Arms.— The Blefling of na- 
tional Tranquillity, was never promiſed to the Maelites 
abſolutely, but upon Condition of Fidelity to their Al- 
mighty Sovereign. Whenever they were entitled to 
it, by Virtue of this Promiſe, and their correſponding 
Obedience, they never failed to enjoy it. Whenever 
they forfeited their Title, either by revolting to Idola- 
try, or confiding in Idolaters, they were conſtantly pu- 
niſhed with inteftine Commotions, ot foreign Iavaſi- 
on. What ſhall we infer from hence? a Concluſion + 
any Way prejudicial to the ſacred Annals? No; but 
greatly to their Glory, From hence it appears, that 
they are indeed the Annals of Heaven: A Regiſter, . 
not merely of political Conduct, but of divine Diſpen- 
ſations: The awful and important Memoirs of a real 
Theocracy, in which, according to the emphatical Lan- 
guage of 1/azah, The Lord was their Judge, the Lord 
was their Law-giver, the Lord was their King. 
But theſe Facts, my Lord complains, are'-related in 
a confuſed Manner. To which I can anſwer, We 
have each Reign in the proper Order of Time: The 
Parentage of the Sovereign is ſpecified, and his general 
Character given. We are informed at what Age he 
-aſcended the Throne, and how long he ſwayed the 
Sceptre : Who were the eminent Perſons, and what 
the remarkable Incidents, which diſtinguiſhed his: Go- 
vernment! how he died, and where he was buried. 
Is this Confuſion ? where then ſhall we look fot 
regular Arrangement ?—Perhaps his Lordſhip meang 
the interchangeable Narration of Occurrences, in the 
Kingdom of Judah, and the Kingdom of Yael. This, 


own, 
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I own, is obſerved in the latter Parts of the ſacred 
Hiſtory.” But this can no more be called Confuſion, 
than the Diſpoſition or varying Colours in ſome beau - 
tiful Piece of Moſaick, can be called Irregularity. It 
is rather a fine Contraſt, or the pleaſing Diverkficati 
on in the Series of hiſtorical Writing, which my 
Lord's poetical Friend ſo juſtly admires in the Decora · 
tions of a rural Seat : 


Here Order in Variety you ſee, 
Where all Things 72 and yet all agree. 
Por. 


5 Page 61 to Line 19, ſuppoſe I ſubjoin the follow- 
ing Note. Jeb] and Samuel wrought Miracles: 
Yeah and Jeremiab foretold future Events. 

hough it is not abſolutely certain, that all the ſacred 
Hiſtorians were Prophets, yet it is highly probable, 
from 1 Chron. xxix. 29. This, however, is unqueſ- 
tionable, that their Writings were reviewed and ap- 
proved by Men of prophetical Gifts, and the Ap- 

robation of ſuch Judges, muſt give a Sanction, little 
inferior to the Authority, which their own Compoſiti- 
ons would claim. ; 

Page 71, at the Top of the Page add —My Lord 
tells us, That the Scripture Hiſtory contains an Ac- 
« count of the Diviſions and Apoſtacies, the Repen- 
« tances and Relapſes, Triumphs and Defeats of the 
« Jjraelites, under the occaſional Government of their 
« Judges, and under that of their Kings, and of the 
* Galilean and Samaritan Captivity.” Whether this 
is mentioned by Way of Derogation, let the judicious 
Reader determine. I would beg Leave to obſerve, 
that theſe Occurrences, related in the ſcriptural Man- 
ner, with à continual Regard to the ſuperintending 
Hand of Provigence, are ſome of the moſt weigh 
and intereſting Materials, that can enrich the hiſtori- 
cal Page. None ſo well calculated to teach Nations, 
to admoniſh Kings, and improve Poſterity.— His 
Lordſhip might have ſaid, with the utmoſt Veracity. ; 
and, 1 thick, in common Juſtice, he ouęht 9; hate 

ad ; 
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ſaid; They contained alſo, the moſt unparalleled In- 
ſtances of national Succeſs, and perſonal Atchieve- 
ments; the moſt beautiful and affecting Pictures of 
Virtue, delineated through all its Branches, in a Mul- 
tiplicity of living Characters; than which nothing can 
be better accommodated, to excite the Attention, and 
charm the Imagination ! to touch the Heart, and im- 
preſs the Paſſions; to inflame them with the Love, 
and mould them into the Image of univerſal Holineſs. 
Here we behold a People always deſtitute of Caval- 
ry, the main Strength of the Battle; yet always a 
Match, and more than a Match, for their moſt power- 
ful Adverſaries, ſo long as they maintained a dutiful 
Reliance on their God: a People, who left their 
Frontiers naked and defenceleſs, at three ſtated So- 
lemnities in every Year; yet never were invaded, at 
this critical ſuncture, by their moſt vigilant Enemies, 
ſo long as they perſiſted in Obedience to their Al- 
mighty Protector: a People, whoſe very Land, as 
well as its Inhabitants, was wonderful; both the 
Scene and the ſubject of Miracles : for, after five 
Years unintermitted Tillage (which one would ima- 
gine, ſhould have exhauſted its prolifick Powers) it 
yielded conſtantly a double Increaſe, in order to ſupply 
the Demands of the ſucceeding Years ; when, by the 
divine Appointment, all was to lie fallow and unculti- 
vated —Here we behold Men of ſuch ſingular and ex- 
alted Piety, that they walked with God, and were 
tranſlated into the Realms of Glory, without paſſing 
through the Gates of Death: Men of ſuch undaun- 
ted Ry that they have rebuked Princes, con- 
fronted angry Monarchs, and ſmiled at the ſevereſt 
Menaces of a Tyrant, whoſe bare Frown has made 
the World to tremble: Men of ſuch heroick Abili- 
ties, that one of them has ſlain Hundreds; another 
of them has put his Thouſands to Flight; and both 
by the moſt contemptible Weapons: a third without 
Iny Weapon, has given Chace to the roaring Lion, and 
the ranging Bear ; and rent them to Pieces, or ſmitten 
them to the Earth: Men that have been empower- 


ed 
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ed to ſhut or open the Sſuices of the Sky; have com- 
manded the Ground to expand her horrid Jaws and 
ſwallow up the Living ; or bid the Grave unlock her 
adamantine Doors, and reſtore the Dead: Men, who 
have walked through the burning fiery Furnace, as com- 
poſed in their Spirits, and as ſecure in their Perſons, 
as if they had been taking the Air in ſome calm, 
ſequeſtred, ſhady Bower. In a Word, here is a De- 
tail-of ſuch marvellous Things, as no Eye hath ſeen per- 
formed in any other Nation under Heaven ; no Far 
has heard related by any other Annaliſt or Biographer 
whatever; and, though they are the very Sanctity of 
Truth, yet ſuch as never entered into the Imaginati- 
on, even of Romance itſelf to conceive... Aſk now 
of the Days that are paſt, which were before thee, 
* fince the Day that God created Man upon the Earth; 
and aſk from the one Side of Heaven unto the other, 
whether there hath been any ſuch Thing, as theſe 
great Things are, or hath been heard like them, 
Deut. iv. 32. This, though ſpoken of the Miracles 
* wrought in Egypt, and the Wonders manifeſted in 
the Wilderneſs, is applicable to almoſt the whole 
Tenour of the ſcriptural Hiſtory. My Remarks, 
&c. | 
| Your Opinion with Relation to the preceding Pa- 
ragraphs, will be received as a Favour, and attend- 
ed, I hope, with a Bleſſing —I find I am blamed, 
for animadverting on his Lordſhip's Style, (Page 36:) 
For not giving his Lordſhip the Title of Noble, not 
treating him with a Reſpect due to his Dignity. 
J have treſpaſſed, it is farther alledged, againſt the 
Rules of Candour and Benevolence, Page 33, 34, 
and Page 68, I know you have a large Share of 
Patience, may the Lord Jeſus (of whoſe Pulneſs his 
Saints receive, even Grace for Grace) multiply upon 
„both this, and every other Fruit of the Spirit! 
ray, what do you apprehend to be the preciſe Mean- 
ing of St. Paul 8 Expreſſion EX Wit the Twiry.— Ro- 


mans i. 17. From Faith to Faith, as tis tranſlat- 


I ſhould 
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T ſhould be much obliged, if you would let me 
know, what are ſome of the mott valuable Books, 
which you have meet with on various Subjects of 
Importance? What little Treatiſe is moſt. proper to 
put into the Hands of illiterate People? — What are 
ſome of the moſt judicious and improving Compoſiti- 
ons in Biography ? — What the moſt ſound and weigh- 
ty Authors, that'might be recommended to a young 
Student in Divinity ?—You ſee I am always in the 
begging Strain, the Language of my Letters, is like the 
Horſe 2 two Daughters, Give! Give! — All J 
can do, by Way of Return, is to beſeech the King im- 


mortal, inviſible, the only wiſe God, to give you all 


ſpiritual Bleſſings in heavenly Things.— To do this, 
with all the Ability which God ſhall beſtow, will be 
as truly pleaſing to, as itis juſtly due from, 
c: Dear Sir, 
Your much obliged, A 3% 
and very affectionate Friend, 


Jauzs Hervey. 


Lr 


My dear Friend, Feb. 12. 
Will take a Hundred of Ferks's + Every Man's 
I ready Companion, for my Mind is not altered, fince 
I promiſed this—nor my Charity Purſe drained — Tis 
a uſeful Book to give away. 


I am glad Jenks's Meditations ſell, and I hope, the - 


Lord will make them a Bleſſing to the Reader: Tis 
pity they cannot be contrived in leſs than two Volumes 
Octavo. 

Does Mr. * want Amuſement ? Let him take your 
Friend Dr. Young's Advice: ah 


Retire, and read his Bible to be gay. 
Does 


— 


— 


+ Price fingly 1 5. 6d. Sold by Rivingten in St. 
Pas Church-yard, 
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Does Mrs. *** ant it? You ſhould teach her to 
delight in God, and to rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus. A cer- 
'tain Gentlewoman in Mz/es's-Lane, whom you once 
reproved, has been taught to find her Conſolation, 
not in the Entertainments of the Stage, but in the aſ- 
ſured Hopes of Heaven. Fe | 

Have you given, ſo and fo, to the Poor? Aſk your 
Heart, whether you gave out of Love to your dying 
Saviour? Was this the Motive? It would then be 
wniverſally influential ;- and you would think you could 
never do enough for his Honour. 0 

If an Earthquake ſhould happen, aſk Mr. ***, 
(that Advocate for the Theatre) if he would like to be 
found in the Play Houſe, and go from the Boxes, 
or Pit, to the great Tribunal ? Indeed, indeed the 
Stage + is indefenſible. | ; 

Thanks for delivering my, Meſſage. I wiſh you 
a ſafe Return, and the continual Guidance of Hea- 
Ven. | 
Yours moſt cordially, 
My Meſſenger waits, 
pardon Haſte. J. H. 


— —„— 


. + See Law's abſolute Unlawfulneſs of the Stage 
"fully demonſtrated.— And likewiſe Witherſpoon's Seri- 
ous Inquiry into the Nature and Effect: of the Stage, 
being an Atteinpt to ſhew that contributing to the 
Support of a Publick Theatre is inconſiſtent with the 
Character of a Chriſtian. —This was reckoned by Mr. 
Hervey the moſt maſtery Piece ever printed on the 
Subject.— Twas wrote by the ſame Gentleman who 
publiſhed the valuable Fay on the Connection be- 
tween the Doctrine of Juſtification, and the imputed 
Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Cbriſi, ard Holineſs of Life.—— 
He wrote likewiſe The Chara#eriflicks, which have 
been much admired for the Keennels of the Satire, and 
1 of che Diction. Sold by Millar in the 
trand. 
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LETTER XXVII. 


Dear Sir, Wefton Favell, May 19, 1753. 
Have lately been ſomewhat buſied in preparing 
I a Sermon to be preached before the Clergy, at our 
Archdeacon's Viſitation : and to my weak Nerves, 
and languid Spirits, a little Bufineſs is a Toil. A 
Commentator, with whom I wiſh you may long be 
unacquainted, has taught me the meaning of Solo- 
mon's Deſcription, © The Graſs-hopper ſhall be a 
« Burden.” 

This, I hope, will apologize for my Delay, in an- 
ſwering more fully your Jait very obliging Favour. 
More fully, I ſay, becauſe, in a former Letter, I 
acknowledged the Receipt of a Parcel with your Re- 
marks. Let me once more, dear Sir, return my fin- 
cereſt Thanks for thoſe judicious and delicate Obſer- 
vations» They are ſo valuable, that I cannot but be 
very deſirous to have the other Parts of my propoſ- 
ed Work, undergo the ſame Scrutiny, and receive 
a Poliſh from the ſame Hand. If this kind Office 
will not too much interrupt your own Studies, give 
me a Permiſſion to ſend another Packet; and with- 
al a Direction, how I ſhall tranſmit it to you moſt 
expedyiouſly. | | 

You will eafily perceive, from ſeveral Hints, per- 
haps, from the whole Tenour of my Writing, that 
your new Friend 1s, what People would call a mo- 
derate Ca:winiſt. Your Sentiments in ſome Particu- 
lars, may differ from mine. Freely object, wherever 
this is the Caſe: I aſſure you, I can bear, I ſhall 
delight to have my Notions ſifted. Nor am I fo at- 
tached to any favouwite Scheme, but I can readily re- 
relinquiſh it, when Scripture and Reaſon convince. 
me it is wrong. — When | ſee wiſe and learned Men, 
forming Opinions different from mine, I hope, it 
will make me diffident of my own Judgment; teach 
me “ not to lean to my own Underſtanding ;” and 
prompt me to apply more earneſtly, for that blefſed 
| 6-2 S 72018 1 Spirit, 
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Spirit, whoſe Offce it is, “to lead into all 
« Truth.“ 

I ſhall be glad to hear, that the Work you have 
in Hand is going on with Expedition. What a 
Privilege will it be, and what a diſtinguiſhing Fa- 
vour, if the great eternal God vouchſafes to make 
Uſe of -our Pens to bring Glory to his Name, or 
impart any ſpiritual Good to his People! To no 
Occaſion is the wiſe Man's Exhortation more ap- 
plicable : © Whatſoever thy Hand findeth to do, do 
„ it with all thy Might; for there is no Work, nor 
« Device, nor Knowledge, nor Wiſdom, in the 
« Grave, whither thou goeſt.” — ] have a Treatiſe 
intitled, Dr. Hildrop's + Hy/bandman's Spiritual Com- 
panion ; but never read a Page in it, nor never heard a 
CharaQter of ir. I have a Diſcourſe upon the fame Sub- 
ject, amongſt the Writings of Mr. Flawe/; it is a long 
Time ſince | ſaw it, and then I only dipped into 
it, ſo that I cannot pretend to give a Character of 
it: Only I think, in general, that Flave/ abounds 
with fine Sentiments, exalted Piety, and his 
Language, for the moſt Part, is expreſſive and 
beautiful, N 

Poſſibly you will wonder that I ſhould have had the 
Treatiſe you enquire after fo long, and not have 
peruſed a fingle Page of the Book ; and you juſtly 
might, in Caſe I had bought it : But it came to me 
by Inheritance. My Study is compoſed of the Books 
that were collected by my Father, and Grand- father: 
Among which there are Multitudes, that I ſhall con- 
tinue a 'Stranger to, as long as I live, though they 
ſtand at my Right hand and my Left every Day. 
—] want to be better acquainted with God's ho 
Word—to have its ineſtimable Truths lodged in my 
Memory—its heavenly Doctrines impreſſed upon 
Heart—that my Tempers may take their * 

| rom 


+ Tis reckoned a lively, ſenſible, and ingenious 
Performance, and a fit Preſent for Countrymen and 
others, Sold by Rivington, 
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from it that my private Converſation may be ſeaſoned 
with it, and my publick Miniſtrations enriched by it. 
Thus, dear Sir, may the Word of Chriſt dwell in 
us richly ! | 
Will you give me Leave to lay before you a Plan of 
the Work ? (Part of which has already received, and 
the Remainder humbly requeſts, your improving 
Touches) -v. Sincere Obedience not ſufficient for 
our Juſtiication—The Deſign of God's Law, to con- 
vince of Sin, and bring to Chrit—Some farther Ob- 
jections urged and anſwered + : The whole ſummed 
A Our Friends part, but agree to correſpond. 
heron more attentively obſerving his Heart and Life, 
is convinced of his guilty State ; and begins to ſee the 
Neceſlity of a.better Righteouſneſs than his own ; de- 
fires to ſee what can be alledged in Support of the Im- 
putation of | Chriſt's Righteouſneſs — This occaſions 
ſome Letters from Aſpaſio, wherein the Point is proved, 
from the Articles and Homilies of aur. Church; from 
the Writings of our moſt eminent Divines ; from the 
Old and New Teſtament.— The Excellency of this 
Righteouſneſs diſplayed, both from its matchleſs-Per- 
fection, and the Dicnity of the Author. -A Letter or 
two from Theron, by Way of carrying on the epiſtolary 
Intercourſe, relating to the Wonders of Creation, as 
they appear both in the Sea, and on the Land; chiefly 
calculated to manifeſt the Goodneſs of the Creator, 
not without a View to the main Subject. — The Influ- 
ence of this Righteouſneſs, on moral and evangelical 
Holineſs — Our Friends brought together again. The- 
ron, under diſcodraging Apprehenſions— The Free- 
neſs of Grace. and the Gift of Righteouſneſs Dif 
courſe on Faith, by which we: are united to Chriſt, 
and intereſted in his Righteouſneſs— The noble, be- 
neficial, and delightful Uie to be made of this Doc- 
trine—Theron relapſes into Sins of Infirmity: His 
Faith ſhaken : Supports proper for ſuch a State—— 
Sanctiſication; its Nature, its Principles, its Progreſs. 
Hafi 
— — — 


+ See Page 68. 
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aſio ſeired with a ſudden and fatal Illneſs; his 
Sentiments and Behaviour in his laſt Moments. : 

Theſe, dear Sir, are the Stamina of my intended 
Piece. Oh! that he, who educes ſo many Millions 
of elegant Leaves, lovely Flowers, and graceful Plants, 
from the Seeds of Spring, may enable this enfeebled 
Hand to dilate, fill up, and finiſh the Whoſe! 

As ſoon as I conclude this Epiſtle, F write to a very 
ingenious Friend of yours, With whom, ſeveral Years 
ago, I. had begun to form an Acquaintance; but my 
Departure from Oxford, and other Accidents, imet- 
rupted the Intercouſe for ſeveral Years. And I was 
informed, to my unfeigned Sorrow, that Mr. * was 
dead. But a L lately received from him, moſt 
uy undeceived me, and brought a very welcome 

verture for a Renewal of our Correſpondence. 
God Almighty grant, that all our Social Communica- 
tion may be a happy Means, not only of cherifhing our 
Affection, and refining our Taſte, but alſo of quick- 
CN Love to the bleſſed Jeſus, and animating 
our Zeal for his ſacred Intereſts ; or, as the Apoſtle 
expreſſes my Wiſh, with an Energy which no Lan- 
guage but his own can reach, that they may be ſubſer- 
vient and effectual us wagotvoper ayann; xa xakuwy 

1 N 

One or two Articles I forgot, in exhibiting to you 
my Plan: But this will + dire& where they are to be 
introduced.—* Ihe Corruption of our Nature de- 
«© monſtrated, firſt from Scripture, then from Expe- 
„ rience. Between which, to relieve or entertain the 
Reader, is inſerted a Dialogue on the admirable For- 
© mation and OEconomy of the Human Body 
The Viſitation Sermon 1 mentioned in the Beginning, 
though perfectiy plain and artleſs, is in the Preſs: i 
will wait upon you in the next Parcel, as ſoon as L 
have the Favour of your Anſwer. It is printed for 
the Relief of a poor afflicted Child, as a ſhort Adver- 
tiſement will inform the World. The Perſon, - 
a whoſe 


EL 


＋ See Page 67. 
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whoſe Management it is conſigned, informs me, that. 
he has given Orders for an Impreſſiun of two Thou - 
ſand; beſides a Hundred and Fifty, which I have be- 
ſpoke for myſelf. Would this Circumſtance recom- 
mend it to your beneficent and worthy Friend Dr. 
I. may now no longer look upon it as a Diſcourſe de- 
livered by me, but as an Agent for the Miſerable, and 
.an Advocate for the Diſtreſſed. I ſhould therefore be 
very glad, and much obliged, if he would, (in Caſe he | 
appraves the Performance) purchaſe ſome of them, in | 
order t0-give.away., Of this he may be aſſured, that, 
by every ane, of which he will ſo diſpoſe, he will do a 
real AQ of Charity to a diſeaſed and crippled: Youth ; 
and I ſhall, not ceaſe to pray, that the God of inknite 
-Goodnels may accompany the + Piece, with his divine 
Blefling, and make the Gift an AR of ſpiritual Charity 
to the Reader's Soul.—Be : pleaſed to preſent my moſt 
reſpectful Compliments to the Doctor; and give me 
Leaye to expect, not a Line, but à Sheet filled with 
your Thoughts. Then I ſhall promiſe myſelf one thing 
. that; you-will, in the Speed of your Favours, as 
we as in the orth of its Contents, exceed, greatly 
exceed, J 4 . 


Dear Sir, | 
. Your truly affectionate, wh 4 
and very much obliged Friend, 
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Madam, ; | nnn . , | 
1 Am leaſed no A little, to hear a Lady of your 
file Sen eee Yeary, declare, That an | 
Enguiry, relating to everlaſting Salvation, “ has taken, | 
up much of her Thoughts,” Let me intreat you { 

oeh vHdeid bs: 204} outing 209.9 | | 


* 9 


+ A Viſitation Sermon, intitled, The C of Chrift © 
tht Chriſtian's Glory, preached by Mr. Herwey at the js 
Vikeation held in Northaz;pton, on May 10, 1753". oe + | 
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to go on and imitate that excellent Woman, whoſe. 
Panegyrick is uttered by Wifdom and Truth itfelf ; 
Mary hath choſen that better Part, which ſhall not be 
TT TE. 777.07 1977790" 
Lou enquire, © Whether the Ele& of God have 
«not an inward Aſſurance, that they ſhall be ſaved?“ 
our Caſuiſt takes Leave to anſwer the > | 017" 
by aſking another. Why ſhould not you and 1, Ma- 
dam, have this Affurance ?—Is it not a Blefling in- 
tended for Chriſtians in general ? We know fays the, 
Apoſtle, that we are paſſed from Death unto Life. 


He fays not I and ſome eminent Saints, — but we; in- 
cluding thoſe Believers, to whom he wrote, thoſe, a- 
— whom he preached, and all thoſe who hereafter 
ſhould | 


believe, through his Word. i 
Is not this a moſt deſirable Knowledge? On the 
other Hand, can any thing be more afflicting, than a 


State of Suſpenſe with regard to this all-important Af 


fait? To be in Suſpenſe whether my final Lot will 
fall, in the Regions of endleſs Miſery, or the Manſions 
of eternal Glory ?—Inſupportable!—Czn it be the 
Will of our moſt indulgent Creator, that we ſhould 
ſpend our Days, in this ſad Uncertainty and diſtreſſing 
—_ ?—]mpoſlible ! 45 

But have we a Warrant for this Aſſurance We 
have the beft of Warrants, the Gift of God. If your 
Papa gives you a Pzir of Diamond Ear-Rings, or 
(which, Tightly improved, will be much more orna- 
mental) a neatly printed Bible 3 do not you look upon 
this as a ſufficient 'Warrant to call theſe Preſents your 
own ? Do not you reſt fully aſſured that by virtue of 


4 


[ 


your Parent's Gift, they are your unqueſtionable Po- 
perty,—Perhaps you will vr here has God Almighty 
* 


done any thing like this? Where has he given Salvat 


or Life eternal to me? Be pleaſęd to conſult en 4 


11. Farid you Will find an Aufwer; which 1 hope will 
prove perfectly ſatisfactory and highly delightful, 
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+ * He that. heareth.my, Word, and: believerhon 
% him that ſent me, hath everlaſting Life; and, ſhall 


not come into Condemnation,” 


4 


E 

Is this ſpoken to me? — To you, Madam; to the 
young Ladies vf your Acquaintance, and to every one 
that reads it. Life eternal is given, juſt as the Manna 
was given in the Wilderneſs. The Manna, that each 
hungry Hraelite might gather and eat it. Life eternal, 
that every poor Sinner may receive and enjoy it, —— - 
But I have no Merit, nothing to deſerve it. Then you 
have juſt as much as the all-gracious God requires. 
Without Money, and without Price, is his bountiful | 
Declaration. Freely and abſtracted from all Deſerts, | 
are his generous Terms. You have no Merit, Madam, | 
and I have leſs than none. But has our divinely ex- | 
cellent Redeemer nothing 'meritorious ! For his ſake, | 
this magnificent and glorious Gift is conferred. Not | 
we — but Jeſus Chriſt the righteous has ob- \ (0 
tained eternal Redemption for us. | 

May I then aſſuredly believe, that God gives eter- 
nal Life to me? - May you glorify God's Fruth? 
May you glorify. his Grace? may you glorify the 
Death and Obedience of his beloved Son? If ſo, then 
you may, you ought, it is your Privilege and your 
Duty, to believe—that God Almighty freely gives to 
you eternal Lite. | nt 
When you receive this Gift, look upon it as your | 
Portion ; live in the moſt comfortable ExpeRation of 
it; relying on nothing valuable in yourſelf, but de- 
pending entirely upon the faithful Promiſe of him who 
cannot lie. Then you will feel your Heart inclined: to 
Jove your moſt adorable Benefactor—then you will 
ſtudy to pleaſe him in all your Converſation—then o _- 
will be truly holy.—All which is, with great Sincerity, 
wiſhed by, amiable Miſs ***, | 

| Your moſt obedient Servant, 


— 
- — —— — — — — — — — 
— A 


James Hervey. 
LET TE R XXX. 8 

Dear Sir, We:ftan-Favell, Auguft 18, 1 753. 
Have now procured ſome Franks, and left the 


Want of this Vehicle ſhould retard the Delight — 
| m- 


* hn nn 
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Improvement, which I always receive from your Cor- 
reſpondence, I take Leave to Encloſe one, Tis for 
your Uſe, but my Benefit. 

I received the Parcel, and owe you my Thanks for 
the Preſent. I wonder that you ſhould be backward 
to gratify Mr. . Certainly, you have Truth on your 
Side. The Arguments are nervous and concluſive ; 
clearly and (for the moſt Part) conciſely ſtated, ur- 
ged with Propriety, and a becoming Warmth ; yet 
without any of that Wrath of Man, which worketh 
not the Righteouſneſs of God; but rather (for I ap- 
prehend, there is a Em2D in the Expreſſion) obſtructs 
its Advance, both in ourſelves and others. If I was 
in your Caſe, I would let my Arrow fly, as far as 
Providence is pleaſed to carry it: And I beſeech the 
bleſſed God to proſper it, that it may give a mortal 
Blow to Error, and co-operate with his own holy 
Word, in being profitable 9g; Aſo Now I 
mention Mr. *, pray let me deſire you to aſk, when 
you write to him again, whether he received, ſome 
Months ago, a Letter from me. If it miſcarried, 1 
ſhall with Pleaſure ſupply its Place with another: for, 
though I have now but very few Correſpondents, and 
my enfeebled Conſtitution will allow me to write but 
few Letters, I ſhall ſtrive hard to keep up an Inter- 
courſe with thoſe Gentlemen, from whom I expect to 
have my Taſte refined, or my Mind improved. And 
among that Number I reckon Mr. “. = 

I ſhall ſincerely rejoice to hear that your Eye is 
ſttengthened and your Health confirmed. How va- 
luable are theſe Bleſſings ! efpecially to thoſe who em- 

loy them for the Honour, and devote them to the 
* of Chriſt -I wifh you had taken Minutes of 
what you ſaw moſt remarkable in your Tour through 
Weſtmoreland and Cumberland. A Deſcription of thoſe 
Counties would be very acceptabie to us, who inhabit 
a more regular, and better cultivated Spot. Deſcribed 
in your Language, and embelliſhed with your Imagi- 
nation, ſuch an Account might be highly pleaſing to 
all; and grafted with religious Improvements, might 
be equally edifying.—Such kinds of Writings ſuit the 

45 preſent 
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teſent Taſte. We don't love cloſe Thinking: That 
is moſt likely to win our Approbation, which extenu- 
ates the Fancy, without fatiguing the Attention. Since 
this is the Diſpoſition of the Age, let us endeavour to 
catch Men by Guile; turn even a Foible to their Ad- 
ventoge, and bait the Goſpel-Hook, agreeably to the” 
prevailing Taſte. In this Senſe, ** Become all 
* Things to all Men.” 

Permit me to aſk, whether you have yet ſeen Mit- 
fius de OEconomia Fæ derum ?—I wiſh, for my own 
ſake, that you was ſomewhat acquainted with this Au- 
thor ; becauſe, if you ſhould be inclined to know the 
Reaſon and Foundation of my Sentiments on any parti- 
cular Point, + Witfus might be my Spokeſman : He 
would declare my Mind, Letter than I could myſelf. 

Converſing ſome time ago with a very ingenious 
Gentleman, he made an Obſervation, which I think 
is new and curious; I ſhould be glad of your Opi- 
nion, whether you think it rational and folid. It was 
upon thoſe Words, Banhoww Sz", enibioiwwe Te 
xnguv. Heb, vi. 2. This Paſſage is generally ſup- 
poled, eſpecially by the Writers of the eſtabliſhed 
Church, to denote the Sacrament of Baptiſm, and the 
Rite of Confirmation. With regard to the latter, my 
Friend queried, whether the Practice of Confirmation 
can be allowed to conſtitute one of the Fundamentals 
(Seu of Chriſtianity ?—With regard to the for- 
mer, can it be ſhewn, that the Apoſtle, in any other 
Place, calls the Ordinance of Baptiſm Benhowe, in the 
plural Number? —— May not then the Clauſe more 
properly refer to two eminent Je Uſages; the 
various Purifications made by Waſhings, and the Im- 
poſition of Hands on the piacular Victims? The one 
of which repreſented a Purity of Heart and Life ; the 
other was expreſſive of a Tranſlation of Puniſhment, 


* 


+ A Tranſlation of this favourite Author of Mr. 
H-rvey's would ſurely be acceptable, eſpecially as the 
original is ſo very ſcarce. 
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from the Offerer to his Sacrifice.—Then we have ſig- 
nified, in Language familiar to the Hebrew, and by 
Images with which they were perfectly acquainted, the 
Sanctification of the Spirit, and the Subſtitution of 
Chriſt in our Stead.— What ſeems to corroborate this 
Conjecture is, the vaſt Importance of theſe two Arti- 
cles. They are the two grand diſtinguiſhing Peculi- 
arities of the Chriſtian Scheme : Without them, every 
en upon Fundamentals muſt be extremely de- 
ve. 6 | 

8 much pleaſed with your Remark on a certain 
learned“. The Heart ſurely ſhould be engaged in 
the Preacher's Office, as well as the Head. _—— * 


Are Paſſions then the Pagans of the Soul ? 
Reaſon alone baptized ? alone ordain'd 
Ta touch Things ſacred ? *© 


. 5 | if | 

The great Apoſile was fervent in Spirit, as well as 
cogent in arguing.” He beſeeches, conjures, and 
charges his People. He adds Prayers to his Entreaties, 
and- Tears to his Prayers. When he reaſons, Con- 
viction ſhines; when he exhorts, Pathas glows. May 
your Diſcourſes, dear Sir, be ſtrong with, the one, 
warm with the other, and by both be happily inſtru- 
mental, to turn Sinners, from. + Darkneſs unto 
„ Light, and from the Power of Satan unto God, that 
« they may receive Forgiveneſs of Sins.“ We have 
very wet. Tong. Weather for the Harveſt, May it 
teach us all to ſee our Dependance on that divine 
Hand, which giveth Rain, from Heaven, and fruitful 
Seaſons. May it ſtir us up to long more ardently for 
that Inheritance which is incorruptible, as well as un- 
defiled! whoſe Character is Perfection, and whoſe 
Duration. is Eternity. Into this, dear Sir, may you, 
and many of your Hearers, many of your Readers, in 
due Time, have an abundant Entrance! and there 


\ find 


aq. * , 


+ See As xxvi. 18. 
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writing any longer? 


MT 
find, as a Monument of Mercy, and a Trophy of re- 
deaming Grace,” .., - 4. | 
| 7 Your truly affectionate Friend, 
nr James Hervey, 


LETTER XXXI. 


enn . . Weſton, October 28, 1753. 
A ND muſt I reſume my Correſpondences? Does 
A my dear Mr. *** join with ſeveral other 

riends, to render me inexcuſably rude, if 1 negle 

Then, with the divine Af 
ſiſtance, 1 will again take up my Pen, though an in- 
ceſſant Series of Infirmities has wore it to the very 
Stump; for which Reaſon I had thrown it aſide, with 
an Intention to continue ſilent, and inactive, as a dead 
Man out of Mind. 

To make ſome Reparation for my paſt Negligence, 
acknowledge your late Favour without any Delay. 

eſterday I received it, and to day I anſwer it; even 
though I might juſtly plead Wearineſs, as an Excuſe 
for-a-dilatory Conduct. — I have this Afternoon been 
preaching to a crouded Audience The Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt grant it may be an edified one] Vou would be 
ſurpriſed, and I believe every Body wonders, that I 
am able to officiate for a—__ I am fo weak, that I 
can hardly walk to the End of my Pariſh, though a 
ſmall one; and ſo tender, that I dare not viſit my poor 
Neighbours, for fear of catching Cold in their bleak 
Houſes ; yet I am enabled, on the Lord's Day, to ca- 
techiſe, and- expound to my Children in the Mor- 
ning, and to preach in the Afternoon. And eve- 
ry Wedneſday Evening, Hay-Time and Harveſt only 
excepted, 7 read Prayers and give them a Lecture- 
Sermon in of cum Church. This is the Lord's Doing, 
or, as your. favourite Book expreſſes it, this is owing 
to © the. good Hand of my God upon me.” Join 
with me, my dear Friend, in adoring his Grace, and 


pray, that if my Life is ſpared, my Capacity for his 


Service may be prolonged ; that, if it be his bleſſed 


Will, the Day which puts an End tothe one, may put 
a Period to the other, 
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I thank you for your News from the Ve. I aſſure 
you, it is highly pleaſing to hear, eſpecially concern- 
ing the Proſperity of my old Acquaintance. I often 
think of them, and with deep Regret for my Unpro- 
fitableneſs amongſt them. , lefſed be God for ever 
and ever, that both they and 1 may have a better 
Righteouſneſs than our own. May we all grow in 
Grace, and ere long meet in Glory 

Lou need not doubt, but it is a Pleaſure to my 
Heart, to remember, in my beſt Moments, that valu- 
able and valued Friend, with whom I have fre- 
quently took ſweet Counſel on Earth, and with 
whom 1 ſhall quickly be admitted into the Heaven of 
Heavens; there to behold the Glory, the inconceiva- 
ble and eternal Glory of him, who loved us both, and 

has waſhed us from our Sins in his own Blood. 
God has been pleaſed to pity the poor Youth, for 
whoſe Relief the Viſitation Sermon I preached at Nor- 
thampton was printed. Through his good Providence, 
an Edition of two Thouſand is diſpoſed of; beſides a 
ſupernumerary Proviſion of two hundred, deſtined to 
the Uſe of my Pariſhes. Nay, the Manager for the 
diſtreſſed Object, is venturing upon another Edition. 
See, dear Sir, if God will bleſs, who can blaſt ? If 
he will further, what can obſtrut? A Feather, a 
Straw, if he pleaſes to command, ſhall be a poliſhed 
Shaft in his Quiver, Truſt not therefore in Elo- 
quence or Argument, in Depth of 'T hought, or Beauty 
of Stile, both which are confeſſedly wanting in the 
preſent Caſe; but truſt ye in the Lord for ever, for in 
the Lord Jehovah is everlaſting Strength. | 
I am ſurpriſed, that any Attendant on the ** of * 
- ſhould enquire after my Sermon, unleſs it was to cri- 
ticiſe, cenſure, and expoſe. Becauſe, there was re- 
ally given too much Occaſion, boch to his ““ and all 
his Friends, to reſcnt what ſome time ago I ſeemed to 
have done. In the midft of the Controverſy between 
the ** and the“, there was put into the ““ Journal 
a Paragraph from a Letter of mine, conſiſting of a 
pretty high Encomium on Mr, *. As though I 
ſhould, 


3h 


ſhould, unchallenged and unprovoked, ſtep forth to 
confront your“; or ſhould think to bear down a 
*#* ObjeQions by my ſingle Authority.——This was 
alſo inſerted in the moſt offenſive Manner ; not as an 
Extract from a private Epiſtle, without the Conſent 
0 ot Knowledge of the Writer, but introduced as 
my own Act, and ſubſcribed with my own Name. 

I have found no Reaſon to retract one Jot or Tit- 
tle of What was ſaid. And God forbid, that I ſhould 
be aſhamed of that incomparable Miniſter of Jeſus 
Chriſt; than whom, I know no Man on Earth, who 
has more of the amiable and heavenly Spirit of 
Chriſt. Nor do I remember to have met with, 
in all my Reading, a Perſon, ſince the Days of 
Miracle and Inſpiration, ſo eminently zealous 
or ſo extenſively uſeful. Yet to obtrude his Cha- 
rater on the Publick, at ſuch a Time, and with 
ſuch Circumſtances, had ſuch an Air of Offici- 
ouſneſs, Self-conceit, and Arrogance, as muſt ne- 
eeflarily diſguſt others, and is what I would abſolute- 
ly diſavow. 

This, I afterwards learned, was done by a well- 
meaning and moſt pious Man; but, in this Particu- 
lar, very injudicious. It is much to be deſired, that 
religious Perſons may have Wiſdom with their Zeal ; 
Eyes in their Wings, that, as far as is conſiſtent with 
the Exerciſe of Integrity, and the Diſcharge of Duty, 

we may give no Offence, neither to the Jeu, nor to 
the Greek, nor to the Church of God, 

Accept my ſincereſt Thanks for your promoting 
the Spread of my Sermon, and continue your Prayers 
for its enfeebled Author, that, if the moiſt High God 
vouchſafes to employ him in any other Work for the 
Honour of his dear Son, he may be enabled to find 
out acceptable Words, and that which is written may 
be Words of Truth. 

My affectionate Compliments wait upon Mrs. . 
May you and yours dwell under the Defence of the 
moſtHigh,and abide under the Shadow of theAlmighty! 

I am, dear Sir, * 
* Moſt cordially and inviolably yours, 1 H. 
E 3 L E T- 
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"LETTER XXXII. 


Dear Sir, Weſton, May 5, 1754. 
8 time ago, Mr. Moſes Brown, was ſo kind 
as to tranſmit to me three of your Letters, which 
ave me both Pain and Pleaſure.— Pain, to think how 
had negleQed to cultivate ſo valuable a Coreſpon- 
dence—Pleaſure and Improvement, from the Peruſal 
of your truly judicious Remarks on Mr. Kennicott's 
Performance, and Mr. Goadby's Attempt. —T he latter 
Jam afraid, is not ſenſible of the great Importance, 
and no ſmall Difficulty of writing a proper Comment 
on the whole Bible. To explain and illuſtrate with 
any tolerable Juſtice, a Book ſo very ſublime, fo vaſtly 
comprehenſive, ſurely ſhould be the Work, not of a 
few Months or Years, but of his whole Life, were 
his Abilities ever fo diſtinguiſhed, 1 ſhould be ex- 
tremely ſorry, to ſee that glorious Gift of Heaven, 
come . into the World - with ſuch a Collection 
of Remarks, as might be more likely to depreciate, 
than miniſter to its univerſal Acceptance. 
Lou are pleaſed to mention my intended Work, 
and to offer your kind Aſſiſtance; an Offer, which 
Iaſſure you I highly value : I defire nothing ſo much, as 
to have the ſame Impartiality of Criticiſm exerciſed upon 
my Manuſcript, as you have beſtowed upon the afore- 
mentioned Writings. When my Piece has been enriched 
by your Corrections, and if it receives your Imprimatur, 
it ſhall go to the Preſs without Delay, as there is a 
Likelihood of a large Demand for the Work, bath at 
Home and Abroad. This Conſideration makes me 
timorous and diffident, eſpecially, as my inceſſant In- 
firmities and unconquerable Languors render me ſadly 
unfit tor the Support of ſo weighty and ſo grand a Cauſe, 
If it was not for ſuch” a Declaration in the Word of 
Truth and Life as this. —“ Not by Might, nor by 
* Strength, but by my Spirit, ſaith the Lord,” I 
ſhould totally deſpair of any Succeſs, —Excuſe, dear 
Sir, this haſty Scribble; ſtrengthen the feebleſt of all 
Hands, engaged in the divine Jeſus's Service, —__ 
a Man, 
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a Man, whoſe Head aches while he writes to you; 
and Heart almoſt fails, when he writes for the Pub- 
lick, But is, amidſt all his Weakneſſes, 9 7315 
Your very ſincere and much obliged Friend, 


Javes Hervey. 
LETTER XXXIII. 


My drar Friend, Weſton Fawell, May 20, 1754. 

OUR Letter was good News from a far Coun- 

try, and made doubly welcome, by a long pre- 

ceding Silence, and by the valuable Hand that brought 
it, 

Mr. ** gave me his Company one Afternoon. 
We talked of Chriſt Jeſus and his beloved Miniſter 
at ** : Oh! that our Converſation may be edifying, 
and build us mutually up in our moſt holy Faith! 
He was ſo obliging, as to preſent me with the Picture 
of the late worthy Dr. —. I hope, when I view it, 
I ſhall be reminded of the Inſcription of Sernacherib's 
Statue; Eg eps Tis og evorong eg +. Or rather, thas 
it will addreſs. me with the Apoſtle's Admonition g 
« Be ye not ſlothful, but Followers of chem, who 
« through Faith and Patience inherit the Promiſes.” 

Mr. ** has likewiſe tranſmitted to me ſeven of 

our Sermons, fix on common, one on ſuperfine Paper. 
For the latter I ſincerely thank you; for the former, 
I defire you will give me Leave to pay you. I pro- 
poſe to gratify and oblige my Friends with them; 
and it ſeems utterly unreaſonable, that I ſhoyld be 
generous at your Expence.—I admire and applaud 
your noble Reliance on God and his Providence; and, 
were you a ſingle Man, I would not offer to inter- 
poſe a prudential Hint. But, perhaps, the other a- 
miable Parts of yourſelf, may not have the ſame 
ſteady and triumphant Faith. For their ſakes there- 


— 


+ Whoever looks on me, let him worſhip God. 
E 4 fore 
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fore it may be adviſable, to take the Ant for a 
Pattern, and lay up ſomething againſt a rainy 


Day. 

1 are wiſh, that good Providence, on which 
you depend, may ſpread your Piece, and proſper it in 
the World. Sure you ſhould ſuffer it to be advertiſed 
in ſome of the principal News-papers. I dare ſay, 
you deſire, you covet, you are ambitious to do Good, 
and be extenſively uſeful. As this then is a com- 
modious open Door, let not my Friend's Modeſty or 
Self-Diffidence ſhut it. 

I have no Deſire to reconcile you, dear Sir, to 
Syſtems, human Syſtems of Religion; I know other 
devout and godly Perſons, that diſlike them. They 
have been ſerviceable to my Soul, and whenever I 
read them, I think, they are bleſſed to my Improve- 
ment and Comfort: Only let us all concur, in priz- 


ing the bleſſed Book of God. May we enter into 


its Treaſures more and more, and ſhed abroad the 
ſweet Savour of its Doctrine in every Place] Above 
all, my dear Mr. ** may. we never ceaſe to teſtify 
of him, who is the Alpha and Omega of the Scrip- 
ture, and the Soul and Center of the whole Chriſtian 
Relig'on ; who is by infinite Degrees, the moſt grand 
and amiable Repreſentative of the eternal Godhead 
to the Church ; and the only Source of Pardon and 
Acceptance, of Wiſdom and Goodneſs, of Grace and 


Glory, to the Believer. 


I rejoice to find that you take in good Part my 


very free Remarks. and very feeble Attempts to 


criticiſe, * Indeed, I did not doubt but you would.— 
I ſend two or three Manuſcripts, and beg of you to 


exerciſe the ſame Frankneſs of Admonition, and the 


ſame Impartiality of Cenſure upon them.—My Book- 


ſeller tells me, it L 4a be compriſed in leſs than 


three Volumes. have always had an Averſion to 
ſo diffuſive a Work. Many will not have Ability 
to purchaſe them; many not have Leiſure to 
read them, and to ſome, I fear, the very Sight of 


three Volumes would be like Loads of Meat to a 
ſickly or ſqueamiſh Stomach, Yet I cannot contract 


the 
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the Work, and reduce it to the Size of two, 
without omitting thoſe Parts, which are intended to 
entertain the Reader, keep him in good Humour, 
and allure or bribe him to go on. What would you 
adviſe ? | C 

I have not ſeen Lord * Works. And fince 
their Character is ſo forbidding, their Tendency fo 
hurtful, I ſhall not attempt to ſee them, I don't 
queſtion, but the great Phyſician will provide an 
Antidote for this Poiſon, and the almighty Head of 
the Church will enable his Diſciples to tread on ſuch 
Serpents. 

I am this Day a Priſoner in my Chamber, and 
write in much Pain. Bleſſed be God for that World, 
where all Tears will be wiped away from our Eyes, 
and “ there will be no more Pain.” And bleſſed be 
God for a Saviour, who is the Way to thoſe happy 
Manſions, and the Door of Admiſſion into them. — 
O!] that every Thing may lead my dear Friend and 
me more and more to Chriſt. In him alone Peace, 
and Reft, and true Joy are to be found. 

I ſend Letters viii, ix, x, xi, and Dial. xv, xvii. 
Do, my dear Sir, improve, poliſh, and enrich them. 
And, if God almighty bleſſes them, if our adored 
Redeemer vouchſafes to work by them, I will thank 
you, not only in theſe Regions of Sin and Mortali- 
ty, but when 1 meet you before the Throne of the 
Lamb, and amidſt the Angels of Light. Till then 
may the Father of Mercies keep you as the Apple 
of his Eye, and make you a poliſhed Arrow in his 

iver. Believe me to be, dear Sir, , 

Your ſincere, obliged, and ; 
Affectionate Brother in Chriſt, J. H. 


W 


Dear Sir, Weſton, May 30, 1784. 
D mer received SED 17 1 
thank you for the comfortable Prayer, it exactly 
ſuits'my Circumſtances, may I be enabled to breathe 
it from my very Soul in Faith, and may it enter into 
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the Ears of the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt — Pray make no Apology for the Length of 
your Letter. Whenever you favour me with an Epiſtle, 
the more you ſuffer your Pen to enlarge, the more you 
will oblige and improve your Correſpondent.—I wiſh 
you Succeſs in fniſking your Chronological and Hiſ- 
torical Treatiſe, and ſhall be much pleaſed to peruſe 
It. N 
Your Solution of the Difficulty in Ad vii. is very 
ingenious, and ſubſerves the Purpoſes of Piety. But 
do you think the Patriarchs would interr the Sichemites 
in a burying Place, that belonged to a Stranger; and 
not rather depoſit them in their Family- Vaults, or 
the Sepulchres where their Anceſtors lay l ſhould be 
glad to ſee the Sequel of your Diſſertation concerning 
the fallen Angels.—I fend herewith four of my Dia- 
logues,-which I beg of you to examine with a kind 
Severity. I do aſſure you, I can bear to receive 
Cenſure from a Friend, and will kiſs the Lips that 
adminiſter it, eſpecially when it is intended to pre- 
ſerve my Attempts to further the glorious Goſpel from 
the Contempt of the Publick, —I will ere long fend 
you in a Frank a general View of my Plan, which, 
in the Execution is become too prolix ; and cannot 
be comprehended in leſs than three Volumes, of the 
ſame Size with the Meditations, unleſs ſome judicious 
Friend will help me to curtail and abridge.— I am 
very unwilling to publiſh a Work conſiſting of three 
2 I apprehend, this will obſtruct the Sale 
not a little. Be ſo kind as to ſerve my Eſſays as you 
you have treated Mr Goadby's Expofitory Notes; 
take the Pruning-Knife, and freely lop off the luxu- 
riant Parts. Your Notes on Tay/or of Norwich, I 
return with thankful Acknowledgments, you will ſee 
what uſe I have made of them. — I had penn'd more 
Animadverſions upon that Piece, but upon a Review 
I found they would ſwell the Work too much. I 
have a Note, Dial. iv. Page 4. that is directly to the 
Point ; would you adviſe me to retain it? 1 had ex- 
punged it. I have directed the Printer to reſtore it 


but h2/ttanter hoc. — Lou will receive half a * 
| 0 
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of a little Collection + of Scripture Promiſes which I | 


lately printed if two ſmall Bits of Paper, chiefly 
for the Poor, to be paſted, one at the Beginning, 
the other at the End of their Bibles, or indeed of 
any pious Book. — Perhaps you may know ſome, to 


whom ſuch a Preſent though minute, may be wel- 


come.—As ſoon as you return theſe Manuſcripts, if 
I have your Approbation, I purpoſe to employ the 
Preſs. In the mean Time, it ſhall be my Prayer to 
God that he may give you a'right Judgment in all 
Things. | 


Your moſt affectionate, 


J. Herve. 


— Te 


+ The following is the Collection of Scripture Pro- 


miſes mentioned in the Letter; but 'tis much to be 
lamented, that Mr. Herwey did not at the ſame Time 
publiſh a few plain Directions, to prevent the Mif- 
application of ſome of theſe Promiſes : Some Thin 

of this Nature to have rendered them more el 
ly uſeful he propoſed to have done, if he had lived 


a little longer, though in his own Pariſh this Defect 


was obviated; as he preached on all theſe Texts, 


and ſhewed how far and to whom they might be ap- 
plied. 


P R O- 


l 
FAR OM I 53 ES, 
To be paſted at the Beginning of a Bible. 


GOD bath given us exceeding great and precious Promiſes. that by 
theſe We might be Partakers of the Divine Nature. 2 Pet. i. 4. 


Divine Teacnins. 


Ifai. xxix. 18. The Eyes of the Blind ſhall ſ ee out of Obſcurity. 
Jer. xxxi. 34. They ſhall all know me, from the leaſt to the greateſt. 
John xiv. 26. The Holy Ghoſt ſhall teach you all Things. 

Iſai. Iviii. 11. The Lord ſhall guide Thee continually. 


PARDON. 


Iſal. xliii. 25,T am he that blotteth out thy Sins. 

Iſai. i.18.—Sins as Scarlet—ſhall be white as Snow. 

1 Pet. ii. 24. Who his own Self bear our Sins in his own Body on 
the Tree, 

1 John i. 7,—The Blood of Jzsus CMH 18T cleanſeth from all Sin, 


Jus TiIF1ICATION. 


Rom. viii. 33, 24—lt is God that juſtifieth. 

Rorn. iii. 21, 22, 23, 24.—]Juſtified freely by his Grace. 

Ifai. xIv. 24, 25-—In the Loxd I have Righteouſneſs, 

2 Cor. v. 21. We are made the Righteouſneſs of God in Him, 


SANCTIFICATION. 


Ezek. xi. 19, 20. I will put a new Spirit within you. 

Tit. ii. 14. Cu 15 T gave Himſelf for Us, that He might redeem 
Us from all Iniquity. 

Heb, viii. 10, 11, 12. I will put my Laws into their Mind, and 
write them in their Hearts. 

3 Theſſ. v. 23.— The Gov of Peace, ſanctiſy your whole Spirit, 
Soul and Body, 


P R O- 
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PROMIS ES. 
To be paſted at the End of a Bible. 
TEMTO ARAL BLESSINGS. 


1 Tim. iv. 8, —Godlineſs hath the Promiſe of the Life that now is. 
Pfal. xxxvii. 3,—Verily thou ſhalt be fed. 


Matt. vi. 33.—Seek firſt the Kingdom of 2 and all Thinge 


ſhall be added. 
1 Tim. vi. 17. Who giveth us all Things richly to enjoy. 


TEMPTATION. 


1 Cor. x. 1 13. — Gov will not ſuffer you to be tempted above that 


ve are able. 
2 Cor. xii. g,—-My GRA is ſufficient for thee. 
Rom. vi. 14. Sin ſhall not have Dominion over you. 
Luke xxii. 32. I have prayed for Thee, that thy Faith fail not. 


AFFLICTI1ON:- 


Job v. 17.— Happy is the Man whom Gop correcteth. 
Lament. iii. 32. Tho' He cauſe Grief, yet will He have Compaſſion. 
Pal. I. 16. —Call upon me in Trouble, and I will deliver thee. 
Rev. iii. 19. As many as I love, I rebuke and chaſten. 


DRAT R. , 


x Cor. xv. 88. 56, 57,—God giveth us the Victory, thro” n 
our Lon D. 

2 Cor. v. 1. If our earthly Houſe is diſſolved, we have a Building 
of GOD. 

John iii. 16. Whoſoever believeth, ſhall have everlaſting Life. 

Pal. xxiii. 4.— Though I paſs through Death, I wi I fear no Evil. 


ConcLlLVUS10ON, 


. 

GOD, willing more abundantly to ſhew unto the Heirs of Promiſe, the 
Immutability of bis Counſel, confirmed it by an Oath, Heb. vi. 17. 
LE T- 


— 
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- LETTER XXxV. 


My dear Friend, . June 12, 1754. 
O you wonder, why I have not e 
the Receipt of your laſt? Indeed it deſerved 

a moſt ſpeedy and a moſt grateful Acknowledgment, 

but I was unwilling to interrupt your Thoughts 

with freſh Inquiries ; your Thoughts, I hope, have 
been employed, in diſcovering the Reverend Dr. 

#**'; Miſlakes, and in teaching him, what that 

means, which our Lord gave as the Commiſſion to 

his Miniſters, * Preach the Goſpel.” 

I received your Preſent from Mr. *** ; but I ſhall 
not want any Memorial of your Friendſhip, fo long 
as you will give me Leave to conſult you, about 
difficult Paſſages in Scripture ; and theſe Memorials, 
I aſſure you, will not be tranſient, J ſhall carefully 
preſerve them; and when their Number and Size is 
a little more increaſed, ſhall form them into a Volume, 
which will be more valuable to me, than any Book in 
my Study 7. 

The Anecdotes of your own Life are very wel.“ 
come; if you could add others, they would be ſtill 
more pleaſing. As you are well acquainted with 
antient Hiſtory, have you met with any Account of 
the four Monarchies ? Conciſe, taking in only the 
moſt memorable and ſtriking Facts; and till more 
particularly calculated to explain the Prophecies of 
Scripture, and demonſtrate their exact Accompliſh- 
ments. This, with a ſuccin& Detail of the Deſtruc- 
tion of Jeruſalem, and the Diſperſion of the Jews, 
would, I think, be a very pretty hiſtorical Furniture 
for young Minds. | 
. I think all your Criticiſms pleaſe and improve me, 
that only excepted, which relates to 1 Cor. ix. 24 


— — 


4, It is much to be wiſhed, that this ingenious Cor- 
. xeſpondent, would permit us to publiſh his learned 
Anſwers by Way of Supplement to theſe * hs 

| | ile 


D 
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While I was writing this, Mr. P***, the Bearer came 
in, for which. Reaſon, you will give me Leave, for 
the Sake of enjoying his Company, to conclude ; only 
let me add, that I purpoſe, it I live till the Beginning 


of next Week, to finiſh what I intended to ſay, in a 


Letter by the Poſt, which very probably may antici- 
pate what now comes from, 


Dear Sir, 
Your's, &c, 


LETTER XVI. 


Dear Sir, 
Think one Guinea is full enough for giving away 
to a Perſon, whole Character we are ignorant ot. 
[There are too many (dolet diftum!) to whom an Alms 
in the Way of Money, is only an Adminiſtration of 
Fuel to their Luſts. Not that I preſume to fix ſuch a 
Charge upon the preſent Petitioner ; yet this Convic- 
tion makes me Cautious, where I have no Aſſurance 
of the Perſon's Sobriety. Had it not been for 
his Father's Worth, I ſhould have almoſt thought 
it my Duty to have ſhut my Hand, till I re- 
ceived ſome more ſatis factory Recommendation. We 
are Stewards of our Maſter's Goods, and Diſcretion is 
requiſite in the Diſcharge of ſuch an Office, as well as 
Fidelity. 
fancy, my dear Friend, you did not take notice 
of an unbecoming Expreſſion, which dropt from your 


Lips, while I fat at your Table. You was a little 


chagrined at the Careleſſneſs of your Servant, and ſaid 
to him with ſome Warmth, © What! in the Name of 
God do you mean?“ Such Expreflions from your 
Lips, will be much obſerved, and long remembered. 
I need fay no more; you yourſelf will perceive, by a 
Moment's Reflection, how faulty they are in them- 


ſelves, and how pernicious they may be to- others, 


May the good Lord pardon and deliver you from E- 
vil !-And may both of us more frequently meditate 
_ 


— W = * —_— 
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on this important Text, Set a Watch before our 
* Mouths, and keep the Door of our Lips!“ 
es 790 . © Ever yours, while 


James Herver. 
LE T T E R XXXVII. 


My dear Friend, une 14, 1754. 
E FORE this can reach your Hand- A il. 
B in all Probability have ſeen Mr. P***; He is 
really an ingenious Gentleman, has a lively apprehen- 
fion, a penetrating judgment, as well as a large Share 
of Reading. May the Almighty Spirit vouchſafe to 
ſanctify thoſe Endowments; and make our Interviews, 
not an Occaſion of ambitiouſly diſplaying our Talents, 
but of building up one another in our moſt holy Faith ! 
I can hardly agree to my Friend's Propoſal, for al- 
tering the Tranſlation of 1 Cor. ix. 24. May it not be 
an Encitement to the utmoſt Diligence? g. 4. The 
Contenders know, that, though many run, yet one 
alone can receive the Prize. Therefore they exert all 
their Strength and all their Speed, each hoping and 
each ſtriving, to be that diſtinguiſhing happy one : 
So likewiſe do ye, or may it not be an Encourage- 
ment, drawn from the Proſpect of general Succeſs ? 9g. 4. 
How much greater Reaſon have you to run the Chri- 
ſtian Race? Since not one only, but all may receive the 
Prize of your high Calling.—Of theſe Interpretations 
the former ſeems moſt ſuitable to the Tenour of the 
Apoſtle's Diſcourſe. What do you apprebend to be the 
preciſe Senſe of that Expreſſion, «rs & avro mmAcgwpercs. 
Col. ii. 10. Is our Tranſlation exact? Or ſhould it 
be rendered, Ye are filled with him, filled by him? 
Filled with Wiſdom, Holineſs, c. I was reading 
Pſalm civ. and a Doubt aroſe concerning the Meanin 
of thoſe Expreſſions.— He layeth the Beams of his 
Chambers in the Waters— He maketh the Clouds his 
Chariot. Does the Pſalmiſt intend to ſignify the 
ſame thing by Waters and Clouds ? Or by Waters does 


- he mean ſomewhat different from the Fluid, which 
com- 
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compoſes the Clouds? Houbigant finds Fault with our 


* Tranſlation of n5pRN, Durs & incredibiliter Arias, 


contignavit aquis ; he would correct it according to his 
uſual Way, by altering the Original, Nos /egimus 
ED3pDN, cooperiens: Sic legunt, præter Syrum, omnes in 
Polyglottis.— What think you of the Word Nam, verſe 
19. Going down ?” Is that all, which the Sun knows 
or obſerves ; would not that be a very imperfe& Diſ- 
charge of his Office ? May not the original Phraſe de- 
note his going, his Circuit, his whole Journey? Com- 
prehending, not only his ſetting, but his riſing, his 
his Meridian, and all his Stages ; together with his 
Paſſage from one Tropick to another, and his Diſtri- 
bution, not only of Day, but of Seafons alſo, through 
the various Regions of the Globe? - H is this 
Word rightly tranſlated Sea/ons ? By Seaſons we gene- 
rally mean the four grand Diſtributions of the Year 
into Spring and Summer, Autumn and Winter, But 
theſe, you know, are neither occaſioned by the Influ- 
_ ences, nor regulated by the Appearances of the Moon, 
I could be glad to ſee, from your critical Pen, 
a correct Tranſlation of this fine Pſalm ; toge- 
ther with ſuch Remarks, as may explain what is 
difficult, and illuſtrate what is beautiful, Next Satur- 
I hope to ſend your Manuſcript. In the mean 
ime, let me promiſe myſelf a Remembrance in your 
Prayers, and expect the Favour of a Letter, which 
will be thankfully received and highly valued by, 
Dear Sir, 
Affectionately yours, Sc, 


J. Hen ver. 
LETTER XXXVIII. 


Dear Sir, 
poor Father is in ſome Reſpects better, but he 
VL is as weak and helpleſs as ever. Moſt of his 
Time paſſes in a Kind of doſing Sleep. He has no In- 
clination to talk ; takes little Notice of Perſons or 
Things. —l hope his great Work is done, his Intereſt 
In 


| 
| 
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in Chriſt ſecured, and his Soul ſanctiſied by Grace. 
For indeed, ſuch a State of Languiſhing is as unfit to 
work out Salvation, and lay hold on eternal Life, as 
to grind at a Mill, or to run a Race. Oh! that we 
all may give diligent Attention to the Things which 
belong to our Peace, before the Inability of Sickneſs, 
and the Night of Death approaches. —I ſent for the 
Poem on Sickneſs, by Mr. Thompſon of Queen's College, 
Oxford; and was ſurpriſed to find it a four Shilling 
and Six-penny Piece. It is, I think, a looſe and ram- 
bling Performance ; ſome good Lines, but a great deal 
of it nothing at all to the Purpoſe. Not comparable, 
in Point of Elegance, Propriety, and Beauty, to his 
Hymn on May. I I would not have it depre - 
ciated, methinks, becauſe it ſpeaks worthily of the 
—— Religion, and the Rock of our Hopes, Chriſt 
eſus. | 
Adieu, my dear Friend, 
Ever yours, 


James HEZRAVEx. 
LETTER XXXIX. 


Dear Sir, . Wefton, June 21, 1754. 
EFORE this arrives, I hope my Parcel, tranſ- 
D mitted according to your Direction, will have 
reached your Hands ; and my Dialogues will have re- 
ceived the free Correction, and the friendly Improve- 
ments of your Pen, 
As through my many and repeated Infirmities, I 
had long diſcontinued, and have often intermitted my 
intended Work, I am informed from London that the 
Abettors of the Socinian Scheme, have been pleaſed to 
triumph in my Diſappointment ; imagining, that, 
through Fear or Inability, I kad laid aſide my Deſign, 
and inſinuating, that I had changed my Principles, or 
was conſcious of the Weakneſs of my Cauſe. From 
theſe Gentlemen, if my Eſſay ſhould appear in Pub- 
lick, it may expect a ſevere Examination, and proba- 
bly a violent Attack, I hope your Friendſhip will 
| anti- 
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anticipate their Inveteracy ; and remove thoſe Ble- 
miſhes, which might give them a Handle for Cenſure, 
or a Ground for aſult. My Prayer for my kind Cor- 
rector is, that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe ſacred Ho- 
nour and precious Intereſts are concerned, would give 
him “ the Spirit of Wiſdom and Underſtanding, the 
Spirit of Counſel and of Might; Mm M&V2 WA. 


Is there not a peculiar Force and Beauty in this laſt 


Metaphor ? How would you develope and ſet it forth 
to common View? I have juſt had Occaſion to conſi- 
der that remarkable Expreſſion in Pialm xv. ON 


Yy2 1Þ; Methinks, the Bible Tranſlation does 


not recommend itſelf, to my Judgment I am better ſa- 
tified, and more edified with the Verſion uſed by our 
Liturgy ; only it ſeems not to have preſerved the 
Strength of the Original. However, I will ſay no 
more upon this Point, becauſe, if 4 live to ſend ano- 
ther Packet of probationary Manuſcripts, you will ſee 
my Sentiments on this Particular, incorporated with 
the Work. J 

What is your Opinion, as to publiſhing three Vo- 
lumes ? Mr. Moſes Browne and another Friend pro- 
nounce in the Afﬀirmative ; though I am much afraid 
that this Circumſtance will clog * Sale. — There are 
ſeveral Pieces that are a Kind of Excurſion from the 
principal Subject, calculated to relieve and entertain 
the Reader, yet not without adminiſtering ſome ſpi- 
ritual Benefit. A whole Dialogue upon the Wonders 
of Wiſdom, Power, and Goodneſs, diſplayed in the 
Contrivance and Formation of the human Body. Two 


or three Letters pointing out the Traces of the ſame 


grand and amiable Attributes, in the Conſtitution / of 


the Earth, the Air, and the Ocean. Theſe I am afraid 


to lop off, leſt it ſhould be like wiping the Bloom 
from the Plumb, or taking the Gold from the Ginger- 
bread. To you I ſay Gingerbread, though I would 
not ſay ſo to the Publick ; for I really think, the Taſte 


of the preſent Age is ſomewhat like the Humour of 


Children :—Their Milk muſt be ſugared, their Wine 
ſpiced, and their neceſſary Food garniſhed with Flow- 
ers, and enriched with ſweet Meats, In my next, I 


hope 


—— * 
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hope to lay before you a ſummary View of my whole 
Deſign. I forget whether I incloſed in my laſt one of 
the little Colle&ion of Scripture Promiſes, which I 
cauſed lately to be printed, for the Benefit and Com- 
fort of my People. I would have them paſted into 
their Bibles; and may the God of all Grace command 
them to be mixed with Faith, and ingrafted into their 
Hearts, If I have already deſired your Acceptance of 
one, theſe I now ſend may be for your Friends. I 
fancy, a ſhort but lively Diſcourſe upon each of the 
eight Heads 4, and the Texts ſelected, might, after 
they have been committed to the Memories of the 
People, be acceptable, and what the Apoſtle calls 
* a Word in Seafon.” —* Angry at the Length of 
% your Letters!” No, dear Sir! They are, as 
Tully ſaid of Demoſthenes's Orations, ** The longer the 
„more valuable.“ 


I am, 


«Your obliged Friend, 
J. Hervey. 
LETTER XL. 


My dear Friend, he 

HAN K you for ſending the Cuts deſigned for 
| the Bible. All my Hope with regard to them, 
is, that they may remind ſome Beholders of the tran- 
ſcendeat Excellency of the ſacred Writings. I pro- 
poſe by the next Poſt to write to Mr. *** ] would ve- 
ry willingly preſent him with my Picture. as you de- 
fire it; but I really think, my Picture, if much better 
done, is not worth a Frame. And, I own, I don't 
much like giving away, what ſavours more of Vanity, 
than Benevolence. 

Can't 


== mw 


+ The Heads are, 1. Divine Teaching.— 2. Par- 
don.—3. Juſtification,—4. Sanctification.— 5. Tem- 


- poral Bleſſings. —6. Temptation,—7. Affliction.— 


8. Death. 
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Can't you get a little Leiſure to peruſe Part of my 
intended Work. I have, for a Month or fix Weeks, 
been 2 it in earneſt. I have ſent four of the 
Dialogues, tranſcribed by my Amanuenſis. Do, fteal 
a little Time from the Multiplicity of your medical 
Engagements, to examine them ; retrench, where 1 
am redundant; clear up, where J am obſcure; poliſh 
what is uncouth, I hope Mr. *** will do me the 
ſame Favour ; and may the God of Wiſdom pive both 
my Friends and me a right Judgment in all Things. 
I have ſeen Mr. ***'s Anſwer. God be praiſed, 
that IJ had no Occaſion for Controverſy I have 
not ſeen Mr. Moſes Browne this many a Day: The laſt 
Time he was with me, he talked about reprinting his 
Sunday Thoughts, and adding a third Part which he 
had finiſhed, and which completes his Scheme; I would 
have the three Parts printed in a neat Pocket Volume. 


Have you read his Poem on the Univerſe ? I think it is 


the moſt pleaſing, and indeed the beſt Thing he ever 
wrote. I hope, the God of Heaven will ſmile upon 
his Endeavours, and animate us all to labour in his 
dear Son's Cauſe, and proſper the Labours, which he 
himſelf excites. And if God will proſper, who ſhall 
obſtruQ ? © If he will work, who can let it?“ My 
dear Friend, let our Eyes be ever looking unto the 
Hills from whence cometh our Help. To that omni- 
tent Being, who ſtretched out the Heavens, and 
id the Foundations of the Earth; to that all-gra- 
cious Being, who ſpared not (unparallelled, ſtupendous 
Goodneſs !) ſpared not his own Son, but freely gave 
ove 


him up for us both. Oh! that we may dearly 
him ; firmly truſt in him ; and defire nothing ſo much, 
as to know him now by Faith, and after this Life have 
the Fruition of his glorious Godhead, To his ever- 
laſting Compaſſions [ 


commit my Friend, . 
And am, 


Inviolably yours, 
Jauts HeRver 


LE T- 
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re 


Dear Sir, Meſtan, July 5, 1754. 


* R Favour of June 28, is now before me, 
and demands my ſincereſt Thanks; and mine, I 
aſſure you, are of the ſincereſt kind. I am ſenſible, it 
is not in every one's Power to do ſuch Acts of Kind- 
neſs ; and if Providence vouchſafes to ſmile upon my 
Eſſay, they will be of the moſt laſting, the moſt ex- 
tenſive, and the moſt important Nature. If I live till 
next Saturday, I propoſe to tranſmit to you fix more 
of the Dialogues, which will open a new Field for 
our friendly Hand to weed, cultivate, and improve. 
Exerciſe the ſame benevolent Severity upon them, and 

continue to retrench, as well as to reform. Nane 
I am obliged for your Criticiſms, and Oh! that I 
may be emboldened by the Extract from your in- 
tended Work. No Man, I believe, ſtands in more 
of ſuch. Encouragements than myſelf.—Timorous by 
Nature, and made abundantly more fo, by a long Se- 
ries of unintermitted Languors, and a very debilitated 
Conſtitution ;. for which Reaſon, I promiſe 'myſelf, 
you will commend the Writer and his Attempt to that 
reat Jehovab, in whom is everlaſting Strength ** 

ea kind Aſſiſtance, I ſhall think myſelf bound tc 

raiſe his adorable Majeſty ; and to pray that he woul 
1 you, with all Wiſdom and ſpiritual Underſtanding; 
that you may walk worthy of the Lord, unto all 
pleaſing, being fruitful in every good Work, and in- 

creaſing in the Knowledge of God. A -4 

1 will ſince I have. the Concurrence of your Judg- 
ment, and 1 hope the Guidance of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, determine upon three Volumes. How long 
do you apprehend it will be, before your chronologi- 
cal, and ' hiſtorical Piece will be finiſhed? I hope it 
will abound with ſuch Explanations of Scripture, and 
be rich with ſhort, but ſtriking Improvements ; may 
you continually enjoy that Union from the _ 
ne, 
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One, which teacheth all Things! And Oh! that its 


precious Influences may deſcend upon, 
Dear Sir, your much obliged, 
And truly affectionate Friend, 


JAMES Hervey. 


LETTER XLII. 


Dear Sir, : Fuly 13, 1754. 
1 Hope my laſt Letter, wherein I appriſed you of a 
1 Parcel to be tranſmitted to you is in your Hand.— 
Here are ſix Dialogues; may the everlaſting and 
wonderful Counſellor enable you to ſearch them as 
with a Candle, and make them ſuch as he will conde- 
ſcend to bleſs! 1 have dropped ſeveral Objections and 
Anſwers ; yet, I fear, too many are ſtill retained. A 
Multiplicity of Objects diſſipates the Attention either 
of the Eye or the Mind.— Are what the Painters call 
the two Unities, preſerved? One principal Action 
and one grand Point of View, in each Piece? Does 
Theron ſpeak enough? or with ſuch Weight, and ſuch 
a Spice of the Sa/ Atticus, as might fuit his Character? 
Here and there a Touch of Wit or genteel Satyr in 
him, I think, would be graceful, eſpecially in the 
firſt Part, before he is brought to a Conviction of his 
Guilt, I hope you wil! not only find out all the 
Faults, but that you will point this Arrow, and trim 
its Feathers ; and may the Arm of the moſt High 


launch it, that it may be the Arrow of the Lord's Sal- 


vation. | 
I am, dear Sir, 


Affectionately and gratefully yours, E 


James Hexvsy. 
LETTER XLIII. f 


Sir, October 
I Have peruſed the greateſt Part of Dr. Hodges's Elihu, 
"Tis wrote, I think, in a maſculine and noble 


Stile; 
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Stile ; is animated with a lively Spirit of Piety ; and 
urges, with a N Zeal, ſome of the grand Pe- 
culiarities of the Goſpel. I hope, it will prove a Bleſ- 
ſing to both + the Univerſities ; and be a Means of 
teſtifying, to both thoſe learned Bodies, the Truth as 
it is in Jeſus. —Dear Mr. ““ has been gone from us al- 
moſt a Fortnight. What a burning and ſhining Light 
is he ! Burning with miniſterial Zeal, and ſhining in 
all holy Converſation. I hope, our dear Friend 
1, Sermon was attended with a Bleſſing ; and may 
the Bleſſing be greatly increaſed by the Publication ! 
May the Drop become a River, and the River become 
a Sea !—TI was Yeſterday with five or Six young Stu- 
dents, and this Day with three ingenious Gentlemen 
of the Laiety, two of whom are acquainted with the 
Hebrew. Our Converſation turned wholly upon that 
ſuper-excellent and delightful Subject, The only 
*« true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom he has ſent.” 
Oh ! may that almighty Being, who has every human 
Heart in his Hand, ſanctify our Diſcourſe to our e- 
ternal Advantage And let us, my dear Friend, 
talk for him, write for him, and live for him, who died 
for our Sins, and is riſen again for . 
May his Spirit be your continual Guide, and his fa- 
vour your everlaſting Portion! t 
or Ever yours, while 


James HZAvEZ x. 


LETTER XIV. 


Dear Sir, pi pd Auguſt 27, 1754. 
Have read Part of your Chronological Manu- 
1 cript .—and I bleſs God for giving you ſuch a 
_s : pe- 


+ The Reverend Dr. Hodges was Provoſt of Orie/ 
College, Oxford ; eminent for his Learning and Piety. 
„T The Manuſcript which Mr. Herwey here takes 
notice of js called A ſhort Chronicle of the moſt 

*6 I6- 
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penetrating and comprehenſive Mind. To confefs 
the Truth, it is beyond my Power to follow, even in 
thoſe Reſearches, where you have ſurmounted the 
Difficulties, and cleared the Way ; but there are ma- 
ny Things which I underſtand, and with which | am 
delighted ; inſomuch, that, if you don't intend to 
ubliſk it, I ſhould very much defire a Copy of it. 
But what ſhould hinder the Publication? Why ſhould 
not the learned World be improved by what 1s pro- 
found, and the whole World be edified by what is ea- 
ſy? I have no Acquaintance in this Neighbourhood, 
who is verſed in chronological Inquiries, and capable 
of judging of your Computations and Arguments; 
otherwiſe, I would obtain for you his Opinion. Mr. 
Moſes Braune (Author of the Sunday Thoughts) will 
gladly peruſe it ——Will you excu'e me, though 
T add no more ? A Gentleman waits for me below, to 
tranſact an Affair of which I underſtand but very little; 
he is come to take my Parſonage Grounds, in order to 
— them for Woad, an Herb much uſed by the 
yer. May Proſperity attend his Plough, but above 
all may it attend yours and mine, which would open 
the Ground for the Seed of the everlaſting Goſpel. I 
am loth to miſs a Poſt, loth to defer my Thanks for 
your laſt very valuable Favour, otherwiſe you would 
not be put off with ſuch a haſty ſcrap from 
Dear Sir, | | 


Your moſt obliged and affectionate, 


Jauzts Hervey. 


— 


4 


© remarkable events, from the Beginning of the 
World, to the building of Salomons Temple.” In 
which Chronicle the Difficulties in Chronology ate 
.Cleared up after a new Manner ; and the Author hes 
ſtrove to enliven his Piece by a grezt Number of 
marginal References.— We hear he intends ſoon 
to publiſh this very valuable and maſterly Perform- 
ance. | 


Vor. II. F 1140 


nf 
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LETTER XLV. 


Dear Sir, , ' . S | 
| HE Gentleman who verſified Part of my Medi- 
| 1 tations is Mr. Newcomb of Hackney, I thought it 
exceedingly well executed; much ſuperior to his Ode 

on the final Diſſolution of the World, which he has 
fince publiſhed. It 

As to Biſhop Fowler*s Deſign of Chriſtianity, he has, 
as far as I have read, good Senſe, clear Language, and 
ſometimes fine ſtriking Sentiments, But I moſt cor- 
dially embrace the Propoſition, viz. © That Faith 

« juſtifieth only as it apprehendeth the Merits and 

«« Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt,” which he moſt per- 
'emptorily “ condemns,—pleaſe to caſt your Eye to the 
fifth Line of the next Paragraph ; (the Biſhop's Words 
are Imputation of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs ' conſiſts in 
dealing with fincerely righteous Perſons as if they | 
were perfectly ſo, for the ſake of ' Jeſus Chriſt,” 
and compare his * finterely righteous Perſons,” with St. 
Paul's Declaration, Rom. iv. 5. that Chriſt juſtifieth the F 


Ungodly. 


— 


* See the whole Paſſage, Page 160, of the third 
Edition, and Page 199 of the fourth Edition. | 
+ Biſhop Fowler in his Interpretation of this Text, 
differs from Mr. Herwey's Opinion, as may be ſeen 
at large by the Remarks which the Biſhop has made 

on this Lext, in his Defence. of the Principles. and 
Practices of certain moderate Divines of the Church 
of England (abuſively called LAaTETVUDINARAIANs) 
wrote by way of Dialogue between two intimate 
Friends. ——But as neither Mr. Herwey's nor the 
Biſhop's Sentiments are here ' ſufficigntly explained, 
the following Extracts from two ſuch celebrated Com- 

| mentators as I bithy and Burkit, ate ſubjoined for th 
| Reader's Conſideration. - 
| Dr. Whitby, in his Annotations on the New Teky 
| 

| 


ment, has thus expounded Romans iv. . Juſti> | 
| * fication, | 


—_— WW TT” Www ww -” © 
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a Ungodly.— When you have peruſed and conſidered 


Biſhop Foxwler's Treatiſe thoroughly, pleaſe to let me 
have it again; eſpecially as you and Mr. H appre- 
hend he has given better Directions for the Attainment 
of true Holineſs than Mr. Marſhall... Thanks for 
young Mr. Cs Sermon. He is a correct Wri- 
ter, but wants the main Thing. © Chriſt is all in 
all.“ He either forgets, or underſtands thoſe Words, 
in a Manner very different from my Apprehenſion. 
t has much good Senſe, but to me his Ser- 
mon reads flat: In his Diſcourſe likewiſe 1 wiſhed to 
have ſeen more of our Immanuel's Glory. 

| I am, Ec. 


LETTER XLVI. 


Dear Sir, Meſton, October 20, 1754. 
Received the Parcel ſafe, and deſire to bleſs God's 
Providence for not ſuffering the Manuſcripts to be 


— 


« fication being only the Non-imputation, or the 
« Pardon of their paſt Sins on Account of that 
% Faith, which laid the higheſt Obligations upon 
all Believers to die unto Sin for the future, there 
« is no Abſurdity in ſaying, God thus juſtifies the 
© Ungodly repenting of, and engaging to ceaſe from, 
« their Ungodlineſs.”. 

Mr. Burkitt, in his Expoſitory Notes on. the: New 
Teſtament, has thus commented on Rom. iv. . 

« Whereas it is here ſaid, that God juſtifieth 
„the Ungodly,” the Meaning is, ſuch as have been 
6 ungodly, not ſuch as continue ſo.— The Apoftle 
« deſcribes the Temper, and Frame of their Hearts 
„and Lives before Juſtification, and not after: it; 


„as it found them, not as it leaves them.— True! 


* Chriſt juſtifies the Ungodly,” yet ſuch as continue 
* ungodly are not juſtified by him: We muſt bring 
*« Credentials from our SAncTiFICATION, to bear 
* Witneſs to the Truth of our Jus rirIcATTIOx.“ 


F a SR 
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| - Joſt in their Paſſage, as they had like to have been; 
and to thank my kind Friend for his judicious Re- 
marks. Herein is incloſed Dialogue xvi. I durſt 
not venture to commit this to the Preſs, without ſub- 
mitting it to pour Correction. Dear Sir, examine 
it with a critical Severity, and may he whoſe Eyes are 
as a Flame of Fire, enable you to diſcern and rectify 
what is amiſs.—It is, as you will eafily perceive, a 
Subject of the laſt Importance. Oh ! that in hand- 
ling it, I might be a Workman, that need not be a- 
| ſhamed.—Pardon my _ of Anſwers, to your large 
| and valuable Letters. I hagdly know how to get a 
| Moment's Leifure, ſo very intent am I now on the 
| Publication of my Book. I have not been able, for 
| want of Time, to read over this Tranſcript ; J hope, 
| the Copier has not made any great Miſtakes. Be ſo 
| good, dear Sir, as to favour me with your Remarks 
| 
| 


on this Manuſcript, as ſoon as you poſſibly can ; you 
need not return it, only ſend me your Remarks. But 
| you will pleaſe to preſerve this, for fear of an Acci- 
© dent happening to the other Copy. 


I am, dear Sir, 


| Yours moſt affectionately 
| LETTER XLVIL ; 


| | My dear Friend, Thurſday Noon. Þ| 
F Am glad Dr. C** got Time, and took the Trouble 
I of overlooking the Manuſcripts. He has the Judg- 
ment of a Critick, and the Freedom of a Friend. 
Moſes Browne is perſuaded by the Bookſeller to print 
his Poem on the Univer/e, and his Sunday Thoughts in 
one Volume, and intends to entitle it, The Works and 
Reft of Creation; with the Addition of ſome more par- 
ticular, explicatory, and ſubordinate Title. I ob- 
jected to this general Title; made a Query, whether 
it was ſtrictly proper: or, if proper, whether ſuffi- 
ctiently r Inſtead of it, I propoſed, The Þ 
Works of Creation, and Refft of the Sabbath. : 
Dr. Gill ſhall tell you my Sentiments, in Relation 
to Nei on the Perſeverance of the Saints, Both their 
21 33 | Pamphlets 
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Pamphlets on this Subject I ſend you; whether his 


Replies and Interpretations in the firſt Part are ſound 


and ſatisfatory, judge you; the Conſiderations ſug- 
geſted in the latter Part I think, are full of Weight, 
rich with Conſolation, and worthy of a Place in our 
Memories and in our Hearts: May our own Medita- 
tions fix them in the one, and the Spirit of our God 
implant them in the other! a 

I am entirely of your Opinion with regard to Szay- 
noc on Salvation by Feſus Chrift : Generally very pro- 
lix, and ſomewhat tireſome to the Reader; yet his 
Style is good, nervous, and beautiful. Prolixity, I 
find, is an epidemical Fault among Writers ; the Cen- 
ſure I paſs on him, rebounds on myſelf : Save me 
from this MiſconduQ, by lopping off my Redundan- 


cies. I. have not looked into Staynce, for a great 


while; when I reviſe him again, you ſhall have my 
Sentiments concerning his Doctrine; which, though 
excellent in the main, is not, as I apprehend, per- 
fectly conſiſtent, nor evangelical throughout. 
] have ſeen Mr. *, Verſes on Dr. **®s Character; 
I am apprehenſive (inter Nos) that it will rather de- 
preciate, than exalt the Reverend Doctor's Credit 
among Readers of a Goſpel Spirit. There are indeed, 
the Sales Atlici, but where are the Sales Evangelici ?— 
What ſays our lively Friend ***? 1 think, he is the 


Caleb of our Fraternity. Caleb ſignifies all Heart. 


His Name and Nature correſpond. Did not he warm 
ou with his Zeal ? Oh! ho we may glow with 
ve to him, who bled for Love of us! ] have re- 
ceived a Letter from our dear Friend on the American 
Continent. He mentions you in particular, and your 
late Gueſt. Love, cordial Love, he tranſmits to you 
both. We believe him, when he makes a Profeſſion 
of Kindneſs, and why are we ſo backward to believe 
the more repeated, more ſolemn, and infinitely more 
faithful Aſſurances, which the Scripture gives us of 
our Redeemer's Love? Let us bluſh and be confounded 
for our Unbelief, and may the Lord of all Power and 

Grace help our Unbelief 
Ever yours, H. 


F 3 1.8 
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P. S. Certainly our Friend judges right in not acting 
as'a Juſtice of Peace, unleſs he would ſubmit to the 
Fatigue of acquainting himſelf with our national Laws. 
A Study, which is, if I rightly judge, which I am 
ſure would be to my Taſte, of all others, the moſt 
Jejune and irkſome. Not ſo the Scriptures ! God has, 
in tender Indulgence to our Diſpoſition, ſtrewed them 
with Flowers, dignified them with Wonders ; en- 
riched them with all that may delight the Man of 
Genius, and make the Man of God perfect. May we, 
as new-born Babes, defire the ſincere Milk of the 
Word; and grow —— grow thereby in Knowledge, 
grow in Faith, grow in Love, in Holineſs, in every 
amiable and happy Accompliſhment. Don't you prac- 
tiſe that excellent Rule, of ſeleQing ſor Meditation 
each Day a Text of Scripture ? As to publiſhing the 
firſt Volume of Theron and A/dafio before the others 


are ready, I really know not how to act. May the 


God of unerring Wiſdom vouchſafe to direC©, for his 
dear Son our glorious Interceſſor's ſake ! 


LETTER XLVIII. 


- 


Dear Sir, Weſton, Tan: 25, 1755. 


Really forget, whether I acknowledged your laſt 
Favour. If I did not, let your own Candour be 
my Advocate, and my important Buſineſs under 
the moſt enervated Conſtitution be my Plea. I have 
been, ſince I wrote, in the Phyſician's Hands, and 
debarred from the Pulpit. Bleſſed be the Lord our 
Healer, I am now reſtored to my uſual State, and am 
enabled to ſpeak a Word on the Lord's-Day, and 
preach in my Church on Wedxeſday Evening, which 
is my LeQture-Day, for the Honour of my Maſter, 
and I hope for the Edification of his People. Oh! 
that this Privilege may be coeval with my Life ; and 
my preaching Voice, and my vital Breath be ſtopt to- 


gether ! I wiſh you, dear Sir, many new Years, 4 
0 


Ts] | 
of the new Man, and an abundant Entrance into the 
Neu Jeruſalem, | | 

Vour moſt obliged, 
and truly affectionate Friend, 


| J. Hexver. 
L'E.TIE R Aba 


. My gear Friend, | March 4. 
ON'T hurry the Return of the Dialogues. Take 
/ your Time, that you may examine them thorough- 
ly; none knows, how far they may ſpread, or how 
long they may live. Oh! that the God of Wiſdom 
may enable you to judge aright, and correct their Miſ- 
takes. 
I am ſorry to hear your Account of our Friend at 
* wiſh he could be perſuaded to look upon his 
myſtick Writers, as his Chamber-Council ; converſe 
with them in his Study, and leave them there. I was 
viſited yeſterday by a Gentleman, who would be a 
Datling with Mr. H— : Quite fond of Myſticks, but 
does not go any great Lengths; nor eſpouſe, at leaſt 
not avow or propagate, their extravagant Peculiarities. 
Your old Acquaintance Mr. “came in, and ſat with 
us, I believe two Hours: The Gentleman happened 
to refer to Jaiab vi. and deſired I would read the Be- 
ginning of the Chapter; glad of this Overture, I rea- 
dily embraced it, and fixed the Diſcourſe to this no- 
ble, this alarming and comfortable Scripture. Oh! 
let us attend, with Aſſiduity and Delight, to the holy 
precious Word of God; the Apoſtle calls it aJ%Xor yaa, 
pure, unmixed, unadulterated, as though every other 
Compoſition had ſome improper Tin&ure, was ſome 
way or other adulterated. My Son, ſays the God of 
Heaven (and it is a moſt important Advice, a moſt en- 
dearing Exhortation) attend to my Words, incline thine 
Ear unto my Sayings. Let them not depart from 
thine Eyes, keep them in the midſt of thine Heart, 
For they are—Life unto thoſe that find them, and 
Health to all their Fleſh, 


2 As 
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As to Ejb. iv. 16. does not omagueroyuperes refer te 
the orderly and exact Arrangement? ovueiCaGoyuur to 
the nice and itrong Connections? But where is the 
Beauty or Propriety of wan n, T1; 11x 087 yiny ; Why 
that which every Joint ſupplieth ? Is there any pecu- 
liar Fund of Nutriment lodged in the Joints ? Would 
not an Anatomiſt have (aid, by that which every Veſ- 
ſe], or every Ramification of a Veſſel, ſupplieth ?!— 
F fincerely pity poor ***'s Caſe ; I will give him two 
Guineas ; and hope, the God whom he ſerves, will 
raiſe him up other Friends. He that ſpared not his 
own Son, but gave him up for us all, how fhall he 
not with him a freely give him all things? Tell him 
this from me, though he knows it already, the Lord 
may make it a Word in Seaſon, Charge him to ſay _ 
nothing of me and my Mite, but as much for me to 
his God and Saviour as he pleaſes. —I hope you will, 
when Opportunity ſerves, ſtrengthen Mr. H—s in the 
Faith of the Goſpel, and in the Ways of the Lord. Let 
us provoke one another to Love and to good Works; 
| and ſo much the more, as we ſee the Day approach- 
Ing. Yeſterday Mr. *** of Cambridge called upon 
me ; our Converſation was not ſo edifying, as I could 

wiſh, it degenerated into Diſpute. Mr ***, who is 
very much talked of, was the Subject. I don't 
thoroughly know his Scheme, but am inclined to ſuſ- 
pect that his Opponents will find it a difficult Matter 
to maintain their Ground. However, I ſhall not at- 
tempt to make myſelf fully maſter of the Controverſy. 
To know Chriſt and him crucified, Hoc nobis Palma- 
rium. This is the Deſire and Prayer of, 
Ever yours, 


J. Hervey. 


P.S. The Latin Prayer you ſent me for my Opi- 
nion, ſeems to be compoſed by a Myſtick. Not a 
Word of Chriſt! Acceſs thro' his Blood is neglected; 
Acceptance through his Righteouſneſs is forgotten : 
The grand Error of the myſtick Divines ! who, wholly- 


intent upon what God is to do ix us, moſt uphappily 
| diſregard 
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diſregard what he has done for us, in the Perſon of his 
beloved Son. 


LETTER L. 


Dear Sir, | Weſton, Dec. 17, 1747. 
Truly commiſerate your variegated Calamity ; 
I and heartily wiſh I could ſuggeſt any Thing, which 
might be the Means of adminiſtering ſome Eaſe to 
your afflifted Mind, and of aſſiſting you to reap am- 
ple Benefit from your diſtreſſed Situation. | 
You well know, that all Afflictions of what Kind 
ſoever, proceeed from God. I form the Light, and 
create Darkneſs; I make Peace, and create Evil: I 
the Lord do all theſe Things. (Jſaiab xlv. 7) They 
ſpring not from the Duſt ; are not the Effects of a ran- 
dom Chance, but the Appointment of an all wiſe, all- 
foreſeeing God, who intends them all for the Good 
of his Creatures This, I think, is the fundamental 
Argument for Reſignation, and the grand Source of 
Comfort. This ſhould be our firſt Reflection, and 
our ſovereign Support. He' that gave me my Being, 
and gave his own Son, for my Redemption, he bas aſ- 
ſigned me this Suffering, What he ordains who is 
' boundleſs Love, muſt be good: What he ordains 
who is unerring Wiſdom, muſt be proper. | 
This * Eli to the ſevereſt Doom that ever 
was denounced, It is the Lord, and though griey- 
ous to human Nature, much more grievous to paren- 
tal Affection, yet it is unqueſtronably the beſt ; there- 
fore, I humbly acquieſce. I kiſs the awful Decree, 
and ſay from my very Soul; Let him do what ſeemeth 
him good. (1 Sam. iii. 18) a | 
This calmed the Sorrows of Job, under all his un- 
parallelled Diſtreſſes; the Lord gave my Affluence 
and Proſperity ; the Lord has taken all away; rapa- 
cious Hands and warring Elements, were only his In- 
ſtruments, therefore, I ſubmit, I adore, I bleſs his 
holy Name. | 
This Conſolation fottified the Man Chriſt Jeſus, at 
the Approach of his inconceivably bitter Agonies ; the 
F 5 — : Cup, 
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Cup, which, not my implacable Enemies, but my 
Father, by their Adminiſtration, has given me, ſhall I 


not drink it ?——lIt is your Father, dear Sir, your 


heavenly Father, who loves you with an everlaſting 
Love, that has mingled ſome Gall with your Portion 
in Life: - Senſible of the beneficent Hand, from which 
the Viſitation comes, may you always bow your Head 
in patient Submiſſion ; and acknowledge with the ex- 
cellent, but afflicted, Monarch Hezekiah, Good is the 
Word of the Lord concerning me, 2 Kings xx. 19. 
All Afflictions are deſign'd for Bleſſings. —To do us 
good at the latter End, however they may croſs our 
eſires, or diſquiet our Minds at preſent, —Happy 
(ſays the Spirit of Inſpiration, and not wretched) is 
the Man whom God correQeth. (Fob v. 17.) And for 
this Reaſon, becauſe his merciful Chaſtenings, though 
not joyous but grievous, yield the peaceable Fruit of 
Righteouſneſs unto them that are exerciſed thereby, 
(Heb. xii. 11.) God's Ways are not as our Ways. 
The Children whom we love, we are apt to treat with 
all the ſoft Blandiſhments, and fond Careſſes of pro- 
fuſe Indulgence ; and too, too often cocker them to 
their Hurt, if not to their Ruin—But the Father of 
Spirits is wiſe in his Love, and out of Kindneſs ſevere. 
Therefore it is ſaid, Whom he loveth, he chaſteneth 
and ſcourgeth every Son whom he receiveth. (Heb. xii. 
6.) Would you not, dear Sir, be a Child of that ever- 
laſting Father, whoſe Favour is better than Life? Af- 
fliction is one Sign of your Adoption to this ineſtimable 
Relation. Would you not be an © Heir of the 
Inheritance incorruptible,. undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away ? — Affliction is your Path to that blif: ful 
Patrimony. Through much Tribulation we muſt en- 
ter into the Kingdom of Heaven. Ads, xiv. 22. Would 
you not be made like your ever ever - bleſſed and amia- 
ble Redeemer ? He was a Man of Sorrows, and ac- 
quainted with Grief ; and every Diſciple muſt expect 
to be as his Maſter. 
Perhaps, you may think your Affliction peculiarly 
xalamitous ; and that if it had been of ſome other 
Kind you could more chearfully ſubmit, more eaſily 
44 bear 
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bear it; but you are in the Hands of an all wiſe Phy- 
fician, who joins to the Bowels of infinite Love, the 
Diſcerament of infinite Wiſdom. He cannot miſtake 
your Caſe. He ſees into the remoteſt Events ; and 
though he varies his Remedies, always preſcribes with 
the exacteſt Propriety to every one's particular State. 
Aſſure yourſelf therefore, the Viſitation which he ap- 
points, is the the very propereſt Recipe in the Diſpen- 
ſatory of Heaven: Any other would have been leſs fit 
to convey ſaving Health to your immortal Part, and 
leſs ſublervient to your Enjoyment of the temporal 
+ Bleſſings, which may, perhaps be yet in Store for 

ou. . 

5 Should you enquire what Benefits accrue from Af- 
flictions ?—Many and precious They tend to wean 
us from the World When our Paths are ſtrewed 
with Roſes, when nothing but Muſick and Odours 
float around, how apt are we to be enamoured with 
our preſent Condition, and forget the Crown of Glo- 
ry, forget Jeſus and everlaſting, Ages? But Af- 
fliction with a faithful tho' harſh Voice, rouſes us 
from the ſweet Deluſion.——Afﬀition warns our 
Hearts to ariſe and depart from theſe inferior Delights, 
becauſe here is not our Reſt. True and laſting Joys 
are not here to be found. The ſweeping Tempett and 
the beating Surge teach the Mariner to prize the Ha- 
ven, where undiſturbed Repoſe waits his Arrival. In 
like manner Diſappointments, Vexgtions, Anxieties, 
Croſſes, teach us to long for thoſe happy Mznfons, 
where all Tears will be wiped away . from the Eyes. 
(Rev. xxi. v.) All Angail baniſhed from the Mind ; 
and nothing, nothing ſubſiſt, but the Fulneſs of Joy, 
'nnd Pleaſures for ever more. 

Afflictions tend to bring us to Chriſt, ——Chriſt 
has unſpeakable and everlaſting Bleſſings to beſtow 
Such as the World can neither give, nor take away : 
Such as are ſufficient to pour that Oil of Gladneſs into 
our Souls, which will ſwim above the Waves of any 
earthly Tribulation, But are we not, dear Sir, are 
we not moſt unhappily indolent and inattentive to 
theſe Bleſſings, in the gay Hours of an uninterrupted 


Proſpe- 
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Proſperity ? It is very obſervable, that ſcarce any made 
Application to our Divine Redeemer, in the Days of 
his Abode with us, but the Children of Affliction. 
The ſame Spirit of Supineneſs ſtill poſſeſſes Mankind. 
We under-value, we diſregard the Lord Jeſus, and 
the unſpeakable Privileges of his Goſpel, while all 
proceeds ſmoothly, and nothing occurs to diſcompoſe 
the Tenour of our Tranquillity.— But when Misfor- 
tunes harraſs our Circumſtances, or Sorrows oppreſs 
our Minds ; then we are willing, we are glad, we are 
earneſt, to find Reſt in Chriſt. » | 

In Chriſt Jeſus there is Pardon of Sin Sin is a 
Burthen, incomparably ſorer than any other Diſtreſs. 
—Sin would fink us into the Depths of eternal Ruin, 
and transfix us with the Agonies of endleſs Deſpair. 
But Chriſt has, at the Price of his very Life, pur- 
chaſed Pardon for all that fly to him. He has bore 
the Guilt of their Sins in his own Body on the Tree. 
(1 Pet. ii. 24) Have they deſerved Condemnation ? 
He has ſuſtained it in their Stead. —Are they ob- 
noxious to.the Wrath of God ? He has endured it, as 
their Subſtitute. He has made Satisfaction, complete 
Satisfaction for all their Iniquities. (Rom. iii. 25. 26.) 
So that Juſtice itſelf, the moſt rigorous Juſtice, can de- 
mand no more. Oh! that Diſtreſſes may prompt us 
to prize this Mercy! May incite us to deſite ardently 
this Bleſſedneſs! Then it will be good for us to have 
been afflicted. (Palm cxix. 71.) 

Chriſt has obtained for us the Gift of the Holy Spi- 
Tit (Gal. iii. 2.) to ſanctify our Hearts, and renew 
our Natures.—An unrenewed carnal Mind, is ten thou- 
ſand Times more to be lamented, more to be dreaded, 
than any external Calamities. And nothing can cure 
us of this moſt deadly Diſeaſe, but the Sanctification 
of the Spirit. Fhis divine Spirit alone is able to put 
the Fear of God in our Souls, and awaken the Love 
of God in our Hearts. (Fer. xxxii. 40.) His Influences 
ſuggeſt ſuch awful and amiable Thoughts to our 
Minds, as will be productive of theſe Chriſtian Graces, 
This ſacred Principle ſubdues our Corruptions, and 

conforms us to our bleſſed Redeemer's W 
ws $ * 
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How is this beſt Gift of Heaven, diſeſteemed by the 
Darlings of the World, who have nothing to vex 
them? But how precious is it, how defireable to the 
Heirs of Sorrow ?!—They breathe after it, as the 
thirſty Hart panteth for the Water-Brooks. —They 
cannot be ſatisfied without its enlightening, purifyin 

cheering Communications. This is all their Requeſt, 
and all their Relief, „that the Spirit of Chriſt may 
« dwell in their Hearts.“ (Rom. viii. 9) May ena- 
ble them to poſſeſs their Souls in Patience. (Lute xxi. 
19.) and derive never-ending Good from momentary 
Evils. Before I cloſe theſe Lines, permit me. to re- 
commend one Expedient, which yet is not mine, but 
the Advice of an inſpired Apoſtle, if anv be afflicted, 
let him pray.—Dear Sir, fly to God in all your Ad- 
verſity, pour out your Complaints before him in hum- 
ble Supplication, and ſhew him your Trouble (P/alm 
cxlii. 2 )—- When I am in Heavineſs, ſays a holy Suf- 
ferer, I will think upon God (P/a/m Ixi. 2.) His om- 
nipotent Power, his unbounded Goodneſs, whoſe Ear 
is ever, ever open to receive the Cry of the AfﬀiQed, 
— When the Palmitt was diſtreſſed on every Side, 
without were Fightings, within were Fears, the Throne 
of Grace was the Place of his Refuge; I give myſelf 
to Prayer (P/alm cix. 3.) was his 2 — This 
Method we read Hannah took, and you cannot but 
remember the happy Iſſue, (1 Sam. i. 10.) Let me 
intreat you to imitate theſe excellent Exmples ; fre- 
quently bend your Knees, and more frequently lift up 
your Heart, to the Father of Mercies, and God of all 
Conſolation ; not doubting, but that thro* the Merits 
of his dear Son, through the Interceſſion of your com- 
paſſionate High-Prieſt, he will hear your Petitions, 


will comfort you under all your Tribulations, and 


make them all work together for your infinite and eter- 
nal Good. 

In the mean Time I ſhall not ceaſe to pray, that the 
God of all Power and Grace, may vouchſafe to bleſs 


THESE CONSIDERATIONS, and render them as Balm 


to your aching Heart, and as Food to the divine Life 
| ; in 
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in your Mind. I am, dear Sir, with much Eſteem, 
Compaſſion, and Reſpect, | 
| Your very ſincere Well-wiſher, &c, 
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My dear Friend, Weſton, Oct. 19, 1758. 
V OU ſome Time ago ſent me a Poem with which 
I was much delighted, notwithſtanding the un- 
couth Metre and abſolete Words; I mean Fletcher's 
Purple Mand t. to which were ſubjoined ſeveral other 
of his poetical Pieces ; one particularly I remember 
to his Brother G. Fletcher, on his Poem intitled, 
Chrift's Vifory in Heaven and on Earth; and his Tri- 
umpb over, and after Death: 

I happened to mention Fletcher to a Gentleman 
lately, who has ſince lent me this very Poem, which I 
long'd to ſee, as the 'l'itle pleaſed me ſo much, —He 
tells me that Phineas Fletcher, was not only an excel: 
lent Poet himſelf, and the Son of a Poet (namely of 
Jobn Fletcher, a celebrated dramatick Writer in the 
Reign of Queen Elizabeth) but Brother to two emi- 
nent Poets, of which this G. Fletcher was one, and a 
young Student at Cambridge, when he wrote this 

oem 

I wiſh any Bookſeller could be prevailed with to 
reprint The Purple Iſand, and add to it Chriſt's Victory. 
&c. in one neat Volume.— I believe it would ſell, if 
properly reviſed and altered. It grieves me to think 
theſe Pieces ſhould be loſt to the World, and be for 
ever buried in Obſcurity. 

I have folded down ſeveral Paſiages in CH is Vic- 
tory and Triumph, for your' InſpeQion ; and if they 
meet with your Approbation, I hope you will join 
your Intereit with mine ia endeavouring to preſetve 
the Work from periſhing.—T he Purple Hand is to 
be ſure a ſuperior Poem, and abounds'with ne 

1 uſe 


* 


+ The Purple Hand, or Iſſe of Man, wrote by Phi- 


neas Flete hr. 
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uſeful and ſtriking Sentiments ; but with that you are 
well acquainted, as it has ſo long been a Favourite 
with you. 

I am now ſo very ill, that I ſcarce think I ſhall 
live to ſee the approaching + Chriflmas — Had I been 
in perfe& Health and diſengaged from other Employ- 
ment, I queſtion whether I ſhould not have retouched 
the Poetry, changed ſome of the obſolete Words, il- 
luſtrated the obſcure Paſſages by occaſional Notes, and 
run the Riſque of publiſhing the Whole at my own 
Expence. To this | ſhould have been more particu- 
larly inclined, as there are ſo few Poems of the ſcrip- 
tural Kind, wrote by Men of Genius ; tho* no Sub- 
jets can be equally ſublime and inſtructive, or more 
entertaining; witneſs Milton's Paradiſe Loft, and 
Pope's M. Mab. | 

Could not Rivington get ſome one to make theſe 
neceſſary Alterations ? Or it he does not care to en- 
gage in it, would not Dog/ley undertake it, who is 
himſelf a Poet, and very capable of abridging it in 
ſome Places, enlarging it in others, and thoroughly 
correcting the whole. —-Do you know Mr. To/eph 
Marton of Trinity College, Oxford, who tranflated 
Virgil! He is very capable of doing this; and as he 
is a Clergyman, I ſhould imagine he would think his 
Time well employed in thus contributing to our bleſ- 
ſed Maſter's Honour. 

Methinks if a Subſcription to modernize valuable 
Authors, and thus reſcue them from the Pit of Obli— 
vion was properly ſet on Foot by ſome Men of Emi- 
nence, and the Propoſals well drawn up, it would 
meet with due Encouragement. I have often; won- 
dered, that ſuch an Attempt has never yet been made. 
How many excellent Books of the lait Century are 
now out of Print, whilit ſuch a number of uſeleſs and 
pernicious Writings are continually publiſhed, 

| I 


+ Mr. Hervey died on Chriſtmas Day, according to | 
his own Suppoſition. 
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T now ſpend almoſt my whole Time, in reading and 
praying over the Bible. Indeed, indeed, you can't 
conceive, how the Springs of Life in me are relaxed 
and relaxing: What thou doeſt do quickly,” is for 
me a proper Admonition, as I am fo apprehenſive of 
my approaching Diſſolution —My dear Friend, at- 
tend to © the one thing needtul.”—With this I ſend 
you my Heart, its warmeſt good Wiſhes, and moſt 
tender Aﬀections ; and till it ceaſes to beat, I thall 
never ceaſe to pray for your abundant Happineſs, or 
to be, my dear Sir, 

Your ſincerely affectionate Friend, 


James Harvey. 
* 


Some of the Paſſages mentioned in the preceding 
Letter to have been folded down by Mr. Hervey, were 
as follow : | 

In the three following Stanzas, the Poet ſpeaks 
of Man as deſtitute of all Hope and Remedy without 
Chriſt. 


Should any to himſelf for Safety fly ? 
The Way to fave himſelf, (if any were) 
Is to fly from himſelf.—Should he rely 
Upon the Promiſe of his Wite ? what there, 
What can he ſee, but that he moſt may fear 
A Siren, ſweet to Death ?—Upon his Friends ? 
Who what he needs, or what he hath not lends ! 
Or wanting Aid himſelf, Aid to another ſends. 


His Strength? Tis Duſt, —His Pleaſure? Cauſe of 
Pain. 
His Hope ? Falſe Courtier.—Youth or Beauty brittle. 
Intreaty? fond. —Repentance ? late and vain. 
Juſt Recompence? the World were all too little. 
Thy Love? He hath no Title too a Tittle. 
Hell's Force? in vain her Furies Hell ſhall gather. 
* His Servants, Kinſmen, or his Children rather ? 
His Child (if good) ſhall judge ; if bad, ſhall curſe 
his Father. | = 
is 


WH 


His Life? that brings him to his End, and leaves 
him. 
His End ? that leaves him to begin his Woe. 
His Goods? What Good in that which ſo deceives 


him. | 
His Gods of Wood ? their Feet alas ! are flow 
To go to help, which mult be helpt to go 
Honour, great Worth? ah, little Worth they be 
Unto their Owners. — Wit? That makes him ſee, 
He wanted Wit, who thought he had it wanting 
" © Thee. 


In another Place Repentance and Faith are thus 
deſcribed : 


Sur I in an Arbour ſat 
Of thorny Briar, weeping her curſed State, 
And her before a haſty River fled, 
Which her blind Eyes with faithful Penance fed, 
And all Rs Graſs with Tears hung down ity 
ead. | | 


Her Eyes, tho* blind Abroad, at Home kept faſt, 
Inwards they turned, and look'd into her Head, 
At which ſhe often ſtarted as aghaſt, 
To ſee ſo fearful Spectacles of Dread; 
And with one Hand her Breaſt ſhe martyred, 
Wounding her Heart the ſame to mortify ; 
The other a fair Damſel ꝓ held her by, 
Which if but once let go, ſhe || ſunk immediately. 


In another Place is ſhewn the Sufficiency of Chriſt 
and Impotency in Man, | 


What hath Man done, that Man ſhall not undo 
Since God to him is grown ſo near a kin ? 
Did his Foe ſlay him? He ſhall lay his Foe ; 
Has 


wk 


® Chriſt, + Repentance. f Faith. || Repentance. 
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Has he loſt all? He all again ſhall win. 
Is Sin his Maſter ? He ſhall maſter Sin. 
Too hardy Soul with Sin the Field to try, 
The only way to conquer was to fly, 


But thus long Death has liv'd, and now Death's Self 
ſhall die. 


Chriſt is a Path, if any be miſled, 
He is a Robe if any naked be; 
If any chance to hunger, he is Bread; 
If any be a Bondman, he is free. 
If any be but weak, how ſtrong is he? 
To dead Men, Life he is ;—to ſick Men Health; 
To blind Men, Sight; and to the Needy, Wealth; 
A Pleafure without Loſs ;—a Treaſure without Stealth. 


Deſpair, Preſumption, Vain-Glory, &c. &c. are perſoni- 
fed in different Parts of the Poem; but the preceding 
and following Stanzas, will be ſufficient to give the 
Reader an Idea of it; and therefore, it would be unne- 


ceſſary to quote all the Paſſages to which Mr: Her 


bad referred. 


Ere long they came near 4 to a baleful Bow'r, 
Much like the Mouth of that infernal Cave, 
Which gaping ſtood all Comers to devour, 
Dark, doleful, dreary, like a greedy Grave 
That (till for Carrion Carcaſes doth crave. 
The Ground no Herbs but venomous did bear, 
Nor ragged Trees did leaf, but every where 


Dead Bones, and Skulls were caſt, and Bodies hanged 
were. 


Upon the Roof the Bird of Sorrow fat, | 
Keeping back joyful Day with her ſad Note, 
And through the hhady Air, the flutt'ring Bat, 
Did wave her leathern Sails, and blindly float 
While with her Wings the fatal Screech-Owl ſmote 


Th 


+ Habitation of Deſpair deſcribed, 


— 
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Th' unbleſſed Houſe, thete on a craggy Stone 0 
Cerlano + hung, and made a direful Moan, 
And all about the murdered Ghoſts did ſhriek and 

groan. | 


Like cloudy Moonſhine in ſome ſhadowy Grove, 
Such was the Light in which Dzsya1n did dwell, 
' But he himſelf with Night for Darkneſs ſtrove, 
His black . Locks diſhevell'd fel! | 
About his Face; thro' which as Brands of Hell 
Sunk in his Skull, his ſtaring Eyes did glow, 
Which made him deadly look ; their Glimpſe did ſhow 
Like Cockatrices Eyes, that Sparks of Potion throw. 


Now he would dream that he from Heav'n fell, 
And then Would ſnatch the Air, afraid to fall; 
| And now he thought he finking was to Hell, 
And _ Jas graſp the Earth; and now his 
tal 
To him ſeem'd Hell, and then he out would crawl: 
And ever as he crept would ſquint aſide, 
Leſt he ſhould be * Fiends from Hell eſpy'd, 
And forc'd alas! in Chains for ever to abide. 


Chriſt's Triumph over Death by his Sufferings on 
the Croſs, | 


9 
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A Tree was firſt the Inſtrument of Strife, 
Where Eve to Sin her Soul did proſtitute ; : 
A Tree is now the Inſtrument of Life, 
Tho! ill that Trunk did Chriſt's fair Body ſuit; 
Ah, curſed Tree! and yet oh bleſſed Fruit! 
That Death to him, 2h Lite to us doth give; 
Strange is the Cure, when Things paſt Cure revive, 
And the Phyſician dies to make his Patient live, 


Chriſt's 


+ One of the Harpies—See Virgil, An. III. 
Inſulæ lonio in magno : quas dira CELa\No, 
at pyieque colunt aliz, 
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Chriſt's Triumph over Death by his Paſſion in the 
Garden, tit: SUN . 


So may we oft a tender Father ſee, 
To pleaſe his wanton Son, his only Joy, 
Coaſt all about to catch the roving Bee, 
And ſtung himſelf his buſy Hands employ 
Jo fave the Honey for the gameſome Boy: 
Or from the Snake her ranc'rous Teeth eraze, 
Making his Child the toothleſs Serpent chace, 
Or with his little Hands her ſwelling Creſt embrace, 


Thus Chriſt himſelf to watch and Sorrow gives, 
While dew'd in eaſy Sleep dead Peter lies; 

Thus Man in his own Grave ſecurely lives, 
While Chritt alive with thouſand Horrors dies, 
Yet more for ours than his own Pardon cries : 

No Sins he had, yet all our Sins he bare; 

So much doth God for others Evils care, 

And yet ſo careleſs Men for their own Evils are. 


The Treachery of Judas is thus repreſented : 


See drowſy Peter, ſee where Judas wakes, 
Where Judas kiſſes him whom Peter flies; 
O Kiſs, more deadly than the Sting of Snakes! 
Falſe Love more hurtful than true Injuries ! 
Ah me ! how dearly God his Servant buys! 
For God his Man at his own Blood doth hold, 
And Man his God for thirty Pence hath fold : 
So Tin for Silver goes, and Dunghill Droſs for Gold. 


The Spirits of juſt Men made perfect, are very po- 
etically deſcribed in the following Stanza : 


No Sorrow now hangs crowding on their Brow ; 
No bloodleſs Malady empales the Face ; 

No Age drops on their Hairs his Silver Snow; 
No Nakedneſs their Bodies does embaſe; 
No Poverty themſelves and theirs diſgrace ; 


0 
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No Fear of Death the Joy of Life devours ; 
No unchaſte Sleep their precious Time deflow'rs ; 
No Loſs, no Grief, no Change wait on their winged 


Hours. 
LT TER LIL 


My dear Friend, Weflon Favell, March 19, 1755. 

Good while ago I received your kind Letter, 

and this Week your valuable Parcel. I confeſs 

myſelf obliged to your Candor, as well as to your Judg- 

N ment, for excuſing me, though I have not abſoluteſy 

; acquieſced in all your Remarks; as well as for givin 

me many excellent Corrections, which I have mot 

| thankfully adopted. I hope what I have written con- 
cerning Faith, will occaſion ſome calm and Friendly 
Debates ; I want to have that Subject ſifted, cleared, 
and ſtated. I muſt own, I am ſtrongly inclined to 

ſide with our Reformers ; I cannot but think they ad- 
here to the Simplicity of the Goſpel. Chiifſt died for 
me, ſeems to be the Faith preached and taught by the 

- Apoſtles. —I have not had Time enough to peruſe Mr. 

, nor your Manuſcripts: you can Fardly imagine, 
how my Time is engroſſed, and my weak Spirits al- 

moſt overbore, partly by reviſing the Work for a new 

Edition, which is put to the Preſs,—partly by anſwer- 
ing a Variety of Letters, ſent to me on Occaſion of the 
Publication ; ſome of which cenſure, ſome approve of 
the Performance. 

I have read with great Pleaſure your ſhort Chroni- 
cle; have ſent it to Mr. Moſes Browne, and received 
it again: Hope you can ſpare it, till I peruſe it a ſe- 
cond Time, | | | | 

I have lately been preſented with a magnificent and 
coſtly Hebrew Bible, in four Volumes Folio, pub- 
liſhed by Father Houbigant, with which he has inter- 
mixed the Apocryphal Greek Books, Riled by him Deu- 
tero-Canonici ;—tave you ſeen this Work or heard its 
Character? The Author has ſubjoined Notes to each 
Chapter, which are empioyed chiefly in vindicating 
his Alteratious of the Text. He is a bold enterprizing 
Writer, takes great Liberties with the ſacred * 
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and makes very many Alterations ; often without the 
Authority of any Manuſcript, purely from his own cri- 
| tical Judgment, or critical Conjecture. If at any 
Time, you have a Mind to know his Opinion upon 
any difficult Text, I will either | tranſcribe it in his 
oy” or give you the Subſtance of it in Eng- 
I. 

His Interpretation of Gen. xxii. 14. puts me in Mind 
of an Expreſſion in your ſhort Chronicle. —<* *T'is my 
Opinion, Abraham had never ſo clear a Sight of the 
„Pay of Chriſt as at this Time.“ I fancy you will 
* not be diſpleaſed with a Copy of the learned ſeſuit's 

. Criticiſm. © Vocavit Nomen loci ejus MRP TW Do- 
* minus videbitur Non videtur ne ab futuro de- 
* aberremus—Non videbit, non modo quia non ad- 
« ditur quid fit Deus viſurus, ſed etiam quia in tota 
Willa viſione, Hominis eſt videre, Domini videri ; 
propter quam cauſam Deus Locum iſtum mox no- 
© mine Viſionis inſigniebat Nimirum Deus Abra- 
« hamo id oſtendit, quod Abraham vidit & gaviſus eſt, 
ſeu Filium Promiſhonis unigenitum pro humano Ge- 
« nere Vitimam olim futurum. Atque hoc illud eft, 
quod Memoriz ſempiternz Abraham conſecrabat, 
« cum ita ſubjungeret, Hodie in Monte Dominus vi- 
„ debitur ; illud Hodie fic accipiens, ut accepit Pau- 
us Apoſtolus illud Dawidis, Hodie fi Vocem ejus 
* audieritis ; quod Hodie tamdiu durat, quamdiu Sæ- 
* cula illa durabunt, de quibus Apaſtolus, donec Ho- 
die cognominatur. Eirant, qui fic interpretantur, 
* quaſi Moſes renarret uſurpatum ſuo tempore Prover- 
% bium. Nam ſi fic erit, non jam - docebit Abraham, 
* cur huic loco nomen fecerit, Dominus videbitur ; 
quam tamen Nominum Notationem in ſacris Paginis 
non omittunt ii, quicunque Nomina rebus imponunt. 
Quod contra plane docebit Abraham, fi de eo Maſes 
.* ſic narrat, vocavit Nomen loci hujus, Deus videbitur 
6%, nam dixit, in Monte Deus videbitur.“— This is 
* a truly grand and delightful Senſe; would bid fair 
for Preference, if it could be ſufficiently eſtabliſhed. 
But beſides other Things which might be objected to 


this Interpretation, it . ſeems probable that the _ 
142 1 
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did not appear to Abraham, only called to him XP. 
'—— Chriſt ſays of Abraham, that he ſaw, not his Per- 
ſon, but his Day; e ſignifies, I fuppoſe, much 
the fame as YT MT the Remarkables, ra eionua 
in any one's Lite. He ſaw by Faith his Incarnation, 
Obedience, Death, all, ſatisfying Atonement, Tc, 
Is not this the meaning of our Lord ? 

Now I am upon the Subject of difficult Texts and 
exact Interpretations, let me defire your Opinion of 
Ta. Xxx. 18. | have generally looked upon it, as a 
Declaration and a Diſplay of God's infinitely free 
Grace, and profuſely rich Goodneſs. The great Vi- 
tringa conſiders it in quite a different Light. — ©: Mo- 
ram trahet FAT Jehovah” (are his Words) in Gra- 
* tia vobis facienda.”—For which Senſe he adds 
the following Reaſon; © Quia Delicti Gravitas 
* repentinam Gratiam non ferebat, ſecundum Rationes 
Juſtitiæ divinz.” - The next Clauſe he thus ex- 
plains; Propterea , i. e. exultabitur Judici & 


juſtitia, antequam Gratiam in vos exerceat.“ 


Houbig ant on this Verſe does nothing more than offer 
a (mall Alteration, for ru he would read Cay 
prœſtolabitur, that this Verb may correſpond with the 
preceding MF. 2 
I propoſed to have cloſed the Plan of Theron and 
Apaſio, with an explicit and pretty copious Treatiſe 
on Evangelical Holineſi or Obedience; and to have 
ſhewn my true Believer in his dying Moments, If 
four Thoughts ſhould happen to tho ſuch a Turn, 
e ſo good, dear Sir, as to ſuggeſt, what you think the 
moſt adviſable and advantageous Way of managing this 
important Point. This would moſt effectually ſtop 
the Mouths of. Antinomiant, and be the beſt Security a- 
gainſt the Abuſes of Arminians, I could with, if it 


were the Lord's Will, that I might live to furniſh out 


one more Volume of this Kind, and then — Manum 


dr Tabula. 


As the new Edition is partly finiſhed, and the Preſs 


proceeding at a great Rate, and as there will be ſome 


new Emendations, you will give me Leave to preſent 


you with a Set of what I hope, will be leaſt imperfect. 


Till 


tending of the 


£, x20 J 
"Till this Edition is finiſhed, let me be your Debtor in 


point of Promiſe ; and in Point of Affection and Gra- 
titude I will be your Debtor, fo long as I am, 


J. Hervey, 
LETTER Lil. | 


Dear Sir, May 21, 1755. 
Y Letters to you muſt always begin with 
Thanks, and will generally cloſe with In- 

quiries. 

I am quite a Proſelꝭ te to your guarded and ſober 

Method of uſing rhe Hebrew Manuſcript ; though I 


talked ſome time ago with an Adept in the ſacred 


Language, and moſt devout Student of God's Word, 
who would not ſo much as hear of Alterations, from 


any Authority, or any Account whatever; Cor- 


rections in an inſpired Book, were to him little better 
than Sacrilege : The preſent Copy of the Bible, he 
apprehended, was in no Degree, not even a ſingle Jot 
or Tittle, wrong. I ſubſcribe your Reaſons tor re- 
jecting Father Houbigant's, and in not admitting Mr. 


' Kennicott's Expoſition of the Hebrew Adagy UN- 
mT. 


F ſhall treaſure up your Remark on the Relative 
NN, and with you had the deſigning or the ſuperin- 
Guts, which the Printer of Mr. Stackh- 

houſe's Hiſtary of the Bible, lays, colt eight Hundred 
Pounds. I am delighted with your Interpretation of 
Jaiab xxx. 18. What a charming Repreſentation it 
gives us of the divine Long-ſuffering, tender Mercy, 
and profuſe Goodneſs'! Oh! that I might live under 
the clear Manifeſtation of theſe lovely Perfe&ions ! 
In Hal. xxxvi. 1. Houbigant would read 12) inſtead 


of 995; and thus tranſlates the Clauſe, * Loquitur 
'« impius juxta. _—[mprobitatem quæ eſt in medio cor- 


n | 5 | 

« Inſtead of jvx, P/al. cxxxiii. 3. he would intro- 
duce de , and juſtifies his Alteration from Deut. iv. 
| 48. Did 
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48. Did you ever obſerve this Paſſage, and compare it 
with the Text under Conſideration ? ; 
Pal. lxviii. 16. for tw n he would ſubſtitute 
WIN, © Mons pingius” which Alteration he thus 
explains, and thus vindicates. Eft mons Dei, Mons 
„Sion, in quem aſportatur Arca Fœderis; qui mons, 
s collatione facta cum cæteris Montibus quorum, Laus 
i eft Pinguedo five Ubertas, laudatur ob ejus. Pin- 
© guedinem; ex quo, videlicet, tempore eum Mon- 
tem habitat Ille, qui | 2 yg fecit Domum Obed- 
% Edom—Mons Altitudinem, altero in Membro, eſt 
„ Attributum Montis Sion, cæteris circum Montibus 
0 altioris. Itaque Mons Baſan nihil hie ad rem; prez. 
« ſertim cum de Monte Sion ea hoc in Pſalmo dican- 
« tur, propter quæ iſle Mons fit Monti Sion longe 
* anteponendus. G. xx. 16. Ego dedi Fratri tuo 
« Argenti mille Pondo, erit id tibi pro Velaminibus 
« Oculorum, ſeu tui tibi aderunt, ſeu czteri quicun- 
* que Homines, ne forte te concupiſcant. n, ver- 
bum pro verbo, nam concupiſcibilis es ob tuam Pul- 
** chritudinem ; ex N23 Arabic Verbo, Ducere Uxo- 
* rem vel Ejus Matrimonium ambire.” Don't you 
think this Method of deducing the Senſe of the Hebrew 
Words, from the preſent Arabic, is precarious ? If we 
knew the preciſe Signification which Arabic Words 
bore in the Days of Mees, and what Words were com- 
monly uſed in that early Age, there would be ſurer 
Ground to proceed upon. But I apprehend, the Ara- 
Sic Language has undergone great Alterations, and re- 
ceived great Improvements, ſince that Period. That 
* Sn - nora: the Arabic, uſed in the 
Time of Moſes, than on's Dictionary is 
ſpoke in the Days of Chaucer. 9 e 
My beſt Thanks for your Plan. I propoſed to fol- 
low the Track of Mr. Marſpall, in his Book entitled 
The Goſpel Myſtery of San#ification ; you are acquainted, 
I preſume, with this valuable Piece of ſpiritual and 
experimental Divinity; Tx1s, and Mr. Erſtine's Ser- 
mons, led me into thoſe Notions of Faith, which are 
delivered in Dialogue xvi. If you have that Trea- 
tiſe, (Marſpall's I mean,) I ſhould be much obliged 
Vo I. II. G for 
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for your Opinion of it, You aſk, how Houbigant 
reads Gen. xi 32.— [hus—* Fueruntque Dies I hare 
„ annorum quadraginta -quinque ſupra centum.“ 
This, he ſays, is according to the Samaritan Copy, 
and adds—** Cui Scriptioni adhzrendum eſſe, notat 
„ Sam. Bochartus; aliter enim cum Hebræo Cod. 
« pugnantia dicturum Stephanum Diaconum, A&s-vit. 
* 4. Quod fic. probatur. Dictum fuit Ver. 26. 
% 'Thare tuifſe annorum 70, cum gigneret Abraha- 
« mum. Inira dicetur (Cap. xii. Ver. 4.) Abraha- 
% mum ſuiſſe annorum 75, cum ex Haran in Canaan 
« profectus eſt. Ex quo efficitur ut Thare, tempore 
„ illius Profectionis, Annum ageret 145, atque adeo 
ut Thare, fi quidem vixeret Annos 205, fuerit to- 
« tos Annos, 60, huic Profectioni ſuperſtes. Quæ 
« cum ita fint, non jam intelligitur, quare Stephanus 
« dixerit Abrahamum fuiſſe, Mortuo jam Thare, in 
« Chanaan profectum. Aut fallitur Stephanus, aut 
« Statuendum cum Sam. Codicz, non plus vixifſe 
„ 'Thare, quam Annos 145. Nam per eum Numerum, 
Libri Geneſis cum Stephano Diſcordia conciliatur, — 
« Erroris Fontem aperuit Bochartus, in litera. p 100, 
« pro D 40, exarata. Erroris Fons eo Manifeſtior, 
quod in Codicibus Germaniecis litera p pede hoc mo- 
a do decurtato p, fere ſimilis eſt Literæ . — His 
marginal Reading of Exod. xiii. 40. is thus Accord- 
to the Samaritan Text, N⁰²³ 22 221) un 
YINA) pa YIRA mu- NR Sram. Which he 
thus tranſlates (for his Hebrew Text is conformed to 
the common Standard, and only in the Tranſlation 
his Corrections are introduced.) Commoratio au- 
tem filiorum Iſrael, & Patrum eorum qui in Terra 
© Canaan & in Terra Zgypti habitarunt fuit, &c. In 
his Note on this Paſſage he refers the Reader to his 
Prolegomena; where after he has proved, that by ad- 
mitting the Samaritan Reading, Difficulties otherwiſe 
inextricable, are cleared up and removed, he takes to 
taſk Grotius, Le Clerc, Buxtorf. You will perhaps be 
willing to ſee his Manner, which on many Occaſions 
is like the Scelerata Sinapis, ſharp as Muſtard. ** Non 
* incommode, 1nquiebat-Grotius, fic explicatur : — 
alum 
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* jltum.illud Zgyptiacum duraſſe uſque ad Annum 
* 430, ex quo Deus Abrahamo præſignificaverat. In 
qua Grotiana explicatione Grotium deſidero. Num 
« exilium erat Ægyptiacum, tum cum Deus Abraha- 
* mo prafignitica t? Vel cui perſuadebat Gro. 
„ tius Moſen hzc verba, ex quo Deus Abraha- 
„mo preſignificaverat, cum dicere vellet, omiſiſſe? 
« Quz * cum ſuo marte Grotius, & ſacra Pagina 
« jnvita, inferciat, num huic potius credemus, ut ea 
** yverba omiſerit Moſes, fine quibus intelligi non 
«* poſſet, imo ſecum ipſe pugnaret, quam Samaritanis, 
« quorum diligentia commonemur Judzos Scribas fu- 
«iffſe negligentes ? Sed audiendus Joan, Clericus 
* Malim, inquit, azvgey1ar in Maſoretico Codice ag- 
* noſcere, quam Mendum, Vigilas, Clerice, cum 
* hzc loqueris ? Negas Hebr. in Volumine eſſe Men- 
dum, hoc eſt, Erronem a ſcribis Judzis profectum; 
* eo potids inclinas, ut fit axvecxoyie hoc eſt, Moſis 
<« ipfius in temporibus notandis Indiligentia ? Egregiam 
profecto Indiligentam, ut Moſes ſetipſerit Annos 
« 430, cum ſcribere debuiſſet Annos 215, eo præſer- 
* tim loco, in quo Tempora tam diligenter notat Mo- 
*'ſes, ut non modo Annos computet, ſed ipſum e- 
*« tiam ponat Anni menſem, menſiſque ipſum Diem, 
* Quid Boxtorfium dicemus, non modo, ut cæteri 
« Interpretes, hic tergiverſantem, ſed etiam planè ne- 
* gantem, fuiſſe hic quidquam a Judzis ſcribis Omiſ- 
« ſum? Heus tu, Buxtorfi! Illamne fuiſſe Moſis Scriptio- 
„nem putas, qua Moſes Moſi contradicat, & a- 
e perte mentiri videatur? videatur ſane inquit; ſed 
* nihil quidquam amplius Moſen Scripfifſe mihi qui- 
„ dem conſtat. Quonam igitur pacto, Buxtorh, 
% Moſen cum Mole conciliabis ? Non conciliabo, 
« inquit, ſi non potero, ſed veto in Hodierno Cod. 
«« Heb. quidquam addi & ſuppleri. N. ita? Quia, 
e jinquit, Codices Heb. omnes hie conſentiunt & ud 
% Additamentum ignorat. Quod fi autem Scribe ali- 
«cnjus lapſu, vel etiam plurium excidiflet, non po- 
<«tuifſet id fieri in omnibus exemplaribus, ſed Bux- 
torfium nunc  linquimus, Buxtorfianaſque nugas, 
* quoniam eas ſumus non multo poſt confuturi.” 1 

G 2 intended 
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intended to have laid before you a Specimen of his 
very bold, and I fear, raſh Attempts upon the ſacred 
Texts; but theſe I muſt defer, till I have the Pleaſure 
of ſubſcribing myſelf, on another Paper, 
5 fs Your moſt obliged, 

and truly affectionate Friend, 


James HEkvey 
LETTER IIV. 


I Keep Mr. E—'s Sermon for no other Reaſon, than 
to prevent its going into other Hands, I am a- 
fhamed and ſorry to ſee, that fo celebrated a College 
as—ſhould ſend out ſuch a Teacher of Divinity. How- 
ever, I muſt acknowledge one Excellence in this Gen- 
tleman : He acts prudently at leaſt, in not over-load- 
ing his Pages with Quotations from Scripture, Thoſe 
ſtubborn pragmatical Things might, perhaps, have 
riſen up, ſtared him in the Face, and confronted his 
Notions. Mr. ** he rightly judges, will ſerve his 
Turn, much better than St. Pau Who is Philalet bes + 
Ceftrienſis ? I ſee nothing valuable in his Work, but 
what comes from the Paper-Mill and the Printing- 

; the. Paper and Type are indeed very beauti- 
ful. What a wild Propoſition is that, Page 124- 
namely that by Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, we under- 
« ſtand the Perſuaſion of the Mind, that Jeſus Chriſt 
** was from God to redeem, and to inſtruct Man- 
« kind.” At this rate, the very Devils are endued 


+ Philalethes Ceſtrienſi, is the feigned Name of a 
Gentleman, who wrote the Book Mr. Herwey here 
mentions, intitled, An al Enquiry into the Na- 
ture of that Faith which is required in the Goſpel, as 
neceſſary to Salvation : in which is briefly ſhewn, up- 
on' what righteous Terms Unbelievers may become 
true Chriſtians, and the Caſe of the Deiſts is reduced 
to a ſhort Iſſue. The Motto is, 


1 id Fide funt onnia opera gue difigit Dew. 1 
; | Wi 
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with the Spirit of our God: They believe with this 
Perſuaſion of the Mind, that the Chriſtian Revelation 
is true.— Amidſt fo many palpable Errors, who ſhall 
lead us into Truth? He that is our gracious Maſter, 
and our wonderful Counſellor, Dear Sir, let us look 
unto him that he may, according to his Promiſe, 
2 us continually.—Next to the holy Word of 

, let us ſtudy Marßball on Sancti fication. For 
my Part, I am never weary of reading that incom- 
parable and moſt comfortable Book. 

Are you, dear Sir, always thinking, how Good may 
be done? I ſay with David; The Lord God of 
Abrabam, Jaac, and of I/rae! our Fathers, keep this 
for ever in the imagination of the Thoughts of the 
Heart of his Servant! 1 Chron. xxix. 18. SA 

As the publick Service of our Church is become 
ſuch a formal lifeleſs Thing, and as it is too gene- 
_ executed by Perſons ſo dead to Godlineſs in all 
t Converfation, I queſtion, whether it will be 
 Opere pretium, to publiſh the Exhortations to Mini- 

ſters and to a devout Attendance on the Church Ser- 
vice, which you propoſe. I ſhould much rather fee 
from your Pen two or three lively, and animating 
Forms of Morning and Evening Prayer, with clear 
and ſhort Directions, how to pray aright, and a pro- 
per Method of daily Self-examination. This prin- 
red in a half-penny Pamphlet, we might give away 
to any Body, indeed to every Body: And if one in 
twenty, or even one in fifty proved ſucceſsful, our 
Pains and Expence would be abundantly recompenſed. 
We ſhould alſo hereby have ſome Handle to lay hold 
on hypocritical, Self-deceiving Souls. We might ſay, 
Neighbour, have you got thoſe Prayers by Heart ? 
Do you conſtantly uſe them, and examine yourſelf 
daily by thoſe Queſtions ?—Indeed, indeed, the Ex- 
hortations you propoſe, would only exaſperate the 
Clergy.—'Tis dangerous to meddle with them, or their 
Proceedings.—You are, I hope, in the way of Du» 
ty, and that is the Way of Peace and Safety. 
You. may do much Good, by dropping a Word for 
| G 3 Chriſt, 
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for Chriſt, on proper Occaſions. You don't know, 
how your Words are, by the Generality, regard- 
ed; and it is impoſſible for Tongue to tell, how 
kindly our condeſcending MasTz will take the leaſt 
Attempts, which proceed from the Love- of his 
Name. | 

I intend foon, to return Dr. Watts on the Love of 
God.—I wiſh it was reprinted. —Pray did you ever 
read Dr. Delaune's Sermons? He was Preſident of 
St. Tohn's College Oxford; and famed, I am told, for 
being a moſt accompliſhed Gentleman, He really has 
more of the Truth of the Goſpel in his twelve Ser- 
mons, than in all the polite Sermons I ever read in 
my Life. For my Part, I ſet no Store by our mo- 
dern Diſcourſes; nay, I can hardly bear to read ſuch 
inſipid unevangelical Harangues. Much rather would 
I read an Oration in Tully, or a Diſſertation of 

Senecas. | 
When you can ſpare the Reverend Dr. Browne's 
Eftimate, and likewiſe his two Sermons preached at 
the Cathedral Church of Carliſſe in 1746, juſt favour 
me with a Sight of them. I preſume, they will not 
tell me of Jene which was crucified, therefore I ſhall 
ſoon be ſatisfied with their Company; for though I 
may find ſome Amuſement from his fine Stile, and 
ſtriking Sentiments, yet I can find no Conſolation in 
any Name, nor in any Thing, but only in the grand 
Propitiation - and everalting Righteouſneſs, of our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt.— Thanks for Dr. 
Akenſide's Ode to the Country Gentlemen of England, 
— He wrote this with a very good Intention, and 
he is certainly a Man of Genius, but to me this Ode 
reads ſomewhat flat: I fear it will not rouſe and ani- 
mate, like the Poems + of Tyrieus. 8 


3 


—_ 


— —_ * 4 „ _ 


I Thrteus was a Poet of Athens, who by his Poem, 
pronounced at the Head of the Army, inſpired the 
Spartans with ſo much Courage and Contempt of 
Death, that they obtained a glorious Victory. wy | 

i8 
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This probably will 6nd you returned in Safety from 
your Journey.,—-When the Journey of Life is over, 
I hope we ſhall fit down together in everlaſting Reſt ; 
and fee his Glory, who endured the Croſs, and deſ- 
piſed the Shame. Till then, and then much more, 
ſhall I be, 


moſt affectionately yours, 


James Hervey. 
LETTER LV. 


Dear Sir, 1755. 
Erewith I ſend you the new Edition of Theron 
and Aſpaſio. It deſires your Acceptance and 

your Prayers, that it may be for the Praiſe of the 
Glory of God's Grace in Chriſt, and for the Edi- 
fication of his People in Faith and Holineſs. | 

You will find Dialogue xvi,. ſomewhat altered; 

and rendered, I hope, leſs incorrect, than in the for- 
mer Editions: It contains the genuine Sentiments of 
my Heart: But if they recede a Hair's Breadth from 
the unerring Standard, if they differ in one | ot or 
Tittle from God's holy Word, in that Jot or Tittle, 
I moſt: earneſtly wiſh, the World may not receive 
them, and that I myſelf: may have Grace to retract 
them. What you meet with, that appears contrary to 
the Nee vyms,: axelayusE., freely point out. This 
will pleaſe, this will profit, and therefore this will 
oblige, 


Dear Sir, your affectionate Friend, of 
J. Herxvsr. 


P. S. You will permit me to keep your Manu- 
ſcripts a little longer; one of them, the Scriptural 
Chronicle, a Perſon is tranſcribing. May the 


bleſſed Jeſus tranſcribe his Word and his Image on our 
Hearts! - F | 
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My poor Fellow-Sinners, - | 
Received a Letter from you, and ſhould have vi- 
ſited you, but my Health is ſo much decayed, and 
my Spirits are ſo exceedingly tender, that I could not 
well bear the Sight of your Confinement, your Chains, 
and your miſerable Circumftances, as I can hardly 
bear the Thoughts of your approaching Execution, 
and your extreme Danger of everlaſting Deſtruction. 
But becauſe I cannot come in Perſon, I have ſent 
vou the following Lines, which I hope you will con- 
ſider, and which I beſeech God of all Grace to ac- 
company with his Blefling, 35 | 
- You have been already condemned at an earthly 
Tribunal ; you are alſo condemned by the Law of 
God; for thus it is written, Curſed is every one 
that continueth not in all Things that are written 
in the Book of the Law to do them 5. If every 
Violation of the divine Law expoſes you to a Curſe, 
what a Multitude of Curſes are ready to fall upon 
your unhappy Souls !-—And remember, this is not the 
Curſe of a mortal Man, but of the great, eternal, 
God. If it was. diſmal to hear an earthly Judge 
command you to be hanged by the Neck till you are 
DEAD ; bow much more terrible to hear the Almighty 
Judge, denounce that unalterable Sentence, Depart 
from me, ye Curfed 1 Fire, prepared 
for the Devil and his Angels .— Had you commit - 
ted but one Sin, this would have been your deſerved 
Doom: The Wages of Sin, of every Sin is 
p — Death 1 


— 


—— — 


This Letter was wrote from Wefton- Fave/l to 
two condemned MalefaQors, in Northampton Gaol, 
(namely, James Smart and Joſeph Brown) about the 
Middle of July 1755. 


Gal. iii, 10. + Matt. xxv. 41. 
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Death . How much more of thoſe manifold Sins 
and multiplied Tranſgreſſions, of which your Con- 
ſciences muſt accuſe you !-—You are ſoon to ſuffer 
the Puniſhment of the Gallows, and you are liable 
to the Vengeance of the moſt high God ; for thus 
faith the holy Word, The Wrath of God is revealed 
from Heaven againſt all Ungodlineſs and Unrighteouſ- 
neſs of Men ||. If againſt all and every Inſtance of 
Ungodlineſs, then how much more againſt your 
Crimes, which have been of the moſt abominable and 
horrid Kind !—The Wrath of God! Tremendous 
Word ; Who knoweth the Weight and Terror of his 
Wrath ? At his Rebuke the Rocks melt like Wax, 
the Earth is ſhaken out of its Place, and the Pillars 
of Heaven tremble. How-then can you endure the 
Furiouſneſs of his Wrath, and the Severity of his 
Vengeance? And that, not for a Day, a Month, or a 
Year, but through all the Ages of Eternity ! Yet this is 
the Doom of them that know not God, and obey not 
the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. They ſhall be pu- 
niſhed with everlaſting Deſtruction, from the Preſence 
of the Lord, and from the Glory of his Power, What 
can you do in this diſtreſſed Condition? What indeed! 
If you had a thouſand Years to live, you could not a- 
tone for one Offence. How then can you make Satis- 
faction for Millions of Provocations, in the Space of a 
few Days ? — Alas! you are loft, utterly loft, in your- 
ſelves irrecoverably loſt. May the of all Power, 
make you ſenſible of your undone State! Senſible 
that you are upon the Brink, the very Brink, of an 
amazing, an unfathomable Downfall, ' Perhaps you 
may ſay, is there no Hope then? Is the Poor of 
Heaven ſhut, and without any Poſſibility of heing o- 

ned to us? Muſt we fink into unquenchable Burn- 
ings ; and is there not ſo much as a Twig for us to 
catch at ? Yes, my poor Fellow-Sinners, there is not 
only a Twig, bur a Tree, even the Tree of Life, a 
ſure Support, which if the Lord enables you to lay 


—— — 
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hold on, you may yet, even yet, be ſaved. Ob f 
beg of his wonderful Goodneſs to accompany what you 
are going to read, with his holy Spirit. 
_ Chriſt, the all-glorious Son of God, pitied the de- 
eagþary Caſe of ſuch Sinners. He not only pitied, 
ut reſolved to ſuccour and relieve them. For this. 
Purpoſe nE came into the World, and was made Man. 
Nay more, he came into the Place, and ſtood in the 
Stead of Sinners.—Becauſe we had broke the Com- 
mandments of the Law, he fulfilled them in all their 
Perfection. Becauſe we deſerved the Puniſhment of 
the Law, he ſuſtained it in its utmoſt Extremity.— 
He became poor and had not where to lay his Head, 
though Heaven and Earth were all his own. He ſub- 
mitted to Scorn and Reproach, though all the Angels 
of God are bidden to worſhip him. Nay, he was con- 
demned to Death, the moſt ſhameful and tormenting 
Death, far more ſhameful, and unſpeakably more tor- 
menting, than the Death which you muſt ſhortly un- 
dergo. He ſuffered unknown Pangs in his Body, and 
inconceivable Anguiſh in his Soul, from the Indignati- 
on of God, In a Word, he ſuffered all that Shame, 
all that Torment, all that Vengeance, which the un- 
numbered Sins of the whole World deſerved. Here 
then is your Door of Hope. —Sins are borne by Chriſt, 
and though there be much Iniquity, - there is no 
Condemnation to them who are in Chriſt Jeſus F.— 
Wrath is borne by Chriſt, ſo that Sinners who deſerve 
eternal Vengeance, are reconciled to God, and fa- 
ved from Wrath thro* him f.—A Righteouſneſs is 
wrought by Chriſt, a perfect and everlaſting Righte- 
ouſneſs, ſuch as brings incomparably greater Honour 
to God's Law, than all our Tranſgreſſions bring 
Diſhonour. By all this he has merited and obtained a 
full Deliverance, and a cbmplete Redemption. —Are 
you not ready to cry out O bleſſed Saviour! O pre- 
cious Redemption! What a Happineſs, if we 3 
be intereſted in this Saviour, and partake of this Re- 
demption I Millions of Worlds for ſuch a Bleſſing have 
\ ou 
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You need not give Millions of Worlds, no, nor any 
individual Thing. Theſe Bleflings are given freely 
without Money, and without Price, without any de- 
ſerving Qualifications in us. All that are juſtified, 
are juſtified freely through the Redemption that is in 
Chriſt ſeſus.—But we are Sinners, vile Sinners; we 
have not only nothing good, but much and grievous 
Guilt. —The Lord convince you of this more and 
more.! yet remember for whom Chriſt died, he died 
for the Ungodly.— What ſays St. Paul? In due Time 
Chriſt died for the Ungodly “. He died for the Un- 
juſt.—What ſays St. Peter? Chriſt hath once ſuffer- 
ed for Sins, the Juſt for the Unjuſt 4. What ſays our 
Lord himſelf? The Son of Man is come to fave that 


which was loſt. Are you not ungodly Men? are you 


not unjuſt Perſons ? ate you not loſt Creatures? For 


ſuch, even for ſuch the divine Jeſus died. Wonderful 


Love! adorable Compaſſion ! The Lord enable you to 
lay hold on his Hope ſet before you !—Perhaps- you 


may fax—We are not only Sinners, but the chief of 


Sinners. —O ! that you were convinced of this To 
be the chief of Sinners, . makes you unpardonable be- 
fore Men ; but this is no Difficulty with Chriſt, and 
ſhould be no Hindrance of your coming to Chiift. 
* Chriſt's Merit and Righteouſneſs are infinite. They 
are as able to ſatisfy for a Debt of ten thouſand Talents, 
as for a Debt of a fingle Farthing. Hear what the 
Scripture faith upon this Subject, This is a faithful Say- 
ing, and worthy of all Acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus 
came into the World to fave Sinners, of whom | am 
Chief . He came not to fave Sinners only, but the 
very chief of Sinners. And he is able to fave them to 
the very uttermoſt.—But our Sins are heinous, they 
have been often repeated, and long continued in.— 
What ſays the Apoſtle? The Blood of Jeſus Chriſt 
cleanſeth from all Sin. Another Apoſtle declares, by 
him, by the divinely excellent Redeemer, all that Be- 
lieve are juſtified from all Things, from all Accuſati- 


ons 
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ons, be they ever ſo numerous; from all Iniquity be 
they ever ſo enormous, Nay, ſo wonderfully efficaci- 
ous is the Power of his Death, that thro' his great A- 
tonement, Sins which are as Crimſon, are made white, 
white as Snow *®.—But will Chriſt vouchſafe this 
great Salvation to us? Hear his own Words, He that 
cometh to me for Pardon and Salvation, I will in no 
wiſe caſt out. Be his Guilt ever ſo great, this ſhall be 


no Bar. I will not on any Conſideration reje& or deny 


his Suit, Only let him come as a poor undone Crea- 
ture, and he ſhall find me willing and mighty to fave ; 
nay, he invites you to come. "Theſe are his gracious 
Words, Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, heavy laden with Sin and Miſery, and I will 
ive you Reſt F. I will deliver you from going down 
into the Pit, I will deliver you from the Vengeance of 
eternal Fire. All your Sins ſhall be upon me, and all 
my Righteouſneſs ſhall be upon you.—Go to a great 
Man on Earth, beg of him to uſe his Intereſt in your 
Behalf ; he would ſcorn to take Notice of you. But 
your dear, tende, compaſſionate, moſt condeſcen- 
ding Saviour, invites you to come to him, and aſſures 
you he will not abhor or caſt you out, —Go to your 
earthly Judge, intreat him on your bended Knees, to 
rdon you.—He, perhaps cannot, muſt not : The 
WS forbid him. But it is not ſo with Jeſus 
Chriſt, he has made a full Satisfaction for Sin; He 
has made an infinite Atonement for Sin ; and were 
your Sins ten thouſand thouſand Times greater 

than they 'are, before the power of his Death the 
would all vaniſh away; by the waſhing of bis Blood, 

they would all be as though they had never been. 

This then ſhould be the one Deſire of your Souls, 
your inceſſant Prayer to God, that you may come to 
Chriſt, that you may believe in Chriſt, that you may 
be found in Chriſt : Then you will not periſh, though 
you deſerve it, but have everlaſting Life, through his 
ame; 


— 
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Name; then you will have juſt the ſame Foundation 
for your Hope, as I muſt myſelf have when J ſhall de- 

rt this Life; when I ſhall be ſummoned to the great 
Eribunal, what will be my Plea, what my Depen- 
dance? Nothing but Chriſt | Chriſt, will 1 ſay, has 
been wounded for my Sins, therefore they will not be 
puniſhed in me. Chriſt has fulfilled all Righteouſneſs, 
in my Stead, therefore I truſt to be juſtified when 1 
am judged. I am a poor unworthy Sinner, worthy is 
the Lamb that was ſlain, for whoſe Sake I ſhall receive 
both pardoning Mercy, and everlaſting Glory. This 
is my only Hope, and this is as free for you as it is for 
your Friend and Fellow-Sinner, | 


Janes HIER VE. 


P. S. What I have written, F ſhall beg of God to 
bleſs; and will attend you with my Prayers, though L 
cannot viſit you in Perſon.. | 


LETTER LVIL 


My dear Friend, Weſton-Favell, Sept. 10, 1755. 
OU may juſtly wonder, that I have not acknow- 
ledged the Favour of your laſt, long before this. 
Do me the Juſtice to believe, that it is not owing to 
the leaſt Diſeſteem of your Correſpondence, or any 
Inſenſibility of your Kindneſs. 1 hope my Heart is, 
though ſadly depraved, yet fincerely grateful; and 1 
am ſure, I eſteem your Letters as Treaſures : Though 
I deſtroy almoſt all I receive, every one of yours is 
preſerved. Let me, therefore, earneſtly beg that you 
will not follow my Example, but ſuffer your Letters 
to be much more ſpeedy in their Arrival than mine. 
You would more eaſily excuſe me, if you knew me. 
The Graſhopper is a Burden to me. Every Blaſt blows 
me down, or my continual Indiſpoſition and inconcei- 
vable Languors pierce through me: I now hang a 
ſwelled Face over my Paper; occaſioned only by ta- 
king the Air Yeſterday in my Chair, and finding a 
at- 
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tharper Atmoſphere, than for many Weeks I had been 
accuſtomed to. Pray for me, dear Sir, that, eſtabliſh- 
ed in Chriſt, and ſtrong in his Faith, I may be looking 
for, and haſting to the coming of the Day of God ; 
when this poor,  enervated crazy Body will (to the e- 
verlaſting Glory of free Grace) be made like unto 
Chriſt's glorious Body, 

I live with my Mother and a Siſter : Our Method 
is eve er at Nine, when we Breakfaſt, to read 
a Verſe or two from the Bible, and make it the Sub- 
je& of our Converſation. The other Day, we were 
reading in Palm Ixxxiv. 4. Immediately a Doubt a- 
roſe in my Mind, how the Fact, which is here afhr- 
med, could poſſibly happen. Could the Sparrows and 
Swallows build their Nets, lay their Eggs, and hatch 
their Young, on God's Altar, which was every Mor- 
ning and Evening flatedly, and, I fuppoſe many other 
Times in the Day, occaſionally ſurrounded by Crouds 
of Worſhippers, on which the ſacred Fire was con- 
ſtantly burning, and which was in a Manner covered 
with Flame and Smoak, whenever the Sacrifices 
(Seien) were offered. Now to have Birds lay a- 
ſide all heir Fear of Man, their greater Dread of Fire, 
and make ſuch an Altar their Houſe, is ſtrange, is ſcarce 
credible, and muſt, if true, be miraculous.—Conſul- 
ting Haubigant, I find, he was ſenſible of the Difficul- 
ty, and ſolves it, not from any Manuſcript, but from 
his own Invention, thus: Wos vero, ne Oratio trunca 
maneat, ſupplemus, ante PMMNNN NR, bc duo Verba, 
D 128) Ego vero quando tandem, tacito Verbo TV, 
adero ad, quod ſalet reticeri. | 
L have met with other bold Strokes in this Commen- 
tator, which I want to ſubmit to your Examination. 
But theſe let me gaſtpone, in order to deſire your Opi- 
nion concerning the Plan of my new Work; which, 
with a weak Hand and deſponding Heart, I have 
ſketched out, determined to try (tho' with very little 
Hope of being enabled to execute) reſting ſatisfied in 
this Perſuaſion, that the Iſſue of Things is in the 
Hand of the Lord, and he will fruſtrate or accom- 
pliſn, as he knows to be molt expedient. 7 


11 


The PLAN of the Supplement to Theron and Aſpaſio. 


Pleaſure and Happineſs of Chrift's Religion (for. I 
am of the ſame Mind with Mr. Marfball in his Trea- 
tiſe on Santification, namely, that we muſt partake of 
the Comforts of the Goſpel, before we can practiſe 
the Duties of the Law) Theron oppreſſed with Fears, 
on Account of his numerous Sins.—Diſcouraged with 
Doubts, on Account of his imperfe&t Obedience. — 
The Cordials of the Goſpel re-adminiſtered, with ſome 
additional Spirit and Strength. Objections to Aſſu- 
rance of Faith ſtated, diſculicd. anſwered. — Vital Ho- 
lineſs ; its Nature, Neceſſity, Excellency. —lts grand 
Efficient, the bleſſed Spirit.—Its principal Inſtrument, 
true Faith, mixed with which, the Scriptures, the 
Lord's Supper, Prayer, the divine Promiſes, are pow- 
erful and effectual Means: diſunited from which, they 
are a dead Letter and inſignificant Ordinances.— The 
evangelical Principles of Holineſs, ſuch as beſeech 
vou by the Mercies of God, ye are bought with a 
= Price, ye are the Temples of the living God, Cc.“ 
—All theie Privileges, though not hereditary, yet in- 
deſeaſible; or the final Perieverance of the Believer. 
—Qur Friends part, renew their Correſpondence, ; 
Theron deſires to glorify the God of his Salvation, aſks 
Advice concerning the beſt Method of Family Wor- 
ſhip, educating Children, inſtructing Servants, edify- 
ing r each of theſe Particulars Aa- 
fa ſatishes his Inquiry, enlarges on the Subject of E- 
ducation, eſpecially of Daughters ; as that ſeems to be 
moſt neglected, or the proper Way of conducting it 
leaſt underſtood. Letter on the Covenant of Grace, 
compriſing the Subſtance, and being a Kind of Reea- 
pitulation, of the three for2going Volumes —Aſpaſio 
ſeized with a ſudden and fatal Illneſs; his Sentiments 
and Behaviour in his laſt Moments. e 

If, dear Sir, you ſee any Thing in this Plan that is 
improper, correct it; any Thing that is defective, ſup- 
ply it; and if any Thoughts occur on any of the I 
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icks, be ſo kind as to ſuggeſt them.——Pray 
have you ever: ſeen a Book, lately preſented to 
me, and entitled, The Marrow of modern Divi- 
nity , with Notes by Mr. Bofton ? If you have 
ſeen it, you will not deny me the Satisfaction of 
knowing your Sentiments concerning it. Yeſterday 
a learned Miniſter, (a Stranger) called upon me, 
and among other Subjects, we talked of that remark- 
able Paſſage in //aiah, She hath received of the Lord's 
Hand double for all her Sins. What do you think is 
the exact 2 of the Prophet ? De is a pe- 
culiar Word. Houbigant tranſlates the Clauſe, Poft- 
guam pro Peccatis ſuis Multis dedit Domino duplices Pæ- 
vn; and ſuppoſes the two Captivities, Afyrian and 
Roman, to be the double Puniſhment. My pious Vi- 
fitant referred it to the Satisfaction made by Jeſus 
Chriſt. I objected that God, not the Church, re- 
ceived this. To which he replied, That the Church 
receives the Benefit of the Satisfaftion ; and the Ex- 
on might be ſynechdochical, the Thing pur- 
chaſed for the Thing purchaſing. This Interpreta- 
tion; I fancy, would have been clearer and leſs excep- 
tionable, if he had uſed the Word Puniſhment inſtead 
of SatisfaQtion. Then as Chriſt and the Church are 
one, his Sufferings might be called hers, and his 
Righteouſneſs is reckoned hers——-Fitringa gives a 
future Signification to the Verb dpd. She ſhall re- 
ceive, not double Puniſhment, but double Bleſſings; 
agreeably to that Doctrine taught by St. Paul, Where 
Sin hath abounded, Grace ſhall much more abound. 


w—— | ſhall be glad of your Opinion on this Point 
| glad 
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Sold by Millar in the Strand, and Dilly in the Poultry; 
The Author endeavours to reconcile and heal unhappy 
Differences on ſeveral diſputable Rojats ; and writes in 
a plain familiar Stile without Bitterheſs againſt, or in- 
decent Reflections upon others. 
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glad of your Aſſiſtance in my purpoſed Work, and 
above all, glad of your fervent Prayers for, | 
Dear Sirz 
Your obliged, 
and faithful Friend, 


James HERVEY. 
LETTER LVIIL 


„ - é to my dear Friend for the Peruſal of 
Dr. Glym's Poem, entitled, The Day of Judgment. 
It is not void of Elegance and Spirit: but methinks, 
it wants that Energy and Pathos, which on ſo inte- 
reſting and ſolemn an Occaſion, ſhould awe, tranſ- 

rt, and agitate our Souls. But the great Deficiency 
is, that Neglect of Jeſus Chriſt. He is, indeed, ſlight- 
ly mentioned, juſt at the Cloſe ; but he ſhould have 
made the diſtinguiſhed Figure throughout the whole 
Piece. St. Paul calls the Day of Judgment, the Day 
of Chriſt, We mnſ{t®all ſtand before the Judgment 
Seat of Chriſt ; then ſhall we behold the glorious ap- 
pearing of the great God, even of our Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, But not a Glimpſe of this is ſeen in Dr. Gnus 


P oem, 4 

Do you aſk, what I think of the polite ***% 
Sermon ? It is a mere moral Eflay, not a Sermon, it 
wants the Light of Chriſt To ſpeak the Truth, I 
think it an errant Cyclops. 


Mon/lrum horrendum, cui Lumen ademptum. 
A hideous, eyeleſs Monſter. Virgil An. B. III 


From ſuch Preachers and ſuch Sermons, good Lord 
deliver us ! Is any Remedy for Sins comparable to the 
Blood, the Righteouſneſs, the Interceſſion of a divine 
Redeemer ? Pity, ten thouſand Pities, fo great a Man 
(for ſo the Author really is) ſhould not know, or 
ſhould totally overlook the grand Peculiarity of the 
Goſpel. It grieves me to think, ſuch unchtiſtian 
Doctrine ſhould be thus propagated : If a fair Oppor- 

tunity 
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tunity offers, I would gladly bear my Teſtimony againft 
ſuch enormous Perverſion of the Goſpel of Chrilt, 

I cannot think the Manuſcript Sermon which you 
have now ſent me, is of ſuch diſtinguiſhed Excellence, 
as to deſerve a Publication. It does not ſeem calcu- 
lated either to alarm, to comfort, or impreſs, —There 
is nothing of the Orator, no ſearching Application, 
no ſtriking Addreſs, —'The Preface is not fo judicious 
as I — wiſh, it anticipates what is ſaid under the 
following Heads, and renders ſome Part of them tau- 
tological.— The Text is not exhauſted. Of ſeveral 
emphatical Words no Notice is taken. I ſay unto you, 
Ye ſhall. iz zo Caſe ; of the Kingdom of Heaven no- 
thing particular is ſaid, Indeed, there is a - Hint or 
two in the Concluſion, referring to this Subject; but 
too rambling, indiſtin&, and not with ſuch a Simila- 
rity to the Text as might be obſerved, The 
Preacher ſuppoſes all his Hearers to be of the fame 
Character, and ranks them all in one Claſs. A Prac- 
tice which diſcerning People will not admire, and 
which is hardly conſiſtent wick the apoſtolical Rule, 
« Rightly dividing the Word of Truth: ;” or with our 
Lord's Directions, To give each his Portion,“ ſuited 
to their reſpective States. —I love Mr. R as a wor- 
thy good Man, but I declined the Office of reviſing 
his Sermon, becauſe | was ſenſible, I could not make 
itſuch, as I ſhould chuſe to ſee printed, However, if 
it is printed, I heartily wiſh the Bleſſing of the Lord 
may attend it ; that true Religion may be promoted, 
and immortal Souls edified. | 

When the Pope is inſtalled, he is reminded of this 
this moſt weighty Truth; Sancte Pater, Dies Aterni- 
tatis cogita. Let me ſay—Fir dilectiſime Dies Aterni- 
tatis cogita—-We were all pleaſed with your laſt Con- 
verſation. It was like your Book, and like yourſelf. 
— Remember, my dear Friend, when you are in 
Company, that you have written a pious Book, 'and 
do not invalidate all your Exhortations to others, by 
| forgetting them in your own Converſation. Tis this 
ah! 'tis this, that deſtroys what we build; con- 
firms People in Lukewarmneſs, and does unſpeakably 

mare 
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more Miſchief than can be enumerated in this Letter. 
Let no corrupt Communication proceed out of your 
mouth, ſays St. Paul, but that which is good to the 
Uſe of edifying, that it may miniſter Grace to the 
Hearers. | | | 

The Paper you enquire after is loſt in the immane 
Barathrum of my looſe Papers. If ever it emerges, it 
ſhall be reſtored, —May my Friend's Soul be not as the 
preſent State of the Paſtures and the Meads, but as a 
watered Garden, whoſe Waters fail not. 

—[ have peruſed Mr. Vitherſpoon's Eſſay on imputed 

Righteouſneſs ; may we every Day experience that ſanc- 
tifying Efficacy, on which his Diſcourſe turns. Sanc- 
tify them, faith our Lord, by the Truth.— I thank 
you for your Admonition. I will bear it in my Me- 
mory, and may our divine Maſter enable me to ob- 
ſerve it! 

— Oh, for a candid Spirit! It gives Gracefulneſs to 
our Cauſe; it diminiſhes not the Weight of our Argu- 
ment, and ſurely it does Honour to the Chriſtian Cha- 
racter. dk 
Thanks for Maſon's + Oden. Poliſhed Perform- 
ances z but not equal, in my Judgment, to his %, 
or his Monody on Pope. I think, I could point out a 
Defect or two in theſe Poems, but nothing defective 
could I diſcern in thoſe. *Tis Pity but Gratitude to 
the ſupreme Benefactor actuated our Hearts, and 
guided our Pens. The rich Benefits of Memory diſ- 
acre: by the elegant Mt. Maſon! and not one Ac- 

nowledgment to the bleſſed author of all. The Poet 
ſhines, but Whitfe is the Chriſtian ? — 

| Jam, ever yours, 


James Henver. 
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LETTER LIK 


My dear Friend, | 
HIS Morning I wrote to my Bookſeller, and 
therein told him, that I think he need not be 
much concerned at the ſcurrilous Treatment, which 
the Reviewers have beſtowed on my Edition of Jenks's 
1 Meditations. It will injure their own Character, and 
eſſen their own Credit; not depreciate the Works of 
that excellent Man. do aſſure you, it gives me 
not the leaſt Concern ; I don't covet n 1 
re, 


_ _ FE a —_— 


+ Mr. Jenks was Rector of Harley in Shropſbire, and 
Chaplain to the Right Honourable the Earl of Brad- 
ford. Mr. Herwey, in 1757, publithed in two Volumes, 
Octavo, a neat Edition of his Meditations upon variows 
and important Subjects, to which he wrote an intro- 
duQory Preface, in which he ſays (ſpeaking of this 
Work of Mr. Jenks's) that © there is ſcarce any Cir- 
« cumſtance of the Chriſtian Life, which ſollicits the 
* Aſliſtance of a ſpiritual Phyſician, but may be ac- 
% commodated with ſeaſonable and ſuitable Relief 
from this ample Diſpenſatory of Edification, Ex- 
« hortation, and Comfort (See 1 Cor. xiv. 3.) Here 
«© are (if I may puzſue the medicinal Alluſion) Cor- 
« dials to cheer the drooping Reſtoratives to heal. 
the Backſliding; Stimulatives to quicken. the Su- 
„ pine; with Lenitives to eaſe the Anguiſh of Con- 
« ſcience, and make the Bones which Sin. has 
„ broken, to rejoice (Paal. li. 8.)— Neither are we 
* clogged with a tedious Multiplicity of Remedies, 
« in any. Caſe of Diſtreſs; nor wearied with. a- dry 
« detail of all that can be ſaid upon any Point of 
% Inquiry.,—On the contrary, the moſt ſpirited Doc- 
„ trines, and the moſt ſovereign. Conſolations are both 
% ſkilfully ſelected, and pertinently applied, with 
1% this well-judged Deſign of improving and exhila- 
rating the Mind, without avercharging or burthen- 
ing the Memory,” 


5 
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deſire, every Day, to be more and more dead to the 
the Honour that cometh of Men. Vet it is my fincere 
Opinion, that ſuch very foul and very abuſive Lan- 
guage would awaken in the generous Reader a Spirit 
of Reſentment. As a Proof 1 incloſe a Letter from 
Mr. P—, a very ingenious young Clergyman, whom 
I ſometime ago mentioned to you under this Charac- 
ter. The Letter, I think, will do him as mach Ho- 
nour as it does me: It is fit to appear in Print, but I 
would on no Account take any ſuch Freedom with a 
private Epiſtle ——I would not have our Friend in 
Lond:n give himſelf any Manner of Trouble to pre- 
vent any future Inſtances of this Kind of Benevolence 
from the Reviewers. I depend not on their Favour, 
but on him whom Heaven and Earth, and Hell obey. 
Who conſtrained even Balaam to ſay, How ſhall I 
« curſe whom the Lord hath not curſed ?” We are 
all obliged to my dear Friend for intereſting himſelf 
in our Behalf, but we deſire him not to take the 'Trou- 
ble of writing on Tucſday, becauſe it will be too late. 
The little Cloſes are to be put up for Sale on Monday, 
and A will, I ſuppoſe, out- bid my Brother; yet if 
diſappointed in this, bleſſed be God for a Treaſure in 
Heaven that faileth not. — 1 that is 
«bag, not periſhable, but laſting as Eternity ; apu- 
evlog, not carniſhed, but free 22 — 2 
of Alloy; apagavlwe, not fading, but always in the 
fulleſt, freſheſt Bloom of Perfection, Glory, and Joy. 

Poor Mr. H,, I am informed, has almoſt loſt his 
Sight, is extremely ill; his Life, it is thought, will 
follow his Sight. Lord grant that he and we may fee by 
Faith the Lord's Chriſt !—Blefſed be God, in Chriſt 
all Fulneſs dwells, all Fullneſs of Merit and Righteouſ- 
. neſs, of Grace and Salvation; and this is for the Un- 
worthy, for Sinners, for whoever will;“ therefore, 
for my dear Friend, and for 

/ His ever affeQionate 


JAMES Herver-» 


LE T- 
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- Reverend and dear Sir, Meſton, dug. 12, 1754. 
I Received yu Favour from {/iington, and acknow- 
ledge myſelf indebted to you for a preceding one 
from Scotland. I am both to you, and to other of my 
worthy Correſpondents, quite an Inſolvent; yet truſt 
my many Infirmities, in Concurrence with your Can- 
dour, will plead my Excuſe. 

I called myſelf an Inſolvent; but I ſhall ere long 
make one publick Effort to pay from the Preſs, all my 
Debts of an epiſtolary Nature ; the Payment, I con- 
feſs, will not be in the very ſame Specie, but it will 
bear the very ſame Image and Superſcription, not Cæ- 
far's but Chriſt's : This will recommend it to my Cor- 
reſpondents, and not only beſpeak their kind Accept- 
ance of it, but engage their cordial Prayers in its 
Behalf. Do, my dear Sir, remember my poor. En- 
terpriſe, when you'call upon him who is omnipotent ; 
he. can bid the Wounded come againſt the Fortreſs, 
and the Lame take the Prey. Unleſs he ſuccour, un- 

leſs he ſupport, what can Impotence itſelf expect, but 
to miicarry in the Attempt, and be a Jaughing Stock 
to the Enemy ; but I read, and this encourages me. 
It is not by Might, nor by Strength, but by my Spirit, 
ſaith the Lord. 

I did not know till yours informed me, that Mr. 
* was gone to his long, and ] truſt to his happy 
Home. © that we who ſurvive, may have our At- 
fections fixed there, where our God and Saviour 
reſides, whither our Friends and Relations are re- 
moved. | 

I wiſh you and your Spouſe much joy in each other, 
but much more in Chriſt Jeſus. As the Bridegroom 
rejoiceth over the Bride, ſo may the Lord your God 
rejoice - over you both. Let me beg of you to pre- 
ſent my affectionate Salutations to good Mr. G 
Aſſure him that my Silence did not proceed from any 
Indifference to his Friendſhip, or Diſeſteem for his 


Work; but I was much indiſpoſed. I had nothing to 
| | com- 
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communicate, and to have written in ſuch Circum- 
ſtances would been burdenſome to me, and unſer- 
viceable to him My reſpectful Compliments at- 


tend Mrs. O—, your Spouſe, and yourſelf, and I en- 
treat your united Prayers for, 


Dear Sir, 
Your ſincere Friend, 
and Brother in Chriſt. 


JAMES Hexver. 


P. 8. The incloſed Collection of ſcriptural Promiſes, 


are a little Preſent which I make to my People. They 
are intended to be paſted, one at the Beginning, the 

other at the End of religious Books, Perhaps ſome of 
your Friends may not diſdain this ſpiritual Noſegay, 
becauſe, though little, it is culled from the Garden of 


God. 
LTF 


Dear Sir, Wedneſday Morning. 
1 Was lately favoured at Meſten with a Viſit from 

the Rev. Mr. n of T***, who is indeed a moſt 
excellent Man, much of a Gentleman, and ſeems well 
to deſerve the Character he bears: "There is ſome- 
thing in him very engaging, yet very venerable. — 
During our Converſation, 1 felt a Kind of reverential 
Awe on my Mind, blended with more than fraternal 
Affection. How old is he? By his Looks he appears 
to be paſt forty. What a Reproach is it to our Men 
in Power, nay to the Nation itſelf, that ſo valuable a 
Perſon ſhould at this Time of Life be no more than a 
Country Curate:—But he, good Man! diſregards the 
Things of this World; —That that Time which too 
many of his Brethren ſpend to the Diſgrace of their 
Function, in worldly Compliances, and hunting af. 
ter.Church Preferments, he employs as a faithful La- 
bourer, in the Vineyard of Chriſt ; and pays all due O- 

bedience to the Apoſtle's important Injunction Redeem 
Time!“ How would ſome of the primitive Biſhops 
have ſought aſter a Man of his exemplary Piety; and 


have 
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have given him every Mark of their real Eſteem. Sed 


Tempora mutantur, & nos mutamur in illis. 

I am much pleaſed with the Account of the Religi- 
ous Society at T——, of which Mr. W— is the 
Founder and preſent Director. "Tis an admira- 
ble Plan ! I would have endeavoured (had my Health 
permitted my Attendance) to have formed one of the 
ſame Kind at Northampton. I heartily wiſh fo uſeful 
an Inſtitution was more known, and well eſtabliſhed 
in all the principal Towns in this Kingdom ; as I am 
perſuaded ſuch a Society muſt be productive of great 
Good, and in ſome Degree revive the drooping Inte- 
reſt of Chriſtianity, wherever it was prudently managed. 
We had in this Neighbourhood a religious Aſ- 
fembly, of which I myſelf was + a Member, but no 
one could be admitted, who did not underſtand Greet, 
as the chief Deſign of that Meeting was to improve 
each other in ſcriptural Knowledge, and conſequently 
could be of little Uſe comparatively with W—'s Plan. 

T have lately read Mr. Warton's Edition of Virgil, 
and much approve the printing the Latin on one Side, 
and his poetical Tranſlation on the other: He is a cle- 
ver Man, but I think he might have enriched his Notes 
with many more Obſervations on the Beauties and maſ- 
terly Strokes of the Poet. —I would not for my own Part 

give a Straw for the moſt accurate Diſputations upon a 
chronological or geographical Nicety ; but I would ap- 
plaud and thank the Critick who would aſſiſt me to 
ſee the Art and Addreſs, to feel the Force and Fire, 
and to enter into the Spirit and Delicacy of ſuch an 
Author as Virgil. I am, dear Sir, 

With great Reſpect, 
Vour obliged and very humble Servant, 
| JAMES Hervey. 


— 


+ The Rules and Orders of the Aſſembly here men- 
tioned, are inſerted in the Memoirs relating to Mr. 
Hervey's Life, prefixed to the firſt Volume of this Col- 
lection of his Letters. 
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Rules f and Orders of a Religious Society, conſiſting of 
| rwo Claſſes, viz. 


Of Men inte Which uo Wöman canibe admitted.” And 


Of married Men, their Wives, and other Women; in- 
to which no unmarried Man can be admitted. 


Each Claſi meets every other Week alternately. 


| | Rule J. 
S the ſole Deſign of this Society is to promote 
real Holineſs in Heart and Life, every Member 
ok it is to have this continually in View, truſting in 
the divine Power, and gracious Conduct of his Holy 
Spirit, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to excite, ad- 
vance, and perfect all Good in us. 
Rule II. 

That in order to the being of one Heart, and one 
Mind, and to prevent all Thiogs which gender 
Strifes; as well as to remove all Occaſion of Offence 
from being taken againſt this Society, no Perſon is to 
be admitted a Memher or allowed to continue ſuch, 
who is Member of any other Meeting Fr follows any 
other preaching than that of the eltab|Whed Miniſtry of 
the Church of Eng/and.—— That note be Members 
but ſuch as attend the Sacrament every Month, and 
that no Perſon be at any Time introduced except by 
Requeſt of the Director. 


— 


+ As the Plan and Proceedings of this Society, fo 
much commended by Mr. Hervey, may probably be 
extenſively uſeful ; it is here priated from a private 
Copy, by the particular Deſire of feveral of Mr, 
Her vey's Friends, and it is hoped the worthy Di- 
rector and Members of the Society at T—, will ex- 
cuſe the Liberty here taken without their Know- 
ledge, when they conſider the good Effects which may 
probably ariſe from this Publication. 


Vor, II. H Rule 
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Rule III. 

That no Perſon be admitted a Member but upon the 
Recommendation of the Director, with the Conſent 
of the Majority of Members then preſent. 
that the Director be the Reverend Mr. W——., 

Rule IV. | 

That the Members of this Society meet together 
one Evening in a Week at a convenient Place, and 
that they go home at nine o'Clock. And that all 
Matters of Buſineſs be _ before the Sentences begin. 

ule V. 

That every Member give conſtant Attendance, and 
be preſent at the Hour of meeting preciſely. —And that 
whoever abſents himſelf four Meetings together with- 
out giving a ſatisfatory Account to the Director, which 
ſhall by him be communicated to the Society, ſhall be 
looked upon as diſaffected to the Society. 

Rule VI. 

That to prevent Confuſion, no Perſon be removed 
from this Society but by the Director, who ſhall be 
preſent on ſuch Occaſions. That any Member 
do beſorehand apply to the Director, in Caſe he judges 
fuch Removal neceſlary. 


riage 


8 CEE 


This Society is very happy in having ſo accom- 
pliſhed a Perſon at their Head. — 
* one Cannot be had, perhaps it would be prudent to 
ele& a Director annually, whoſe Office might be con- 
tinued more or leſs Number of Years, as ſeemed beſt 
for the general Good. 

+ By a diſorderly Carriage we mean, not only the 
groſs Commiſſion of ſcandalous Sins, but alfo what 
are eſteemed Matters ot little Moment in the Eyes of 
the World; ſuch as a light Uſe of the Words Lord, 
God, Jeſus, &c. in ordinary Converſation ; which we 
cannot but interpret as an Evidence of Want of God's 
Preſence in the Heart, —The doing needleſs Buſineſs 
on the Lord's Day.—The frequenting Alehouſes or 
Taveras without neceſſary Buſineſs, 


And 


That a diſorderly + Car- 


But where ſuch a 


& 
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riage, or a proud, contentious, diſputing Temper, 

(the greateſt Adverſary to Chriſtian Love and Peace) 

be ſufficient Ground for ſuch Complaint and Remoyal. 
Rule VII. 

That all the Members, conſidering. the fad Conſe- 
quences of Vanity and Amuſements over the Nation, 
do in Charity to the Souls of others, as well as to a- 
void the Danger of ſuch Things themſelves, look upon 
themſelves as obliged to uſe peculiar Caution, with 
reſpect to many of the uſual Amuſements, however 
innocent they may be, or be thought in themſelves ; 
ſuch as Cards, Dancings, Clubs for Entertainment, 
Playhouſes, Sports at Feſtivals and Pariſh-feaſts, and as 
much as may be Pariſh-feaſts themſelves—leſt by join- 
ing herein they ſhould be a hindrance to themſelves, 
or their Neighbours, | 

Rule VIII. 

That with the Conſent of the Director, the major 
Part of the Society have Power to make a new Order 
when Need requires, but that the Propoſal for this 
Purpoſe be made by the Director. And that any 
Member may conſult the Director h-zreupon before the 
Day of meeting. 


Rule IX. 

That Perſons diſpoſed to become Members of this 
Society, mutt firſt be propoſed by the DireQor, in or- 
der that the Members of the Society may obſerve 
their Conduct for the Space of three Months before 
Admittance. 

Rule X. | 


That every Member do conſider himſelf as pecu- 
liarly obliged to live in an inoffenſive and orderly Man- 
ner, to the Glory of God and the edifying his Neigh- 
bours.— That he ſtudy to advance in himſelf and o- 
thers, Humility, Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Love 
to God, Goſpel Repentance, and new Obedience ; 
wherein Chriſtian Edification conſiſts. And that 
inall his Converſation hereupon, he ſticks cloſe to the 
plain and obvious Senſe of the holy Scriptures, care- 
fully avoiding all Niceties and Refinements upon them. 

II 2 Rule 
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| Rule XI. 

That theſe Orders ſhall be read over at leaſt four 
Times in the Year by the Director; and that with 
ſuch Deliberation, that each Member may have Time 
to examine himſelf by them. 

Rule XII. 

That the Members of this Society do my and 

humbly join together in the following Offices of De- 


votion. 


— mn 


1 _ S - . 1 * _— GY 


The Office of Devotion uſed weekly at the 
Meeting of the Society. 


The Director gal. read theſe Sentences, himſelf and 
every one flanding. 


OD is greatly to be feared in the Aſſemblies 
of his Saints, and to be had in Reverence by all 
that are round about him. Pſal. Ixxxix. 7. 


God is a righteous Judge, ſtrong and patient, and 
God is provoked every Day.. P/al. vii. 12. 


God will bring every, Work into Judgment with 
every ſecret Thing, whether it be good, or whether it 
be evil. Eccle/. Xll. 14. 


He that hide th his Sins ſhall not proſper, but he 
that confeſſeth and forſaketh them ſhall have Mercy. 


Prov. xxviii. 13. 
If any Man finneth, we have an 18 with the 


Father, Jeſus Chriſt the 4 and he is the Pro- 
pitiation for our Sins, 1 Job. ii. 1, 2. 


O come let us worſhip, and fall down, and kneel 
before the Lord our Maker. P/a/. xcv. 5, 6. 


Then Hall ls ſaid theſe three C lies, all be 


—— 


4 Prevent us, Lord, * te 
66 Bleſſed 


| 
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* Bleſſed Lord, who haſt cauſed all holy Scrip- 
« tures,” c. 


„O God, for as much as without thee,” Cc. 


All ſeating themſelves, a Portion of Scripture ſhall be 
read, Then kneeling doen, they ſhall juin in this 


Confeſſion of Sin. 
« Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jeſus 


« Chriſt, Maker of all Things, Judge of all Men,” 


Ee. KT 


« Our Father which art,” Ee. 


After which the Director alone ſhall ſay : 


« Almighty and everlaſting God, who hateſt no- 
« thing that thou haſt made,” Te. 


O moſt holy and bleſſeck God! the Creator, Go- 
vernor, and Judge of all; who hateft Falſehood and 
Hypocriſy, and wilt not accept the Prayer of feigned 
Lips; but haſt promiſed to ſhew Merey to ſuch as turn 
-unto thee by true Faith and Repentance ; vouchſafe, 
we pray-thee, to create in us clean and upright Hearts, 
* an unfeigned Faith in thy Son our Saviour. 
To us indeed belongeth Shame and Confuſion of 
Face; we are not worthy to lift up our Eyes or our 
Voice towards Heaven; our Natures are depraved, 
and our Ways have been perverſe before thee.” O let 
not thy wrath riſe againſt us, leſt we be conſumed in 
a Moment, but let thy merciful Bowels yearn over us, 
and vouchſafe to purify and pardon us through thine 
all-ſufficient Grace and Mercy in our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt ; ſince it hath pleaſed thee to offer him up as a 
Sacrifice for Sinners, vouchſafe, we beſeech thee, to 


cleanſe us from all Iniquity through his Blood. We 


believe that he is able to ſave to the uttermoſt thoſe 
that come unto thee by him, and we do earneſlly de- 
fire to embrace him as our Prince and Saviour; © 


H 3 give 


[ 150 ] 

ive us Repentance and Remiſſion of Sin through his 

ame: All we like Sheep have gone aſtray, every one 
in his own Way; good Lord, reduce us into thy Fold 
through this great Shepherd of Souls, and be pleaſed 
to lay on him the Iniquity of us all And as we 
have much to be forgiven, be pleaſed to incline our 
Hearts to love thee much, who forgiveſt Iniquity, 
Tranſgreſſion, and Sin. Give us that Faith, that 
worketh by Love; and ſuch Love as will conſtrain 
us to have regard to all thy Commandments. And 
make us to look carefully to all our Ways, that we may 
never again do any Thing, whereby thy holy Name 
may be blaſphemed or thine Authority deſpiſed. 

Give us the deepeſt Humility without which we can 
never be accepted of thee, our infinitely condeſcend- 
ing God, make us continually to tread in the Steps 
of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; being 
of a meek and quiet Spirit, always influenced by the 
higheſt Love of thee our God, and by the moſt cha- 
ritable Diſpoſition towards all Men. | 

Vouchſafe to endue uf with the ſaving 2 
of ſpiritual Things, that we may receive all thy Truths 
in the Love of them, in all Patience, Purity, Juſtice, 
Temperance,  Godlineſs, and brotherly Kindneſs ; 
that we may adorn our holy Profeſſion and reſem- 
ble the divine Goodneſs of thee our heavenly Father. 
—And fince we are not only weak and frail, but cor- 
rupt and ſinful, vouchſafe, O Lord, to keep us by 
the Power of thy Holy Spirit that we fall not from 
our avowed Stedfaſtneſs in all Chriſtian Duty. Pre- 
ſerve us from all the Sin and Vanity to which our 
Age, Condition, and Nature are prone, and to 
which the Devil and this World may at any Time 
tempt us. 

Glorify, good God, thy Strength in our Weakneſs, 
thy Grace in our Pollution, and thy Mercy in our 
Salvation, May our holy Religion be grounded and 
ſettled in our 3 that out of the good Treaſure 
of a gracious Heart, our Speech may be ſavoury and 
our Converſation exemplary ; that we may be fruitful 
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in all good Works, even to our old Age, and to our 
laſt Day 

Fit us, we pray thee, for every State of Life, into 
which thy Providence ſhall caſt us ; proſper our law- 
ful Undertakings ; preſerve us Night and Day, and 
prepare us for an hopeful Death and a bleſſed Eternity. 

Be pleaſed, we beſeech thee, to bleſs all thoſe So- 
cieties, who in truth appfy their Hearts to thy Service 
and Glory; we pray thee be pleaſed to ſtrengthen, e- 
ſtabliſh, and ſettle both them and us, in thy holy 
Faith, Fear, and Love. Let nothing in this World 
diſcourage us from the Purſuit of thoſe holy Purpoſes, 
which thy Spirit hath at any Time put into our Hearts 
and Minds. - But make us all faithful to thee our a- 
vowed God and defired Portion, even unto Death ; 
that we at leaſt (with thy whole Church) may be Par- 
takers of that eternal Life and perfect Bliſs which thou 
haſt promiſed through Jeſus Chriſt, thy only begotten 
Son, our Mediator and Redeemer. Amen. 

** Almighty and ever living God, who by thy holy 
« Apoſtle, haſt taught us to make Prayers,” &c. 


Then all flanding up, a Pſalm ſhall be ſung and + 4 
Sermon read, or a Charge given by the Director. 
2 which ſome ſuitable Prayer ſhall be uſed as bs 

Judge fit. 


Then all flanding up, * Exhortation to Humility all 


read. 


My Brethren, fince the great God has often aſſur- 
ed us in his holy Word, © that he wil! reſiſt the 
Proud, and give Grace unto the Humble, Jam. 
iv. 6. 1 Pet, v. 5.” Let us conſider that all our 
Undertakings, though never ſo good, will fail and 
come to nought, unleſs we be truly and deeply hum- 


ble, Luke xiv. 11, Indeed it cannot be otherwiſe ; 


—__— 


+ The Director, when abroad or indiſpoſed, is 
to appoint what Sermon ſhall be read, and by 


whom. 
H 4 becauſe 
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becauſe the proud Perſon quits his Reliance on God 
* in himſelf; which is to exchange a Rock for a 
eed. 
Alas! What are we, poor empty Nothings ! Gen. 
XXX11. 10. Yea, What is worſe, we are condemned 
periſhing Sinners! we have perhaps Underſtanding 
now ; but God can ſoon turn it into Madneſs, Dar. 
iv. 42. We may have ſome Attainments in Grace, 
but ſpiritual Pride will wither all, and ſoon reduce us 
to a very profligate and wretched Eſtate, /a. Ixvi. 2. 
ſuch as we have ſeen others fall into, who have begun 
in the Spirit, and ended in the Fleſh ! What have we, 
that we have not received ? 1 Cor. iv. 7, And even 
that, he who gave it may as ſoon take away. 

Ye that are young in Years and younger in Grace, 
1 Tim, iii. 6. are in Danger of Self conceit, and of 
being puffed up; which is a Quickſand, in which 
Thouſands have been ſwallowed up and periſhed, It 
is not in vain that the Apoſtle requires © That young 
„Men be exhorted to be ſober minded,” Tit. ii. 6. 
Prov. xvi. 18. which he elſewhere explains, when he 
ſays ; ** Let no Man think of himſelf more highly than | 
he ought to think ;-but to think ſoberly,” Rom, xit, | 
3. Ja. xiv, 12, 13. | 

By Pride the Angels fell from Heaven, 1 Tim. iii. 
6. and if ever we climb up to thoſe bleſſed Seats from 
which they are fallen, it muſt be by the gracious Steps 
of Humility and Lowlineſs of Mind, Lu#e xviii. 14. 
„% Wherefore let him that thinketh he ſtandeth, take 
« Heed leſt he fall,” 1 Cor. x. 12. Let us walk hum- 
© bly with our God,” and ever have lowly Thoughts 
of our vile ſelves, Rom. xi. 20. and of our poor At- 
tainments, and of our defeQive Performances: and 
with St. Paul (who was nothing behind the very 
chiefeſt Apoſtles) let us always ſay, I am Nothing. 
2 Cor. xii. 11. | | 


Let us therefore now ſing to the Praiſe and Glory 
of God to whom alone Praiſe is due. 


A P/jaim being ſung, the Director ft all ſay, 
« It 


CIS] 
„It is very meet and right,” &c. 


All ſtall join. 
Therefore with Angels and Arch-angels,” Ac. 


The Director alone, 


« May the Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” &c, 
Amen. 


Conſiderations laid before the Members of the Society; be- 
ing the Subflance of the firſt Charge, or Exhortation, 
ſpoke at its Opening by the Director. 


BRETHREN, 

7 expect that I lay before you the Deſign 

of this Society, and give you ſome Cautions 
concerning it. The Deſign is threefold, 1. To glo- 
rify God. 2. To be quickened and confirmed aur- 
ſelves. 3. To render us more uſeful among our 
Neighbours. ; | 

I 


As a Society, we ſhall be better able to glorify God ; 
for hereby we bear a more evident Teſtimony to the 
Cauſe of Chriſt, and make a more avowed Confeſſion 
of him and his Words in theſe evil Days, than we 
could do when ſeparate. 

. Every one of you deſires that the Kingdom of 

Jeſus Chriſt were more-eſtabliſhed, and more honour- 
able in the World than it is, and you join ypur Hand 
with others to promote ſo deſirable an End. 


Take theſe Cautions for this Purpoſe : 


1ſt, Look upon yourſelf as one aſſociated with 
others, in Vindication of your Maſter's Honour. 


2. Never be aſhamed of him, or his DoQtine, or ol 


this Society. 
3. Demean yourſelf to every one as his Diſciple, 
Hs by 


—— — 
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by walking in Humility, Meekneſs, heavenly Minded- 
neſs, Charity after Chriſt's Example. 


4. Keep yourſelf heedfully from all Things which 
may diſgrace your Maſter, and this Society; ſuch as 
Pride in a Conceit of your Knowledge or Attainments, 
or that you are a Member of this Society—Valuing 
yourſelf upon any Diſtinction in Station or Wealth.— 
Sinking into a Worldly Frame—or declining into Sloth 
and Idleneſs.—Practiſing the leaſt Diſhoneity, or con- 
niving at the Diſhoneſty of others. Making Compli- 
ances to avoid Shame, or promate worldly Intereſt. — 
Falling into Lukewarmneſs and forgetting your firſt 
Love. Slighting publick Ordinances. 


. Often (eſpecially before and after great Trials) 
reflut that you belong to a religious Society for promot- 
ing the Glory of Chriſt. 

II. 


The ſecond Deſign of this Society is to be quick- 
ened and confirmed ourſelves, For hereby we ſhall be 
better able to maintain the War againſt our Enemies 
(eſpecially the World) and to grow in Grace ; ſeeing by 
this Aſſociation we have the Spirit to bleſs our Exer- 
ciſes : —Shall have the Benefit of mutual Advice + 
and Reproof :— Shall be more hardy to oppo'e the 
Temptations beſetting us in this wicked World ;— 
Shall walk under a peculiar Reſtraint, as being Mem- 
bers of a religious Society,— And fhall be aſſiſted by 
the Prayers as of one another, ſo of all good Men in 
the whole Chriſtian Church. To this End: 


iſt, Watch over one another in Love. 
| 2. Be 


—_-< oo 


— 


+ There is a moſt uſeful little Piece for theſe Pur- 
poſes (Price 'T'wo-pence, or 127 per Hundred) print- 
ed for Dilly, in the Poultry, and intitled, Regulations 
and helps for promoting Religious Cunverſation among 
Chri ſians.— Sec Dr. Lucas on the Influence of Con- 
ver ſation. 
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2. Be willing to hear of your Faults, and of the 
Fears and Suſpicions of theſe your Friends concern- 


ing you. 
| F Be watchful againſt any Diſguſt to one another ; 
an 


if any ariſes in you without Delay tell the Party, 
and if that avail not, tell the Director. 


4 Defire the Prayers one of another, and pray for 
one another. 


5. Be ſure you reſt not on your being a Member of 
this Society—ſeeking continually to caſt off all Self- 
Dependance. 


6. Watch the leaſt Decay of Love to Chriſt, or 
Zeal for his Honour and the Good of Souls. 


7. Confirm continually upon your Heart the Ob- 
ligations you lie under as a Member of a religious So- 


ciety. 
III. 


The Third Deſign of this Society is to render us 
more uſeful among our Neighbours —Hereby we are 
more obſetvable People will not be fo eaſily quiet 
in their Sins —Good Examples carry a brighter and 
more convincing Light confounding the Works of 
Darkneſs. To this End: 


1. Be careful to ſet a Chriſlian Example before the 
World. | 


2. Think not to gain any by making Compli-- 
ances. [1 


, Diſconntenance all ſuch Things as yon ſee pre- 
judicial to others, ſuch as Taverns, Alehouſes, Gam- 
ing, and many Sports which are deſtructive to Souls. 


4. Shew all Love to Men's Souls and Bodies. 


5. Avoid all Diſputings, which proceed from Pride, 
and nurſe Contention and Variance. x 


6. Don't be angry with thoſe who blame this Socie- 
ty, but meekly and ſilently bear with them. 
7. Don't 
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7. Don't in your Heart deſpiſe others, becauſe they 
are not Members of this Society. 


8. Nor ſhew any valuing of yourſelves becauſe you 
'are.--Never ſpeak of yourfelf as a Member, unleſs 
with a View of doing others good. 


MOTIVES. 


1, Real Diſciples do more than nominal Profeſſors. 
2, The Spirit will ſtrengthen and comfort you. 


3. You will have the Bleſſing of a quiet Conſci- 
ence, | 


4. You are engaged in the moſt honourable Ser- 
vice. 


5. You will promote the Intereſt of your Maſter, 


6. He will' acknowledge'your Labours in the Day 
of his Appearing. | 
119 — Amen. 8o be it. 


N. B. Whereas too many People are apt to miſ- 
repreſent every Religious Society as a methodiſtical 
Meeting; it was judged neceſſary to inſert the follow- 
ing Extract from the celebrated Mr. Dodd's late Ser- 
mon. The Cry of Methodiſm is frequently raiſed by 
«* ſuch as are totally ignorant of the Nature of the Ac- 
. + cuſation ; and many are ſtigmatized with the Name, 
* who are perfectly innocent of the Thing. Ihe Ob- 
« ſervations I have made may poſſibly ſerve to ſettle 
the Point in ſome Degree, or at leaſt to ſtop the 
* Tongues of thoſe who very unjuſtly caſt the Aſper- 
« fion, where there is not the leaſt Cauſe : And it de- 
« ſerves, pethaps, to be conſidered by all ſerious. and 
* ſincere Proteſtants, whether the Affixing the Charge 
of Methoaiſm, & c. &c. indiſctiminately upon Men 
of unblameable Lives, and irreproachable Conver- 
*« ſation, may not tend greatly to prejudice our holy 
« Faith in general, and to bring a —_—_ «TH 

« Chriſti- 
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*« Chriſtianity itſelf through the pretended Offence of 
* Methodiſm : This may be a Triumph to the Dei 
and Papift equally pleaſing — And if ſo, can we be 
too accurate in our Diſtinctions, or too cautious in 
our Imputations ?—remembering, that while we 
confound Chriſtianity and Methodiſm, we are doing 
Diſcreait to Chriſtianity in the ſame Proportion as 
„as we are giving Weight and Dignity to Metho- 
„ diſm.” See Mr. Doda's excellent Sermon intitled 
Unity recommended, preached before the Religious So- 
cieties in and about London, at their annual Meeting in 
the Pariſh Church of Sz. Mary-/e-Bow on Eaſter Mon- 
day, 1759; to which is added, an Appendix giving an 
Account of the original Deſign, general Rules, and 
preſent State of the religious Societies.—A farther Ac- 
count of which may be ſeen in a little Piece wrote in 
Queen Annes Time by the Reverend Dr. Jab Mood- 
ward, intitled, An Account of the Riſe and Progreſs of 
the Religious Societies in and about London, and of their 
Endeavours for the Reformation of Mamnners—T he 
ſixth Edition. In this little Tract the moſt conſider- 


able Objections againſt Religious Societies are fully an- 
ſwered. 


LETTER LXII. 


My dear Friend, Meſton- Favell, Monday. Morn. 

1 Am much obliged to you for your generous Dona- 
tion of thirty Shillings to purchaſe five Hundred 

of An Earneft Invitation to the Friends of the Eflabliſhed 

| Church, c. I have put the Money W 
0 


— — 


—— — 


+ An earneſt Invitation to the Friends of the eſta- 
blithed Church, to join with ſeveral of their Brethren, 
Clergy and Laity, in ſetting apart one Hour in the Sux- 
day of every Week for Prayer and Supplication, eſpe- 
cially during the preſent troubleſome Times. Price 
one Penny, or fix Shillings per Hundred. Sold by 
Withers near the Temple-Gate,— This Pamphlet is 


wrote 
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of one who loves our Lord Jeſus in Sincerity ; and who 
will take care that the Pamphlet is properly diſperſed, ac- 
cording to our Defires.—'Tis an excellent Deſign : 
I- daily beg of God to bleſs it; for what he vouchſafes 
to bleſs, will be bleſt indeed. 
Incloſed I ſend you a Form of Prayer, founded on 
the Plan laid down in the Earneſt Invitation, &c.— 
"Twas tranſmitted to me laſt Night by a very pious 
Clergyman, who, TI believe, was himſelf the Author 
of it. You may get one of yous Sons to tranſcribe 
it, if you have not Leiſure enough to do it yourſelf ; 
and permit ſuch ſerious Perſons to take Copies, as you 
think will make a proper uſe of it. 
| wiſh you that Promiſe for your Counſellor, which 
we read this Morning at Breakfaſt in 1/aiah (Chapter 
Iviii. 11.) -** The Lord ſhall guide thee continually.” 


I am, my dear Friend, 
Ever yours, while 


James HErver. 


wrote with great Spirit and a very good Intention. It 
well deſerves the moſt ſerious Conſideration of the 
Community; and their hearty Concurrence in ſo laud- 
able and uſeful a Deſign, may very reaſonably be ex- 
© pected. Let us reflect that our heavenly Father, high 

and mighty, who from his Throne looks down on all 
the Dwellers on Earth, and ſees what Multitudes in 
the different Parts of this Kingdom, are at that Hour 
fervently praying to him in ſecret, and all united too 
in the ſame Requeſts, cannot but be pleaſed with ſuch 
"a Proſpect; and may. probably for their Sakes avert. 
the impending Calamities, which are too juſtly deſerv- 
ed by ſo irreligious and diſſolute a Nation. See Geneſis 


h xvili. 32. 
ſelemn 
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A ſolemn 44 of Confeſſion and Interceſſion ſuited to the 
Plan of thoſe London Clergy and other Friend, to the 
eftabliſhed Church, as ſpecified in The Earneſt In- 
vitation, &c. requeſting all the well diſpoſed Chriflians 
(Laity as well as Clergy,) throughout this Nation 
to join with them in a ſolemn d of Humiliation fer 
one Hour every Sunday Evening, viz from eight of 
the Cleck till nine, on Account of their own Sins and 
the Sins of this Nation, eſpecially during theſe calami- 


tous Times, viz. in 1757. 


1. Bleſſed Lord let the Words of my Mouth, and 

the Meditation of my Heart, be at this Time 
acceptable in thy Sight as the Incenſe, and let this 
now lifting up of my Hands, be a ſweet ſmelling Sa- 
crifice Lord hear my Prayer, and let my Cry come 
unto thee. 

O molt great and glorious God ! juſt and terrible in 
thy Judgments to all obſtinate and rebellious Sinners, 
but of infinite Mercy to ſuch as with true Sorrow and 
hearty Repentance turn unto thee ; look down, I be- 
ſcech thee, with Mercy and Compaſſion upon me, now 
preſenting myſelf before thee, owning that I am not 
worthy ſo much as to lift up my Eyes to the Throne 
of thy glorious Majeſty ? O Lord, my Sins are ſo ma- 
ny and lo great, that it is owing to thy Mercy alone 
that I have not been long ſince conſumed, but yet have 
another Opportunity of humbling myſelf before thee, 
and begging Mercy for my own Soul, who have fo 
grievouſſy linned againſt thee : I confeſs, O Lord, 
what thou knoweſt already, but I confeſs it to/manifeR 
thy Juſtice, and to glorify thy Mercy, which has ſpa- 
red me ſo long. I confeſs and acknowledge, O Lord, 
that I brought a depraved and finful Nature into the 
World with me, from whence all my actual Sins have 
flowed and proceeded as impure Streams from a pollu- 
ted Fountain: O bleſſed God, I beſeech thee, for 
thy dear Son Jefus Chriſt's ſake, to humble me, and 
that greatly for this my original Corruption ! Lord let 
me ſee it in the ſtrongeſt Light, and never give me 
Reſt and Peace, till from my Soul I cry out E and 


rely 
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rely upon the unſinning Obedience of my dear Redeem- 
er Jeſus Chriſt, and the Aſſiſtance of the Spirit for 
Deliverance from it ; and grant that this precious Balm 
may be my Cure, and reſtore me again to the Image of 
my God ! 

O Lord I have ſinned againſt thee by wilful and ac- 
tual Sins, I have left undone thoſe Things which I 
ought to have done, and have done thoſe things which 
I ought not to have done] particularly—by fuch—and 
ſuch—a Sin. 


As lis taken for granted that every one aue uſes this 
Prayer has firſt of all flrifly examined himſelf, and 
wrote down all the notorious Sins, both of Commiſſion 
and Omiſſion, which he could recolle& that he had been 
guilty of during the whole Courſe of his Life, it 
«would here be proper fir him to read over that Cata- 
logue of his Offences very deliberately, that be may be 
deeply humbled, and truly penitent. 


Bleſſed God, I can give but a wretched Account 
of myſelf—I cannot remember, I fear, the ten 
thouſandth Part of my Offences ; Lord ſave, or I pe- 
riſh ; my Crimes are intolerable and ſhameful, and my 
Omiſſions as well as my Commiſſions are innumerable, 
Oh! what ſhall I ſay unto thee, or what ſhall I do!—; 
Oh! "Thou Preſerver ot Men! I am ſo vile, that I 
cannot expreſs it; ſo ſinſul that I am hateful to my- 
ſelf, and much more abominable muſt I needs be in 
thy Sight! 
Oh] I have ſinned, I have ſinned! my Sins are 
rown ſhameful and aggravated to Amazement! Lord ! 
Fes ſay no more, I am aſhamed, I am con founded 
in thy Preſence ! | | 
But yer, O God, thou art the Healer of our 
Breaches, and the Lifter up of our Head; and I muſt 
not, I dare not deſpair. Thou haſt opened a Foun- 
tain for Sin and for Uncleanneſs, and therefore I am 
ſure, thou delighteſt not in the Death of a Sinner! and 
though my Sins are great and numberleſs, as the Sand 


which is upon rhe Sea-ſhore, yet they are infinite 
- leſs 


1 


leſs than thy Mercies, which thou haſt revealed to all 
penitent and returning Sinners in Jeſus Chriſt |! 

For his ſake therefore be pleaſed to look down into 
the Duſt, and lift up a poor helpleſs Sinner from the 
Dunghill ! for Chriſt's ſake let me-not periſh in my 
Folly, nor be conſumed in thy heavy Diſpleaſure! 
For Chriſt's ſake give me Time and Space to repent, 
and give me alſo Power to do it by the Aſſiſtance of 
thy bleſſed Spirit ! 

Support me with an holy Hope ; confirm me with 
an operative and lively Faith ; and kindle a bright 
and burning Charity in my Soul ; give me Patience in 
ſuffering, and Severity in judging, and in condemning 
my Sins] that judging myſelf, I may not be condemned 
of thee > that mourning for my Sins, | may rejoice 
in thy Pardon ; that deſtroying my Sins, I may live. 
in'Righteouſneſs; that denying my own Will, I may 
always endeavour to perform thine ; and that by the 
Alliſtance of thy bleſſed Spirit, I may overcome all car- 
nal and ſpiritual Wickedneſs. May TI walk in thy Light! 
May I delight in thy Service! May I perfeQ my Obe- 
dience ; be wholly delivered as well from the Power of 
Sin, as the Puniſhment of it; and ſo be for ever pre- 
ſerved from thy Wrath, and at laſt paſs on from a cer- 
tain ExpeQation to an actual Enjoyment of the Glo- 
ries of thy Kingdom, through Jeſus Chriſt my bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour. Amen. 

2. And now, Lord, as I have been confeſſing my 
own Sins, and humbling my Soul before thee as a pri- 
vate and particular Perſon, I think myſelf bound in 
Humility and Duty, after the Example of thy Ser- 
vant Daniel, to look upon myſelt in a (till farther ſin- 
ful Light, wiz. as an Inhabitant of a profligate and re- 
bellious Nation; and fo, like Daniel alſo to confeſs 
the Sins of my People] may I feel the Concern of the 
P/alnift, when he exclaimed, Rivers of Tears run 
down mine Eyes, becauſe Men keep not thy Law, 
Pal. cxix, 130.—and oh! that my Supplications, 
and the Supplications of all thoſe, who, at this ap- 
pointed Hour, have agreed ſolemnly to ſeek thy Face, 
and to confeſs their own Sins, and the Sins of the 

People 
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People of this Land : oh that they may meet with 
the ſame gracious Acceptance with thee as Danie/ did ! 
oh that the Commandment may come forth at the Be- 
ginning of. our Supplication, © to make an end of our 
« Sins, and to make Reconciliation for our Iniquities, 
that thou mayeſt once more be our God, and we 
„thy People !” 

Let thy merciful Ears, O God, therefore be open 
unto our Prayers, and ſpare all thoſe who confeſs 
their Sins unto thee! that they whoſe Conſciences by 
Sin are accuſed, by thy merciful Pardon may be ab- 
ſolved, through Jeſus Chrift our Lord! 

O Lord, the great and faithful God, keeping Co- 
venant and Mercy with them that love him, and kee 
his Commandments, Deut. vii. 9. We have ſinned, 
O Lord, we have committed Iniquity, and have done 
wickedly, and have rebelled by departing from thy 
Precepts and from thy Judgments, neither have we 
_hearkened unto thy Servants the Prophets, nor to thy 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, nor to his Apoſtles, who in thy holy 
Word, have ſpoken unto our Fathers, and the People 
of the Land! | 4 : 

O Lord, Righteouſneſs belongeth unto thee, but 
unto us Confufon of Face as at this Day, to our 
Kings, to our Princes, to our Fathers, and to our- 
ſelves ; becauſe of the Treſpaſſes which we have treſ- 
paſſed againſt thee, yea we have all as one Man tranſ- 
greſſed againſt thee, by departing from thee, and 
not obeying thy Voice ! therefore the Curſe is poured 
out upon us, and thou haſt confirmed the Word which 
thou haſt ſpoke againſt us] Thou haſt brought upon us 
many and fore Evils, yet made we not our Prayer be- 
fore thee, that we might turn from our Iniquity and 
underſtand thy Truth. 

But, O blefſed Lord, to thee belong Mercies and 
Forgiveneſſes, though we have rebelled againſt thee : 
O Lord, we confeſs our Wickedneſs and are ſorry for 
our Sins; we beſeech thee therefore according to all 
thy Righteouſneſs and thy gracious Promiſes, and for 
the ſake of thy dear Son jeſus Chriſt, let thine Anger 
and thy Fury be turned away from us ! bow _ 

b thine 


L 


thine Ear, O Lord, and hear; open thine Eyes, O 
Lord, and fee, and behold our Miſeries and our De- 
ſolation! for we do not preſent our Supplications 
before thee, truſting in our own Righteouſneſs, but in 
thy manifold and great Mercies, and of the Truth, 
which thou haſt — of old Time to us thy Ser- 
vants; but thou art the ſame, whoſe Property is al- 
ways to have Mercy; have Mercy upon us, therefore 
have Mercy upon us, moſt merciful Father, for thy 
dear Son our Lord Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, forgive us all 
that is paſt, and grant that we may ever hereafter 
ſerve thee in Newneſs of Life to the Honour and Glo- 
ry of thy Name! and let the Conſideration of our Sin- 
fulneſs and Unworthineſs, and of thy manifold Warn- 
ings to us and long Sufferings towards us, increaſe 
in us true Repentance, that Iniquity may not be our 
Deſtruction ! and increaſe in us alſo more and more a 
lively Faith and Love, fruitful in all holy Qbedience 
taat thou mayeſt ſtill continue thy Favour, together 
with the Light of thy Goſpel to us, and our Poſterity ! 
and this we beg for thy — Son Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, 
our only Mediator and Advocate. 

2 And now | have here confeſſed to thee, my own 
Sins, and the Sins of the People, I deſire farther to of- 
ter up my Prayers in Behalf of all Mankind, that both 
Few and Gentile may believe in and glorify thee, the 
only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt, whom thou haſt 
ſent! protect and proſper thy holy Catholick Church, 
preſerve it pure in Doctrine and Worſhip, root out 
of it whatever is a Scandal to thy molt holy Religion ; 
unite its Profeſſors and enlarge its Borders, eſpecially 
bleſs that Part of it in theſe Nations to which I be- 
long; and as in thine infinite Mercy, thou haſt been 
pleaſed to vouchſafe us abundant Illumination of 
thy Goſpel, be pleaſed to grant, that by our Sins, we 
may not extinguiſh the Light of it. 

Inflame the Miniſters and Stewards of thy Myſteries 
with a lively and burning Zeal for the Converſion of 
Souls, Impreſs it deeply upon them; that,“ Curſed 
is he that doth the Work of the Lord deceitfully;“ 
—and be pleaſed, O Lord, to ailift them with thy 

bleſſed 
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4 
f 


L 164 ] 


bleſſed Spirit, and to direct them to the Uſe of ſuch 
Means as may be effectual to bring about, and accom- 
pliſh that defirable and happy End. 

Be pleaſed likewiſe to bleſs all thoſe our diſſenting 
Brethren of what Denomination ſoever they be, who 
love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in Sincerity ! reconcile our 
Hearts to them, and theirs to us; grant that there 
may be an End of thoſe Animoſities, and bitter Diſ- 
2 which have ſo long and ſo ſadly diſturbed the 

eace and hindered the Union of Proteſtants l and 
grant alſo that there may be only this one holy Con- 
tention between us, whether the Miniſters out of the 
eſtabliſhed Church, or they that are in it, ſhall labour 
moſt for the Glory of our common Maſter, and for 
the Salvation of thoſe Souls committed to their Care, 
and for whom he ſhed his Blood. 

Bleſs likewiſe our Sovereign Lord King George and 
all his Royal Family ! make them pure and holy in 
their Lives! raiſe up an active and vigorous Spirit in 
their Hearts, for the Puniſhment and rooting out of 
Wickedneſs and Vice, and for the Encouragement 
and Maintenance of true Religion among us. 

And be pleaſed, O Lord, to give the Spirit of Wiſ- 
dom to all his Counſellors, 2 the Magiſtrates of 
all Ranks through the Nation, that they may be ena - 
bled faithfully to diſcharge that great Truſt which is 
repoſed in them, to thy Honour, and to the Benefit 
and Advantage of his Majeſty and the Nation! 

Be pleaſed likewiſe to go forth with our Fleets and 
Armies ! bleſs all their Rates againſt our Ene- 
mies, and give them Succeſs in the Day of Battle! 

Have mercy upon all the afflicted Members of thy 
Church, whether in Mind, Body, or Eſtate ! Pity 
their Condition, O Lord, pity it, and lay no more 
upon them, than they are able to bear, but give them 
Deliverance in thy good appointed Time, if it be thy 


blefſed Will! have Compaſſion upon all that are in 
Error, but ſincerely ſeek the Truth! on all that are 
engaged in ſinful Courſes, and led captive by their 
Luſts, that they may have Grace and Strength to 
break their Bonds, and on all thoſe who never my 

or 
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for,themſelves ; open their Eyes, O Lord, and melt 
their ſtony Hearts, awaken them, though it be even 
with Thunder, to a ſenſible Feeling of their ſad Con- 
dition, and for thy Mercy's ſake ſuffer them no longer 
to fit in Darkneſs and in the Shadow of Death ; may 
they ſee, before it be too late, the Danger and Madneſs 
of thus living without God in the World. 

4. Finally, O Lord, I defire to return thee my un- 
feigned Praiſes and Thankſgivings, for the manifold 
Expreſſions of thy Goodneſs and loving Kindneſs to 
me and to all Mankind ! I bleſs thee for my Creation, 
Preſervation, and all the Bleſſings of this Life, and for 
all the Helps and Advantages, which thou haſt vouch- 
ſafed me for the obtaining a better ; but above all fot 
thy aſtoniſhing Love to Mankind in Jeſus Chrift, for 
all that he hath done and ſuffered for us, and conti- 
nues ftill to do for us by his powerful Interceſſion at 
thy right Hand! humbly beſeeching thee, that I thy 
Servant together with all thoſe who have lived and 
died in the Faith of his holy Name, may follow the 
Example of his heavenly Life, that finally with them 
I may be made a Partaker of the Merits of his Obedi- 
ence and Death, in a joyful Reſurrection to everlaſt- 
ing Life ! 

All theſe Confeſſions, Prayers, Supplications, In- 
terceſſions, and Thankſgivings, I humbly put up to 
the Throne of Grace, in the Name and Words of our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who in Compaſſion to 
our Infirmities hath taught us thus to pray. Our 
Father, &c. 

The Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, &c. 

N. B. The above Prayer may be enlarged and im- 
proved as Time and Occaſion ſhall offer; and it may 
not be improper to remind every Chriſtian, that the 
firſt Time he makes ule of it, he ought to ſet apart at 
leaſt half an Hour for Self-Examination, and writing 
down the Sins of which he finds himſelf guilty.— The 
following Sundays he will reconſider what he has writ- 
ten, and thereby form a Judgment what is his Progreſs 
in, or Deviation from, the Path, which leads to Hea- 
ven.——After having ſpent ſome Sunday Evenings in 


this 
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this devout Exerciſe, he ſhould be upon his Guard 
leſt he be tempted to leave it off, Oh may he never be 
tired of ſuch a good Work; the more he prays, the 
more he will have Strength to perſevere. "Tis hum- 
bly hoped that all who read this will immediately pur- 
chaſe the Earnef! Invitation, &fc. the Price of which, 
as has been before obſerved, is no more than a Penny. 
And then aſter having weighed it with the Atten- 
tion that a Matter of this Importance deſerves, they 
will, (to uſe the Author's own Words) “ Judge whe- 
ther it be not a ſeaſonable and a ſale Meaſure, which 
« we would perſuade you to take; and you will take 
Ait if you are indeed a Friend to our preſent happy 
« Eftablithment in Church and State. Your Love 
„for them will put you upon doing every thing that 
« lays in your Power to ſerve them; and here you 
% have a fair Opportunity, of which if you make uſe, 
it cannot but do you Service, and may be a Bleſſing 
to them. Pray for them at the appointed Hour, 
« namely (from eight to nine every Sunday Evening,) — 
„ Determine through God's Aſſiſtance, that nothing 
“ ſhall hinder you from joining us. — Break through 
all Engagements, all Hinderances to meet at the 
* Throne of Grace, the Lord's People. —-+ Conſider 
©« that God knoweth his ſecret ones, and will reward 
* them openly I- And moreover for your Encourage- 
„ment remember, that he who ſitteth upon the 
« 'Throne is the Gop WHO HEAREKTH PRAYER, and 
* who has invited you (P/alm |. 15.) to call upon 
„ him in the Day of Trouble; fo will I hear thee, 
« ſays he, and thou ſhalt praiſe me.” - What a com- 
« fortable Promiſe is here to animate every one to 
« make Part of this praying Congregation ! 


LET TER LXIII. 


Dear Sir, Tae/day Morning. 
Should think my Friendſhip very weak, and quite 

] unfledged, if I could be offended with the Free- 
dom, for which you apologize, Thoſe who were 
an- 
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anciently united in the Bonds of Chriſtian Friendſhip, 
had this generous Sentiment for their Motto, — Ami- 
corum + omnia communia præ ter Uxores. 

I rejoice with you in the hopeful young Gen- 
tleman's Recovery; a Pledge, I truſt, of his eminent 
9 and extenſive Uſefulneſs, in the Goſpel 
Cauſe. 

I acquieſce pony in Dr. C**'s Reaſons ; perhaps, 
if there was much of the pure Evangelical Peculiarit | 
in the recommendatory Verſes, it might be a forbid- | 
ding Circumſtance to ſome Readers. 

Mr. *** is very obliging ; his Cautions are very 
friendly. I will not ſpeak ſo plainly to Mr. V as to 
him. T wiſh, if it be God's gracious Will, that your 
little Treatiſe may be like Dr. Dodaridge's Works, ac- 
ceptable to every Reader. You fee by the Expreſſions 
] have taken the Liberty to underline, that Mr. *** 
ſees the Great Truths of Chriſtianity inverted, juſt as 
as we fee Objects in a concave Speculum. The good 
Works, according to his Scheme, are the recommend- 
ing Cauſe, and the bleſſed Redeemer only like the | 
Maſter of the Ceremonies, merely to introdure them | 
with a good Grace. No, we have not fo learned Chriſt ; |; 
he is our Righteouſneſs, as well as our Sanctification. 
We are accepted in the Beloved, © In him ſhall all | 
* the Seed of ae be juſtified, and in him ſhall they | 
« glory.” — This is the epidemical Miſtake, but [ 
hope God will ſend out his Light and his Truth, and 
reiify our Miſapprehenſions. I dare ſay, that amia- 
ble and accompliſhed Gentleman, that exemplary and | 
ſhining Chriſtian, that very zealous and ſucceſsful 
Preacher, Mr. T = will be highly pleaſed to re- | 
ceive the Preſent of your little Treatiſe; his good b 
Heart will exult to ſee your open Acknowledgement | 
of the Saviour whom he ſo dearly loves. 


— - — —_— —DOD_— — 


I hope to g 
ſee 


— 8 8 . — 


+ Friends have every Thing in common, except their 
wives. 
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ſee you, or hear from you, before you take your Jour- 


ney, and am, with increaſing Efteem and Affection, 
Moſt cordially yours, 


J. Herver. 
LETTER LXIV. 


Dear Siſter, 

I Hope this will find my Father better. ] hearti- 

ly wiſh and daily pray, that the God of everlaſt- 
ing Compaſſions may comfort him under his Sorrows 
— may ſanctify his Affliction, and reſtore him to his 
Health, that he may recover more fpiritual Strength, 
before he goes hence and is no more ſeen. 

I ſent my Brother ſome Books, and humbly beſeech 
the Giver of every good Gitt, to accompany them 
with his heavenly Bleſſing; for what he bleſſes is bleſt 
indeed, 

I could be truly glad to hear your Complaints are 
removed—but if they continue, don't be diſcouraged. 
— Whom the Lord loveth, he chaſtiſeth. God had 
but one Son without Sin, but none without Suffer- 
ings. Oh! that his infinite Goodneſs may ſanctify 
your Tribulations, that they may be a means of weaning 
you from the World, and bringing you to Jeſus Chriſt! 
then you will one Day ſay with the P/almift, It is 
good for me that I have been afflicted. 

I am, &c. 


J. Hexver. 
LETTER LAV. 


My dear Friend, Friday Ewenins. 
'A S to the Matter of defending uE, I think © Nox 
eſt tanti.” I am ten thouland Times more for 
your converſing like a Chriſtian on every Occaſion : 
Take all proper Opportunitics of glorifying your di- 
vine Maſter, and be ſpreading abroad the Savour of 
his bleſſed Name: It would bring Dignity to your 
Cha- 
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Character I am perſuaded, and would command Re- 
verence even from Gain-ſayers, if you was ſometimes 
to make a frank Declaration on this Head, and a& ac- 
cordingly. Don't ſcruple to bid your Patients ſeek to 
God for a Bleſſing ; when they are recovered, remind 
them of their Obligations to the almighty Phyſician ; 
they are reſtored to Health, not for the poor Pur- 
poſes of eating and drinking a little more, but to ac- 
quaint themſelves with Chrift Jeſus, to prepare for 
Eternity, and make their Salvation ſure, This would 
be truly graceful, might do much Good ; and ſhould 


any one find Fault with this Practice, he muſt not pre- 


tend to the Piety of a Chriſtian ; he has not the Reli. 
gion of a Heathen ; ſuch a one ſhould remember the 
ConduR, and conſider the Sentiments of your Brother 


T apis. 
Non hc humanis Opibus, non Arte magiſtra 


Proveniunt ; negue Te, /Enea, mea Dextera ſervat : 
Major agit Deus, atque Opera ad majora remittit. 
irg. An. Lib. xii. 


No mortal Work is rHIs; no Cure of mine; 
Nor Art's Effect, but done by Hands divine: 
"Fis God AZneas to the Battle ſends ; 


"Tis God preſerves his Life, for greater Ends, 


Thanks for your Advice about what I recom- 
mended to your Conſideration, and about my own 
Health ; God has been better to me, than my appre- 
henſive Heart expected. O]! that fo long as I have 
Breath, it may be employed to his Honour, who for- 
giveth all our Sins, and healeth all our Infirmities, 
and when he heals them not, will make them a 
Bleſſing. 

Do, my dear Friend, perſiſt in a prudent Way to 
bear your Teſtimony for a Maſter, who has bought you 
with his very Life, and intends. to make you Partaker 


| of his everlatting Kingdom. If this does you or yours 


any real Harm, reproach me with it, when we ſhall 
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both ſtand in the Preſence of the whole World, and 
before the Tribunal of our Judge. 


Ever yours, while 
James Hervey. 


P. 8. You tell me that“ your Buſineſs has lain fo 
« wide, and you have been ſo much hurried this 
« ſickly Time, that you have ſcarcely had a Quarter 
« of an Hour to yourſelf for theſe laſt three Weeks.” 
——-Oh! my dear Friend! how much ſoever you 
may be hurried by the Diſtance and the Multiplicity 
of your Avocations, don't forget to pray for that Wiſ- 
dom, which is profitable (or uſeful) to “ direct us, 
even in the ſmalleſt Matters, much more in all great 
and weighty Affairs You who move in fo conſpi- 
cuous a Sphere, ſo large a Field of Action muſt have 
very particular Occaſion, very preſſing Neceſſity for 
divine Direction; and therefore that important Ejacu- 
lation, Direct me, O Lok, ſhould ever be upper- 
moſt in your Thoughts—* Take ye Heed, Watch 
and Pray,” this is the kind Admonition of the bleſſed 
Jeſus, who well knows the human Frame, and ſees how 
very liable we to are be drawn aſide by a Variety of 
Temptations, with which we are daily ſurrounded. 


LETTER LXVI. 


Dear Sir, | 

S the Interval between the Hour of our Diſſolu- 
tion, and the Day of Reſurrection, will, in all 
Probability, be very conſidetable, much longer than 
the Time of our Continuance on Earth ; it is a very 
reaſonable and important Enquiry, to examine into 
the Circumſtances of this State. The Scripture, our 
infallible Director, which is (ſo copious upon all the 
grand Articles of Religion,) and ſilent upon nothing 
that relates to the true Happineſs of Mankind, has 
| not 


r 


® Fccl. x. ie. 
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not left us without Information in this Particular, 
Whereas, all other Writers grope in the Dark; not 
one of them has been able to draw back the Curtain, 
or give us (any) the leaſt Inſight into the inviſible 
World: It is to them, and in all their Syſtems, an 


abſolute Terra incognita——A few of the ſcriptural 
Diſcoveries may be ſeen in the Anſwer to the follow - 
ing Queries. 
iſt, When the Souls, the Souls of the Righteous, 
depart from the Body ; by whom are they received ? 
By holy Angels. The Angels were miniſtring Spi- 
rits to them, in the Days of their Fleſh, and will be 
their Guard and their Convoy, when they relinquiſh 
the earthly Tabernacle. When Lazarus died, he was 
carried by Angels.—— What a comfortable Privi- 
lege is this ? not to be left ſolitary and deſolate, like a 
Ship-wrecked Mariner on ſome unknown Coaſt ; but 
to be under the Guidance and Protection of thoſe be- 
nevolent Beings ! 

2dly, In what Place are they lodged ? This 
is deſcribed, not from our Ideas of Locality, or any 
Properties of Space, but from the Society and the 
Enjoyments. It is not very material, whether they 
are above or below, in the Heaven of Heavens (which, 
I think, is moſt probable) or in ſome ſeparate Man- 
ſion. A diſembodied Spirit, if under the Wrath of 
God, muſt everywhere be extremely miſerable; if 
ſurrounded with his Favour, will every where be ex- 
ceedingly happy. To ſuch a Spirit, that has no lon- 
ger any Connection with ſenſible Things, God's 
Smile muſt be Heaven, God's Frown muſt be Hell— 
Where-ever this Region lies, we are ſure it lies under 
the Beams of the Sun of Righteouſneſs ; Chriſt is 
there, and where he is preſent, Happineſs cannot be 
abſent. Thou ſhalt be with me, is his Promiſe to the 
penitent Thief. Abraham is there, the Friend of 
God, and Father of the Faithful. Lazarus, we are 
told, was carried into Abraham's Boſom, and where 
he-refides, where all the Children ot God, and Heirs 
of Glory dwell, there muſt be Pleaſures.—Such Plea- 
ſures, that the Place is called Paradi/e; thou ſhalt be 
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with me in Paradiſe; the delightſul Garden of Eden, 
which the Lord himſelf planted, and which innocent 
Man inhabited, was incomparably the fineſt, nobleſt 
Spot in this ſublunary World ; and this is uſed to 
give us ſome faint Repreſentation of theſe bleſſed A- 
bodes, where the Souls and Spirits of the Righteous 
remain till the Shout of the Archangel and the — 
of God ſummon them. 
zdͤly, How ſoon are they lodged in this deſira- 
ble Situation ?—Without Delay. I find no mention 
of any intermediate Purgation, or of any Period for 
InaQtivity and Forgetfulneſs. To Day ſhalt thou be 
with me, is our Lord's Expreſſion ; and it is obſerva- 
ble, that the Jewiſh Day was very near cloſing, when 
our Saviour gave up the Ghoſt ; nearer ſtill when that 
converted Malefactor expired. I have a Defire to 
be diſſolved, ſays St. Paul, and to be with Chriſt : he 
ſpeaks of his Releafe from Clay, and his Introduction 
into the Redeemer's Preſence, as inſtantaneous. No 
ſooner does the former commence, but the latter takes 
place. What an Encouragement is this to fight the 
good Fight of Faith, and finiſh our Courſe, with A- 
lacrity and Diligence! fince we are not to wait in 
wiſhful but diſappointed Expectation: No, the very 
Moment our Warfare is accompliſhed, our Reward 
begins. Which reminds me of another Inquiry. 

4thly, What is the Condition of holy Souls in this 
ſeparate State? | 

iſt, They reſt from their Labours ; from all the 
Diſorders, that afflicted their Bodies, from all the 
Temptations, that I their Souls. They.are 
no longer ridiculed and perſecuted by ungodly Men. 
They have no more Conflict with the Powers of 
Darkneſs and their own Corruptions ; Sin and Sorrow 
ceaſe eternally. They are freed, entirely freed, from 
every Evil. 

2dly, They enter into Peace. They have then 
Peace with God, Peace in their own Thoughts, Peace 
with fellow Saints, which paſſeth all Underſtanding.— 
Peace implies a poſitive Happineſs, ﬀ. Peace in the 


ſcriptural Language, denotes all Manner of * 
f an 
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and ſuch is its Import in the preceding Paſſage. In this 
large Extent will it be made good to the Righteous. 
When they relinquiſh the earthly Tabernacle, the 
Scales of Ignorance fall from their Uaderſlandings ; 
their Will is wonderfully conformed to Chriſt's ; eve- 
ry . 5 drops off from their Affections; and their 
Holineſs is exceedingly confirmed: They are honoured 
with nearer Approaches to God, they are favoured 
with clearer Manifeſtations of his Glory, they feel 
richer Emanations of his Love, and are more and more 
transformed into his Image ; every Doubt vaniſhes, 
and they rejoice in the Proſpect, the aſſured and re- 
fteſhing Proſpect, of receiving all the Fulneſs of their 
everlaſting Felicity. I ſaid Fulneſs, for though the 
Felicity of the Soul upon its Diſmiſſion from Mortality 
is great, is high, is to us inconceivable ; yet it will 
not be complete till the Bod / is re- united to it, re- 
animated by it. — Then that will not only be reſcued 
from Corruption, but made like unto Chriſt's glorious 
Body, will be dignified with divine Approbation, and 
that before the fargeRt Aſſembly of Men and Angels; 
they will receive a Crown of Righteouſneſs, they will 
ſit on Thrones and judge the apoſtate Angels; they 
will then poſſeſs the Kingdom prepared for them from 
the Foundation of the World. 

What is ſaid of the Righteous may lead us to fome 
proper Conceptions with regard to the Wicked and 
their State—the one is the Reverſe of the other; as 
they were quite diſſimilar in their Life, in their Death 
they are equally different. If the Righteous are com- 
mitted to the Care of benevolent Angels, the Wicked, 
it is very probable, are abandoned to the Inſults and 
Rage of malevolent Spirits. If the Righteous are ad- 
mitted into Manſions of Bliſs, the Wicked are conſigned 
over to the Places of Horror and Torment, where is 
all the Miſery which is expreſſed by Weeping and 
Wailing ; all that Self-condemnation and Anguiſh, 
which is expreſſed by Gnaſhing of Teeth. If the 
Righteous enjoy the Calm of uninterrupted Trenquil- 
lity, and the Light of perpetual Sun- ſhine ; the Wick- 
ed are reſerved in Chains of Darkneſs unto. the Judg- 
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ment of the great Day. Wearied by their own ungo- 
vernable Paſſions, ſtung by eager but unſatisfied De- 
fires, haunted by a.ſtern upbraiding Conſcience, —In a 
Word, while the Righteous are looking for that bleſ- 
ſed Hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God, 
and their Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; they are trembling un- 
der the diſmal Apprehenſions of that dreadful Day, 
when Jeſus Chriſt ſhall be revealed in flaming Fire. 

I add only a Remark on that Text of St. John, to 
which we are ſo much obliged in this Enquiry, © Bleſ- 
ſed are the dead which die in the Lord,” &c.—The 
Lord muſt certainly fignify, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt — 
To die in him, muſt, I think, imply dying in his Faith, 
ſo as to be one with him; intereſted in his Mercy, te- 
newed by his Spirit, and conformed in ſome prevailing 
Degree to his Image. May this be the State of our 
Souls, while we Fre here, and when we depart 
hence. Then that will be fulfilled to our unſpeak- 
able and eternal Comfort, which is ſpoken by another 
Apoſtle, « To me to live is Chriſt, and to die is 
Gain.“ 

I am, 
Dear Sir, 
Yours ſincerely, 


Jauzs Henvey. 


LETTER LXVII. 


Dear Sir, : 

O UR Obſervations are perfectly juſt, and Dr. 
Dodadridge's Remarks are admirably judicious ; 
his Alterations are indeed excellent and charming, 
Oh ! may they be equally impreſſive on me, as I tranſ- 
cribe them, and on all that may hereafter read them 
Many moſt ſolid and valuable Corrections has the 
Doctor already made in my little Piece, but, in my 
Opinion, theſe are beyond them all ; I cannot but wiſh 
he had Leiſure, to have gone through the whole with 
his improving 1 as the Buſineſs of his 


Academy and Miniſtry is ſo various, and ſo important, 
I cannot 
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cannot prevail with myſelf to make ſuch a Requeſt ; 
J will try, and do the beſt I can, to proceed on the Plan 
which he has formed, and to follow ( magno licet inter- 
wallo ) the Example he has fet. Be ſo good as to make 
my moſt grateful Acknowledgments, let your 'Tongue 
ſpeak, for really my Pen cannot write, how greatly I 
am obliged to him. I will venture to turn, what was 
uſed formerly as an Imprecation, into a With and a 
Bleſſing on this Occaſion. © May God do fo to him 
and more alſo !” 

— O ! that our Writings may be accompanied with 
the bleſſed Spirit ; and that the Spirit of our Writings 
may be operative on our Hearts, and apparent in our 
Converſation | 

Ever yours while, 


J. Hexrver. 
LET TERLAXVIE. 
My dear Friend, Wefton, Saturday Morn. 


Thought of you in a particular Manner on Thar/- 
day, being the fad Anniverſary on which your late 
excellent Lady reſigned this Life ; and at the ſame 
Time I thought on thoſe tender Lines, 
Jamgue Dies, ni fallor adeſt; quem ſemper acerbum, 
Semper honoratum, fic Dii woluiftis, habebo 1. 
Virg. An. Lib. V. 
I cannot but take Notice of the Wiſdom and Piety 
of my favourite Poet, he teaches his Hero to reſolve 
all afflitive and dark Diſpenſations, into the gracious 
Will of God ; and to derive his Conſolation from this 
Belief, Sic Dii woluiftis, is a Sort of Imitation of the 
| un old Prieſt Eli, It is the Lord, let him do what 
eemeth him good. It is not much unlike the exem4 
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+ The Engl; of which ie“ Now the Day, if I 
« miſtake not, is at Hand, which (ſuch has been the 
* Will of Heaven) I ſhall always account a Day of 
* Sorrow, always a Day to be honoured.” 
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plary Acknowledgment of the Patriarch Job, The Lord 
2 and the Lord hath taken away, bleſſed be the 

ame of the Lord ! 

I am thankful for your Preſent of Yanierii Prædium 
Ruflicum. It is a very beautiful Piece: Uni Virgilio 
ſecundus, the moſt elegant and correct Latin Compoſi- 
tion, that I have met with among the Moderns. 

I have no Fault to find, and no Alteration to of- 
fer, with regard to the little Tract that you ſubmit to 
my Corre&ion.—But what ſhall J ſay, to my dear 
Friend ' himſelf ? Oh ! what Opportunities of doing 
Good, ſubſtantial and immortal Good, do you loſe, 
do you ſquander away ! Opportunities, that are flying 
from you upon the ſwifteſt Wings of Time; and when 
once gone, are never to be recovered.—I don't fo 
much as think of your neglecting Buſineſs ; but do, 
Jet the world ſee, that Buſineſs may be managed, 
great Buſineſs managed, and yet Chriſt and eternal 
Ages not forgot. Let men ſee, that the Comforts of 
Chriſtianity, the Privileges of the Goſpel, are ſo truly 
delightful, as to be the moſt effectual ſovereign Re- 
freſhment, under the Fatigues of a burthenſome Em- 
ploy. Thus doing, you would be a Credit and high 
Recommendation to Religion; and bleſſed would you 
be, if your Maſter, when he cometh ſhould find you ſo 
doing,—You will excuſe my Freedom ; and in Return, 
I will not ceaſe to pray, ** that the Love of Chriſt may 
conſtrain you.“ 2 Cor. v. 14. 

I am, | 
Affectionately, and 


Sincerely yours, 


J. HERvxx. 


LE T. 
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LETTER LXIX. 


My dear Friend, Tueſday Morn. 
W E LL might Dr. Doaddridge ſay, that in 
© Saurin's + Sermons, the Excellencies of 
„ Demoſthenes and Cicero were united.” —Never did 
] meet with any thing equal to the Paſſages which the 
Doctor was ſo obliging as to tranſlate, purpoſely to give 
me ſome Ideas of this celebrated Writer. —He feems 
to have underſtood the Gofpel well, and all the Powers 
of Oratorv were combined in him.—1 care ſay he 
preached from his Heart, and the Grace of God ac- 
companied his words.— If I have been ſo much affect- 
ed merely by this deſultory Tranſlation, how much 
more ſhould I be tranſported, was I (like you) ſuffici- 
ently ſkilled in the French Language to read the Ori- 
ginal itſelf. Saurin, it ſeems, was a Proteſtant, and I 
am told that in Holland, where he exerciſed his Mini- 
ftry, that the Streets were ſo crowded for ſeveral Hours 
before the Service began, that *twas very difficult to 
gain Admiſſion... s it not aſtoniſhing that the Sermons 
of ſo popular a Preacher, and io. eminent a Writer,. 
ſhould not as yet have been put into an Eng/i Dreſs ? 
hut this I preſume is owing to the Difficulty of doing 
FE to an Author of his extraordinary Genius.— 
am well aware that few are equal to ſuch an Under- 
taking, but if there was a ſpirited Tranſlation of theſe 
animating Sermons, publiſhed in weekly Numbers, 
they would be well received, and might, through the 
divine Bleſſing, be the Means of doing much good to 
the Community. 
I have been enabled, bleſſed for ever be God! to- 
perform my Office, and preach to a crouded Congre- 
gation, * Jeſus ſaid the third Time, Simon, Son of 


I 5 © Tonas, 


CO 


T Saurin's Sermons were originally wrote in French; 
—have paſſed through various Editions ;—are now 
printed in twelve octavo Volumes, and may be had at 
Faillant's in the Strand for two Guineas a Sett. 
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% Jonas, loveſt thou me?“ was the Text. O! that 
it may be the Power of God to the Salvation of the 
Hearers !—I hope, the Diſorder in my Head, and Pain 
in my Teeth, are not increaſed, though I felt the cold 
Air breathe upon my Face; for the Church was fo 
thronged, that it was not practicable to ſhut the Door. 
Oh ! for Faith in the almighty Guardian, the almighty 
Phyſician ! 

This, I preſume, will find you ſafely returned 
from London to your own Habitation ; but though 
come back to your reſting Place, yet more and more 
->" that we are but Strangers and Pilgrims on the 

artn. | 

I hope ere long to ſee you, at Wefton ; for I can 
aſſure you, my dear Sir, that amongſt the many, many 
Friends that dearly love you, no one can have a more 
affectionate Regard for you than 

Yours unalterably, 


JauEs Hervey. 
LETTER LXX 


My dear Friend, Saturday Morn. 
Have no Heart to take any Medicines. All but 
Chriſt is to me unprofitable ; bleſſed be God for 
Pardon and Salvation through his Blood: Let me 

preſcribe this Cordial for my dear Friend. 

May your Health be renewed as the Eagle's, though 
mine has long been fading as a Leaf! and may we 
both from our Hearts adore the Diſpenſations of our 
God and Saviour, which, though to us ward very dif- 
ferent, are in all Reſpects very good. 

We were drinking Tea Yeſterday ; and I heard one 
of the Company ſay, to whom you had given Biſho 
Wilfen on the Sacrament—T his is Dr. S**'s Gift. Oh! 
that God may give him, to eat the Fleſh, and drink 
the Blood of Chriſt ! and to live by Faith on the un- 
ſearchable Riches of a Redeemer !—Then we ſhall ere 
long, eat Bread and drink new Wine together, in the 
Kingdom of our Father, 

J have 
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I have not yet wrote to Biddeford; but the Affair you 
deſired me to enquire about, ſhall not be forgot when 1 
next write thither —Can you excuſe my dilatory Pro- 
ceeding ? Buſineſs, to my languid Spirits, is like the 
Sons of Anat f to the Jraelitiſs Spies, ſo forbidding 
and ſo formidable. . 

The Reaſons you urged, I have conſidered ; I really 
know not how to a&t.—May the unerring God vouch- 
ſafe to guide a poor Sinner. — Now, where is my Faith 
in that divine Promiſe, In all thy Ways acknowledge 
him, and he ſhall direct thy Paths? "Tis ſcarcely to 
much as a Grain of the ſmalleſt Seed, bleſſed Jeſus in- 
creaſe it in us both. 

—Do you, as you formerly did, commit your Way 
unto the Lord, and beſeech him to bring it to paſs? 
My dear Friend, let us look more unto God; for we 
have a Friend in the Court of Heaven ; we have 
an Advocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the righ- 
teous. 

Ever, and inviolably yours, while 


J. HE RVE. 


LETTER LXXL 


My dear Friend, 
OUR very kind Preſent is come to our Hands, 
and has made its Appearance, You gave me, as 

Theron ſays, Exaloyoo watowy. | 

All I can fav, is, may the Lord ſupply your every 
Need (both bodily and ſpiritual) according to his Riches 
in Glory by Chriſt Jeſus. | 

I am ſorry, my Brother wrote ſo warm a Letter to 

Mr. A—y about his Attempt to purchale the Cloſes at 
Weflen, which lie ſo commodious for us.— The World's 
Maxim is, Catch as catch can. But our Saviour's Di- 
rection is, Be anxious for nothing. Never fear, _ — 
al 


+ See Numb. xiit. 28. 


N 
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ſhall make a Shift without theſe Cloſes to paſs through 
the Wilderneſs, and arrive at the heavenly Canaan. 
Were not your Thoughts upon that eternal Home, 
when you attended Mr. 1s Corpſe tothe Tomb ? 
One of the Texts, to which I directed my People on 
Sunday was 2 Cor, v. 1. and which, J hope, the 
omnipreſent God is now impreſſing on thei: Conſcien- 
ces, and mixing with Faith. 

The elegant Paterculus I here return ; and the evan- 
gelical Marſball I recommend to your repeated Peru- 
ial. I wiſh you ſtudied him more, for then you would 
like him better than you ſeem to do at preſent ; you 
own there are many exeellent Directions in him; 
and thoſe Parts which you now think obſcure, would 
not appear ſo on a more intimate Acquaintance with the 
Author, 

I am glad to hear ſuch a Character of Mr. **, J hope 
you will be an Inſtrument in our Lord's Hand, of im- 
proving his valuable Diſpoſitions, of ripening the Man 
of Honour, into the Servant of Chriſt, —1 think Dr. 
Alen ſide F has, if not ſpoiled his Ode, much injured 
the Dignity and Beauty of his Sentiments, by writing 
in Spencer's Meaſure, and ſometimes in his drawling 
Stile.—“ While he doth Riot's Orgies haply Share.“ 
—PFor an Ode, where we expect all the Harmony 
of Numbers, and the higheſt Poliſh of Language, 
this Manner ſurely is improper.— I keep it a little 
longer, perhaps, it may pleaſe better on the ſecond 
Reading. . 

—] wiſh you and your Lady much Joy at Chrif- 
mas, or rather all Joy in Chriſt. He is come, he is 
come to judge the Earth ; to do that for enſlaved and 

Tuined Mankind, which the heroic judges of old did for 
Ifrath—to deliver them from Bondage, and eſtabliſh _ 
| them 


* — 2 


— TOI 


* We know that if our earthly Houſe of this 
Tabernacle were diſſolved, we have a Building of 
G.d, a Houſe not made with Hands, eternal in the 


Heavens. 
+ See Letter LIV. Page 126. 
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them in Peace. Is not this the Senſe of P/a/. xcvi. 11, 
12, 13.—Ah ! what pity ! that while ſo many Heroes 
are celebrated, Jeſus the Defire of Nations, and the 
Brightneſs of his Father's Glory, ſhould be totally diſ- 
regarded. Thou High and Holy One, fince Authors 
of Genius with-hold the Tribute of Praiſe, glorify thy 
Name by a Worm, by Impotence, by 


James Hexrvey. 


LETTER LXXIL 


Reverend and dear Sir, Wefton, June 7, 1759. 
O N'T you take it amiſs, that J have anſwer- 
ed your laſt kind Letter no ſooner! I have ſuch 

a Multiplicity of epiſtolary Engagements, and ſuch a 

oor Pittance of Strength, that | cannot be ſo punctual 
in my Acknowledgments, as my Friends may expect, 
and as I myſelf wiſh, 

You deſired to ſee Mr. Boy/e's Letter to me :— I 
here incloſe it; and it ſhould have been ſent to you 
earlier, but I could not find it amidſt the ' confuſed 
Heap of my Papers till Yeſlerday.—I am very ſorry 
to hear he is ſo ill, as there is little Probability 
of expecting any Thing further from his maſterly 
Pen,—T really think his little Poem, intiiled Deity, 
(in which he is not unmindiu] of the great Redeem- 
er) is as uſeful and fine a Piece F of Poetry as moſt 
in the Engliſb Language.—l ſo much admire it, that 
I-have inſenſibly as it were got it by Heart. God 
grant that it may be influential on every Reader. 

I was reading the other Day a curious Book written 
by Mr. Fleming, and intitled, The Fulfilling of the 
Scriptures complete; in which I met with a! valuable 
Quotation from Luther's Letter to Melanchtbon who 
was then in much Anguiſh on the apparent Hazards 
of thoſe Times. * It this (ſays Luther) be the Cauſe 
of God, and not of Man, then all the Burthen ſhould 


be 


CO 


+ See Letter XXXVIII. Page 133, Vor. I. 
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be caſt on him. Why doſt thou afflict and torment 
thyſelf, ſeeing God hath given his Son for us ? Why 
do we tremble or fear! Will he forſake ug in ſmaller 
Things, who hath given us ſo great a Gift ?—Is Satan 
ſtronger than God ?—Should we fear the World, 
which Chriſt has overcome ? If the Cauſe we contend 
for be not the Truth, let us change ; but if the Cauſe 
be holy and juſt, why do we not credit the Promiſe 
and Faithfulneſs of God.—It is certain Satan can reach 
no farther than this preſent Life, but Chriſt reigneth for 
ever, under whoſe Protection the Truth now is, he 
will not fail to be with us unto the End.—If he be not 
with us, I beſeech you tell me where he ſhall be found ? 
— If we be not of his Church, do you think that the 
Biſhop of Rome and our Adverſaries are of it? We are 
indeed Sinners, but Chriſt is true, whoſe Cauſe we 
have in Hand; which he has hitherto maintained 
without our Counſel, and ſo he will do unto the 
End.—Mr. Fleming then juſtly obſerves, that Lu- 
ther reſted on Chriſt, when all viſible Props broke un- 
der him, | 

What animating Conſiderations are theſe under all 
the Diſcouragements we may meet with in our miniſte- 
rial Labours ? — How does the Work of the Lord proſ- 

t in your Hand? May you be in this Reſpect as a 
F uitful Bough by the Wall ; may your People fit under 
your Shadow with great Delight, and your Fruit be 
ſweet unto them | 


Jam, 
Yours, Oe. 


J. Eexver. 


The 
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The following is a genuine Copy of Mr. Boy/e's 
21 + Letter to Mr. Herwey. 


Reverend and dear Sir, 

OR your tender Admonitions and excellent 
6 Advice, I am truly indebted to you ; as they 
« diicover a generous and compaſſionate Concern for 
« my better Part.— I bleſs God I have reaſon to hope, 
* that great Work is not to do; for of all the Marks 
& of Intatuation I know amongſt Men, there can be 
„none equal to that of truſting to a Death-bed Re- 
„ pentance. | 

A do not pretend to vindicate my own Conduct 
* nor can I ever forget the very Chriſtian Senſe of my 
Condition and Misfortunes which (notwithſtanding 
„all my Miſbehaviour) you have ſo pathetically ex- 
“ preſſed.— The Follies of my Youth have furniſhed 
a plentiful Harveſt of Reflection for my latter Years, 
* as I have been now for a long Time in a manner 
* buried from the World, fo it has been my endeavour 
* to ſpend that Time in lamenting my paſt Errors, and 
« jn purſuing a Courſe of Life void of Offence towards 
God and Man. 

] have learnt to truſt in God as my only Portion, 
to bleſs him for his Fatherly CorreQions,*which 
* have been much gentler than my Demerit ; and by 
* which I have been taught to know him and myſelf ; 
his infinite Mercy and Goodneſs ; my own Ingrati- 
© tude and Unworthineſs, ſo that I may truly ſay with 
the returning Prodigal.“ Father, I have ſinned a- 
“ gainſt Heaven, and againſt thee, and am not worthy 
* to be called thy Son. | 

10 My 


cc 
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+ Mr. Boy/e died ſoon after he wrote this Let- 
ter to Mr. Hervey. —His Poem intitled Dezty, paſ- 
ſed through ſeveral Editions, and was printed 
2 Roberts in Warwick Lane. Price One Shil- 
ing. | 
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« My Health is in a very precarious State ; and the 
% greateſt hopes of Recovery I have (which are very 
« ſmall) ariſe from warm Weather and the Country 


1 I thank God I am abſolutely reſigned 
* to his holy and bleſſed Will. I have ſeen enough 
« of the Vanity and Folly of earthly Things, and how 
„ inſufficient they are to ſatisfy the Deſires of an im- 
% mortal Soul. I am ſenſible of my own Wretched- 
„ neſs and Nothingneſs, and that my only Hope of 
Salvation is thro' that bleſſed Redeemer, who died 
« to ſave loſt Sinners. — This is my Rock of Hope a- 
« gainſt an approaching Eternity. "Yea 

„ May you long, Sir, taſte thoſe true and unfading 
« Pleaſures, which attend the Practice of Religion and 
« Virtue ; and may you, by your ſhining Example, be 
« a means of turning many to Righteouinel This is 
the ſincere and ever grateful Wiſh of 

* Your moſt obliged, and 
© Faithful Servant, 


« $. Boyſe.” 
LETTER IXXIII. 


Degr Sir, | 
T* E following is an Extract of a Letter, wrote 
b 


y a young Creature, labouring under an incura- 
ble Diſtemper, and languiſhing in the near Approaches 
of Death. {Ys 

* an at this Time more happy than Tongue can ex- 
« preſs, Never did I feel ſo much of the lowe of Chrift 
« ſhed abroad in my Heart, as now. He has given me 
« full afſurance that he has out of Love to my Soul caſt 
« all my Sins behind his Back, (Iſaiah xxxviii. 17.)— 
And oh ] why need I fear Death, when the Sting is 
« taken away? — No ! though I am a Sinner, yet 1 
% have an Advocate with the Father: and though 
« evhile I continue in this wile Body, I fear, I fhall 
« too often grieve him, yet is his Love flill the ſame; 
« which makes me abhor myſelf, that ever I ſhould fin 
% againſ! ſo kind, ſo compaſſionate a Saviour,” 4 
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See by TH1s how the Poor receive, how the Poor 
believe, and how the Poor adorn the Goſpel of God 
our Saviour. Tuis has indeed no great Authority to 
dignify it, no Flowers of Eloquence to recommend it; 
nothing but the tranſparent Sincerity, and the native 
Sublimity of its Piety. It breathes however the very 
Spirit which I long to attain ; and though it comes 
from a Perſon in low Life and of no Education, yet I 
believe very few, even amongſt the Names of higheſt, 
Diſtinction for Wit, Genius, and Learning, will be able 
in the ſame Circumſtances, to exerciſe the ſame Magna- 
nimity of Mind.—I am, 

| Yours, Ce. 


LETTER LXXIV. 


My dear Friend, 

Truly ſympathiſe with you in all your Calamities ; 
but to be afflicted more or leſs is the common Lot 

of God's People ; and it is frequently their Fate to be 
exerciſed with frowning Providence, in a remarkably 
rom Manner,,-Under ſuch Circumſtances we 
ould ſuggeſt ſoft Hints of Admonition, with the ſame 
friend! ä as actuated the Prophet Jeremiah, 
when he addreſſed this Exhortation to his Countrymen, 
Let us ſearch and try our Ways, and, if weate ſound 
Delinquents, turn again unto the Lord, Lament. ili. 
4— We ſhould likewiſe comfort each other by obſerv- 
ing that God, who heareth Prayer, has Bowels of 
everlaſting Compaſſion, and does not willingly afflict 
the Sons of Men ; that this adorable God has given his 
all glorious Son to be a bleeding Sacrifice for our Sins; 
and that if he with-held not his Son, his/only Son, 
but delivered him up for us all, how ſhall he not alſo 
with him freely give us all Things ?—All Things that 
pertain to Life and Godlineſs ; to Subſiſtence here, and 
Salvation for ever—Prompted by the infinite Benignity 
of his Nature, and engaged by his inviolable Promiſe, 
he never faileth thoſe that ſeek him.— O! how ready 
is he to give his Holy Spirit ! to give all Happineſs to 


thoſe that with an humble Sincerity will apply to him; 
infini- 
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_ infinitely more ready than we are to give our Children 

a Morſel of Bread to ſave them from perifhing with 
Hunger.—Theſe are indeed comfortable Conſiderati- 
ons, and are the ſtrongeſt Reaſons, why we ſhould 
SY be making our Requeſts known unto 


SEO 

I fear Mr. Sm— is a very bad Man, and too juſt- 
ly deſerves the Name you give him. —Labourers I am 
told are diſtreſſed by his neglecting to pay them; 
which I can aſſure you very much grieves me, nor is it 
in my Power to redreſs them: I wiſh it was they 
ſhould ſoon ſee what it is to have to do with one, 
* who nameth the Name of Chriſt.” 2 Tim. ii. 19. 

Pleaſe to lend me Dr. Squire*s Indifference for Religi- 
on inexcuſeable, I mightily like the Title of it—He 
bears ſo good a Character both as a Scholar and a 
Man, that I hope it will be an Antidote againſt the 
faſhionable and growing Indifference to Religion. 

Did you ever ſee a Shilling Poem intitled, The Battle 
of the Sexes ? "Tis wrote in the Spirit of Spenſer, and 
is indeed one of the prettieſt Things I ever met with. 
—But it is very evident that the Author has taken his 
Plan from Fletcher's Purple land T. The celebrated 
Pitt of New College, who tranſlated Virgil and Vida, 
has wrote a complimentary Copy of Verſes, which are 
prefixed ; a Specimen of which I have here ſelected to 
ſhew you the Nature of it. 


„What Muſe but your's ſo juſtly could diſplay, 

« 'Th' embattl'd Paſſions marſhall'd in Array? 

« Bid the rang'd Appetites in Order move, 

« Give Luft a Figure, and a Shape to Lowe ? 

% To airy Notions ſolid Forms diſpenſe ! 

% And make our Thoughts the Images of Senſe A ; 
40 1 A 


— 


1 


+ See the fifty firſt Letter in this Volume. - Com- 
pare ſeveral of the perſonified Virtues and Vices de- 
picted by Fletcher in his Purple Iſland, (Canto vi. to 
Canto xii.) with ſome of thoſe drawn by the Author 
of the Battle of the Sexes. 
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% Diſcover all this rational Machine, | . 
And ſhow the Movements, Springs, and Wheel 


© within,” 


As I was looking yeſterday at my Preface to the new 
Edition of 7 enks's Meditations, J obſerved in the Ca- 
talogue of his Works, that, either through my own 
or the Printer's Negligence, two little Pieces are omit- 
ted ; one of them 1s Yis Serious Thoughts on the won- 
derful God; which is very uſeful in aſſiſting us to form 
proper Notions of the divine Perfections: The other is 

his G/orious Victory of Chaſtity, exemplified in Joſepb's 
hard Conflict, and happy Eſcape.— Tis Pity that this 
little Piece is not more regarded by Parents, as tis per- 
haps che beſt Thing of its Size, ever wrote on the 
Subject, and ought to be put into the Hands of all 
young People; for, as St. Auguſtin juſtly obſerves, 
Inter ommia Certamina Chriftianor um duriora ſunt Prælia 
Caſlitatis z nam ibi continua Pugna, & rara Victoria +. 
If another Edition of 7 enks's Meditations ne 1 

| ee 
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Ihe Price of Jenli's Victory of Chaſtity is a Shil- 
ling only ; and very fit for thoſe who have little Lei- 
ſure for Reading ; but the completeſt Treatiſe of this 
Kind is the be Oftervald's on Uncleanneſs ; 
wherein the Nature of it is conſidered, the Cauſes and 
Conſequences of it ; and likewiſe the Duties of ſuch 
as are under the Guilt of it: To which is added, a 
Diſcourſe concerning the Nature of Chaſtity, and the 
Means of obtaining it. Price four Shillings. This 
was the ſame Oftervald who wrote the Treatiſe con- 
cerning the Cauſes of the Corruption of Chriftians and its, 
Remedies, which Biſhop Burnet ordered his Chaplain to 
tranſlate from the original French into Englih, 

+ The Meaning of which is, © Amidſt all the vari- 
* ous and ſharp Encounters in the Chriſtian Warfare, 
„the Attacks on our Chaſtity are perhaps the moſt 
formidable, as the Combat is ſtrenuous and laſting ; 
* a complete Victory being rarely obtained,” How 


much 
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demanded ; and if it ſhould pleaſe God to rake me to 
himſelf before that Time, I here deſire the Favour of 
you to ſee, that theſe two little Tracts be inſerted in 
the Catalogue of Mr. 7enks's Writings, given in my 
Preface to that Book by, | 

Your ever affectionate, &fc. 


Janes Hervey. 


LETTER LXXV. 


Dear Sir, 8 Auguſt 13. 1756. 
Eſterday I received the Favour of your Lettet— 
was ſurpriſed to find you ſo near me ; and grieved 
to hear of the Occaſion, Oh! that both of us may 
be enabled io caſt all our Care upon the Almighty ! for 
ſurely he who gave —not an Arch-Angel—not a 
World—but himſelf. his moſt bleſſed Self for our 
Sins—-ſurely he careth for us, | 
Yes, dear Sir; I think from — very Heart, that 
the grand Controverſy which the King of Heaven has 
with our Nation, is for our prevailing Contempt of his 
moſt adorable Son Jeſus Chriſt, A Gift, compared 
with which every Thing in Earth or Sky, is lighter 
than Duſt upon the Scale, A Gift, by which an om- 
nipotent and eternal God not only demonſtrates, but 
commands his Love, Matchleſs then and unſpeaka- 
ble muſt it be! See ! how the Prophet 1/aiah ex- 
ults and triumphs in this glorious Gift, With an Ar- 
dour of Gratitude, and with a Tranſport of Delight, 
he cries; To us a Child is born; to us a Son is gi- 
ven ; in whoſe Perſon is a Dignity, and in whoſe 
Righteouſneſs an Efficacy, infinitely ſurpaſſing the 
Power of Thought. And ſhould not ſuch a Gift P 
the 


-much therefore does it behove us, to call in every 
Auxiliary, and to put on the complete Armour of God, 
that we may be able to ſtand againſt the Wiles of the 
Devil—sSee the fifth Edition of Gurnall's Chriſtian Ar- 
mour, and Epheſ. vi. 11. _ 
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the darling Topick of our Converſation ; be the avow- 
ed Glory and the general Joy of our Nation? yet, 
ſtrange to tell ! afflitive to oblerve ! this divinely ex- 
cellent Gift is forgot, is rejected, or treated with the 
moſt cold Indifference. Where are the People, who 
mention it, or can bear to hear it mentioned in their 
Company ? Inſtead of being in Raptures at the Sound, 
are they not diſguſted and chagrined ? —And does 
not God behold all this? Did he ever receive ſo hor- 
rid an Affront, or is it poſſible for his Creatures to act 
a more contumelious and diſdainful Part? But 
whither am I running ?—Pardon me, dear Sir, Par- 
don my full Heart my wounded Heart which 

has concurred to aggravate this crying Iniquity 
O! that its invariable Language, for the future, may 
be; God forbid, that I ſhould glory, or rejoice, 
or confide, ſave in the Croſs of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord: 
In him I have Pardon of my Sins; in him 1 have 
Peace with God; in him I have eternal Life. There- 
fore ** him firſt, him laſt, him midſt, and without 
„End,“ + will I remember, acknowledge, cele- 
brate, 

Now you are come fo far, could you not make a 
little farther Excurſion ? Could not you favour us 
with your Company at We/fon ? where you would find 
a plain Houſe and a faithful Heart open to receive 
you. — I have no News from the literary World; 
and my Orders to my Bookſeller are few - But having 
Occaſion to write, not long ago, to Amſterdam, I ſent 
for all my favourite Author's Works: Witfius I mean; 
the polite and pious Vitſius.— My Bookſeller is re- 
printing, in two Volumes at my Defire Jent-s Medi- 
tations ; which I propoſe to recommend by a prefatory 
Addreſs to the Publick.—Let me ſoon hear from you, 


if I cannot ſee you. And may your Letter be in every 
Senſe an Evangeliſt. | 143634 


Ever yours, while 


James HERrvery. 


.+ Milton. | Li. 
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LETTER LXXVT. 


|  Wefton-Favell, April 28. 1757. 
HAT has my dear Friend been ſpeaking tor 
the Honour of Hin, who ſaved his Life from 
Deſtruction ? How are you ? How is your Lady 
after your great Fright “, and greater Deliverance ?— 
Calm, now, I truft, and no Emotions in your Mind, 
but of Gratitude to the great Preſerver of Men, who 
kept all your Bones, ſo that not one of them is 
broken. | 
Now, I hope, you will be ſteadily and uniformly 
ſerious. You ſee, God warns you, yet ſpares you. 
To others, he has appointed ſuch Dangers as befel 
you yeſterday, to be the Meſſenger of Death ; to you 
be has deſigned them only as an Admonition of Love; 
hear then your PxEsERVER's Voice. Trifle no longer 
with Chriſt and his Salvation; be zealous, I mean 
diſcreetly zealous, for your Saviour, and, for that 
Gofpel, which you underſtand better than moſt of our 
Clergymen——How can you refuſe to ſpeak boldly for 
* ſuch a Maſter, -and to devote yourſelf to his Service in 
earneſt, who forgives all your Backſlidings, watches 
over you with ſuch tender Compaſſion, and warrs— 
yea, WAITS to be GRAC1OUS UNTO YOU, 

11 | My 


—— 


* 2 


ay 4. A. 


* The Gentleman was driving his Wife in a one 
Horſe Chair, when the Horſe ſuddenly took Fright, 
and flung his. hinder Leg over one of the Shafts, juſt by 
the Side of a very deep Ditch ; being thus entangled, 
and a high mettled Horſe, he kicked with all imagina- 
ble Fury, and ſeveral Times his Hoofs came within a 
HFair's Breadth of their Heads: They called in 
vain on their Servant who had loitered behind, and 
they muſt both have inevitably been daſhed to Pieces, 
had not the Horſe by the Violence of his Kicking, 
broke the Harneſs, Bar, and Shafts, and thus fortu- 
nately diſentang|-d himſelf. —This Accident happened 
near Mr. Herwey's Houſe ; to which they then went. 
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My dear Friend, may the Lord Jeſus turn us both 
to himſelf, who is our Refuge, our Salvation, and all 
our Hope ; who ſhould be our Boaſt, our Triumph, 
and all our Joy. 

I long to ſee your amiable Friend the Reverend Mr. 
Dyer's Poem on the Fleece —] ſuppoſe he will make 
you a preſent of it.— When you have done with it, 
pleaſe to ſend it me. —I hear it is to be fold at five 
Shillings, which I cannot afford to give for it. 

In your laſt Letter you aſked me for two Guineas 
out of my Charity Purſe, for our very deſerving and 
very diltrefſed Friend.— Indeed it is quite exhauſted, 
—nay I don't think I have a fingle Guinea in the 
World, even for my own Ule ; though I forbear every 
unneceſſary Expence, and want many of the little Con- 
veniences of Life, that I may be enabled io ſuccour 
the worthy Servants of Chriſt, —I have agreed to go 
halves with Nivington in the Profits of my Book, and 
I always make it a Maxim, hot to give till I have got- 
ten—Be juſt, before you are generous is your own 
Rule too,—If the Lord pleaſes to proſper my Work, I 
will very readily communicate to the Comfort of ſuch 
worthy Objects as you may think proper to recom- 
mend to the Charity of, my dear Friend, | 


Yours, very affectionately, 


9 


Jaues HERVEx. 


. — 4 


— * W 


7 
* The Fleece is an elegant and correct Poem in four 
Books, written by Mr. Dyer, who publiſhed the cele- 
brated Poem on the Ruins of Rome, at which' Place he 
lived many Years. He was originally a Painter, and 
afterwards Rector of Cathrop in Leiceſterſhire —He was 
near twenty Years in writing the Fleece. 


—_— 
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LETTER LXXVI. 


 Wiefton-Favell, April 28. 1757. 
HAT has my dear Friend been ſpeaking tor 
the Honour of Hi, who ſaved his Life from 
Deſtruction ? How are you ? How is your Lady 
after your great Fright *, and greater Deliverance ?— 
Calm, now, I truft, and no Emotions in your Mind, 
but of Gratitude to the great Preſer ver of Men, who 
kept all your Bones, ſo that not one of them is 
broken. LF 

Now, I hope, you will be fteadily and uniformly 
ſerious. You ſee, God warns you, yet ſpares you. 
To others, he has appointed ſuch Dangers as befel 
you yeſterday, to be the Meſſenger of Death; to you 
he has deſigned them only as an Admonition of Love; 
hear then your PREsERVER's Voice, Trifle no longer 
with Chriſt and his Salvation; be zealous, I mean 
diſcreetly zealous, for your Saviour, and, for that 
Gofpel, which you underſtand better than moſt of our 
Clergymen How can you refuſe to ſpeak boldly for 
* ſuch a Maſter, and to devote yourſelf to his Service in 
earneſt, who forgives all your Backſlidings, watches 
over you with ſuch tender Compaſſion, and warrs— 
yea, WAITS to be GRAC10US UNTO YOU, 1 

| y 


* * > = 


ks A CR 


* The Gentleman was driving his Wife in a one 
Horſe Chair, when the Horſe ſuddenly took Fright, 
and flung his. hinder Leg over one of the Shafts, juſt by 
the Side of à very deep Ditch ; being thus entangled, 
and a high mettled Horſe, he kicked with all imagina- 
ble Fury, and ſeveral Times his Hoofs came within a 
Fair's Breadth of their Heads: They called in 
vain on their Servant who had loitered behind, and 
they muſt both have inevitably been daſhed to Pieces, 
had not the Horſe by the Violence of his Kicking, 
broke the Harneſs, Bar, and Shafts, and thus fortu- 
nately diſentangl-d himſelf. —This Accident happened 
near. Mr, Hervey's Houſe ; to which they then went. 
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My dear Friend, may the Lord Jeſus turn us both 
to himſelf, who is our Refuge, our Salvation, and all 
our Hope ; who ſhould be our Boaſt, our Triumph, 
and all our Joy. 

I long to ſee your amiable Friend the Reverend Mr. 
Dyer's Poem on the Fleece —I ſuppoſe he will make 
you a preſent of it.— When you have done with it, 
pleaſe to ſend it me. —I hear it is to be fold at five 
Shillings, which I cannot afford to give for it. 

In your laſt Letter you aſked me for two Guineas 
out of my Charity Purſe, for our very deſerving and 
very diſtreſſed Friend. —Indeed it is quite exhauſted, 
—nay I don't think I have a ſingle Guinea in the 
World, even for my own Ule ; though I forbear every 
unneceſſary Expence, and want many of the little Con- 
veniences of Life, that 1 may be enabled to ſuccour 
the worthy Servants of Chriſt, —I have agreed to go 
halves with Rivington in the Profits of my Book, and 
I always make it a Maxim, not to give till I have got- 
ten—Be juſt, before you are generous is your own 
Rule too,. — If the Lord pleaſes to proſper my Work, I 
will very readily communicate to the Comfort of ſuch 
worthy Objects as you may think proper to recom- 
mend to the Charity of, my dear Friend, 


Vours, very affeQionately, 


. * 


James Hervey, 


— 


The Fleece is an elegant and correct Poem in four 
Books, written by Mr. Dyer, who publiſhed the cele- 
brated Poem on the Ruins of Rome, at which Place he 
lived many Years. He was originally a Painter, and 
afterwards Rector of Cathrop in Leiceſter ſoire — He was 
near twenty Years in writing the Fleece. 
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LETTER LXMXVII. 


Dear Sir, 
R. Moſes Browne * has, I think, thirteen Chil- 
dren. One is ſettled in the World; and a 
Friend of his has taken another for his Clerk, Gratis. 
— We propoſe to put out one of his Daughters to 
ſome decent Buſineſs ; by which ſhe may Riva the 
Means of getting her Livelihood. —He has been at a 
great Expence, poor Man! by the Sickneſs of his Fa- 
mily.— Vour Contribution on this Occaſion will be 
acceptable. Dr. has offered to augment the Col- 
lection; and Mr. *** ] am ſure, will readily add his 
_— Aſſiſtance, eſpecially if you recommend the 
Caſe. 

We are in daily Expectation of our Friend H. 
J wiſh, you could make up the Triumvirate of the 
Gueſts, At all our ſocial Interviews, our News is 
fetched from the Bible; Chriſt is the Monarch, and 
Heaven the Country, on. which we diſcourſe; O ! 
that I may be enabled to improve theſe precious Op- 
portunities ! Not be like Pharaoh's lean Kine, deſti- 
tute of Growth, tho* crammed with Plenty! — My 
Flock would have been peculiarly delighted, to have 
heard your Voice in the Pulpit; they would have 
hung on your Lips; and l verily believe, the Words 
would not have been in vain in the Lord. There's no 

xpedient ſo eff ectual to warm our Hearts as an unte- 


. mitted Endeavour to awaken the Love of a bleeding 


Saviour in the Brealt of others. 


— — 


— 


The Reverend Mr, Moſes Browne (the Author of 
Sunday Thoughts, and various other Pieces) is now 
Vicar of Olney in Buckinghamfbir, the Revenue of 
which is about fifty Pounds, being his only Income; 
and he above fifty Years old. See in Letter LVIII. 
Vol. I. Mr. Herwey's Opinion of him and his Writing; 
even before the Commencement of their Intimacy. 


URL 1 © | 
1 am truly grieved at the Account of yourſelf. You 
know who has ſaid, I will heal their Backſlidings and 
love them freely; and dare we by giving way to Un- 
belief make the- God of Truth a Liar? Hear the 
Words of the Lord ſpoke by Feremiah, Ch. iii. 12. 
Return thou Backſliding rae}, and I will not cauſe 
mine Anger to fall upon you, only acknowledge thine 
Iniquities which thou halt tranſgreſſed againſt the 

Lord thy God, Tt n 
Recommend Jents's Victory of Chriſtianity to Mr. 
, and tell him that though the Luſts of the Fleſh 
are invetergte Enemies, yet three Methods may be 
preſcribed for a Victory over them. 1. A believing 


Application of the Redeemer's Death. The Saints in 


Glory, once Men of like Paſſions with ourſelves, over- 
came through the Blood of the Lamb; he bare our 
Sins in his own Body on the Tree, that we being 
dead unto Sin, might live unto Righteouſneſs. _ 2: An 
habitual Reliance on the Spirit of God. If ye, through 
che Spirit, do mortify the Deeds of the Body, ye 
ſhall lire. Chriſt by his Spirit acts on our depraved, 


ome Hearts, as a Refiner's Fire, and as Fuller's 
0 


ap. 3. An Improvement of the divine Promiſes. 
God has given unto us exceeding great and precious 
Promiſes ; that by theſe we might be Partakers of a 
divine Nature, having eſcaped- the Corruption that is 
in the World through Luft. | ** 
Theſe tell Mr. *** to lay up in his Memory; on 
theſe let him meditate; and plead them before our 
heavenly Father in frequent, frequent Prayer. And 
then let him be of good Comfort, the Hleſſing of Gad 
will be his Portion. Gad, a Troop ſhall overcome 
him, but he ſhall overcome at the laſt. See Gen. xlix. 


19. | 
Our dear Friend preſents his Love; and wiſhes 
you may be very zealous for the Lord God of Hoſts. 
ou have conſtantly. an Intereſt in my belt Pray- 
ers, but I am utterly unworthy to approach the im- 
maculate Purity and infinite Holineſs of the great God; 
yet bleſſed be his adorable Name for Jetus Chriſt. 
h! let us fly to Chriſt. Turn ye to this ſtrong 
Vor. IN. E Hold, 


* 
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Hold, ye Priſoners of Hope. Let us. caſt, our every 

Burthen upon the Lord Redeemer; have Acceſs in- 
to the Holieſt through his precious Blood; and truſt 
in his ever acceptable, Interceſſign ;. for he intercedes 

(delightful Truth ) he intercedes for TAA NSG R ESSO KG. 
| Gr „een e 

| | Janes HE RVE. 


IE TT ER ILXXVIII. 


rere * n 
R. Hayward and Mr. Pyke's Caſes of Conſcience 
are printed in two Volumes, the firſt of which 
J here ſend you. I return you Smellet's Hiftory of Eng- 
land, and Weft's Pindar, with Thanks. How empty 
all theſe polite Pieces appear, compared with the fa- 
cred Page ! may this delight our Taſte, for this alone 
can comfort our Heart. What I propoſed to write 
relating to the Subject of Viſiting on Sundays *, was 
executed the Beginning of laſt Week: Yet to ſay the 
Truth J am in ſome Meaſure backward to propagate 
and enforce it ; becauſe till People begin to taſte 
ſomething of the Love of God, and find Delight in 
Chriſt Jeſus, ſuch Truths I doubt will only (tartle, 
and make them dread Religion as burdenſome. 

Thanks for the Veniſon. We cannot drefs it 
To-day. All my Family are to be at Court this Morn- 
ing: The King of Heaven has ſent poſitive Orders, 
and will not excuſe either Man-Servant or Maid-Ser- 
vant. Won't you give us your Company in the After- 
noon ? when Mr.“ performs the whole Service at 
my Church, I fancy you will not be diſappointed nor 
| unedified; he ſeems to have a ready Utterance, a very 
good Voice, and a ferverit Zeal for the Honour of 
Chriſt ; may the Arrow of the Goſpel go forth from 
his Lips as the Lightning 1——T hope, you will bring 
your Wife with you; ſuch lively Preaching as I ex- 
pect, may be a Bleſſing to both of you.——Oh 1 nt 

ri 


"cy. J 


Mr. Herwey's Confiderations on the prevailing Cuſtom 
of viſiting on Sundays, are printed in the fame Volume 
with his Sermons. | S 
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Chriſt may guide us with his Counſel, and warm us 
with his Love—make us uſeful in our Generation, 
and meet for his heavenly Kingdom. . | | 

Why does our Friend talk of not accepting“ be- 
cauſe it is a paultry Living ? Surely he would not 
reckon that a paultry Thing, which gave him an Op- 
portunity of preaching Chriſt, and winning Souls. If 
he did, he would not be able to ſay, with a certain 
Miniſter now in Glory, I ſeek not yours, but you.” 
be bleſſed Hope of that Glory, is enough, is 
enough; Lord ſtrengthen it, brighten it, increaſe it, 
ever more and more, —Oh !- that Miniſters may work 
for their dying Lord, while they have Health ; re- 
membering, that Sickneſs may confine them to their 
Chamber, and Death will impriſon them in the Grave. 
God Almighty gives us Courage, that we may fight the 
good Fight of Faith and Prudence, that we may not 
diſhonour our high Calling: E're long Eternity re- 
ceives us, and then we reſt from our Labours : Then 
we forget our tranſient Toil, amidſt innumerable Ages 
of Perfection, and Glory, and Joy. For all this, 
not unto us, O Lord Jelus, not unto. us, but unto thy, 
Love, thy Righteouſneſs, thy Interceſſion be the 
Praiſe ! 

— What fay you to my late well-meant Admoni- 
tion ? You are not offended, I hope, We muſt be 
faithful to each other, or elle how can we expect to 
meet with Comfort, at the great Tribunal ; to meet 
with Tranſport, amidſt the Angels of Light ? 

have not heard from Biddeford ; as ſoon as I re- 
ceive Information, it ſhall be communicated to you. 
And may the Lord fulfil that Promiſe to us; both; I 
will inform thee, and teach thee, in the Way where- 
in thou ſhalt go. ts Fat, 
Pray have you got Dr. Armſirong's Poem on 
Health? It is highly extolled by Mr. Varton the 
Tranſlator of Virgil, as a moſt correct and (which 
with him ſeems to comprehend all Excellency) a claſ- 
ſical Performance. I ſhould like to peep upon it by 
way of Amuſement ; for as to the Bleſſing it celebrates, 
I expeCt it not, till this vile Body is made like unto. 

2 1 K 2 Chriſt's 
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Chriſt's glorious Body ; bleſſed be God for this de- 
_ lightful Hope; may it every Day be brighter in you, 


and brighter in - | 
i Your moſt affectionate 
Jamzs Hervey. 


LETTER LXXIX. 


Rew. and dear Sir, Weflon- Favell, Nov. 7, 1758. 

I Should be very ungrateful, if I did not thank you 
for your late Preſent; and for the many obliging 
Things you are pleaſed to ſay of me and my Writings 
in your valuable Letter.—I hope they'll be ſucceſsful 
Advocates for the Furtherance of the Goſpel; and I 
am very ſorry to hear by you, as well as from ſeveral 
other of my Correſpondents in Scotland, that the Gen- 
tlemen of Letters in that Kingdom are deplorably gone 
off from the Simplicity and Truth of the Scriptures, 
and that the Socinian Tenets are gaining ground apace. 
I could wiſh, methinks, at this critical JunQure 
that Alſop's Anti Sozzo, which made its firſt Appear- 
ance 


— — 1 3 2 


 ® Anti-Sozzo, or againſt Socinus (Fauflus) a Native 
of Sienna, whoſe Italian Name was Sozzo. He 
wrote a Book about 1575, intitled De Fe/u Chrifto 
Servatore, and died 1604; but his SeQ was far from 
dying with him. He held, that the Arian had 
given too much to Jeſus Chriſt ; and aſſerted that he 
was mere Man, and had no Exiſtence before Mary. 
le denied that the Holy Ghoſt was a Diſtinct Per- 
ſon, and alledged that the Name of God given to 
Feſus Chriſt ſignifies no more than that God the Fa- 
ther had given him à ſovereign Power over all his 
Creatures; and that in Conſequence of this Privilege 
Men and Angels ought to adore him. He denied 
the Redemption of Chriſt, affirming that what he 
did for Men, was only to give them a Pattern of he- 
roic Virtue and to his Doctrine by his hy 

4 . e 
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ance in 1675, was judiciouſly abridged ; and in the 
neat Glaſgow Type, reprinted in a duodecimo Volume 


—though 


— 


He held likewiſe other pernicious and erroneous Te- 


nets ; which are too tedious here to mention 


In the Reign of King Charles the Second, theſe doci- 
nian Tenets were gaining ground in England, when 
Mr. Alſep one of the wittieſt, as well as one of the 
beſt of Men in that Age, wrote this Book which he 
called Anti-Sozzo, in . Oppoſition to the fundamen- 
tal Errors then maintained by ſome eminent Divines, 
and in Vindication of the great Truths of the Goſpel. 
His own Words extracted from his Preface to that 
Work (which he ſigned N. V. merely to avoid the 
Diſcovery of his true Name) are as follow. * If the 


1 
10 


Socinians oppoſe, every true Chriſtian ſhould de- 
fend the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, for the Diſpute is 
not now. about Decency and Order ; about Fringes 
and PhylaQteries ; about the Tything of Mint, 
Anife and Cummin ; but about the . of 
the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt's Life, and the Sacri- 
hce of his Death, upon our Acceptance with God, 
about the Intereſt of the bleſſed Spitit in the glo- 
rious Work of the new Creation; whether Chriſt 
be a proper Prieſt, or not? Whether as a Prieſt 
he offered himſelf as a proper Sacrifice to God, 
or not? Whether God and Man are reconciled, 
and we redeemed from the Curſe of the Law 
the Blood of Jeſus or not? - Whether we are juſti- 
hed before the juſt and holy God by our own 
Righteouſneſs, or by the Righteouſneſs of a Me- 
diator ?—And in a Word, whether the Death of 
Chriſt be the proper and immediate Cauſe of any 
one ſingle Bleſſing, great or ſmall, of the Cove- 
nant of Grace? In which the Concerns, all the 
eternal Hopes of every Chriſtian are wrapt up ; and 
wherein that he may not miſtake, and ſo finally 
miſcarry, as it is the unfeigned Deſign of my 
writing this Book, ſo it is my earneſt Prayer.” 

K 3 Mr. 
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—though 'tis almoſt pity to abridge it (unleſs it was 
well executed) as the whole is ſo intereſting, and might 
be 


—_— A 
ao. 
—— — 


Mr. Vincent Alſop, and Mr. William Sherlock (af- 
terwards Doctor and Dean of Sz. Paul's) were Pupils 
at St. John's College Cambridge, under the ſame Tutor. 
But when Sherlock in a Socinian Book printed in1674, 
improperly intitled, 4 Diſcourſe concerning the Knowledge 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and our Union and Communion with him, 
had in Drollery uſed ſuch indecent Expreſſions as the 
following, viz. (Page 46 of the ſaid Book) © That the 
«* Juſtice of God hath glutted itſelf with Revenge in the 
« Death of Chriſt, and ſo hence forward we are ſure he 
« will be very kind, as a revengeſul Man is when his Paſ- 
*« fionisover:” And in the next Page, expreſſed himſelf 
ſtill more indecently, by ſaying that The Sum of which 
** js this, that God is all Love and Patience, when he 
has taken his Fill of Revenge, or as others uſed to ſay, 
* the Devil is very good when he is pleaſed.” When 
Mr. Alſep read theſe Paiſ.ges he was ſhocked, and ſee- 
ing Dr. Sherlock had no more Reverence to the Majeſty 
of God, no more Regard to the Authority of Scriptures 
than to write as above, Mr. A//op was determined to 
attack him, and to plead for Chriſt and his T ruth here 
at the Footſtool, who pleads for us, according to his 
Truth, at the Throne. Nor was any Man better qua- 
lified than himſelf, either to give a Check to a Man 
of Sherlock's Talents and imperious Diſpofition ; 
or to the growing Petulancy of the then daily en- 
croaching Profaneneſs.— On grave Subjects, he ap- 
peared, as he was, the truly Reverend Mr. Alſap and 
wrote with a becoming Seriouſneſs (ſee his Pradical 
Gedlineſs the Ornament , Religion, Octavo, publiſhed 
in 1696) but where Wit might properly be ſhewn, he 
diſplayed his to great Advantage, as may be ſeen in 
his Anti-Sozzo, He died much reſpected and lament- 
ed, in May 1703. A fuller Account of him and his 
Writings may be ſeen in the Biograpbia Britannica, 
or Lives of the moſt eminent Men who have flouriſhed in 
Great- Britain, 
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be contained in two Duodecimo Volumes, or even in 

one Ottayo Volume, if printed, at Glaſgow. lt is, I 

can aſſute You, a very ſmart Book, and one of the 
th 


beſt Defences of the evangelical] Dodtrines I ever ſaw, 
or ever expect to ſee, even if my Life, which now draws 
very near its End, could be prolonged to the next 
Century, —lIn ſhort, I think it is an unanſwerable Per- 
formance ; and Divines of every Denomination would 
do well, to make themſelves thoroughly Maſters of 
this ſpirited and entertaining Writer ; as they would 
then be able to defend the 'I'ruth as it is in Jeſus, a- 
gainſt all kinds of Opponents, how witty, keen, ſub- 
tle, or malignant ſoever the Attack might be. I 
would therefore beg you to recommend this Book as a 
Specifick againſt Seciniani/m ; and uſe your Intereſt to 
have it forthwith reprinted at G/aſgow. 

Glad I am o be informed, that you are ſo very zea- 
lous for the Honour-and Intereſt of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt.— What can make Mankind happy, but his 
Goſpel. ?—What is worthy of our ſedulous Application, 
but his Intereſt ?—What will be a ſubſtantial Reward, . 
but his Acceptance, Favour and Love? 

I am now reduced to a State of Infant Weakneſs, 
and given over by my Phyſician.—My grand Conſola- 
tion is to meditate on Chriſt—and I am hourly repeat · 
ing thoſe Heart-reviving Lines of Dr. Young in- his 
fourth Night. | 


Tris—only TH1s ſubdues the fear of Death 
And what is His? Survey the wond'rous Cukx: 
And at xacu Srer let higher Wonder riſe! 
1. Pardon for infinite Offence !—2. And Pardon 
Thro' Means that ſpeak its Value infinite | 
'$..& Lagos bought with Blood! —4. With Blood 
vine — 
5. With Blood divine of him I made my Foe ! 
6. Perſiſted to provoke !—7. Tho' wood and aw'd, 
Bleſt, and chaſtiſed a flagrant Rebel fill ! 
8. A Rebel midſt the Thunders of his Throne! 
9. Nor I alone !—10. A Rebel Univerſe !— 
11. My Species up in Arms—12. Not one exempt ! 
; 4 — 15. T0 
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13. Yet for the Fouleſt of the Foul he dies | 
14. Moſt joy'd for the Redeem'd from deepeſt Guilt !— 
15. As if our Race was held of higheſt Rank, 

And, Godhead dearer, as more kind to Man. 


Theſe amazingly comfortable Lines, I dare ſay 
you will treaſure up in your Heart and when you 
think of them, will think of me; and 1 hope, dear 
Sir, pray for me, that I may not diſgrace my Miniſtry, 
or diſhonour the Goſpel of my Mafter in my laſt Mo- 
ments by Unbelief ;———This. probably is the laſt 
'Time you will ever hear from me, for indeed 'tis with 
ſome Difficulty I have wrote now, but I ſhall not fail 
to remember you in my Interceſſions for my Friends at 
the Throne of Chriſt. and I humbly beg of God Al- 
mighty, that the Love of his Son may ſweetly con- 
. ſtrain you; and that his Promiſes may be ever opera- 
tive on your Mind, I am, with great Gratitude and 
much Efteem, ' * | * 

Ln Reverend and dear Sir, 
"Your affectionate Brother in Chriſt, 


James HERvVEy. 
LETTER LXXX. 
oe 


My dear Friend, | 
Incereſt Thanks for your benevolent Offices; may 
they, through our great High Prieft, and the In- 
cenſe of his Atonement, go up as a Memorial before 
God; not as a Demand, (we may obſerve) not as a 
Bill drawn upon Heaven, but only as a Memorial ! 

I had a very reſtleſs Night, tore almoſt to Pieces by 
my Cough, Strange !-that theſe flimſy Veſſels can 
bear ſuch violent ſtraining ! that none of. them will 
burſt, and let the dattered Soul flip away'to her eter- 
nal Reſt in Chrift ! RR 

— Here are two Setts of the Meditations, with 
which you may gratify ſome of your Acquaintance. 
The Lord Jeſus Chriſt grant, that they may promote 
his Glory. Do not you often wiſh, often pray, I 
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the ſame bleſſed Effect may be produced by your 
Book? We Authors ſhould not be like the Oſtriches 
in the Wilderneſs, cruel and forgetful of their Young. 
Lam. iv. 3. 

If you have Dr. Grey's Tranſlation of Hawkins 
Browne's Latin Poem on the [mmortality of the Soul 
favour me with the Sight of it; it is a grand Subject; 
it is a glorious Subject; and when conſidered in Con- 
neQion with Jeſus Chriſt, it is a delightful Subject. 
O ! that it may incite us to aim, not at the Things 
which are ſeen, for they are temporal ; but at the 
Things which are not ſeen, for they are eternal. 

I have found the little Treatiſe, entitled Recovery 
from Sickneſs. It is one of the moſt pertinent and ra- 
tional, the moſt animating and CO that 1 
have ſeen on the Occaſion. —Few properer Pieces, I 
think, can be put into a ſick Perſon's Hand.“ May 
the Lord God omnipotent and gracious, accompany it 
with his Bleſſing! | 

—[ am always complaining ; complaining of my 
poor Body, but 1 truſt more and more reſigned to the 
unerring and gracious Will of my Lord. 

I beg, I intreat you, if you value the Honour of the 
Goſpel, that you will diſſuade thoſe polite Perſons 
you mention, from coming to hear me To-morrow.— 
My Spirits fink more and more——1 am viſited with 
ſome Returns of my hacking Cough ; perhaps I ſhall 
not be able to ſpeak at all. Such diſagreeable Circum- 
ſtances will only expoſe me, and create in them very 
unpleaſing Ideas of what I ſhall deliver. My Imagi- 
nation is gone—l am ſenſible my Sermons are flat, and 
my Voice ſpiritleſs Why therefore ſhould you bring 
Perſons of Taſte to ſee the Nakedneſs of the Land? 


— . 


The Title is, Recovery from Sickneſs, or a Pre- 
ſent togne lately raiſed from a dangerous Diſorder, contain» 
ing ſerious Reflections, Reſolutions, and Devotions, 
ſuitable to that Occaſion. Printed for Noor near Mer- 
cer's Chapel, Cbeapſide. Price 4 4. 
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The poor Country People love me tenderly, and there- 
fore bear with my Infirmities; elſe I ſhould no longer 
attempt to preach, even before them I am now un- 
fit to appear in the Pulpit. 

I hope Dr. Swan's Joutney will be bleſſed to the 
Reſtoration and Eſtabliſhment of his Health. I wiſh 
I may never forget the Text, on which he heard the 
Miniſter of Veſon preach : I wiſh we may all enjoy 
the Bleſſing compriſed and promiſed in it.“ I will 
pray the Father, and he ſhall give you another Com- 
« forter, that he may abide with you for ever.” —— 
Don't you, my dear Friend, think of ſuch Things? 
talk of ſuch Thing, to your Lady, and inſtruct your 
Children in ſuch Things ? O! let us remember, 
the Judge is at the Door, and Eternity is near.— 
F heartily wiſh Mrs. . *** a ſpeedy Recovery, and a 
ſanctificd Improvement of her Affliction; ſee my 
dear Friend, haw all Fleſh is Graſs ; but Jeſus and 
his great Salvation endureth for ever; here is indeed 
an everlaſting Poſſeſſion. 'The Text particularly fit 
for me and for you to meditate on, (wiz. Heb. i. 2, 3.) 
Iwill preach on next Sunday an any be more grand 
in itſelf, or more conſolatory to us Sinners? 

How go you on ? Do you ſee any Opening in the 
Affair we laſt talked about? Are you come to any 
Determination ? Remember him, who ſees, this very 
Moment, all the Conſequences of every Step we take; 
and who hath ſaid, in tender Compaſſion to our Igno- 
rance, The Lord ſhall guide thee continually. — Pray, 
beware of precipitate Reſolutions, Felina lente ———= 
Whatever we do, whitherſoever we go, may we ſay 
with the Pſalmiſt, This God is our God, for ever 
% and ever; he ſhall be our Guide even unto Death.” 
My weak State of Body diſpirits my Mind, and 
enervates my Hand.—Oh ! that I may be ſtrong in 
Faith, joyful through Hope, and rooted in Charity !— 
And not I only, but my dear Friend, whoſe I am, 

Cordially and inviolably, while 


J. Herveyr- 


Lkr. 
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LETTER LXXXI. 


Dear Sir, | Sept. 23, 1754s 
Lately received a Letter from my very valuable 
I Friend Mr. , an Extract of which I here tran- 
ſcribe, as he has made ſome juſt Remarks on Mr. 
Burnham's blameable Behaviour in refuſing the Help of 
a Phyſician.— I believe you can anſwer for me, that I 
ſhall never be guilty of that Fault ; as I think alto- 
gether with the wiſe Son of Sirach, that © The Lord 
« hath created the Phyſician, and that ſuch are to be 
* regarded for the Uſes we may have of them, —— 
„% The Lord likewiſe hath created Medicines out of 
* the Earth, and he that is wiſe will not abhor them.” 
Ecclus xxxviil. 

„J. have (ſays my Correſpondent) been reading 
# Burnham's Pious Memorials, as it was publiſhed with 
* a Recommendatory Preface by you, in Behalf of 
* his diſtreſſed Widow. The dying Behaviour of Dr. 
* Andrew Rivet, Page 212, and Dr. Peter du Moulin, 
Page 263, charms me exceedingly.— Every Word 
* has its Werght, and ſhines like a well ſet Diamond 
in a Ring; or, as So/omon expreſſes it, like an Apple 
„ of Gold in a Picture of Silver... Mr. Burnham was 
“ undoubtedly an excellent Man, but he does not 
„ ſeem to come up to theſe in divine Knowledge. 
„ Methinks I don't ſo well approve of his refuſing the 
« Help of a Pavysiclanx ; Page 431, and the Slight 
* with which he treated ſuch a Fropoſal.— It does in- 
% deed ſhew, that he lived quite above the Fear of 
« Death ; but at the ſame Time it ſhews great Weak- 
4% neſs of Mind. —Life and Health are Mercies in the 
Eſteem of Heaven, and the dying Chriſtian ought 
“% to eſteem every Thing as Gop efteems it, Sup- 
, poſe ſuch a one deſires to die, yet ſtill he ought 
* to uſe every lawful Means to live, to make the 
« Wilt of God his own, and to be willing to con- 
tinue even out of Heaven, as long as his heavenly 
% Father pleaſes. —The ſame Weakneſs of Mind 
* appears in his deſiring his Friends not to pray for his 

wn Lite, 
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* Life, and in his being ſorry that they made ſo much ado, 
« Page 433.—Had he requeſted them to pray for him 
„ importunately, yet in humble Submiſſion to the Will 
« of God, 4 to be ſure to acquieſce in jt whether 
« for Life or Death, methinks it had been better. 
« An earneſt Deſire, of a ſpeedy Diſſolution has led 
« ſome pious Martyrs, and ſome dying Chriſtians too, 
« into a Miſtake, which it is proper to take Notice of, 
but more proper to avoid.“ 

How do you approve of the following Method in 
converſing with the Survivors after the Loſs of a 
dear Child, or Friend? —— It is merely a Sketch; 
yet a due Regularity is-preſerved by the three Diviſi- 
ons. And ſome of the Heads on each Diviſion are to 
be enlarged upon or omitted, and others added occa- 
ſionally.— The Uſe of ſuch Sketches may be ſeen in 
the Preface to Mr. Richards's ® Hints or religious Con- 
werſation with the Affiited ; whoſe Plan, though ſome 
of his Hints are not ſufficiently adapted to the Caſe de- 
ſcribed, I highly approve ; as it cannot but be ſervice- 
able to every Chriſtian, who is deſirous of entering 
into ſpiritual Diſcourſe : And more particularly to 
young Clergymen, who would do well to tranſcribe, 
ſtudy, and improve thoſe Hints; as they are too of- 
ten at a Loſs how to exhort, admoniſh, or comfort, as 
various Diſpoſitions, and Circumſtances require, — 
When you ſend me your Opinion, make ſuch Altera» 
tions as Occur to you. 


The Can/olation. | 
It is God's Will ho ſtill continues many Comforts 


do us.— | 
His Will always wiſe, good, beſt. 
We are his Creatures—He has a Right to us, as we 
have to our Cattle or Lands, , 
T | t 
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This is to be had at Riving/on's (ſecond Edition) 
Price6, or 2 l. 25. per Hundred, | 


l 


It is the Lord's doing This was the Support of El, 
Job, Hexeliab. 


The Improvement. | 


For us Men ficken, and for us they die.” (Dr, 
Young's Night Thoughts.) 

To wean our Hearts from the World. 

To ſet our Affections there, where true Joys are to be 
found. 

To excite us with greater Diligence to prepare for our 
own great Change. | 


Our own Preparation. 


The only Preparation is to ſecure the Favour of Chriſt, 
and an Intereſt in his Merits, by which we are par- 
doned and juſtified. 

A Participation of the Spirit of Chriſt, by which we 
are made fit for Heaven. 


1 hope you remember, not without a pleaſing Mix- 
ture of Gratitude and Joy, your divine, yet bleeding 
Lord: I hope you feel a more comfortable Truſt, that 

our Sins are done away through that all-atonin 

lood ; and that you pray with a more ſteady Faith 
for that moſt bleſſed Spirit, which was ſealed to our 
Enjoyment in the holy Sacrament, of which we were 
ſo lately Partakers. 

I defire you would enter into ſome ſpiritual Conver- 
ſation with the Bearer, whom J have recommended to 
you; you will then ſee the more than rocky Hardi- 
neſs of the human Heart, and the abſolute need of 
Prayer, and almighty Grace, in order to make it ſuſ- 
ceptible of ſaving Impreſſions. I dare ſay you will 
draw ſeveral uſeful Concluſions from this Interview, 
though your Attempts for his Benefit, I fear, will 
prove ineffectual. 
 AGentleman, yeſterday told a Story, well atteſted, 
which you'll be pleaſed to hear, as it ſhews in a very 
ſtrong Light the uſe of thoſe Paſſages of Scripture, 
which the unthinking, are too apt to conſider as uſe- 
leſs. A certain Libertine, of a moſt abandoned Cha- 
rater, happened accidentally to ſtrole into a Church, 
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where he heatd the fifth Chapter of Gene/is, importing 
that ſo long lived ſuch and ſuch Perſons, and yet the 
Concluſion was they died. Enos lived go5 Years, and 
he died—Seh 912, and he died—Methuſelah g6g, and 
he died. The frequent Repetition of the Words, He 
died (notwithſtanding the great Length of Years they 
had lived) ſtruck him ſo deeply with the Thought of 
Death and Eternity, that it changed his whole Frame. 
He attended the remaining, Part of the divine Ser- 
vice with the utmoſt Seriouſneſs- Went home and 
3 earneſtly to God for Forgiveneſs, and the Aſ- 

ſtance of his holy Spirit and became from an infa- 
mous Libertine, a moſt exemplary Chriftian. —By this 
Chapter we fee, how ſoon Youth, Health, and all 
worldly Delights muſt end: This to a worldly-minded 
Man, caſts a Damp upon all theſe deſirable Things ; 
but to a Soul acquainted with Chriſt, and in Affection 
removed from hence already, no Thought is ſo ſweet 
as this Enos died, Seth died, Methi/elah died, and 
(bleſſed be God for the Privilege of Death) ſo ſhall I, 
Alt helps much to carry us chearfully through Wreſt- 
lings and Difficulties, through better and worſe. We 
ſee the Land of Promiſe near—we ſhall quickly paſs 
Jordan and be at home. — There will be an End of 
the many Vexations of this Lite—an End of Sin—an 
End of 'Temptations——nay an End of Prayer itſelf; 
to which will ſucceed, new Songs of Endleſs Praiſes. 
Oh let us often reflect on what St. Peter advances. 
« The End of all Things 1s therefore at hand, be ye 
« ſober and watch unto Prayer,” 1 Pet. iv, 7. | 
I hope you will well weigh this—and introduce ſpiri- 
tual Diſcourſe whenever a fair Opportunity preſents — 
Set your Face as a Flint amongſt the great ——Eftab- 
liſh your Heart as a Rock; and let nothing, nothing 
divert you from furthering the Intereſt of Chrilt, 
| wherever you yourſelf have any Intereſt. It is I 
| plunging into cold Water perhaps at firſt,. but after- 
| wards comes a Glow all over you. Remember what 
| I now fay, ſhould you live thirty or forty Years Jonger, 
| yet when you come to die, take my Word for it you 
will wiſh you had con verſed more on, and for Chriſt. 
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I am ſatisfied from the ſacred Oracles, as clear as 
Light, concerning the Origin of Evil. And if any 
one, without having Recourſe to Revelation, can ſa- 
tisfactorily ſolve that Queſtion, Erit mihi magnus 
Apollo. My dear Friend, let the Word of Chrift 
dwell in us richly. | 
Thanks for the Uſe of Warton's and Pitt's Vir- 
gil. All the Syrens ſing in his Lines, but the jovyyuL 
SounD is no whete heard. Was the Ear of our Soul 
tuned aright, there would be more Muſick in this one 
Sentence from the King of Heaven, I have called 
you Friends,” (Jobn xv. 15) than in all the I, 
and all the Zzeid. 


I am ever and . 
affectionately yours, 


JAu ES HERVEx. 


LETTER LXXXII. 


Dear Sir, W:/tm Favell, Sept. 20, 1755, 
OU threaten to put my Patience to the Trial, 
by a very long Letter of ſcriptural Criticiſms. I 
ſhall only reply; Oh that my Patience may ſupport 
all other Trials with the ſame Complacency and Chear- 
fulneſs, as I am perſuaded it wall ſuppoy itſelf under 
this !—-Your Obſervations I very much value, and 
take a ſingular Pleaſure in reading. The Lord Jeſus 
enable you to multiply them ! and me to profit from 
them ! and help us both to love his holy Name; ever 
more and more | 
I am entirely of your Opinion with regard to the 
Worth, the ineſtimable Worth of the preſent Life; 
eſpecially when there is a comfortable Proſpe& of 
being uſeful in our Generation. This State affords 
the only Opportunity of doing Good ro our immortal 
Souls. The Dead ſerve not their Lord in the Work 
of the Goſpel. The Living, the Living only, are 
entruſted with the precious Office of turning Sinners 
from Darkneſs to Light, therefore the Living ſhould 
value 
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value this diſtinguiſhed Prerogative at a high Rate.— 
Perhaps, you think, that I was the Writer of Mr, 
Burnham's Life From a Queſtion propoſed to me 
very lately by a Clergyman, I fancy, that others think 
the ſame , but I neither was the Author, nor do I 
know the Author's Name. | 
I have ſent you the third Edition of Theron and Aſpafto; 
ou will obſerve, that I have made ſome Alteration in 
. z and that I ſtill adhere to my firſt 
Opinion, with regard to Faith, I aſſure myſelf, you 
can bear with me, though I ſhould continue in this par. 
ticular Point, to vary ſomewhat from your way of 
thinking. I ſhall be truly glad and thankful, if you 
will examine me with the Rigour of a Critick, and 
muſter up againſt my Doctrine the ſtrongeſt Objections 
you can conceive ; for I do earneſtly wiſh and fre- 
uently pray, that not any Notion of mine, but 
4 holy Truth of God may prevail. — Vou will alſo 
obſerve, what Advantage I have made of your Remark 
on Vitringa's Interpretation of Ia. xxx. 18. 

I ſhall expect your Animadverſions on Mr. Mar/ball 
with Eagerneſs; and though he is my Counſellor, 
my Comforter, and my Favourite, I truſt I ſhall not 
be blind to his Faults, nor refuſe to ſee his Mi- 
ſtakes. May the Wiſdom of Heaven guide, direct, 
and teach, 


Dear Sir, your affectionate and | 
obliged Friend, Wc, 


LETTER ILXXXII. 


My dear Friend, Weſten-Favell, Od. 23. 1755. 
Have received, and am very much obliged for your 
1 Remarks on Mr. Mar/bal''s T reatile of Sanctifica- 

t | tion, 


1 — \ * a 1 jd * * 1 _y AC. 
— — — — _ 


— 


© Mr. Hervey was ſollicited to write the Preface to 
Burnham's Pious Memrrials, which he complied with 
as an Act of Compaſſion to the Widow, who thought 
x 1 * 73 might promote the Sale of the Book for het 
Benet. 
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tion. They are truly judicious; and ſeveral of them 
command my Aſſent: You will wonder to ſee, how 
ſtrongly I have recommended this Book in the third 
Volume of my Theron and Aſpaſio, p. 336, of the third 
Edition. It has been eminently blefſed to my own 
Soul: There is no religious Treatiſe I read, which 
does me more Good. Pray be fo kind as to execute 
what you propoſed—Shew me how Mr. Mar/hall's 
Method may be improved, for I would gladiy tread in 
his Steps on this Account, as well as on others, that I 
may have an Opportunity of acknowledging his Mi- 

ſtakes, and cautioning my Reader, 
Downame's * Chriſtian Warfare, againſt the Devil, 
the World, and the Fleſh, I will immediately endea- 
vour 


* Mr, Hervey's Words are—* It has been made 
„ one of the moſt uſeful Books to my own Heart, I 
*« ſcarce ever fail to receive ſpiritual Conſolation and 
Strength from the Peruſal of it, and was I to be ba- 
© -niſhed into ſome deſolate Iſland, poſſeſſed' only of 
„ two Books beſides my BI LER, this ſhould be one of 
« the two, perhaps the firſt I would chooſe.” 

Downame's Cbriſtian Warfare, was recommend- 
ed to Mr. Herwey by one of the moſt learned Men 
of the preſent Age in theſe Words :;—* It was firſt 
*« publiſhed in Queen Elizabeth's Time, but mine is 
the fourth Edition, printed in 1634.,—T think it 
one of the beſt Pieces of practical Divinity ex- 
* tant; and I believe you will ſay of it, as Da- 
« wid did of Goliab's Sword, There is none like it. 
- + His Language is as pure as his Doctrine, eſpecially 
„% when we conſider the Time it was written; and he 
« uſes every Term ſo properly, that Jobnſen in his 
„ Engliþ Dictionary might very well have appealed 
to is Authority. He is as clear as the Sun, and no 
Reader, who gives any Attention to what he reads, 
can poſſibly miſtake him. — Tis much to be wiſhed 
* this valuable Book was reprinted.” | See Mr. Her- 
wvey's Remarks on the reprinting Authors of the laſt 
Century, Page 111 of this Volume, u 
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vour to procure, I ſhould be glad, if you would 
point out other exeellent Books. I am ſometime 
aſked to givea Friend or a Student a Catalogue of the 
moſt excellent Authors (particularly of religious Au- 
. thors *.) To do this, ſeems to be a valuable Piece of 
Service, eſpecially as it is ſo unhappily neglected by 
the Conductors of our youthful Studies. 

Your laſt Paragragh is particularly kind and oblig- 
ing: But, however, your Benevolence may regard and 
repreſent it, I ſhall always eſteem and acknowledge it 
as a ſingular Favour to receive your critical Obſeryati- 
tions. In which, as in the Threads made of Silk and 
Gold, there is always a moſt agreeable Mixture. of 
Learning and Devotion. 

Pray what do you apprehend to be the Meaning of 
St. Paul? 1 Cor. ix. 26. vr. , .. Dr. Doddridge 
tranſlates the Paſſage thus: Not as one who is to paſs 
« undiſtinguiſned. In the ſame Chapter, Verſe 23, a- 
nother Difficulty occurs, wa olxonu®- avre yirwpai. — 
I Cor. X11. 31. ZnAvzre r Xagvouals Ta geil roa. Dr. 
Doddridge underſtands as a Reprehenſion, not as an 
Encouragement. He tranflates the Words, “ Yee 
* contend earneſtly about the beſt Giſts;“ and inter- 
“ prets the Clauſe, envying, and it may be, detract- 

cc ing 


— — uh. 


* Mr. Herwey a little before he died, had begun to 
digeſt a Catalogue of this Kind, ranged under different 
Heads, giving a ſhort Character, and ſhewing the diſ- 
tinguiſhing Excellency, and particular Uſe of each Au- 
thor ; which Catalogue he propoſed to have publiſhed 
in a ſeparate Piece.— This Deſign of his might, in ſome 
Meaſure, be ſupplied, if his Sentiments on all the 
Books mentioned in the Courſe of his Writings were 
extracted (the Page from whence taken being noticed) 
and printed in the fame Size as his other Works, 
in an Eighteen-Penny Pamphlet : The Reader might 
then ſee at one View every Thing that Mr. Herwey 
has wrote of this Kind ; and by the Help of an Index 
at the End, might immediately refer to the Character 
of each Author. 83 
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« ing from the ſuperior Endowments of others.” Is 
this right? See Chap. xiv. 1.— I am at ſome Loſs to 
make out the Propriety of To xab nuwy XerporygaÞor. 
Col. ii. 14. How is the Hand-writing of Ordinances 
ſaid to be contrary to us? The ceremonial Law, which, 
I ſuppoſe it meant by d, was not contrary to, but 
— of the Comiort and Peace of the Jewiſh 
orſhippers. The moral Law indeed ſpoke Terror, 
and nothing but Terror to impotent Man. But the 
Law of Sacrifices and Waſhings brought the glad Tid- 
ings of Atonement and Purification, which muſt be 
very conſolatory. What is the preciſe Signification of - 
sEadenbas, next Teonnwoan; ? Do they refer to any 
Uſages, cultomary and current in thoſe Times? 

Let me now ſubmit to your Examination a very 
fingular Criticiſm or two of Father Houbigant's on Iſaiab 
ii. 22. He ſays, © Non dubitamus, quin fuerit olim 
* ſcriptum, d 223 M222 12, Nam altitudinem flatu 
« dejicit. Homo, cujus ſpiritus eſt in naribus ejus, eſt 
*: ipſe filius hominis, Meflias, de quo in toto hoc ca- 
© pite vaticinatur Jeſaias. Quem Meſſiam Judzi, niſi 
% violare timent, mont eos non impune laturos. 
« Quia Meſſias: homo factus, volvit naribus ventos 
« & tempeſtates, quibus ipſorum & urbem & rem- 
„ publicam ſit everſurus.“ Again, Chap. iii. 10. he 
ſays, pu Wg: © Plerique, poſt vulgatum, dicite 
« juſto, qua interpretatione peccant dupliciter. Nam 
* 1. legitur p juſtus vel juſtum, non p juſto. 
* 2. Parum ad rem terribilibus minis, quz anteceſſe- 
„ runt & quæ ſequuntur, interſeritur iſte ſermo ad 
« juſtum habitus. Nobis ſatis eſt Mo N pro e 
Nempe erat futurum, ut Judzi juſtum ligarent 
* Romaniſque vinctum traderent.”—His Verſion is, 
1 —— quia bonus eſt.” — You will begin 
to think, that our Author is extremely fond of the 
ſpiritual Senſe, and deſirous to find Chriſt or Chriſ- 
tian Sentiments in every Place: But he is ſeldom (how- 
ever it has happened in the àforecited Texts) liable 
to err on this Side of the Queſtion. Hear what he re- 
marks on 1ſaiah xxxiii. 24. n N] ννα INN EY vt 
« Agitur præda exercitus Aſſytiorum, poſt eorum 

| fugam, 
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„ fugam, dividenda inter eos, qui vicinis in locis ha- 
„ bitant. Nihil ad eam prædam iniquitas : nihil etiam 
ad antedicta, qui habitat in ea. Nam ea, de qua ha- 
% bitatione dicatur, neſcitur. Nihil denique ad rem 
* nd, zger ſum. Non promiſerat Deus, nullos 
« fore in regione ægrotos, aut in lecto jacentes tum, 
cum dividenda eſſet præda. Sed omnia plana & 
« commoda erunt, fi pro r, legas ., prohibitus 
« ſum; fi pro da, Qn in eis, fi denique pro hy. le- 
* gas Ny prædam ſuam. xu E223 227 Dy 1 
* 1X2 N Dy. Non dicet vicinus, prohibitus 
„ tum ; populus qui habitabit apud eos, tollet prædam 
* ſuam. 1 Verbis prænunciatur, prædam de 
« Aſſyriis fore tantam, ut omnes licentiam habi- 


* turi ſint prædandi, & abducendi domum prædas 
« ſuas 


© Hef. vi. 3. dyn, & cognoſcamus. Parum com- 
« mode cognoſcamus, ubi ſequitur, & perſequamur 
cognitionem. Propterea non dubitamus, quin Oſee 
* ſcripſerit 7M, & conveniamus, ut deinde apte 
« veniat, & ſequamur, five curramus ad cognoſcen- 
dum Dominum.” The next Verſe he thus tranſ- 
lates : ** Quid faciam tibi, Ephraim, quid faciam tibi, 
Juda, ut adfit vobis Miſericordia, velut matutina 
* nubes, et ut res qui mane effunditur ? Certe ego, 
« quod 'volui, feci Prophetis tuis ; interfeci eos per 
„Verba Otis mei, et ex judiciis de te meis Lux orie- 
% tur.” He changes y into ?NwaArt. 

I was not a little puzzled about Jer. xviii. 


14. Houwbigant, according to his Cuſtom, firſt alters, 


then interprets; thus he would read the Paſſage : 
TY p. SD WPy Px Ma DUTY v 27m 
221M. An deſerit calx Pætram, vel nix Libanum ? 
« An relinquunt aquæ ſcaturientes defluxus currenti- 
um aquarum ?” 

When you have Leiſure and Inclination for critical 
Studies, L ſhall be greatly obliged for your Opinion on 
theſe Points ; as I am for your very friendly and very 
ſolid Defence of me in the London Magazine, May the 
King of Saints proſper the Works of your Pen, and 
return the Acts of your Kindneſs into your * 1 
Om 
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ſom Let me once more beg of you to direct me to 
the moſt improving Books, you have met with. No 
longer ago than Veſterday a young Glergyman, whom 
J had never ſeen before, made me a Viſit, and attend- 
ed a Lecture which I gave my Pariſh in Fefon Church 
on a Wedneſday Evening, at Seven o'Clock. An ami- 
able Gentleman truly! He ſeems mighty well inclin- 
ed : Wonders, that his Brethren don't make edify- 
ing Subjects, ſuch as Juſtification and Sanctification, 
the favourite Topicks of their Diſcourſe. Now I 
don't know, what more ſubſtantial Service I could do 
ſuch a Perſon, than to recommend to his Study ſome 
proper Book. The Tidings therefore of a judicious 
evangelical Author with a little Sketch of his Charac- 
ter and diſtinguiſhing Excellency, might be a Bleſling 
to others, and a Bleſſing to myſelf, A Favour, a 
welcome Favour, I am very ſure, it would be to, 
Dear Sir, your much obliged, 
and truly affectionate Friend, &c, 


Jaues HEerver. 
LETTER. LN 


My dear Friend, Wefton-Favell, Dec. 13, 1755s 
1 Received your laſt valuable Favour in due Time. I 
ſhould have made my Acknowledgments ſooner, 
but I ſtaid to get the encloſed little Pamphlet +, which 
I 


— — — 


9 


7 


+ We are obliged to Mr, Herwey's Correſpondent 
for the following explanatory Note and Remark, wiz. 
„This was a little Pamphlet on the Marks and Ewvides- 
ces of Faith, wrote by one Cudworth of Norwich, on 
the Antinomian Side of the Queſtion ; I wrote Mr. 
*« Hervey a long Anſwer to this little Piece, which in 
« one of his Letters to me he calls, My moft maſterly 
Piece of Controverſy, —I don't know but it may be 
proper to take Notice here, that Mr. Herwey was of 
* ſo generous a Lemper, that where he thought an Au- 

| *« thor” 


-- 
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I] want much to have you peruſe, and to have your O- 
pinion concerning it. There ſeems to me, to be much 
good Senſe and ſolid Argument, much more than I 
apprehend, could have been produced on the Occaſi- 
on.—I read your Remarks with great Attention; 
and I humbly truſt that God will execute the Office, 
and accompliſh the Bleſſing mentioned in the Portion 
of Scripture, which gavea Reliſh to our Breakfaſt this 
Morning. | 471 | 
| y 278 195DN. Pſalm xciv. 10. | 

T read the Paſſage in a ſmall Hebrew Bible without 
Points ; and the firſt Word of the Verſe ſeemed to me, 
not TON, but ND which, in my Opinion, yields the 
beſt Senſe : He that made, upholds, eftabliſhes the Na- 
tions, &c. I have conſulted Houbigant, but he makes no 
Alteration. 

Indeed we have need of Divine Tegching. Amidſt 
the Variety of Opinions, which ever did, and perhaps 
ever will ſubſiſt in our imperfect State, he only who is 
the wonderful Counſellor, poſſeſſes the unerring Clue. 
—— A Letter from Dumferline in Scotland, received 
by the laſt Poſt, and written by a Stranger, informs me 
hat, upon the Doctrince of Sanctification, there 
is a Standard-Book ; and this Standard-Book, he adds, 
is Marſhall's Goſpel Myſtery.— Mr. Moſes Browne tells 
me, he is publiſhing a little Piece of Poetry, entitled 
Percy Lodge, the Duke of Somer/et's Seat [wrote at the 
Defire of the late Duke and Ducheſs in the Year 
1749. Had they lived, poor Browne would have 
met with the Encouragement he deſerves. They 
loved him, and fully intended to have ſerved him]. 
ö | | | When, 


— — 


«thor wrote ſenſibly, he would commend him, though 
he by no Means approved of his Sentiments; hav- 
© ing no ill Deſigns himſelf, he ſometimes did not 
« ſufficiently guard againſt the ill Deſigns of others. 
&« Of this his Letters to C“, are an — There 
think he ſhould not have been ſo open. We muſt 
« beware of Men: and be wiſe as Sepents as well as 
«© harmleſs as Doves.” 
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12 it makes its Appearance, I will defire: you to 
cept of, a Copy. | | » 
L *7 #608 | | 4 2 1 am, Se. 


bn Kt James Hervey. 


LETTE-R-:LXXXV. 


1 


Dear Six, -  Wefton-Favell, March 3, 1756. 
* preceding Letter, I begged your Solution of 
ſome ſcriptural Difficulties. As you always uſed 
even to prevent my Expectations, in a free and ſpeedy 
Communication of your valuable Sentiments; and as 
I have not enjoyed that Pleaſure for a long Seaſon, I 
am under ſome Apprehenſions, that either you are viſit- 
ed with: Sickneſs, or my Diſpatches have met with 
a Miſcarriage. I hope, after the Receipt of this, 
Wa wal find ſome Way to relieve me from'my Per- 
exity. | 
1 Reading Yeſterday, Exod xiv. methought there was 
ſome Appearance of Tautology in Verſe 7, Heb, If 
in either of the Clauſes me might render the Word 
327 by Horſemen, this ſeeming Impropriety would be 
avoided. It would alſo more exactly agree with 
EOIMTD) BOT in the 28th Verſe. —ls not our Method 
of tranſlating Verſe 20, ſomewhat forced, and hardly 
reconcileable with the Genius of the Original Lan- 
age 7 | 
* Hab. ini. 5. 127 TJ! 1297. This Sentence alſo 
embarraſſed me a little. Ho dces it, as tranſlated in 
the Eng/i6 Bible, agree with the Hiſtory ? Is there 
any Account or any Hint, that the Peſtilence went 
before the Lord, when he deſcended on Mount Sinai ? 
There went indeed a wonderful Word M To Jarinno- 
5 Pwrn,enualoy. — ——Does this Paſſage refer to the 
Plagyes inflicted on the Maclites, for their Murmur- 
ing and Rebellion? I think not, becauſe the ſacred 
Hymn appears calculated for the Encouragement of 
the People, whereas this Circumſtance would rather 
depreſs their Spirits. Does it point at the Plagues 
| 8 
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the Vengeance executed on the Egyptians ? This, I 
believe, is moſt probable, and perhaps, affords us the 
true Meaning of the Paffage.—Pray, favour me, if 
you have Health and Leiſure, with your Opinion, 
which, I aſſure you, is highly valued, and always 
thankfully received by, 

Dear Sir, 


Your obliged, and 
affectionate Friend, ee. 


James Hervey. 


What precedes was written before the Receipt of 
your laſt. 

I thank you, dear Sir, for your Letter, and thank 
you doubly, becauſe it is long. I received it on com- 
ing from my Wedneſday's Evening LeQure—have read 
one Sheet, and entered upon the ſecond, but am now 
called down to Family Prayer. I ſhall add, no more 
only let me defire you to favour me with the Criti- 
ciſms you mention. I beſeech the bleſſed God to eſta- 
bliſh your Health and prolong your Life, that you 
may enrich, me and others with many of your Letters, 
and much of your Knowledge. bo TWO] 


Lr TE BR IXI. 


My dear Friend, | Saturday Marn. 

— — olags you on the Acceptance of your little 
1 Tract, and the uncommon Demand for it. Ie 

ſua Gratia Paris, is a Maxim of more Wiſdom 
and Weight than we eaſily apprebend.. May the 
Bleſſing of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt accompany it, al- 
ways and in all Places muſt defire you to excuſe 
my waiting upon you. The Seaſon is ſo rigorous, I 
am afraid to ftir abroad. I queſtion, whether T ſhall 
have Courage to venture to Collingtree To-morrow. 
You know I am one of the Snail-kind, both in Tra- 
velling, Reading and Writing. My Thanks to Mr. 


Fenwick ; 


. 
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Fenwick ; 1 have juſt peeped upon his“ Work: I fear 
it will be thought by the World, too finely ſpun, —— 
You once aſked my Opinion concerning Dr. Grey's laſt 
Words of Dawid divided according to the Metre. I 
had not then read it with due Attention: I lately pe- 
ruſed it very carefully, and am charmed with the Im- 
portance of his Correction and the Beauty of the Paſ- 
ſage, as it ſtands amended by that judicious Critick. 
Tho' I muſt own, I don't admire the Alteration ſug- 
geſted by Biſhop Sherlock, in his Letter to Dr. Grey, 
„A Sun ſhall riſe as the Morning,” ſeems to have 
very little Spirit, and leſs Propriety : Is it not bor- 
dering upon Jdem per Idem ? What is the Morning, 
but the tiſing of the Sun? Aſk our accurate Friend's 
Opinion. If the other 4 Paſſages of Scripture, men- 
tioned by Dr. Grey in the Front of this little Piece, as 
what he ſoon intends to publiſh, are as valuably re- 
ſtored and as elegantly interpreted as this, the Sup- 
preſſion of them vll be a great Loſs.—I will, on your 

En- 


1 —— 


— 


 * Thoughts on the Hebrew Titles of the Plalms, en- 
deavouring to diſcover their Meaning, and point out 
their Uſe. Price 15. 6 4. 

+ Biſhop Sherlack ſays, (ſee Page 23, of Dr. Grey's 
laſt Words of David,) In the Compariſon 1Þ2 MRI 
ce-or boker, &c. which you render, Sicut Lux matu- 
tina, oriente Sole ; it would ftrike me more to read 
orietur $ol,—The Senſe then would be (taking the Sun 
to be an Image, or Character of the jusT Ons.) 
This Sun ſhall be like the kind gentle Light of the 
Morning, free from Clouds, and when the te 
freſhed by kind Showers, is putting forth freſh Ver- 
dure.—The Paſſage is beautiful, and gives an idea of 
a Sun that never ſcorches, but is ever gentle, and 
ſhining with a genial Heat: A SUN WIT Healing 
UNDER IS WinGs. b 

t Theſe Paſſages are intitled, The Voice of the ſweet 
Singers of Iſrael. 

Vo I. II. L Being. 
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Encouragement, go on with my Book in my piddlin 
Way. Happy if my own Heart may be impreſſ 
with the evangelical Truths, even though they ſhould 
reach, as handled by this Pen, no farther. —I had like 
to have forgot Mr.“ Letter: And if I had for- 
ot it, you _ juſtly wonder at my Stupidity. 
What a Man is he! ſure, the Age does not produce 
a more genuine Copy of his divine Maſter. hat a 
Letter has he wrote! what Dignity of Sentiment ! 
what true Greatneſs of Soul ! what Openneſs of Heart ! 
what Boldneſs of 1 yo and Juſtneſs of Reproof, 
ſweetned with what Love ! tempered with what Hu- 
mility ! how I love the excellent Man ! was not your 
Soul inflamed, while you read it? and did not 
your Heart burn within you, as the Diſciples 


did 
Being, 
The Book of Lamenta- || The Song of -J/aiab 
tions. Chap. v. 
The Canticles, or Song || The Prayer of Habbakuk, 
of Songs. Chap. iii. | 
The Bleſfing of Jacob, The NY of Ba- 
Gen. xlix. laam, Numb. xxiii. 
The Bleſſing of Mo/es, || The Lamentation of Da- 
Deut. xxxiii. vid over Saul and Jo- 
The Song of Moſes, nathan, 2 Sam. i. 
E xod. xv. || Thelaſt Words of David, 
The Song of Deborab, 2 Sam. xxiii. 
J uag. v. | The Prayer of Hannab, 
I Sam. ii. 


Wich other poetical Parts of the Old Teſtament, di- 
vided according to the Metre. — To which will be ad- 
ded, Notes critical and explanatory, ſerving both to 
reſtore the Text, and to give Light to many Parts of it 
hitherto obſcured. The Book of Job thus divided, 
with the Song of Moſes, Deut. xxxiii. Dr. Grey has 
already publik, Price 7 s. 6 4. printed for Auſten, 
in Newgate ftreet, Londen ; As likewiſe, An eaſy Me- 
tbod of Learning Hebrew without Points, Price 6 . 
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did when talking with Chriſt in their Way to En- 
maus? 

I am really afraid to read Spenſer's Fairy Queen. He 
is in Fancy ſuperior, perhaps, to every Poet, yet fo luſ- 
cious in ſome of his Repreſentations, which I have 
caſually dipped into, that it is impoſſible, for uE at 
leaſt, to advert to them, without catching Contagion. 
His Pictures of this Sort, are drawn with a good Deſign. 
He makes his Heroes, Victors of the ſoft Allurements. 
But, I believe, few Minds are fo cafe-hardened againſt 
ſenſual Pleaſure, as not to receive difadvantageous Im- 
preſſions. I am, therefore, determined never to look 
into it again, never to gather the Honey of Poetry from 
the Briars of Contamination, *© Flee Temptation,“ is 
the Advice of an inſpired Apoſtle, and I will pay the 
due Regard to it. I am, dear Sir, with great ReſpeR, 
your molt obliged, and very affectionate Servant, 


J. Hezxver. 


LETTER LXXXVII. 


Dear Sir, Wefton-Favell, April 5, 1750. 
HEN ydu meditate on Hoſea iv. 6 and 7. 
namely, my People are deſtroyed for lack of 
Knowledge; becauſe thou haſt rejected Knowledge | 
will alſo teject thee, that thou ſhalt be no Priett to 
me; ſceing thou haſt forgot thy Children: As they 
were increaſed, ſo they tinned againſt me, therefore 
will I change their Glory into Shame.] — When I fa 
you meditate on this terrifying Text, compare it wi 
Hoſea xi. 8 and g:—xiii. 9 and 12.—xiv. 1 and 2. 
[namely, How ſha!l I give thee up, Ephraim How 
ſhall I deliver thee, Iſrael? How ſhall I make thee as 
Admah ? How ſhall 1 ſet thee as Zeboim ? Mine Heart 
is turned within me, my Repentings are kindled 
together, I will not execute the Fierceneſs of mine 
Anger, I will not return to deſtroy Ephraim; for I 
am God and not Man, the holy one in the Midſt of 
thee, Hoſea xi. 8 and 9] 


2 In 
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In the next Paſſage Chriſt ſhews the only Remed? 
for our Miſery [namely, O 1#ael, thou haſt deſtroyed 
thyſelf, but in we is thine Help.— The Iniquity of 
Ephraim is bound up; his Sin is hid, Ho. xiti. 9 
and 12.] 

In the laſt Paſſage is preſcribed the Method of apply- 
ing the Remedy to your own Soul [namely, O 1/rael, 
Teturn unto the Lord thy God, for thou haſt fallen by 
thine Iniquity.— Take with you Words, and turn to 
the Lord and ſay unto him, take away all Iniquity, and 
receive us graciouſly, ſo will we render the Calves of 
our Lips. (or ſpriritual Sacrifices of the Heart, not 
Calves with Horns and Hoofs) Hoſea xiv. 1 and 2:] 

Pray take theſe Texts into frequent Conſideration, 
or elſe you will do a THREEFOLD Injury, wiz. to the 
divine Mercies,—to the Redeemer's Merits,—to your 
own Comfort. 

Be it that Guilt is great—Yet is it boundleſs ? Is it 
infinite, like the Kindneſs of God through Chriſt ?— 
Remember what Meſſage our Lord ſent to Peter after 
his Fall; what Offers he made at Jeru/alem, after it 
had murdered the Prince of Peace ; how eminently 
uſeful and happy he made David, after the Commiſſi- 
on of + enormous Crimes, —He is the ſame gracious 
Jong-ſuffering, Sin-forgiving God, to Day, Yeſterday, 
and for ever. 

Beware, 


— 


+ The celebrated Dr. Delany in his very enter- 
taining Work, intitled the Hiflorical Account of the 
Life and Reign of David, has this Reflection. 

Happy for Mankind, that there is ſuch an Inſtance 
(an authentick Inſtance) of falling Virtue and recover- 
ing Guilt !—An Inſtance fo fitted to mortify the Vani- 
ty of Virtue, .and the Merit of exalted Piety, and to 
raiſe the Power and Price of humble Penitence ; to 
abate the Pride of Self: ſufficiency, and ſupport the 
Hope of Frailty. Who can confide in his own 
Strength, when he ſees a Davip fallen? And who can 
deſpair of divine Mercy, when he ſees him forgiven ? 
| Sad 


[ 221 

Beware, dear Sir, that you add not Unbelief (the 
on of Sins, the moſt provoking of Sins, the moſt 

eſtructive of Sins,) to all your other Offences. - We 
have trampled upon the divine Laws. and defiled 
our own Souls; but let us not charge the divine De- 
clarations with Fals noob, let us not make our Gop 
a LIARK.— I am ſure God loves you, and Chriſt inter- 
cedes for you: Elſe whence this Searching of your 
Heart, this Acknowledgment of Guilt, this Self- 
Condemnation, and Thirit aſter pardoning and fanc- 
tity ing Grace? 

Another Proof to me, a very evident and pregnant 
Proof, that the bleſſed God has a very tender and 
particular Concern for your eternal Welfare, is, his 
diſconcerting your Schemes; than which nothing, I 
think, could be more effectually calculated, to waft 
you along the ſmooth Stream of Infenfibility, and 
Pleaſure into the Fit of Perdition. 

Let this, though a Thorn in the Fleſh, be a Token 
for Good. He that has begun to reſcue you, will 
accompliſh his gracious Purpoſe.—Ere long, I truſt 
this new Song will be put into your Mouth, The 
Snare is broken and I am delivered, P/a/m cxxiv. 7. 


— 


Sad Triumph of Sin over all that is great and ex- 
cellent in Man ! Glorious Triumph of Repentance,. 
over all that is ſhameful and dreadful in Sin —Mil- 
lions have fallen, have finned as Davip, but who 
ever repented and recovered like him !—Revolve his 
whole Life before the Affair of Uriah / It is almoſt 
one Train of a wiſe, a generous, a pious, and a 
valiant Conduct: Revolve his whole Life from the 
Hour of this Guilt, and you will find it little elſe than 
one Train of Humiliation and Repentance before God; 
and this too, even after the Aſſurance of Pardon, from 
the Mouth of God himſelf by his Prophet Nathan ;. 
which is the higheſt Proof of a refined Piety and ex- 
alted Virtue. 


-- 
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Be of good Comfort, dear Sir, for with the Lord there 
Mercy and 8 Redemption, cxxx. 7. 

Read by Way of Conſolation, Manaſſab's Humiliati- 
on, 2 Chron. xxxiii. 12, 13.—And ſee likewiſe God's 
gracious Dealings, even with Rehoboam himſelf, 2 
Chron. xii. 6, 7. | 

Don't * diſpiriting Ideas or have hard thoughts 
of the God of everlaſting Compaſſion; oh how weak is 
our Faith Read and ſtudy well that excellent and 
comfortable little Tract, Liborius Zimmer mannus, De 
Eminentia Cognitionis Chriſti.— Converſe with ſome ex- 
perienced Chriſtians, and remember what our bleſſed 
Saviour has promiſed, © Where two or three are ga- 
„ thered together in my Name, there am I in the midſt 
of them.” We never make any Doubt but our 
Friends (eſpecially if they be the diſtinguiſhed Servants 
of Jeſus) will fulfil their Promiſes, yet we queſtion (fie 
upon us, he upon us for our Unbelief) whether the 
divine Maſter bimſelf will accompliſh his Word, 

I am, dear Sir, with much Eſteem, and with much 
Concern, for your preſent and eternal Welfare, 


Yours, very ſincerely, 
James HERvEr, 


LETTER LXXXVIIL 


Dear 
HIS Letter will come to your Hands, as the 
Bleſſings of the everlaſting Goſpel are offered to 

our Souls, without Money and without Price. 

Be under no Concern about the Report you menti- 
on, it gives me not one Moment's uneaſineſs; we have 
acted, I truſt, as faithful Stewards of our Maſter in 
Heaven ; and if þe approves, how very inſignificant 
is the cenſure of Men! And what—ah what is a little 
Miſrepreſentation, or a few Laſhes from tattling 
Tongues, compared with thoſe cruel Mockings, which 
our divine and dying Redeemer bore ! 

You are, I find, as I too often am, in poor _ 

| on- 
+ See Page 206 of the firſt Volume, , 
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Condition, when our Lord addreſſed him, with that 
tender Rebuke, O thou of little faith, wherefore didſt 
thou doubt? —wherefore indeed do we doubt? Is he 
not an all-ſufficient Saviour? Is not his Death a com- 
plete Atonemeat, ſufficient to take away the Sins of a 
whole World ?—ls not his Righteouſneſs a perfect 
Righteouſneſs, able to juſtify even the moſt Ungodly ?— 
Does not his Godhead impart an infinite dignity to 
both? Rendering them more powerful to fave, than 
millions, unnumbered Millions of Sins are to deſtroy ? 
Is he not a willing Saviour ?-—How willing was Jo- 
ſeph to give the Good of the Land of Egypt to his aged 
Father? — How willing was Jonathan to ſcreen his 
beloved David from Sau!'s Wrath? — How willing is 
an indulgent Patent, to deal out Bread to his hungry 
Child? Equally willing, abundantly more willing is 
Chtiſt to give himſelf to our Souls, to reconcile us to 
his almighty father, to fit us for his Kingdom, and take 
us to his Glory, ——A Parent does not chuſe to die 
for his Child: Jonathan never ſpilt his Blood for 
Deavid,—nor did Joſeph lay down his Life for that good 
old Man Jacob. But this, all this, the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt freely undertook, freely underwent for us. What 
could he do more to aſſure us of his Love ?—Let us 
contemplate the Story of his bitter, bitter Paſſion. Let 
us view him proſtrate in an Agony of Sorrow, on the 
cold Ground ; extended, with racking Torture, on the 
accurſed Tree; laid all pale and mangled with Wounds, 
in the gloomy Sepulchre. And fure we ſhall have a 
ſtronger Proof of Chriſt's Willingneſs to ſave us, than 
the Teſtimony of ten thouſand Miniſters preaching on 
Earth, or of ten thouſand Angels ſpeaking from Heaven. 
Is he not a faithiul Saviour ? Having loved his own, 
he loveth them even unto the End. As his Eyes never 
lumber, nor ſleep, ſo his Care for his People is never 
intermitted ; he has written their Names on the Palms 
of his Hands, and their eternal Intereſts are ever be- 
fore him; he will never, never, never leave nor for. 
fake them; #0, not in any Circumltance, nor on any 
Account. They are his peculiar Treaſure, and the 
| Ranſom of his own dear Life; they are the Recom- 
. „ pence 
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pence for all his Sufferings, and are to be the ſewels 
in his Mediatorial Crown; they therefore ſhall never 
periſh, neither ſhall any pluck them out of his Hand. — 
Neither Life, nor Death, nor Things preſent, nor 
Things to come, ſhall be able to ſeparate them from 
his Love, from his Boſom, from his Heart. Happy 
art thou, O al] who is like unto thee, O People 
faved by the Lord? who is the Shield of thy Help, 
and the Sword of thy Excellency, The eternal God 
is thy Refuge, and underneath are the everlaſting Arms, 
ſurely then thou mayſt dwell in ſafety, Deut. xxxiii. 
27, Ofc. 

Are we unworthy Sinners ? We readily own it, and 
oh! that we may deeply feel it! But did not Chriſt 
chuſe to converſe with Publicans and Sinners? Did he 
not come to ſeek and to ſave that which was loſt ?— 
The ſame Spirit which actuated him on Earth, he ra- 
tains now he is exalted into Heaven; let not therefore 
our deplorable Vileneſs be our Hindrance, but our In- 
citement to apply to the ever-gracious Friend of Sin- 
ners,—Indeed, if we were not Sinners, we ſhould not 
be proper Objects for the Saviour. They that are 
whole need not a Phyſician, but they that are ſick ; for 
ſuch he made his Soul an Offering, and for ſuch he 
brought in everlaſting Righteouſneſs ; he makes Inter- 
ceſſion, not for the Righteous, but for Tranſgreſſors; 
and thoſe that are afar off, in Rebellion and Apoſtacy, 
are brought nigh ;—nigh to God, and Home to Hea- 
ven, by the Blood of Chriſt. 

May theſe Conſiderations fink into our Hearts, and 
be made the Seed of a lively, growing, and joyful 
Faith !—And may the Lord direct us both, (as we 
both groan in this Tabernacle, and are burdened) into 
the Love of God, and the patient waiting for of Jeſus! 
when this languiſhing, this corruptible Body will lie 
down in Peace, and reſt in Hope: and the Soul deli- 
vered from every Conflict, cleanſed from every Stain, 
will be for ever, for ever with the Lord.—Amen and 


Amen, ſays 0 
James HEZNVE V. 


L E T- 
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LETTER LXXXIX. 


| Wefton- Favell, June 3, 1749. 

O, my dear Sir, the Phyſicians upon the whole 

have given your Friend no great Hopes of a Cure. 
— The Apothecary's Shop, the Aﬀes Dugs, and che 
Mineral Waters may, they apprehend, palliate the Diſ- 
order ; but that even a Palliation, it ſeems, is not to 
be expected, without keeping the Mind quiet and 
chearful ;-—and that this important End may moſt ef- 
fectually be anſwered, the Doctors have recommended 
Diverſions, Travelling, and Company, giving a Cau-- 
tion at the ſame time, | am told, againſt Retirement, fo 
much praying, and poring over religious Books. 

Now it Chearfulneſs be the grand, the fundamental, 
the only Recipe adequate even to the Mitigation of this 
Diſeaſe, I may venture to aſſert, that ſuch Recipe is 
to be found—{poſlibly what I declare may be wondered 
at) but I aver it is to be found in the Bible. It may be 
ſeen wrote at length, and it well deſerves Conſiderati - 
on, in Prov. xvii. 22. 

A merry Heart doth good like a Medicine: but a bro- 
hen Syirit drieth the Bones. 

That a ſatisfied, a ſerene, and chearful State of Mind, 
will in this Caſe be more beneficial than all Manner of 
Reſtoratives for decayed Nature, or Cordials for the 
ſinking Spirits, I can eaſily believe; nay, I am farther 
convinced, that whatever can be contrived by the moſt 
ſolicitous Care of the Phyſicians, will probably be ren- 
dered ineffeQtual, without this prime Preparative, this 
moſt ſovereign Preſcript.—lt is indiſpenſably neceſſary, 
that all poſſible Endeavours ſhould be exerted to have 
the Thoughts calm, placid and eaſy, —Every thing 
mult be ſacrificed to this moſt deſirable End, —Nothing 
can be more pernicious, in ſuch Circumſtances, than 
the contrary Situation of Mind, - But here will ariſe a 
Queſtion, How this inward Tranquillity may moſt ea- 
ſily be attained, and moſt ſurely eſtabliſhed ? By Com- 
_pany, by Travelling, by Diverſions, the DoQors and 
ſome others will reply.— am far, very far, from being 

5 an 
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an Enemy to Diverſions, when properly choſe, and u- 
ſed with Moderation. Travelling may beguile the 
Senſe of Woe, and palliate for a while the Malady, 
Company, when chearful and improving, is an excel- 
lent Source of Comfort: when innocent only and en- 
tertaining, is of ſome preſent Service, and ought to be 
allowed (at Intervals) Admittance, But theſe will no 
more reach the Caſe now under Conſideration, —are no 
more able to create à ſettled Tranquillity in the Breaſt, 
than the gentle motions of a Fan are ſufficient to impel 
a Wind-bound Fleet. If they engroſs our Time, and 
leave no Leiſure for nobler Methods of Conſolation, 
they will certainly prove like heavy, louring Clouds, 
and inſtead of. diffuſing, will intercept the Rays of 
Heart-felt Satisfaction. But what, may it be aſked, 
would I ſubſtitute inſtead of theſe Expedients ?—l 
would beg Leave (unpolite as it may ſeem, and in a 
manner exploded) to recommend Prayer to God, and 
the daily mm + of the Scriptures.—If kind and 
friendly Converſation be judged proper, why ſhould 
Prayer be diſapproved !—Prayer is an humble, but de- 
lightful Intercourſe, with the beſt, the greateſt the e- 
verlaſting Friend —And has any earthly Friend exerci- 
ſed more Loving-kindneſs? Is any earthly Friend more 
able to adminiſter Relief than the bleſſed God? If there 
be ſuch Friends, let them be our whole Dependance, 
and let omnipotent Goodneſs be ſecluded from any 
regard, 

God has ſo loved us, that he gave his own Son, 
dearer to bimſelf than all Angels, and al! Worlds, to 
die for our Salvation, Rather than we ſhould periſh 

| for 
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+ Gaftrell's Chriſtian Inſtitutes, ate fingularly uſeful 
to Perſons whoſe Spirits are ſo much affected by ner- 
vous Diſorders, as not to be able long to attend to 
Reading ; the whole Duty of a Chriſtian being there 
taught in the very Words of Scripture; and ſuch Texts 
as ſuit every Condition and Circumſtance in Life, are 
placed in Order under the ſeyeral Heads. The ſixth 
Edition in 12mo, Price 25s. 6d. 
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for ever, he ſent his infinitely glorious Son to take up- 
on him our Nature, and ſuffer the unknown Agonies 
of Crucifixion. —To ſhew his Readineſs to ſuccour us 
in any Diſtreſs, he tiles himſelt the Father of Mercies, 
and God (not of ſome, but) of all Comfort, (2 Cor. 1, 
3.)—And where is the Perſon, from whom we may 
more reaſonably expect to receive tender and compaſ- 
ſionate Succours, than from this all-gracious God? 
Is he not as powerful as he is gracious ?—What 7eb 
ſaid of his Companions, is, in a Degree, true of every 
human Aid: Impotent and miſerable Comforters are 
ye all, —But the God of Heaven is able to give Songs 
in the Night of Diſtreſs ; to make the Bones, that Sor- 
row and Anguiſh have broken, to rejoice. If he ſpeak 
Peace, who ſhall cauſe Diſquietude, or what ſhall de- 
ſtroy our Tranquillity ?—LIndeed if we apply for Com- 
fort, to any thing lower than Heaven, or by any ſuch 
Means as exclude frequent Prayer, we negle& the 
Fountain of living Water, and hew to ourſelves Ciſterns, 
broken Ciſterns that can hold no Water. The Scriptures 
(and believe me as I ſpeak from daily\Expcri-nce) are a 
Treaſury of Comfort. One who had drank deep of the 
Cup of Sorrow declares, that they rejoice the Heart; 
—and that for his own Part, if his Delight had not been 
in the divine Law, he ſhould have periſhed in his Trou- 
ble, (ſee Bible, P/a/m cxix. 92.)—Theſe Things, fays 
the favourite Diſciple, write we unto you (not barely 
that you may have Joy, but) that your Joy may be full 
( Jabn xv. 11.)—And St. Paul adds, that whatever 
Things are written by the Spirit of Inſpiration, are 
written for our Benefit; that we through Patience and 
Comfort of the Scriptures, might have Hope, (Roz. 
XV. 4) That bleſſed Hope of eternal Lite, which js 
an Anchor to the Soul, in all the Storms of Adverſity; 
which is the Oil of Gladneſs, ſwimming above all the 
Waves of Affliction.— By having Recourſe to Diver- 
ſions and Amuſements, in Preference to the ſtrong 
Conſolations ſuggeſted in the Bible, we act as injudici- 
ouſly, we ſhall be deceived as certainly, as if amidſt the 
ſultry Heats of Summer, we ſhould ſeek cooling Re- 
g freſh- 
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freſhment from a painted Tree, and ſhun the embow- 
ering ſhady Covert of a real Grove. 

If we are afflicted, the Scriptures acquaint us, that 
our Afflictions are the Chaſtiſements of a Father, not 
the Scourges of an Enemy. They give us aſſurance, 
that the all-diſpoſing Providence will not ſuffer us to 
be afflicted, above what we are able to bear. (See 1 
Cor. x. 13.)— That they ſhall turn to our Good, and 
bring forth the peaceable Fruits of Righteouſneſs ?— 
that they are light; are only for a Moment, and yet 
ſhall work out for us a Weight, an eternal Weight of 
Glory.—Can all the Volumes of Heathen Morality 
ſuggeſt, or all the Recreations in the World afford, fuch 
rational and ſolid Conſolation ?—Without theſe Con- 
ſolations. Afflictions will be like a latent Sore, ſmar- 
ting and rankling in the Heart ;—will produce Diſ- 
content with our Condition, and repining at Provi- 
dence ;—a melancholy Temper, and a fretfu] Carti- 
age.— Trifling Company, and worldly Pleatures, will 
ſerve only to aggravate the Miſery, and make us in- 
wardly mourn, that while others are in the Elevations | 
of Mirth, we are preſſed with a Weight of Calamity.— 
Whereas by Means of theſe ſovereign Conſolations, 
Afflictions may be improved to the Health ot the Mind, 
and become a moſt falutary Expedient for furthering 
our ſpiritual Happineſs. 

Can any thing be more (or equally comfortable) than 
the Privileges recorded in that Charter of our Salvation, 
the Scriptures ?— There we are told, that as many as 
truly believe in Jeſus Chriſt, are Children of the Al- 

mighty that the Cod who commandeth the Waters, 
the glorious God who maketh the Thunder, the ever- 
laſting King, who ruleth all Things in Heaven and 
Earth, is their Father : He pities them as a Father pi- 
ties his own Children, (Palm ciii. 13.)—and that a 
Mother may ſooner {orget her fucking Child, than he 
can remit his tender Care, for their preſent Welfare and 
endleſs Felicity, (//aiah xlix 15.)— That, becauſe we 
are Sinners, Chriſt Jeſus, with infinitely more than pa- 
rental Tenderneſs, bore our Sins, and expiated all our. 
Guilt, in his own bleeding Body upon the * 
; er 
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Pet. ii. 24.)—Becauſe we frequently offend, and al- 
ways fail, our merciful High-Prieſt ever liveth to make 
Interceſſion for us, and to plead his divine Merits in our 
' Behalf, (Heb. vii. 25.)—Becauſe we have many Cor- 
ruptions within, and are aſſaulted by various Temptati- 
ons without, we have a Promiſe of the bleſſed Spirit to 
ſubdue our Corruptions, (Galat. iii, 14 Ezek. xxxvi. 
27.) and renew us after the Image of him, who crea- 
ted us, (Colof. iii. 10.)—Becauſe we are liable to ma- 
nifold Misfortunes, and viſited with a Variety of Sor- 
rows, the ſame holy Spirit is promiſed, under the a- 
miable Character of a Comforter, (John xv. 7. Luke 
xi. 13.)—Becauſe all Fleſh is Graſs, and all the Good- 
lineſs thereof (the Youth, the Beauty, the Wealth, all 
mortal Accompliſhments, and every worldly Enjoy- 
ment) is withering, and tranſient as the Flower of the 
Field, //atah xl. 6 The Scriptures direct our View, 
and conſign over to our Faith, a moſt incomparable, 
reverſionary Inheritance; an Inheritance reſerved in 
Heaven for us, which is incorruptible, undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away, (1 Pet. i. 4. 

Are theſe things, I would aſk the Phyſicians, likely 
to deject the Mind, or oppreſs it with Heavineſs ?— 
Need their Patients fear an Aggravation of Diſtreſſes, 
from the Offer, from the Enjoyment of ſuch Bleſ- 
ſings ?—Much more reaſonably might the bleeding 
Wound, fly from the lenient Hand, dread the healin 
Balm, and court its Cure from the Viper's envenomed 
Tooth. Have theſe Truths a Tendency to engen- 
der gloomy Apprehenſions, as the medical Gentlemen 
are too apt to imagine, or do theſe increaſe the Load 
which galls an afflicted Mind ?—Rather, what Heart, 
(that attends to, and believes ſuch glad Tidings) 'can 
torbear even leaping for Joy ? Theſe are calculated to 
put off our Sackcloth, and gird us with Gladneſs; are 
enough to turn the Groans of Grief, into the Songs of 
Gratitude. 

Cheared by theſe reviving Conſiderations, ſupported by 
this bleſſed Hope, the antient Chriſtians were more than 
Conquerors over all their Calamities ; they even glo- 


ried 
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ried in Tribulations, becauſe theſe were the appoint- 
ed Way to the Kingdom of Heaven, A&s xiv. 22. 
They took joyfully the ſpoiling of their Goods, know- 
ing, that they had, in the World above, a better and 
more enduring Subſtance, Heb, x. 34 —They per- 
ceived with Complacency, the Decay of their earthly 

Tabernacle; becauſe there remained for them, after 
their Diſſolution, a Houſe not made with Hands, eter- 
nal in the Heavens, 2 Cor. v. 1. Perhaps we may 
not arrive at ſuch Heights of heroick and triumphant 
Exultation, but ſurely we ſhould try thoſe Remedies, 
which in their Caſe were fo ſurpriſingly and happily 
ſucceſsful. 

+ Upon the whole; a peaceful Compoſure of Mind, 
and calm Refignation tothe all-wiſe Will of God ; 
a holy Joy in the Merits of our ever bleſſed Redeemer, 
and a well grounded Hope of unutterable and immor- 
tal Bliſs, in a better World; theſe, theſe are more ab- 
ſolutely needful for a Caſe like this, and will do more 
towards Relief, than all the Drugs that Nature pro- 
duces.— And very ſure I am, that theſe noble Ano- 
dynes are diſpenſed no where- but in the Scriptures ; 
are to be procured no otherwiſe than by Prayer.— 
Other Methods may ſtupify for a Moment, but will 
not remove the Pain, much leſs introduce permanent 
Eaſe. 

T ſpeak not this from mere Speculation, or conjec- 
tural Probability.—I have myſelf EX ERIENCEO the 
Efficacy of the preceding Expedients for theſe defirable 
Purpoſes, —Having been a ſort of Veteran in Aﬀic- 
tion, T have been under a Neceſſity of applying theſe 
Conſolations; and have the utmoſt Reaſon to bear 
Witneſs, that there are none like them. The Scrip- 
tures are the Treaſury of Joy and Peace, and the truly 
Religious are generally the moſt uniformly chearful. 

If you apprehend what I have here advanced on the 
Means of obtaining true Chearfulneſs and ſolid Peace 
of Mind, may be in any Meaſure inſtrumental to the 
Comfort of your Friend, you would do well perhaps 
to communicate it, as I preſume you are not aſhamed 


of appearing in the Recommendation of the ä 
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The Phyſicians would probably ſneer at ſuch ſort of 
Advice, but the A:guments will not be the leſs valid 
on that Account ; and if their Patients be ſeriouſly 
poles, ſuch Sneers would have little or no EffeQ.— 

0 * recollect Dr. Young's Lines in the eighth 
Night 


Would'ſt thou not laugh, 4 
This Counſel ſtrange, ſhould I preſume to give ? 
Retire, and read thy Bible, to be gay, 

7 here Truths abound of ſovereign Aid to Peace ? 
But theſe thou think'ſt are gloomy Paths of joy: 
Falſe Joys indeed are born for want of Thought ; 
True Joys from Thought's full Bent and Energy: 
And this demands a Mind in equal Poize, | 
Remote from gloomy Grief and glaring Joy; 
Much Joy not only ſpeaks ſmall Happineſs ; 

But Happineſs, that ſhortly muſt expire: 

Can Joy unbottomed in Reflection ſtand ? 

Can ſuch a Joy, mezt Accidents unſhock'd ? 

Or talk with threat'ning Death, and not turn pale? 


Though my Letter is much longer than I at firſt 
intended, and ſtands in need of an Apology for its 
Prolixity, I cannot conclude. without giving you a 
freſh Aſſurance, that amongſt the great Number of 
thoſe who eſteem and reſpect you, there is not one of 


them who more ſincerely regards you than, good 
Sir, | 


Your moſt obedient, and 
very humble Se rvant, / 
JAuESs Hervey. 


L E T- 
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* See Letter XXVII. Page 36. of this Volume. 
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LETTER XC. 


My dear Friend, Weflon« Favell, Dec. 15, 1755: 
Return you my beſt Thanks for ſending me. a 
Copy of ſo ſmart and ſenſible a Letter, which came 

to me very apropos; and which I think is fo likely to 
do good in this diſputatious Age, that I wiſh it was 
printed in ſome of the Magazines and publick Papers. 
—[ am much obliged to you for your kind Caution 
againſt my being drawn into a Controverſy, particularly 
by the very warm and overbearing Mr. , who is 
now grown impatient of the leaſt Contradiction, and 
=_ from being a deſirable Companion, or Correipon- 
ent. 

Corftroverſy is as much my Averſion as it can be 
yours; for where that begins, Religion too otten ends; 
and I ſhall not enter the Liſts, I — you, with any 
one, unleſs I am abſolutely neceſſitated to it: But if I 
am compelled to appear in Print on ſuch an Occaſion, I 
ſhall endeavour to pay due Regard to Solomon's excel- 
lent Advice, wiz. © A ſoft Aniwer turncth away 
« Wrath, but grievous Words (tir up Anger.” Prov. 
xv. 1. Inſtead of exaſperating my Adverlary by cut- 
ting Reprehenſions, I will, if poſſible, conſtrain him 
by a candid and reſpectful Treatment to moderate his 
Temper ; and by a coercive Propriety of Arguments, 
. perſuade him to relinquith ſuch Tenets, as I think er- 
roneous. 

God grant that I may never behave with an inde- 
cent — how great ſoever may be the Pro- 
vocation of my Gainſayers; but that in all my Wri- 
tings and Converſations I may avoid the haſty Spirit, 
leſt I injure my own Peace of Mind, and diſgrace my 
Profeſſion as a Chriſtian and a Miniſter. 

It is. a Rule with me, always to ſpeak well of the 
good Qualities even of bad Men, eſpecially when o- 
thers are cenſuring them with an un merciſul Severity; 
aud I could wiſh that every Controverſialiſt would 
learn ſo much Candour, as to put the beſt Conſtruc- 
tion on his Opponent's Book, and to embrace what 

Was 
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was in general good in it, however he might doubt or 
cenſure ſome particular Opinions of the contending 
Author. | 
'To live peaceably with all Men is my earneſt 
Deſire and my daily Prayer; and in order to do 
this, lam more and more convinced of the Neceſſity 
of Candour, Humility, and a conſcientious Regard to 

the Example of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 
; I am, my dear Friend, 
Affectionately and inviolably yours, 


J. Hexver. 


A Copy of the Letter above-mentioned, never before 
printed. 

Dear Sir, 

1 1 Have a ſtrong and ſettled Averſion to all manner 
« &4 of Diſpute, in Things that relate to a Meſſage 
« of perfect Peace and Love. The Kingdom of God 
„is no more Opinion than it is Meat and Drink 
« And Argumentation can have little to do where a 
% new Heart, and a right Spirit is the Buſineſs, or 
% Work to be performed. 

« If we prevail in our Diſputes (though I believe 
te there is not a ſingle Inſtance in which either of the 
© Antagoniſts ever condeſcended publickly to own 
„ himſelf in the wrong,) our Adverſaries then became 
« battled Worldlings: If they prevail, then they 
© become Worldlings triumphant - When we deal 
* much in Diſputes we foil our Souls, and endanger 
„the Temper of Meekneſs and Love, which we are 
ſo frequently injoined to cultivate, and which are 
* the very Badge of Chriſtianity. 

As for amicable Diſputes in Religion, 'tis as errant 
“Cant as an amicable Suit at Law. — A Diſpute a- 
* bout the Sacrament, as naturally removes the 
Mind out of its State of perfect Charity, as a Quar- 
„rel about a whore.—'l he Subject alters _— 
« "tis the Temper of Mind wherewith we handle 
„ theſe Matters, that defile the Man; and 'tis > 
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rally impoſſible to meddle to any Purpoſe, without 
having the Mind diſordered. 
„St. Paul was plainly of the ſame Opinion, when 
he wrote thus to Timothy: If any Man conſent not 
to wholſome Words, even the Words of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and to the Doctrine which is according 
to Godlineſs, he is proud, knowing nothing, but 
doting about Queſtions and Strifes of Words, where- 
of cometh Envy, Strife, Railings and Surmiſes, 
perverſe Diſputings of Men of corrupt Minds, and 
deſtitute of the Truth, ſuppoſing that Gain is God- 
lineſs: from ſuch withdraw thyſelf. 1 Tim. vi. 3,4, 5. 
This is the conſtant Caſe of. all the Diſputes in 
the Goſpel itlelf —The more they argued, the fur- 
ther they were always from the Point; inſomuch 
that even thoſe who are ſaid to believe on Chriſt, 
at the Beginning of the Chapter of Diſpute, before 
the End of it take up Stones to caſt at him. 
* In ſhort, till a Man be a Chriſtian in ſome meafure, 
he has neither Ability, nor any Right in Nature to 
talk about it. Tis more abſurd than a Controverſy 
between a Fiſh and a Fowl, about the beſt and moit 
commodious Element to breathe in. 
* 'The Peace and Purity of our own Minds, is of 
more value than of every other Endowment. —For 
my own Part, I had rather be able to bear patiently 
the nick-name of Fool or Madman, than to become 
famons for all the Wiſdom and Prudence which the 
World knows how to commend and eſteem. 
* In this Poverty of Spirit, I would heartily intreat 
all my Friends, earneſtly to ſeek after that Love 
and Peace, which is only to be found in the Face 
or Similitude of our dear Maſter, the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt—The Want of this moſt amiable and Chri- 
ſtian Diſpoſition in ſome eminent Profeſſors, for I 
never admired a rough and boiſterous Zeal, has of- 
ten ſtartled and chagrined him who is, dear Sir, 

“ Yours very ſincerely, R. W. 


« P. 8. We may talk what we will about Religion, 
it is nothing leſs than a divine * ig 
60 ort 


- ” DD was T'F ww 


[ 225 J 


4% ſhort of this is Px Aix about Religion, and that's 
« all. meet with many doctrinal Chriſtians, who 
are very Dabs at Chapter and Verſe, and yet very 
% Bond-flaves to Earth and Self. Spiritual Chriſtians 
« (which are the only true ones) are almoſt as ſcarce as 
„ Phcenixes.” 5 | 


LETTER XCL. 


My dear Friend, Saturday Morning. 
E T me exhort you to live as on the Borders of 
. Eternity, and often to reflect where the late Fall 
from your Horſe might have hurried you. Eternity 
is at Hand, —he that cometh will come, and will not 
tarry, oh that your Soul may proſper, for without 
that, what are all the Riches, Pleaſures, and Honours 
of this Earth ! But it cannot proſper, unleſs the World 
be under Foot, and your Affections fixed on Jeſus. 
What beſides him, my dear Friend, deſerves a Thought? 
And how tenderly has he dealt with us, notwithſtand- 
ing all our Ingratitude and Provocations? I can fay no 
more than I have ſaid to you; but I pity you, and I 
pray for you, that you may conquer this Fear of Man: 
II wiſh you would every Day for the next Month, 
read ſome Part of Profeſſor Frank's Nicodemus, or The 
Fear of Man. Dr. *** told me he had a great Regard 
for you, and wiſhed you would ſet your Face as a 
Flint; exert your lively Talents to promote the Goſ- 
pel, and confeſs the Lord Jeſus boldly before Men, on 
every proper Occaſion : and when they talk — 
or take the Lord's Name in vain, you ought genteelly 
to reprove them, or leave the Company : This would 
be acting like a Chriſtian, But while you are thus fi- | 
lent, meally-mouthed, ſtand ſo much upon your Po- 
liteneſs, and have ſuch a Fear of being cenſured by 
worldly-minded People, you may take my Word for 
it, you'll do very little Good, and be a Stranger to 1 
the Comfort and. Peace, which others, who ſtick cloſer 
to Chriſt, daily experience ; that comfortable Peace of | 
God, which (as Archbiſhop Secker finely obſerves, 
Page 132. of his Nine Sermons) is that Senſe of being 
| f | in 
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in Friendſhip with him, that feeling of Comfort and 
Joy flowing from him, which paſſeth all Underſtand- 
ing ; exceeds the Conception of thoſe who have not 
experienced it, and will exceed hereafter the pre- 
ſent Conceptions of thoſe who have. Adieu, my 


dear Friend. Think well on what the Archbiſhop 
has ſo pathetically deſcribed, and then meditate on this 
alarming Text, and reconcile it with your own pu- 
ſillanimous Conduct, which you miſcall Prudence; 
Whoſoever ſhall be aſhamed of me and my Words in 
this adulterous and ſinful Generation, of him alto ſhall 
the Son of Man be aſhamed, when he cometh in the 
Glory of his Father with his holy Angels, Mar viii. 
38,—Once more adieu! — Remember that this is 
the Declaration of the Lord who bought us with his 
Blood, and ſuffered the unknown Agonies of Cruci- 
fixion to ſave you, and 


Yours very ſincerely, 
J. Hervey. 


P. 8. When People come to viſit me, they expect to 
hear of Chriſt ; and few come to Weſton, but thoſe 
to whom ſuch Diſcourſe is agreeable ; nor do I defire 
the Company of any others. Talking of Chriſt is 
my Touchſtone, to ſee whether a Perſon is worth my 
Acquaintance. If YOU was once to take this Me- 
thod, you'll tell me, perhaps, that ſuch and ſuch a 
one will abuſe you, and all the principal Gentlemen 
will ridicule and forſake you. —And what then ?—You 
are much better without them In their Stead 
E will have the Eſteem and Friendſhip of thoſe, who 
ove our Lord jeſus in Sincerity; and Chriſt himſelf 
will be in the midſt, who has laid up for you and all 
ſuch as love his Appearing, a Crown of Righteoufneſs. 
— Has this Conſideration no Weight with my dear 
Friend ?—Don't let me apply co you what St. Paul 
ſays of Demas, 2 Timothy, Ch. iv. 10. Demas has 
* forſaken me, having loved this preſent World.” 
Read the cxixth P/a/m, and ſee whether you and your 
worldly- wite Company have the Spirit of the — 

| e, 
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e, though a King, delighted to all of God! 
—— He not only ta/ked of him obſerve, but delighted 


to do it: and it was Pain and Grief “ to him to for- 
bear, 


LETTER Ken. 


Madam, Wefton-Favell, May 13. 1758. 
Have too og moe to acknowledge the Favour 
of your laſt. he Reflection gives me Uneaſineſs, 
but the Occaſion gives you an Opportnnity of exerci- 


ſing Indulgence. If you pleaſe to aſcribe my Silence 


to much Buſineſs, and little Health, you will do Juſ- 
tice to my Proceeding, and to your own Candour. 

_ You enquire after the beſt Week's Preparation for 
the Sacrament ,4—1 cannot ſay that I much admire 


any 


. ® See Pſalm xxxix. z. | 
+ The Book for the Uſe of the Communicants at 
the Sacramental Table, which Mr. Herwey generally 
ave away, was Dr. Wilſon's (the late Biſhop of Man) 
ort and plain Inſtruction for the better Underſtand- 
ing the Lord's Supper, with proper Helps and Di- 
rections for joining in every Part——Mr. Marſball's 
Treatiſe on Sandification, could anſwer no ſuch End, 
though it might, in Mr. Herwey's Opinion, give the 
beſt general Account of the Nature and End of the 
Sacrament, and Mr. Fenks's Offices of Devotion (which 
are excellent) has only a few Pages on the Subject, and 
not the Communion Service in it: Beſides, it is dou- 

ble the Price of Biſhop's Vi ſſon's. 


Now as a proper Book at the Sacrament is of ſuch 


Importance, and as Mr. Hervey himſelf judged Biſhop 
Wilſon's to be the leaſt exceptionable of any of the Sa- 
crament Books (ſee Letter xix. Page 28. of this Vo- 
lume) the Editor has ſubjoined what is ſaid of it by 


Dr. Sronehouſe in his Friendly Advice to a Patient (eighth 
Edition.) 


6 As 
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any of thoſe Books. They are, I think, looſe, ram- 
bling, indiſtinct Companions ; they tend rather to 
bewilder, than inform the Judgment —For my own 
/ Part, I prefer the little Account of this Ordinance in 
Mr. Marſhall on San&ification, to all thoſe prolix Trea- 
tiſes.—It begins Page 298, of the fixth Edition, to 

which I wrote a recommendatory Preface. f 
If you ſhould want a Collection of Prayers ſuited to 
this Solemnity, or to any other Occaſion, there is 
none, in my Opinion, better than Mr. 7 enks's Offices 
of Devotion (which has paſled thirteen Editions) Price 
4. I ſhould far ſooner chuſe to read his two Volumes 
of Meditations, than the new Whole Duty of — 

en 


N 


« As there are few religious Subjects which have 
« been more frequently written upon, and perhaps I 
« might add leſs underſtood than the Sacrament, I 
« would here recommend this ſhort but clear and ſa- 
« tisfactory T rat, which I moſt ſincerely wiſh in the 
% Hands of almoſt every Communicant, eſpecially of 
« the Patients in all our Infirmaries.— And I prefer this 
0 to every other on the Subject, for the following Rea- 
« ſons; namely, There are ſeveral conciſe and affecting 
« Meditations on the moſt pertinent Texts of Scripture, 
% The Queſtions propoſed for Self-examination, are 
« immediately founded on the Expreſſions ſo properly 
« uſed in our Book of — — — (See Biſhop 
| « of Man on the Lord's Supper, Page 26.) and the 
| % whole Communion Service is there printed in a 
large Letter, with uſeful Directions, and ſuitable 
« FEjaculations on the Sides — So that it is remark- 
« ably well calculated to prevent the Inconveniency 
« which I have often obſerved with Concern, when 
« People are confuſed in turning backwards and for- 
% wards from their Common-Prayer Book to their 
« Sacrament Book, at a Time when their Thoughts 
« ſhould be all Attention to the Words of the Mi- 
| „ niſter ;—whereas ſuch a Tract as this would help 
| « devout Minds, without diverting them from the + 
„ Duty they are about.” 


— 
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Jenks has written another little Treatiſe, excellently 
good, and truly evangelical ; it is intitled, Submiſſion 
to the Righteouſneſs of God. It was one of the firſt Books 
that gave me an Inſight into the Truth of the Goſpel ; 
or the Way of Salvation, by the infinitely glorious O- 
bedience of our Surety, Jeſus Chriſt. 

The Word Amen, has two Significations. It de- 
notes an ardent Wiſh, Lord, let it be according to my 
humble Petition It denotes likewiſe a firm Faith, 
Lord, I am perſuaded, that thou wilt fulfil thy Pro- 
miſe, to grant my Petition. | 

If you love Entertainment, my next ſhall recom- 
mend a Book, that is as entertaining as a Novel “ or 
a Play, yet edifying as a Sermon..— I believe, Ma- 
dam, you would have no Reaſon to repent of the Pur- 
chaſe, if you was to buy Mr. Beffon s Human Nature 
in its fourfold State, of which as I have given a Cha- 
racter in the ſecond Volume of Theron and Apaſio, I 
need not ſay any thing more in this Place. 

As God is ſending forth his Word, and renewing 
the Face of material Nature; ſo may he ſend forth his 
bleſſed Spirit, and reveal Chriſt, and renew the State 
of our Souls! this will make us to differ from our 
ſormer Selves, as much as the preſent Bloom and 
Verdure of the Creation differ from the rugged Deſo- 
lations of the Winter. 

I wiſh you, Madam, the continual Preſence of this 
divine Comforter, and am, 

'Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 


J. Herver. 


LET. 


— — 


The Book here meant is De Fos's Family Inſtructor, 
in 2 Vol. 12mo. which has paſſed twelve Editions, 
and juſtly deſerves the Character Mr. Herwey gives of 
it—This is the ſame Author who wrote the Treatiſe 
intitled Religious Courtſhip, being hiſtorical Diſcourſes 
on the Neceſſity of marrying religious Huſbands and 
Wives, fixth Edition, Price 3 5. 
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My dear Friend, Wefton. Favell June 23, 1758. 
] Little thought, when I put Mr. E es Manu- 
ſcript into your Hand, that I ſhould fee it in Print 
ſo ſoon. I took very little Notice of it, and let it lie 
by me ſeveral Months, without giving it an attentive 
Conſideration. It ſeemed to me, ſo palpably weak, 
dealing only in poſitive Aſſertions and poſitive De- 
nials, that | could not imagine he would adventure it 
into the World, without very great Alterations. But 
it is now. come abroad, juſt as you received it, in a 
two Shillings Pamphlet, intitled. 4 Pre/ſervative from 
unſettled Notions in Religion, Of this Pamphlet what 
he has wrote againſt me, makes only a ſmall Part. 
Now then the Queſtion is, whether I ſhall attempt to 
anſwer it ? Give me your Opinion, as you have given - 
me your Aſſiſtance, and may the Father of Mercies 
ive you an Increaſe of Knowledge and Utterance of 
Peace and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt—1l] I have been, 
and il] I 2m; almoſt torn to Pieces by a Cough in the 
Night, which admits of no Remedy ; whatever is taken 
to aſſuage, exaſperates it. Of all Men living, that 
are not abſolutely confined, ſurely I am the weakeſt. 
If by ſuch Weakneſs, the Lord Jeſus will vouchſafe to 
glorify his Name, how tranſparent, how 1 
will be the Glory of his Power !—I have not ſeen Mr. 
P** this many a Day, no, nor this many a Month ; 
how I fear, leſt the World has beguiled him! Bleffed 
be the Lord, for ſetting our Affections on a happier 
State; bleſſed be his Grace, for giving us ſome Know- 
ledge of Jeſus, as the Way to immortal Manſions, 

There we may be Citizens, here only Sojourners. 

I am, with true Gratitude, 
and ſincere Affection, 
Yours in Chriſt Jeſus, 


J. Hezver. 


LE T- 
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LETTER XV. 


Dear Sir, VVeſton Favell, Auguſt 5, 1758. 
Erewith J ſend two other Sheets of my in- 
tended Work. Be ſo good as to examine them 

with Rigour, and correct them with Freedom. | 

I am afraid, leſt the Weakneſs of the Advocate, 
ſhould injure the bleſſed Cauſe. am the more 
ſollicitous, becauſe the unexpected Acceptance of my 
Faſt-Sermons, will probably open a pretty wide Door 
of Admiſſion for this Piece. Beſides fix Thouſand 
priated in London, an Edition was printed in Scotland; 
which was ſpeedily fold off; and I was deſired, by a 
Society eſtabliſhed for giving away religious. Books 
among the Poor, to grant them Leave to print an Im- 
preſſion for this Purpoſe. In Ireland they have been 
priated, Into Dutch they are tranſlated; and a Let- 
ter received laſt Week from ſome pious and ingenious 
Stranger in America informs me, that they have been 
reprinted ther, and found much Acceptance; all 
this will be a kind of recommendatory Preface to this 
projected Piece, Ihe good Lord grant, I may ſpeak 
and write ſound Words, ſuch as cannot be reproved ! 
Ay Prayer is, that you may be of quick Under- 
ſtanding in the Fear of the Lord, always and on all 
Occaſions, and more eſpecially, when you are ſifting 
and improving the Writings of, 
. ' ar Sir, 1 

your truly affectionate and 
much, obliged Friend, 


J. HZR VNA. 
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* rouze them from ſuch a State of Deluſion,” ] ſend you 
« my Opinion in- a few Wotds,: wiz. ** Becauſe t 

« do not pray for the Aſſiſtance * of the Holy Spirit. 
And I ſend you an Anſwer more at large, extracted 
from a Book of the celebrated Dr: Bates's, which T 
was lately reading, intitled, TR Soverzron and 
FINAL HareiNess or Man, With the efectual Means 
to obtain it. 


«The efficacious Influence, ſays the Doctor, of 


« the Holy Spirit, -is-requiſite to change the WILI, 
4% that with a free and full Conſent, dux WiLL may 
+. defire and proſecute the ſpiritual, eternal Good. 
% Without this, the Conviction of the Mind is not 
% powerful enough to convert the Soul from the Love 
* of the World to chuſe Heaven. — There may be an 
« enlightened Conſcience, without a fenewed Heart. 
% 'Tho' the JupG MENT afſent that God is the ſu- 


. 66 preme Good z yet till the Heart be circumciſed, and 


the Senſuality of the Affections taken away, divine 
Love (which ditects our Life to God as our bleſſed 
% End) can never poſſeſs it. | | | 
„ Men had x ſenſible and . Aſſurance of the 
« eternal State hereafter; F all thoſe who lived god- 
« [yin a ble Manner aſcended with Elias to Hea- 
« yen; and /F all Who continued in their Sins b 
„ deſcended into Hell, (as Corab and his Compan 
ce ete ſwallo ved up alive by the Earth before the 
« pachites ;) if Men could hear 'the Joyful Exultations 


4% of the Saints above, and their high Praiſes of God; 


<« then hear the deſperate Cries and deep Complaints 
4% of the Damned; -Nay, . F one according to the De- 
« fire of the rich Man was ſent from the doleful Re- 


« gions below, and with his fiery Tongue ſhould 


«« preach a Sermon on thoſe Torments, not deſcrib- 
« ing them at a-Diſtance, but by .a ſenſible 
| ** [tration 


. 4 yg 1 4 | 1 3 
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* See Chriſt's own Words, Luke xi. 1 which 
the Generality of Mankind difregard ; No wonder 
then the World ſhould lie ſo. much in Darkneſs, and 
be thus'dead to vital Religion, ro 
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< ſtration in himſelf, yet T#1s atone would not be 
* ſufficient to draw off Mens Hearts from the deceit- 

« fil and tranſitory Happineſs of this World, and to 
« faſten them on the perfe& and eternal Happineſs in 
« the next. Indeed, they could not then indulge 
« their Vices ſo ſecurely, but yet they would be 
Strangers to the Life of God, ſuch an inveterate Ali- 
* enation of Heart is in Men from real ® Holineſs ; 
« for till the quickening Spirit of God (by a direct- 
ing perſuaſive Light, that repreſents the Truth and 
« Goodneſs of ſpiritual Things) transforms the Soul, 
% and makes it ſpiritual in its Valuations, and Aﬀec- 
« tions, it is #mwardly averſe from Grace and Glory. 
« How earneſtly therefore ought we all To RAV, 
«that this Holy Spirit may direct our Hearts to the 
% Love of God, and to the patient waiting for of 
« Chriſt Jeſus, when he ſhall come to be glorihed in 
« his faithful Servants, and admired in all them that 
believe. gt 
In another Place + Dr. Bates expreſſes himſelf in 
theſe very momentous Terms: Worldly Men, 
„hen 


— 


» Holineſs is a divine Principle, without the /incere 
Prevalence of which, no Man ſhall fee the Lord." 
Feb. xii. 14. It is the great End of the Goſpel as 
well as the Law, to promote and advance which, the 
Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt and his Holy Spirit, 
has been revealed and imparted to us, , 

+ Dr. Bates of Emanuel, and afterwards of King's 
College, Cambridge, and Chaplain to King Charles the 
Second, is univerſally allowed to have been a Man of 
Rrong natural Parts, of great acquired Learning, of 
moſt exemplary Candor and Moderation.—Such” a 
Vivacity of Imagination as his, and ſuch a Solidity 
and Depth of Judgment, rarely meet together. —He is 
well known for the Exactneſs and Propriety of his Me- 
thod, and the Clearneſs and Delicacy of his Stile; 
inſomuch, that he was by many accounted the Cicero 
of his Time, and there oo called the Sifver-Tongued 
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ehen Death is near, are not ſo much affected with 
<« the Loſs of the Crown of Glory, and the King- 
% dom of Heaven, as with their leaving the preſent 
« World, and its Vanities : This makes .Death 
* intolerably bitter.— In ſhort, till the Love of God 
« inflames and purifies the Heart, the Fruition f his 
« Glory is not eſteemed nor deſired “. 
. Your Queſtion will be ſtill further anſwered by con- 
fidering thoroughly two Tracts, wrote by PRoressoOR 
Frank ; one of which is intitled, 4 Hort Introduction 
to the Practice of the Chriſflian Religion, (Price three 
Pence ;) and the other is intitled, Nicademus, or A Trea- 
tije againſi the Fear of Man; wherein the Cauſes and fad 


Effect; 


2 


1 


Bates—The whole Works of this elegant Author have 
Jately been reprinted in Folio (Price fifteen Shillings ;) 
but it is much to be wiſhed, that ſome of his fiele 
Pieces were to be publiſhed ſeparately, as they were 
formerly ; eſpecially, his ineſtimable little Treatiſe 
on the four laſt Tp (viz. Death, Judgment, 
Heaven and Hell,) in which Truth ſpeaks with ſuch 
Authority, "Perſuaſion, and Efficacy, as conſtrains the 
Readei to lay his Hand on his Heart, and moſt ſen- 
Kbly feel that he has a Soul and Conſcience, though 
he had hitherto. lived as if he had neither A far- 
ther Account of Dr. Bates may be found in the Bio- 
graphia Britannica amongſt the Lives .of eminent 
en 


* A writer of later Date has expreſſed himſelf much 
to the ſame Purpoſe — But as Life is the Gift of God, 
and as that is the Time for our .doing Good and ho- 
nouring our Creator and Saviour, the Words foo/;fe 
Fondneſs for Life are perhaps objectionable. | 

Nothing but a fooliſh Fondneſs for Life, which 
« if its Eels, did not cure, one would think the 
« near Proſpect of Heaven might; or elſe a Doubt 
<4 as to our Title to the promiſed Reward (which 
« ſhould. double our Diligence to ſecure that Title) 
can make any one loth to die, who heartily believes 


ia God and his Son our Saviour Jeſus,” 


22 . p te res 
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Effects thereof are briefly deſcribed, with ſome Re- 
medies againſt it, Price One Shilling, —dedicated to' 
the honourable war for Reformation of Manners 

And now having mentioned ProrFEssor Frank, 
and his Treatiſe again/t the Fear of Man, I cannot con- 
clude without obſerving, that I think him one of the 
moſt eminent Chriſtians, and moſt extraordinary Men 
Jever heard of, as his Pietas Hallen/is, which I read 
with Admiration and deep Humility, ſufficiently de 
monſtrates ; and had I been a Member of the Society 
for Reformation of Manners, when the Dedication 
of his Nicopewvs had been preſented to them, I 
ſhould have made a Motion to have had an hundred 
Pounds expended in a proper Diſtribution of that moſt 


important Book, as there can be no material Reforma- 


tion, till the Fear of Man is removed; and as nothing 
can be better calculated to extirpate ſuch Fear, and 

promote all the other laudable Ends of the Sociecy, 
| I am, dear Sir, yours, c. 


James Hervey, 


P. 8. The Title of the Book I recommended to 
your Son, pleaſe to tell him, was Henry's Pleaſantne/5 
45 religious Life. The Author deſigned it particu- 
arly for young People; and in my Converſation with 
them, I generally mention it; indeed I am the more 
ſollicitous of having it put into their Hands, as they 
are too apt to look upon Religion in a gloomy 
View, conſidering it as deſtructive of every Enjoy - 
ment. 

LETTER XCVI. 

_ Iy dear Friend, Weſton Favell, Oct. 24, 1758. 
12 me repeat my Thanks for the Trouble you 
have taken, and for the Aſſiſtance you have given 
me, in relation to my Controverſy with Mr. Weſley ; 
he is ſo unfair in his Quotations, and ſo magiſterial in 
his Manner, that I find it no ſmall Difficulty, to pre- 
ſerve the Decency of the Gentleman, and the Meek- 
M 3 neſs 
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. neſs of the Chriſtian, in my intended Anſwer : May 
our divide Maſter aid me in both theſe Inſtances, or 
elſe not ſuffer me to write at all. 

I have juſt been reading Had. iii. 13. 70! My 
e iy ſeemed difficult to clear; one of the Metaphors 
referring to an animate, the other to an inanimate Struc- 
ture; I ſhould be glad toknow, how you underſtand, and 
how you would explain the Paſſage. Perhaps, at your 
Leiſure, you will conſider the whole Chapter ; and, 
when I aſk for a Deſcant upon one, give me an Elu- 
cidation of twenty Verſes, 

I have certainly a very great Eſteem for Dr. Gill, yet 
I never could aſſent to his Notion of eternal“ Juſti- 
fication. I am very much obliged to you for pointin 
out to me the Paſlage in Theron and Aſpaſia, hic 


The Gentleman to whom Mr. Hervey is here wri- 
ting has remarked, as follows, in a Letter wrote fince 
Mr. Herwey's Deceaſe: 

« Mr. Herwey's Zeal for the Doctrine of Fares 
„ Graces made him ſtiive to expreſs himſelf in Dr. 
illi Manner; not enough attending to the Con- 
* ſequences.—Now this Paſſage, wrote but two 
„ Months before his Death, is ſuch a frank Declara - 
ration againſt a, fundamental Antinomian Doctrine, 
* as cannot but be pleaſing to all his pious Friends.“ 
ee Vol. II. p. 119, where he declares againſt Au- 
tinomi aniſin. 

Mr. Hervey has occafionally complained of the Un- 
fairneſs of repreſenting kim as a Predeſtinarian without 
a ſufficient Authority : And in the 23d Page of this Vo- 
lume he declares that be never even attempted to ſtudy 
that intricate Point: Is it therefore the Part of Candour 
to draw Concluſions which may be to his Diſadvantage, 
deduced only from ſome dubious Expreſſions in his Writings ? 
— Deduftjons, . which the benevolent My. Hervey 
himſelf would haut been ſo far from granting, that be 
awould have ſtartled at them with Ab bort ence. 
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ſeems to favour, or proceeds upon ſuch a Tenet.— 
It ſhall be altered in the next Edition. 
My dilatory. Proceedings you will aſcribe to the 
real Cauſe, Sickneſs; then you will not deal with 
me according to the Law of Retaliation, but accord - 
ing to that Law of Kindneſs, which the Grace of 
our Lord jeſus Chriſt has written upon your Heart. 

Indeed, I think your Arguments are unanſwerable. 
If fo, don't you think there are ſome Things in my 
third Dialogue exceptionable; I wiſh you would ex- 
amine it; bring it to the Touchſtone of your laſt Let - 
ter, and where it is wrong, correct it. 

I ſhould. like to have Theron object ſomething in 
your Way of Argumentation, and Aſpaſio frankly con- 
fels that he has overſhot the Mark. Such an Ac- 
knowledgment endears the Character of the Speaker, 
and ſuch a Circumſtance makes the Sentiment more 
impreſſive on the Reader, | | 

have often thought the ſecond Verſe of Pſal. cxxxi, 
very difficult, and have been at a Loſs to find out the 
Propriety of the Compariſon. Why compoſed and 
uiet as a weaned Child? When we know, that the 
Time of weaning Children, is always a Time of Dit- 
appointment, often of Diſeaſe. At this Seaſon, they 
are S froward and peevith. The very re- 
verſe, therefore of that Frame of Mind, which the 
Eſalmiſt ſeems to be illuſtrating.— This was the beſt 
Solution, which occurred to my Thoughts. A Child, 
weaned from his Mother, is diſquieted and fretful, 
Such is my natural, and ſuch would be my habitual 
Temper, was 1 not. influenced and calmed by Grace; 
but through divine Grace, my Mind is reſigned and 
quiet as the weaned Child, when brought back to the 
Mother, and lulled to reſt 1x on that ſoft and 
warm Boſom, where it had ſo often lain, with the 
greatet Delight ; but from which it had been, for a 
aſon, withdrawn.—You ſee, I would tranſlate Mee 
Hy in Pedus five Gremium Matris ſuæ. But whether 
wy Tranſlation be warrantable, or my Paraphraſe ſuch 
as ſuits the Tenour of the Pſalm, I ſubmit to your De- 
termination, | 
5 M 4 Accept 


.. 8 
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Accept my ſincere Thanks for your valuable Cor- 
rection of a Paſſage in my Sermon; ſuch improving 
Animad verſions, will always be more acceptable than 
the inebriating Voice of Applauſe far more accep- 
table to, | 


Tour truly affectionate Friend, J. Hervey. 
LET T E R XCVII. 


Dear Sir, NE Triday Mora. 
OU aſk me what I think of you, in caſe it 
| ſhould pleaſe God to take you out of the 
World, in the perplexed State you have deſcribed to 
me. An Anſwer to ſuch a Queſtion, is much more 
difficult than you ſeem to be aware of; and therefore, 
T muſt beg Leave to decline paſſing any Sentence 
We Miniſters are to teach, warn, comfort, and exhort 
every Man, according to God's moſt holy Word- 
but after Death comes the judgment on each of us. 
For alas! how little, how very little do we know of 
one another, or of ourſelves? The moſt amazing, per- 
haps, and one of the moſt humbling Conſiderations 
too, which can well he offered to the human Mind, is 
that though we cannot form a tolerable Judgment of 
any Man's real Condition, yet God ſhall judge the 
World, the whole World in Equity ; not ſo much as 
one ſingle Caſe, how intricate ſoever it may ſeem to 
us, will he miſtake ——— He was, is, and ever ſhall be 
omniſcient and omnipreſent. —And yet, ſhort- ſighted 
Creatures as we are, how often do we uſurp this Pre- 
rogative, and preſume to Judge our Fellow Creatures. 
A certain Author, whoſe Name J . (though I 
regiſtered to the following Effect from him in one of 
my old Diaries) has obſerved, © that it is impoſſible 
for us Mortals to form an equitable Judgment of the 
* State of any one Individua! ; becauſe God alone 
„ knows all the Circumſtances he has been, and now 
* is in—He alone can be the proper Judge of his Abi- 
« lities and Powers—what Opportunities he had 
of improving himſelf and of doing Good, what oy 
- 5 s . | „% the 


4 
"6 


«4 


„and be not, oh! be not angry with me for ever.” 


Verſes on the Renovation of a Sinner ; which will, 
perhaps, at this Time, be neither unacceptable nor 
- uaſeaſonable. — It was wrote by a very particular 
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the Force of his Temptations ——what Difficulties 
he had to ſtruggle with—what Portion of divine 
Grace was given to him what natural Under- 
ſtanding he Yod—wher-bownlrdd Knowledge was or 
could be obtained by him —and in ſhort, what the 
true State of his Caſe was.—Nor will he condemn 
any one unjuſtly or arbitrarily. How com- 
fortable a Reflection is this! eſpecially to one 
who is cruelly perſecuted, or unjuſtly cenſured 
that God ſhall judge the World in Equity 
—and yet, what a tremendous Thought is it, that 
every Day we live we provoke this Judge of all 
Men, and increaſe our Heap of Sin—which ſwells 
into ſuch a frightful Size, ſuch a ſtupendous Moun- 
tain of Guilt, as will make us one Day ſtand ama- 
zed at the Sight of F.—But what art thou, O thou 
great Mountain? before Zerubbabel thou ſhalt be- 
come a Plain. Zechk. iv, 5—We have an Advocate 
with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous, and he 
is the Propitiation for our Sins —Oh! that I may 
have a devout and lively Faith in him, as it is by 
him alone my Sins can be cancelled, May the Cry 
of his Blood drown their Clamour.—We are, molt 
juſt God, the Children of thy Wrath, and he is 
the Son of thy Love, who died to fave us, and 
through whom thou art willing to receive us. 
Yet what a diſtruſtful Fainting of Mind comes over 
me, on the Remembrance of former Tranſgreſſions, 
which neither a Reflection on God's ineffable Good- 
neſs, nor on the unbounded Value of the Sacrifice of 
Chriſt, can effectually relieve ?—Hear me, 5 
Lord God, in this my Hour of Heart- felt Di- 
ſtreſs, nor take thou Vengeance of my Sins: Spare 
thy Creature, O Lord, ſpare him, whom thou haſt 
redeemed with thy moſt precious Blood; let thy 
mighty Spirit fit me for Mercy and Acceptance, 


With this proſe Quotation, I fend you a Copy of 


M 5 Friend 
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Friend of mine, and is as poetical as it is inſtructive 


and conſolatory. 
I. 


Dear Saviour! my revolving Breaft 
Would paſt Offences trace ; 
Trembling I make the black Review, 
Let pleas'd behold, admiring too, 
The Pow'r of changing Grace. 


| II. 
This Tongue, with Blaſphemies defil'd, 
Theſe Feet, to erring Paths beguil'd, 
In heav'nly League agree; 
Who would believe ſuch Lips could praiſe, 
Or think my dark and winding Ways 
| Should ever lead to Thee ? 


III. 
Theſe Eyes, that once abus'd their Sight, 
Now lift to thee their wat'ry Light, 
And weep a filent Flood ; 
Theſe Hands aſcend in ceaſeleſs Pray'r, 
Oh! waſh away the Stains they wear 
In pure, redeeming Blood ! 


IV. 


"Theſe Ears, that pleas'd could entertain 
The Midnight Oath, the luſtful Strain, 


When round the feſtal Board ; 


| Now deaf to all th inchanting Noiſe, 


Avoid the Throng, deteſt the Joys, 
And long to hear thy Word, 


, © 
Thus art thou ſerv'd, in ev'ry Part 


Oh] wouldſt thou but transform my Heart, 


That droſſy Thing refine ; 


That Grace, might Nature's Strength controul, 
And a new Creature, 


Body, Soul, 
Be A. — be ever Thine. 


E N with my Mind devoutly preſs'd, 


% 
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51 4 
I tranfcribed theſe Verſes, as I hope you'll com- 
mit them to your Memory; and often repeat them as 
you ride ot walk, till your Tongue, Lips, Eyes, Ears, 
and very Heart, are ſubſervient to the great End of 
your Salvation, and that of others. —Exert yourſelf ; 
—be of good Cheer, the Clouds that darken the Face 
of your Affairs will, ere long, diſperſe. He that gave 
his Blood for you, and refuſed not to bear the rack- 
ing Agonies of the Creſs for you, —he will not leave 
you, nor forſake you, God, who is ſaithful and juſt, 
has promiſed to forgive us our Sins through' the Medi- 
ation of his Son.—Lord I believe this, help thou our 

Uabelief. So wiſhes, and ſo prays, 
Yours very ſincerely, J. H. 


LETTER XCVIII. 


My dear Friend, Wedn/day Morn. 
Thank you for remembering me before the Throne 
of Grace. Let your Prayers be for my chearſul 

Reſignation to the divine good Pleaſure, and for clear 

Manifeſtations to me of Jeſus Chriſt. My Life has 

long been a Burden to myſeif, and is now become un- 

—— to others. —Vour Intention to viſit me is 

ind but F am not fit for Company, unable either to 

carry on or reliſh Converſation; beſt when alone; 
therefore don't give yourſelf the Trouble of coming 
ten Miles —I accept the Will for the Deed.—As to 


your Tranſlation of Zimmermanus De Eminentia Cog- | 


nitionis Ch. ii, I will, it my languid Spirits can ber 


the Taſk; carefully read it over, which I have never 
deen able to do ſince I ſaw you in London. I lent it 


101 2 


_—y _ - 


This was a favourite Book of Mr. Hervey" —— 
and he defired Mr. Moſes ' Browne to tranſlate it from 
the Latin, and promiſed to write an Introduction to it, 
which he never lived to perform. The Tranſlation 
— ſoon be publiſhed hy Mr. Brows. Se: Vol. I. p. 196, 
ROD, 211. 
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to Mr. , when he hs done with it deſire him to 
convey it to me; you ſhall then have (if the Lord 
will) the Reſult of my renewed Peruſal of that Piece, 
which I formerly was ſo deſirous of having tranſſated 
by you. May the Lord of all Power make you ſtrong 
to labour in his ſacred Service, and crown your La- 
bours with abundant Succeſs. 

I am your truly affectionate Brother in Chriſt, J. H. 


LETTER XCIX. 


My dear Friend, Saturday Morn, 
Have read over again and again, the corrected 
Copy of your little Tract, which you intend for 
the next Edition, and have examined it with my 
beſt Attention : Not able to make any Amendment 
that is conſiderable, I have only ſuggeſted ſome light 
Alterations. Elegance you don't covet in ſuch a Com- 
poſition 3 plain and neat is the proper Array for ſuch 
.an Addreſs. | | 

I am ſurpriſed to read the Letter which the popu- 
lar Gentleman from Durham writes againſt your Book. 
Never fear, my Friend—our Writings as well as our 
Lives, are in the Hand of God Almighty : If he will 
ſpread, what ſhall obſtruct them? If he will work by 
them, who ſhall diſannul his Deſign? O!]! may we 
cry to him, cleave to him, and live by Faith on him 
For not by Might nor Power ; not by Eloquence of 
Compoſition, nor by Intereſt of Patrons, but by my 
Spirit, ſaith the Lok ; 

Pray take a little Pains with my Theron and Aſpaſio ; 
ou can ſcarcely imagine what Inquiries are made 
after it, and what a Demand there is for it, even be- 
fore Publication. It makes me rejoice with trem- 
bling. All-wiſe, all-gracious Jefus, be jealous for 
thine own Honour, Let me not—oh ! let me not 
cloud its Brightneſs,' or obſtruct its Progreſs, by zny 
injudicious Touches of my Pen. I now feel the 
Loſs of our valuable Friend Dr. Doddridge, to whoſe 
Judgment I ever paid the higheſt Deference; but 
ſince he is gone, and we can have no more of _—_— 

0 
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ſonal Counſels, let us redouble our Attention to his 
Writings. | 

expect you will tell me my Manuſcript is very 
prolix, but I deſignedly made it ſo, that my Friends 
might judge what is proper to be omitted. It is ea- 
ſier, you know, to expunge than to compoſe ; I wiſh _ 
they would with a leaden Pencil incloſe in a Parenthe- 
ſis, what they would have dropt; I hope to retrench 
one fourth Part of the Copy. May the God of Wiſ- 
dom direct, and the God of Meicy proſper, all our 
Undeitakings ! 


I am, yours very ſincerely, J. H. 
LET TEN 


My dear Fricnd, Wefion-Favell, Dec. 5, 1747. 
ſſure you, | am extremely concerned for the Death 
I of your moſt excellent Wife, as indeed, indeed { 
think ſhe has left few Equals behind her. —** Take 
« her all in all, I ſhall never ſee her like again “. 
—But, my dear Friend, you muſt not give Way to 
exceſſive Sorrow all proper Allowances I tenderly 
do and ought to make, as ſuch-will be made both by 
God and Man ; but yet our Sorrows muſt not be im- 
moderate, or inconſiſtent with the Will of God, and 
Reſignation to his Providence. —— —Give me leave 
to preſent you with, and recommend to you on this 
melancholy Occaſion a repeated Peruſal of Dr. Grefve- 
nor's Mourner + or the Afiited relieved. —' Tis a moſt 
valuable Gem, and as 'tis wrote in Numbers like the 
SpeAators, it will not weary your Attention. I am 
ſure you ſtand in need of the Conſolations and Helps 
there ſuggeſted ; I am never without ſome of theſe 
little Books to give away to my Acquaintance under 
Affliction, eſpecially for the Loſs of dear Relations cc 
valuable Friends; I think it, for theſe Purpoſes, one 
of the moſt judicious. and univerſally uſeful Books ex- 
| | tant, 


——— 
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gba leſpear's Hamlet. 4 Price Eighteen Pence, 
third Edition, ſold by King in Fore-Street. 
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tant, and ĩt well deferves to be tranſlated into the Lan- 
guage of every Nation where Chriſtianity is profeſſed, 

Don't you often recolle@ in this Seafon of Diſtreſs, 
the Diſcourſe, the Prayers, the amiable, the re- 
Joicing, and the heavenly Spirit'of our dear Friend, 
who was with us laſt Month ? Bleſſed be God for 
making him ſuch a lovely Example, and ſuch a zealous 
Promoter of pure and undefiled Religion. — Bleſſed be 
God for promiſing us the ſame divine Spirit ; and giv- 
ing us the ſame glorious Hopes, which have had 
ſuch a quickning and ennobling Influence on his 
Heart The rich Goodneſs of the Lord exerciſed to 
others ſhould encourage our Expectations, ſhould 
ſtrengthen our Faith, —Let it then, let it be ſo. 
Adieu, my dear Friend ! | will come to you 
again very-ſfoon.—In the mean Time I ſhall not ceaſe 
to pray for you, as I am wirh great Compaſſion and 
great Eſteem, | * 

Moſt tenderly, moſt ſincerely yours, 


Jauss HEZ RVE v. 
L ETER cl. 


Dear Sir, | n 
Should be glad to ſuggeſt any Thing, either for 
1 ur Improvement ot Conſolatiun — But what can 

ſuggeſt, while you entertain ſuch hard Thoughts 
of Chrit, and will not be perſuaded out of this ſtrange 
Notion, © that the Curſe of God has lighted on you, 
© and will follow you to the Grave.” Such a 
Thought (and it muſt be taken up without any real 
Foundation) not only renders you extremely miſerable, 
but will blaſt all your future Uſefulnefs'——Suppote 
you had rebelled againſt God, even in a more extra- 
ordinary Degree than even your own Imagination can 
paint; and ſuppoſe you was rejected by him at the 
«preſent, yet what ſays the Apoſtle St. James, Ch. iv. 
10. Humble yourſelf in the Sight of the Lord, and 
he will lift you up- | 


As 
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As to the Quotation from Mr. ***'s Letter 'te -you, 
wherein he obſerves with a kind of triumphant Ma- 
lignity, “ that the Devil had taken an Advantage of 
« you, in Relation to ſome imprudent Management 
in the Affair, at““ , Oc. fc. Sc. and dragged you, 
« as he exprefles it, through a Horſe-pond, dirtied 
and wet to the great Diverſion of the Spectators.“ [ 
aſk of what Spectators ? Of the worldly-minded only, 
and the envious, to whom your former- flouriſhing 
State as a firſt Rate Chriſtian, was a conftant and vi- 
ſible Reproach ; yet Chriſt (tho' you are now thus 
depreſſed) is ſtill your Friend, and will break Satan's 
Teeth ; and though dirty, will cleanſe. you; though 
wet, will receive and warm you. 

Now let me put a queſtion to you Would you 
reject your Child, becaufe, when dreſſed in its beſt 
Cloaths, he had met with a like Misfortune ?-—Or 
ſuppoſe he had rambled out in the Snow, and ſcratched 
himſelf with Briars, and came to you bleeding and 
cold, would you turn him out of Doors, when he 
claimed your Pity ? We do not x xow Chriſt well 
enough!— How kind ! how good he is to us 
What is my Kindneſs and Compaſſion for you {on 
which you ſeem to place ſo high a Value) in Compa- 
ziſon of Chriſt's ?—Have I been nailed to the Croſs 
for you—Oh pray earneſtly to Him, ſor | 


To Him, to Him 'tis giv'n, 
Paſſion and Care and Anguiſh to deſtroy, 
Thro' Him ſoft Peace and Plenitude of Joy 
Perpetual o'erthe World redeem'd ſhall flow. 


Prior's Solomon... 


He has ſatisfied God for all your Sins—he is your Ad- 
vocate—and has procured for you the ineſtimable Gift 
of the Holy Spirit to ſubdue your Iniquities——Cul- 
tivate the Love of God in your Heart, and he will make 
your Path of Duty plain before you. I dare ſay, God 
will make you more abundantly uſeful than ever; oh 
bring your Mind off from this deſtructive Notion, 
** that the Curſe of God follows you. This is a 
% f Sug- 
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Suggeſtion of Satan's to prevent your Uſefulneſs but 
remember that Text, The Lord knoweth how to de- 
liver the Godly out of Temptations, 2 Pet. ii. 9. and 
he will certainly deliver you out of this, and reſtore 
you to his wonted Favour. | 

Don't ſele& ſuch terrifying Texts for your Medi- 
tation, as in your Letter you tell me you have done. — 
It is as improper, as if you ſhould eat the coldeſt Me- 
Jon, or uſe the moſt flight Covering when ſhivering 
with an Ague. Chuſe the Morning after you receive 
this Letter (by Way of Antidote to the Texts ot your 
own ſelecting) the following for your Meditation; His 
Mercy is greater than the Heavens, P/alm cviii. 4- 
His Mercy endureth for ever, P/a/m cxviii. 1. Put 
together theſe two Expreſſions, and ſee whether they 
don't amount to more than either your Imprudences, 
or your Diſtreſs. You have to be ſure done amiis, 
and dealt fooliſhly in the Matter of *, God forbid 
I ſhould juſtify your Conduct but oh let it not be 
ſaid, let it not be once ſurmiſed, that it is beyond the 
Reach of God's unmeaſurable Goodneſs to pardon, or 
of Chriſt's immenſely rich Merits to expiate. The 
Lord loves you with an everlaſting Love ; and take, if 
you pleaſe, the latter Part of the xxxth of //aiab, Verſe 
18. for your Contemplation ;—the Words are, For 
the Lord is a God of Judgment, bleſſed are they that 
wait for him. 

None can tell, none can think, what Mercy there 
is with the Lord; with inconceivable Tenderneſs his 
Bowels yearn towards the weakeſt, fraileft Believer in 
his dear Son. We have diſhonoured his Holineſs, 
and violated his Law; but let us not, to accumulate 
our Follies, degpgate from the boundleſs Riches of his 
Mercy in Jeſus Chriſt, to all thoſe who ſeek, and in- 
treat it.— There is a wide Difference between Humi— 
liation and Deſpair. Draw nea: to Chriſt with an 
humble Boldneſs. | | 

May you ſee many, many Years on Earth; and 
when the Earth ſhall be no more, may you be received 
into the New J eruſalem; where dwelleth Righteouſ- 
nels, conſummate Righteouſneſs and everlaſting Hap- 

pineſs 
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pineſs—This, my dear Sir, is my earneſt Wiſh and 
fervent Prayer for you, and for myſelf, who am, with 
great Compaſſion and. true Regard, | 
Your obliged humble Servant and Friend, 


James Hervey. 


P. S. My favourite Author Liborius Zimmerman- 
mus, whiſpers to me on this Occaſion the following 
Paſſage : ** Said I not unto thee, if thou wouldſt z- 
* L1Eve, thou ſhouldſt sz E the Glory of God, and 
experience his Goodneſs, when leaſt deſerved, or 
rather notoriouſly forfeited.” Hence may we be 
convinced, that his Loving-kindneſs is unbounded, is 
unwearied, is infinite; as much ſurpaſſing ali our 
Follies and all our Thoughts, as the World of Waters 
exceeds the Drop of a Bucket, —Oh for a Spirit of 
ſteady Faith, to live under the continual BELIET of 
this precious, precious Truth. 


LETTER CIL 


Dear Sifter, Biddeford, October 12, 1742. 
Received your kind Letter. It was a Pleaſure to 
hear from Hardingfione, the Place which gave me 
Birth, and the Place which preſerves my Siſter, — 
I am obliged to the Rev. Mr. Ro/e for remembring me, 
and defire him to accept my beſt Compliments ; I 
hope he will be an Inſtrument of doing much Good in 
your Pariſh. To fave Souls, is the nobleſt Acquiſi- 
tion in the World; infinitely more-defirable, than to 
find great Spoils. May this be his Honour and Hap- 
pineſs, and may it be my continual Aim! | 
My poor Aunts are no more, they are gone the Way 
of all Fleſh ; Eternity has received them; their State 
is now become unchangeable, Oh, that we may be 
alarmed by their Departure, and labour while we have 
Time, to make our Calling and Election ſure ! 
My Mother tells me, you have been much indif- 
ſed, I ſhall rejoice to hear that you are better. 
ickneſs and Afflictions are God's Call, they are di- 
vine 
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vine Admonitions, and warn us not to be fond of the 
World, but ſet our Affections on Things above, May 
the bleſſed Jeſus make them effectual to our Souls! 
I wiſh 1 had any News to write, that you can un- 
derſtand and reliſh, The Small-Pox is marking many, 
and carrying off ſome among us ; it is a Privilege of 


no ſmall Value to be paſt that infectious Diſorder ; I 


have often thought, that it is too lively an Emblem of 
the Condition of our Souls, by corrupt Nature and 
evil Practice. So polluted, ſo loathſome is our better 
Part in the Eye of uncreated Purity, till we are waſh- 
ed, till we are cleanſed in redeeming Blood. May 
we earneſtly long to be waſhed in that Fountain, 
. in our Saviour's Side, for Sin and for Unclean- 


- See how our Judgments and Inclinations alter in 
Proceſs of Time ] I once thought I ſhould make leſs 
Uſe of the SpeAators than you; but now I believe the 
reverſe of this is true, for we read one or more of 
thoſe elegant and inſtructive Papers every Morning at 
Breakfaſt ; they are ſerved up with our Tea, accord- 
ing to their original Deſign. We reckon our Repaſt 
imperfe, without a little of Mr. Aaddiſan's or Mr. 
Sreele's Company. I with Mifs Becky K—— an In- 
creaſe of Happineſs, in the Change of her State; Mar- 
riage ſhould augment our Joys, and diminiſh our Sor- 
rows. My humble Service attends Mrs. X , 
Mr. C——'s Family, and Mr. Y——, My Love to 
my Brother, and io yourſelf, concludes all at preſent 
to be communicated by 


Dear Siſter, 


g : your affectionate Brother, \ 


JL Hs aver. 


L'E. T. 
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LETTER CI. 


Sir, | Wefton-Favell, Dec. 6, 17 56. 
I Received your obliging and valuable Preſent of the 
Scriptural + Poems, wrote by an American. It is 
an extraordinary Performance, conſidering the diſad- 
yantageous Circumſtances, under which the Author 
laboured.—A Spirit of Zeal and Devotion animates 
the whole.— There are too, ſome elevated Thoughts, 
and fine Lines in. it, particularly in that Part of his 
Poems, he intitles Man's Fall and Exaltation, or the 
Chriſtian Triumph. | 
I hope the Sale of it will anſwer your Expectation, 
and recompence the Coſt you have beſtowed in Print- 
ing it ſo elegantly, and on ſo fine a Paper. But be that 
as it may, you have my beſt Wiſhes that it may become 
the Darling of the Publick; and you have at the ſame 
Time the 12 Thanks of, Sir, 


Vour obliged, humble Servant, 


| James Hervey. 


LE T- 


_— 


— _— 


| + The Author of theſe Scriptural Poems had no 
other Education, than what a Country School Miſtreſs 
could beſtow. on him. How far he improved by his 
own Induſtry, notwithſtanding the oppreſſive Weight, 
of Poverty and Diſtreſs he laboured under, theſe Serip- 
tural Poems evidently ſhew, as the Sallies of true 
Genius are every where viſible in his Compofitions. 
Such a Diamond as this, even rough from its native 
Mine, plays a ſprightlier Beam, than one of à more 
languid and feeble Luſtre, that has received the high- 
eſt Poliſh of Education. 

It is fold by Rivington in St. Paul's Church-Yard, 
the ſecond Edition, Price 1 5. N 
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LETTER CIV. 


Saturday Morning. 
T HANKS to my dear Friend, for the Enter- 
tainment he has given me, by Hamuay's Ac- 
count of + Nadiar Shah ; an illuſttious Villain indeed! 
he ſpread Firebrands, Arrows and Death. May we- 
be conformed to his Image, who went about doing 
Good. 
If you have Yoltaire's Life of Lewwi; XIV. be pleaſed. 
to give me the Peruſal of it; I fancy, his Reign in 
France, was ſomewhat like the Auguſſan Age in Rome: 
Periods of Politeneſs both ! but what are thoſe to Hea- 
ven? The World, where pweLLETH# Righteouſneſs 
—conſummate Righteouſneſs and everlaſting Happineſs. 
Don't you long, more and more, - for thoſe Courts of 
the living God? Don't you love him more and more, 
who (after he had overcome the Sharpneſs of Death) 
opened the Kingdom of Heaven to all Believers ? 
Warburton I hear has publiſhed two Volumes of Ser- 
mons, Octavo; in which it ſeems, he has decryed ex- 
perimental Religion, diſregarded the Peculiarities of 
the Goſpel, and treated the Operations of the Spirit as 
mere Enthufiaſm. If this be the Effect of his great 
Learning, then, good Lord, deliver us all fay I, from 
ſuch an Attainment. If you either have, or can bor- 
row them, juſt let me peep on them.—Don't buy them 
-: gratify me ; Ican reliſh nothing but what is evange- 
ical. | a 
Your Friend's Diſſertations were put into my Hands; 
very pure Diction, but that is all; all to me, at leaſt. 
There was the Bone, but the Marrow was gone; Jeſus 
Chriſt, my Portion and yours, was forgot. — How dif- 
ferent his Strain from St. Paul's Reſolution, © I am 
determined to know nothing but Chriſt Jeſus _ 
| « him 


+ See Hanway's accurate and entertaining Trawels, 


in two Volumes Quarto, Page 255 of the ſecond Vo- 
lume. 
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c him crucified,” which happened to be the Subject of 
my. Exhortation to my Family laſt Night. Lord reveal 
thy adorable Son, the all- ſufficient Saviour in our 
Hearts; and the more others neglect him, ſo much 
the more let us, my dear Friend, be zealous to honour 
him. 

J have locked into the Manuſcript you ſent me, 
there ſeems to be many lively and ſpirited Sentiments 
in it, but ſurely it is defective in the main Point. St. 
Paul, I am apt to think, upon a Peruſal of the Trea- 
tiſe, would ſay, the Author has good Senſe, -may be 
no bad Moraliſt, but being ignorant of God's Righte- 
ouſneſs, and going about to eſtabliſh his own Righte. 

 ouſneſs, he has not ſubmitted to the Righteouſneſs of 
God, Rom. x. 3-—Lord, give us an Underſtanding, 
that we may know him that is true! Then we ſhall ſee 
Chriſt Jeſus, the God-Man, to be in the grand Affair 
of Salvation, like the Meridian Sun; and all other 
Things, like the Stars at. Noon-Day. | 
Did you ever read Mr. W#halley's “ Remarks upon 
Shakeſpear ? If you have not, I will ſend you the Pam- 
phlet. They are very ingenious, and well deſerve the 
otice of the Publick ; particularly of yours, who are 
ſuch an Admirer of Shakeſpear. | 

When you can ſpare Francis's Tranſlation of Demoſft- 

/ henes (I ſuppoſe it is the ſame Francis who tranſlated 
Horace) favour. me with a Sight ot it. A Sight of this 
will content me; but God's Word, that ineſtimable 
Book, which ſhews me the Way of Salvation, I would 
Cleave to, I would dwell upon. And would not you, 
my dear Friend, do ſo too? Es Tovlos; 10h. 

My Text on Wedneſday gang be a complete 
"Deſcription of a Chriſtian ; viz. We are the Circum- 
ciſion which worſhip God in the Spirit, and _"_ 5 

Chri 


 -* This Gentleman publiſhed all Ben Johnſon's 
Works; wrote a Supplement to Mr. Herwey's Remarks 
on Lord Bolingbroke ; (ſee Vol. I. Pag. 8. of the Lite) 
and is now compiling the Hiſtory and Antiquities of 
"Northamptonſhire, in tiuce Volumes folio. . 


— 
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- Chriſt Jeſus, and have no Confidence in the Fleſh, 
Philip. iii. 3. A fine Subject for your Meditation 
Why ſhould I not add, for your Converſation alſo. 


Ever yours, Jaues Hexver. 


P. 8. I have almoſt finiſhed Theron and A4/pafio ;— 
and in the ſixteenth Dialogue, you will find ſome Ani- 
madverſions on immodeſt Paintings and Statues, Ma 
the God of Purity proſper my endeavours to aboliſh 
this vicious Taſte ; and may all ſuch Indecencies be re- 
moved, as they cannot but ſhock every truly religious 
Beholder. | 


LETTER CV. 


Dear Sir, 
E L L our ingenious Friend at, if I did not 
give a direct Anſwer to his Queſtion, it was be- 
_cauſe he had ſtated it improperly. His Manner was 
like making a raw Apothecary's Apprentice the proper 
Judge of a Doctor's Bill; if ſuch a Chap ſhould take 
n him to ſay, Doctor, your Language is unintelli- 
gible, your Recipes are injudicious, what Anſwer would 
ou make? Some ſuch Anſwers muſt be made, even to 
Dr. C***®and Mr. O“, if they or Dr. C** main- 
tain or would infinuate, that the Myſtery of Sanctifica- 
tion, as delineated by Marfall, is unintelligible and in- 
judicious, merely becauſe THEY do not immediately 
diſcern its Propriety.—T own the third and fourth Di- 
rection of Mr. Marſhall ſeem obſcute , but this does 
f not 


+ There is confeſſedly ſomewhat of Obſcurity in the 
third and fourth Direction —and as Mr. Marſhall's Di- 
rections are of a very evangelical Nature, they will un- 
doubtedly appear to be out of the common Road ; 
though his Method is remarkably inſtructive, as no Man 
perhaps was ever better acquainted with the human 
Heart, and the Method he has laid down for the effec- 
tual Practice of Holineſs is admirable. 
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not ariſe from any improper Manner of treating the 
Subjects, but from the myſterious Nature of the Sub- 
jects themſelves, 

This, ſays Dr. C., is my firm Faith, © that, if 
* we do well, we ſhall be accepted through the Merits 
of Chriſt.” - 1 might aſk the Doctor whether he does 
well? Dare he ayow this, even before me his Fellow. 
Worm, and Fellow-Sinner ? How then will he main- 
tain the Pretenſion, before that infinitely pure God, in 
whoſe. Sight the very Heavens are unclean ?—But I 
chuſe to aſk him, (what may ſeem leſs offenſive) has he 
never read of the Righteouſneſs ef Faith 4 ?—of being 
made Righteous by one Man's Obedience $ ?—of Righ- 
teoufneſs imputed without Works ||? Now I ſhould be 
glad to learn, what the Holy Spirit means by theſe Ex- 

ſions? And if our worthy Friend pleaſes to ſhew, 

ow his Faith can be made conformable to any one of 

theſe Texts, I will undertake to demonflrate the Con- 
formity of my Faith to them all. — Ah!] why ſhould we 
hug a deſpicable Rag, and reject a Suit of beautiful 
Apparel? The Lord- Jeſus enable us all to diſcern the 
Things that are excellent ! 

Let me this Chrifmas, wiſh you and Mrs. * *. all 
Joy and Peace in Chriſt Jeſus. Theſe are the true 
Compliments of the Seaſon, and therefore ſent by 


Your true Friend, 


Javes Henver., 


LETTER CVI. 


Dear Sir, ; 
Here ſend you Part of my Manufcript Copy of 
Theron and Aſpaſio; if you think it worth your 
while to beſtow any CorreQions upon them, well; if 
not, this alſo is well. For my own Part, fo very lan- 
guid are my animal Spirits, I am more and me BYE 
| | erent 


9 - k 


I Rom. x 6. 3 Row. v. 19. Rem. iv. 6. 


1 
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ferent about them; I ſee ſo much Weakneſs in my 
Mind, and ſo many Imperfections in my Compoſitions, 
that I am afraid to venture upon the Stage of Obſerva- 
tion again, —An obliging Letter from Mr. H, in- 
forms me of his Willingneſs to peruſe and correct any 
literary Attempt of mine; and diſcovers, I think, till 
more the Integrity, Simplicity, and Piety of his Heart. 
I prefer both South's and Delaune's Sermons to the 
Biſhop's, for Soundneſs of Do&rine.—The firſt might 
be crabbed in his Temper, and the ſecond voluptuous 
in his Life, yet both are more evangelical in their Sen- 
timents than he is.—Thoſe who can read ſuch Kind of 
moral Eſſays as the Biſhop's, (very improperly called 
Sermons) as Guides to Heaven, and as good Comfor- 
ters while on Earth, will one Day, I hope, from a bet- 
ter Judgment, and be enabled in a clearer Manner to 
diſcern the Things which are excellent. | 
On Dr. Stonhouſe's Þ Recommendation, I have lately 
read Dr. Watts's Treatiſe on the Lowe of God, and its 
| | | Influence 


—ÞCZ 


— — 


+ As Authors differ ſo very much in their Notions 
concerning the Love of God, and the Uſe of the Paſ- 
fions in Prayer, the Editor concluded it would not be 
unacceptable to the Reader, if he ſubjoined Dr. Ston- 
bouſe's ® judicious Remarks on a Subject, which Biſhop 
 Hoadly and Dr. Snape have fo ſtrenuouſly debated. 

This is a pathetick Addreſs to the Heart, which I 
could wiſh in the Hands of almoſt every Reader, for 
upon the whole I ſcarcely know a more important 
Book, as it ſhews the right Uſe, as well as the noto- 
rious Abuſe of the Paſſions in Matters of Religion; and 
points out the happy Medium between the raptu- 
rous Flights, and even indecent Expreſſions of Enthu- 
ſiaſts on the one Hand, and the dry Reaſonings, and 
cold Addreſſes of the Lukewarm on the other. The 
extravappnt Sallies, wild Tranſports, and heated Ima- 
ES ants | ginations 


Ser the Eighth Edition of his FRIENDLY Anvice 
ro a PATIENT, Page 56. | 


* 
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Influence on all the Paſſions; which is indeed a moſt ex- 
cellent Book, happily calculated for Uſefulneſs.—If 
you have never ſeen it, you have aPleaſure yet to come, 
and I would by all. means adviſe you to get it —The 
Love of God is indeed the Source and Soul of Religi- 
on—and what can produce it, what can cheriſh it, but 
a Senſe of God's Love to us manifeſted in his dear Son? 
by whom we are fully aſſured, that he has forgiven us 
all Treſpaſſes, and will give us Life eternal. 

Preſent my affectionate Compliments to your Family, 
and, belzeve me, as I really am, 


Moſt cordially yours, 


IAM ES HZR Vr. 


— — * 


ginations of the former, will often in the Judgment of 
the latter, ſeem nearly approaching to Madneſs, and 
be ridiculed as ſuch.— S0 far as they are exceſſive and 
irrational, they are unqueſtionably blameable, and moſt 
carefully to be avoided; yet grateful Acknowledg- 
ments, and the humble Approaches of a dependent 
reaſonable being, to an omnipotent Creator, and infi- 
nitely benevolent Benefactor, demand far different Af- 
fections and Expreſſions from thoſe, with which ws 
purſue a mechanical Improvement, or demonſtrate a 
mathematical Propoſition —We are to love the Lord 
our God with all our Hearts, and with all our Strength; 
but the Expreſſions of this Love, where it is equally 
fincere, will yet be different in different Conflitutions.—— 
Prayer, according to my Apprehenſion, may not im- 
properly be defined an Addreſs to Heaven, enlivened 
with ſuch Degrees of Fervour and Intenſeneſs, as our 
natural Temper, influenced by a true Senſe of God 
and his Attributes, may produce. 2 * 
Excellent Inſtruction of various Kinds may be found 
in this Treatiſe.— A ſtriking Meditation of the Author's 
upon the Argument of each Diſcourſe, ſhews the prac- 
tical Uſes of the ſeveral Propoſitions which he main- 
tains, and direRs the Reader to uſe his own Paſſions, 
Vol. Il, N as 
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LETTER CVIL 


My dear Friend, W:fton Favell, Feb. 22. 

H E three Volumes of Theron and Apaſio defire 

| you firſt to accept them, then freely to animad- 
vert upon them; and above all, to implore the Bleſ- 
fing of God for them.—I think, when People's Senti- 
ments differ ſo exceſſively as Mr. ®'s and mine, it 
is beſt to be at a Diſtance, O] may we all” be kept 
cloſe to our divine Head; and, in a little 'Time, that 
which is imperfe& will be done away. We ſhall ſee 
bim as he is, and know as we are known.—l hope you 
proſper in your Health, and are bleſſed in your miniſ- 
terial Labours, The Book you enquire after, which 
Mr. * ſaw in my Study Window at Weflon, and 
deſcribed to you as a well-thumbed Lilliputian of two 
or three Inches high, was written by one Mr. Bogatz4y, 
a German ; in which Language it paſſed nineteen Edi- 
tions, from which it is now tranſlated “, and intitled, 
The Golden Treaſury for the Children of God, whoſe 
Treaſure and Hearts are in Heaven; containing ſelect 
Texts of the Bible, with practical Obſervations in Proſe 
and Verſe, for every Day in the Year.—It is pretty 
well thumbed, for there is rarely a Day paſſes that I 
do not make uſe of it; and particularly when I am fo 
languid, as to be incapable of attending to * uſual 
8 755 tudies. 


. 


as a Spur to quicken his Progreſs in the Chriſtian Life. 
he following Quotation, will ſhew the Regard 
which the great Dr. Boerhagve paid to Treatiſes on this 
important Subject. His Time was wholly taken up 
„in viſiting the Sick, ſearching into-every Part of 
Medicine with the utmoſt Diligence, reading the 
«« Scriptures, and thoſe Authors, who place the Lowe of 
« God, and its conſequential Duties, in the cleareſt 
Light.“ nen 9 70 | 


V Fold by Linde in Catherine Street, Strand. Price 
Two Shillings. 
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Studies. The Author very properly calls it a Golden 
Treaſury for the Children of God, who eſteem the Word 
of more than Gold, 2 1 fine Gold- and 
from which they may be daily ſupplied with pro 

Advice 5 in all Manner of ſpiritual Neceſſities. 
as Thouſands, have; happily experienced already.—The 
Verſes are elegant, and edifying on moſt of the Sub- 
jects and it was his earneſt Deſire and Prayer, that 
the Lord in his infinite Goodneſs. would pleaſe to bleſs 
his Endeavours to the Good of many Souls, and to the 


Glory of his holy Name. Mr. Bogatzty obſerves ju- 


diciouſly, that it is not to be expected, that a Perfor- 
mance of this Nature, will ſuit the Taſte of thoſe 
who unhappily miſtake mere outward Morality for true 
Chriſtianity, and go no further than natural Reaſon 
and Strength will carry them: But ſuch as either have 
or deſire to have a real Experience of the Kingdom 
of God in their Souls, will find much in it to the a- 
wakening, comforting, and encouraging their Hearts 
in the right Way. ee | 

That we may know, and ever continue in that right 
Way, is, my dear Friend, the frequent and ardent 
Prayer q, ND. | HI 


* 


 _ ._» .. Your affectionate Brother in Chtiſt, 


A 156 1111 1 „ 1 James HEZRVZx, 


R err een, 
e Weſton, Saturday Mdfhthg. 

UCH TI loved, and much I eſteemed my dear 
M Friend before; but now, methinks, I love and 
eſteem him more, on Account of his kind Acceptance 
oß my free Admonitions.— Do, my dear Friend, let us 
remember how important the. Hours of our preſent 
Life, and the Moments of ſocial Intercourſe are.— Dr. 
— of M orceſter, who has a fine Taſte for Painting, 
can, though engaged in great Buſineſs, paint, and talk 
now and then upon Paintings; Dr. C of St. Al- 


* & EG MAY 


bans, who has a fine _— for Poetry, though amidſt 
| 2 


"111; a Va- 


L 268 J 
a Variety of Employs, can write, and give his Senti- 
ments on Poetry; and why ſhould not Dr. S“, though 
in an equally large Sphere of Action, edify his Ac- 
quaintance, by his Tongue and Pen, with ſome reli- 
pious Hints. This, I think, is his diſtinguiſhing Ta- 
ent; and when he pleaſes, I am ſure no Man knows 
how to introduce Scripture better, or to converſe in a 
more ſtriking Manner. Oh! that a Stricture of it may 
run thro', brighten, and dignſfy his Temper, his Bu- 
fineſs, his whole Converſation! 9 + + 
You are perfectly right in efteeming thoſe Authors, 
whoſe Piety beams through al} their Hemp And for 
this very Reaſon, I eſteem, admire, and embrace 7enks's 
Works; Marſhall on San#ification ; and Witherſpoon on 
the [mputcd Righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; becauſe nothing has 
ſo efficacious and benign an Influence on true Piety, as 
their Doctrines. Nothing ſo ſweetly calms the Conſ- 
. Cience, ſo thoroughly refines the Affection, or, to ſay 
all-in a Word, fo effetually ſheds abroad the Love of 
God in the Heart. Ts Gar Wt 
I wiſh you and Mrs. S “, Abundance of Comfort 
in Miſs Sophia. It was ſaid of one, Nabal is his Name, 
and Folly is with him, Sam. xxv. 25. 80 I ſay of 
our Infant Daughter, Sophia is her Name, and may 
iſdom be with her! even the 3 arty ooÞ1e, the 
Wiſdom from above, which St. James ſo charmingly 
deſcribes in Chap. iii. 17. and not with her only, but 
with her Parents, and with, their truly affectionate 
Friend, | "LIE 


James Heavey, 


LETTER CIX. 


My dear Friend, Miles's Lane, Saturday Morn, 

F I am tolerably well, I will wait upon Dr. C*** 
on Tueſday Morning. —He has à delicate Genius, 
and I dare ſay he is an excellent Phyſician :—Oh that 
his fine Parts may be grafted into the true Olive-Tree, 
and bring forth Fruit unto God. If Providence per- 
mits us to meet, I hope to have ſome evangelical Dif- 


courſe with him. 
Surg 
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Sure you could not go to London, without putting to 
your Heart ſome of your own important Queſtions, 
under the Heads of Self-Examination.—Have you in- 
dulged yourſelf in needleſs Amuſements, needleſs Di- 
verſions of any kind? Have you employed your 
Time uſefully to yourſelf, or to others? My deareſt 
Friend, remember in what Book, by whoſe Hand ſe- 
veral ſuch like Queſtions are written ! I fear you have 
not ſo much as ſp6ke one Word for Chriſt, ſince you 
have entered the Metropolis; though you muſt have 
had ſo many Opportunities. Oh! why do you thus 
bury your forightly Talents in a Napkin !—Edify your 
Neighbours by your Converſation... What a Loſs has 
Mr. ** and Mr. , and others of your Correſpon- 
dents, ſuſtained by your forgetting, or diſuſing the 
Language of Sion I have lately purchaſed Lowman's 
Expoſition of the Revelation. Give me Leave to refer 
you to the fifth Verſe of the ſecond Chapter, Remem- 
ber therefore from whence thou art fallen, and do thy 
firſt Works. Pray lend me Lowman on the Civil Go- 
vernment of the Hebrews, which I hear is a moſt excel- 
jent Book, and illuſtrates many obſcure Paſſages in the 

ble. A 

Do you keep a Diary as you uſed to do, a ſecret 
Hiſtory of your Heart and Conduct, and take Notice 
of the Manner in which your Time is ſpent, and of 
the Strain which runs through Jour Diſcourſe? Do 
you minute down your Sins of Omiſſion as well as of 
Commiſſion,. and obſerye the Frame of your Spirit in 
religious Duties? Do you regiſter your moſt ſecret 
Faults, thoſe Faults to which none but your own Con- 
ſcience is privy, none but the all-ſeeing Eye diſcerns ? 
And do you often review. theſe intereſting Memoirs? 
remembring at the ſame Time, that for all theſe Things 
God will one Day call you into Judgment.—Keeping 
a Diary is the; Way to 3 ourſelves, and of all o- 
ther Preparatives it beſt diſpoſes us to Prayer, and to 
ſeek in . after that bleſſed Redeemer, who died 
to ſave Sinners, and through whom alone we can ever 


expect to enter the Kingdom of Heaven. | 
| 3 N 3 Adieu! 
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Adieu! my dear Friend! God in Heaven bleſs and 


protect you! I hope to ſee you ere long—and am in 
the mean Time with true Regard, | | 


Yours faithfully and affectionately, 
James Hervey. 


LETTER cx. 


Madam, Meſton-Favell, Sept. 4, 1758. 
VE ſo good as to preſent my very affectionate Com- 
pliments to your excellent Friend Mr. Kennedy. 
Inform him, that my intended Work has for a long 
Seaſon, on Account of my great Infirmities, been 1 
the Sun in Gibeon, and like the Moon in the Valley © 
Ajalon. I ſhall be particularly pleaſed and thankful to 
receive his Thoughts on that . Subject, the 
Aſſurance of Faith. Mine are much the ſame as Mr. 
Ebenezer Erſtine's in his valuable Sermons, and as Mr. 
Boſton's in his moſt , judicious ® Notes on The Marrow 
ef. Modern Divinity, \,, _. wee foil 
Pray, Madam, favour me with a long Extract from 
Mr. Kennedy's + Letter; I do aſſure you, I admire bis 
| _ Writings, 


nn 


See Page 136 of this Volume. 

+ Mr. Kenn:dy, whom Mr. Hervey, ſo highly and 
juſtly reſpected, is Minifter at the Sco7s. Church in 
Rotterdam. 997 BC 9 29 

In the laſt Letter Mrs. C=— received from Mr. 
Hervey are theſe Words: © I received yours with 
good Mr. Kennedy's Letter incloſed.—It fpeaks the 
very Sentiments of my Heart, much better than my 
« own Tongue or Pen could expreſs them. I don't 
« perceive a ſingle Sentence, to which I ſhould make 
any Objection. With other Believers in Jeſus Chriſt, 
I would be of one. Heart, but with Mr. Kennedy I 
* have the Pleaſure to be of one 'Mind,—T beg you to 
«« preſent my moſt affectionate ReſpeQs to the worthy 
Writer, and deſire him to give us a Continuation of 
his Thoughts,” 
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N they have a Beauty which is quite natural 
and artleſs; joined with a Piety, which is very affect- 
ing and edifying. ä 

A Book has lately appeared, in two ſmall Volumes, 
intitled, Letters on Theron and Aſpaſio. I cannot ſay I 
would recommend it to your Peruſal, but I ſhould be 
glad, if you would mention it in ſome Converſation 
with your learned and devout Viſitants, in order to 
know their Opinion. For my own Part, I hardly can 
tell what Opinjon to form. The Author conceals his 
Name, and it ſeems difficult to diſcover his Principles 
or his Aim. Some Things are excellent, written with 
Spirit, and in a Strain truly evangelical; in ſome Things 
I ſtand corrected by him, I kiſs the Rod, and, far from 
being diſpleaſed, am thankful for his Animadvetſions; 
though in ſome Inſtances, he has acted a diſingenuous 
Part ; not conſulting the moſt corre& Edition of my 
Book, not adverting to my own Explanation of my 
Meaning, and making me approve the whole of a Per- 
ſon's Works +, where I only commended ſome particu- 
lar Part, But what gives me the greateſt Diſguſt, and 
will, I believe, offend. every candid Reader, is, a 
bitter Vein of Contempt and Invective againſt ſome of 
the beſt of Men that ever lived, and ſome of the beſt 
Authors that ever wrote. I once thought, the Apoſtle 
Fames's Queſtion implied an Impoſſibility; but it ſeems 
to be reduced to real Fact by the Pen of this Critick, 
and in the Letters on Theron and Aſpafio, where the 
Fountain {ends forth at the ſame Place, in the ſame 
Performance, faweet Water and bitter. 


— 


+ Mr. Hervey did not think himſelf under an Obli- 
gation to defend every particular Sentiment of an Au- 
thor, whoſe Treatiſe he might approve in general. 
And here it may be proper to obſerve, that his own 
Candour, and the frequent Solicitations of others, in- 
duced him to be more indulgent than he ought, and 
to give rather too favourable an Opinion. For which 
he has been miſrepreſented by the Artful, and abuſed 
by the Malevolent, 

N 4 I hope 
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I hope you will not act with Mr. K2nnedy according 
to the exact Rules of Retaliation ; but though he has 
been flow to write, you will be ſwift to anſwer, that 
he may the more ſpeedily improv aK delight yourſelf, 
Madam, and 


Your very humble Servant, 


James Hervey, 


LETTER CxXl. 


Dear Sir, Saturday Morning. 
1 Am ſorry to hear, that Mr. ** ® ſhould think m 

Doctrine tends to the Introduction of Licentiouſ- 
neſs Far, very far from it! mine is the genuine 
Doctrine of the Scriptures ; and the only Doctrine to 
reclaim Mankind, as it encourages Sinners not to con- 
tinue in their Sins, but to turn unto their injured Lord, 
and receive Salvation at his beneficent Hand.—“ He 
* that cometh to me, I will in no wiſe caſt aut, are our 
blefſed Maſter's own Words; and all my Writings, 
Preaching, and Converſation, are founded on that 
comfortable Declaration to my loſt undone Fellow- 
Creatures ; that tender Invitation to thoſe, in whom 
there is no Health. 

But Mr. ** * js offended at this ;—He, like the 
Egyptian Taſk-maſters of old, requires Men to make 
Brick without Straw.— Let us (ſays he unmindful of 
our Impotence) make ourſelves better, and then go to 
Chriſt, who will receive us favourably for our Works 
Sake.” —But in this View our Works, even if we could 
perform them, without the Grace of Chriſt, would be 
ineffectual: See Luke xvii. 10.—Are Theſe capable of 
expiating the Guilt of a polluted Race, and of pro- 
curing Salvation ?—If our Works could do TH1s, then 
Theſe and not Chrift would be our Saviour, —If we 
had a Right to demand a Recompence for our Works, 
even on a Suppoſition that they were perfect, then a 
Redeemer and his Death would be uſeleſs ; ſurely 


therefore Mr, ***'s Notions are contrary to the 
| whole 
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whole Tenor of the Goſpel | May the divine Spi- 
rit open his Eyes, and incline his Heart to diſcover 
that Chriſt offers himſelf'to all who will come : The 
vileſt of Men have juſt the ſame Right to Chriſt and 
his Merits, as the beft of Men ; a Right founded not 
on their awakened Deſires, not on any Thing in them- 
ſelves, but purely, ſolely, entirely on the free Grant 
of a Saviour, —We are all Sinners, tho' in a more or 
leſs Degree ; and we muſt all flee to Chriſt for ſpiri- 
_ tual Bleſſings, not as deſerving, but as guilty Crea- 

tures ; a fad Mortification this to the proud World- 
lings, or to the Self-Righteous Moraliſts, whom it is 
the Deſign of the Goſpel to humble. 

Mr. * (as I dare fay you have often heard him) 
ſpeaks of Heaven made eaſy, afon Condition * of 
Obedience to the Goſpel Commands.” —This would not 
be very eaſy to me, whatever it might be to him: Bur 
if Heaven and eternal Life be © the Gift , G 
through Jeſus Chriſt, and given us an Account of his 
Obedience unto Death, then it is eaſy indeed. What 
Love is here! Well might the Apoſtle Paul fay, that 
* the Love , Chrift confiraineth us.” Chriſt makes us 
free, and thoſe whom ne makes free, are “ free in · 
deed. This is the Way of Salvation pointed out to us 
by the Wiſdom of the Almighty. - May our Eyes be 
enlightened to ſee this Way, which many wiſe Men 
overlook, at'which many great Men are offended ! 

I wiſh Mr. *** would ſtudy his Bible more, and 
the Claſſicks leſs. —There is Jittſe Good to be got by 
reading the Scripture careleſsly, but he who humbly 
applies to God for Direction, and exerciſes himſelf 
therein conſtantly and conſcientiouſly, will ind ſuch an 


* Mr. Hervey had ſeen ſo bad an Uſe made by the 
Socinians, of Conditions and Requiſites, in Oppoſition to 
the Doctrine of Free- Grace, that he could by no Means 
allow even Faith, much leſs our Obedience, to be cal- 
led a Condition. 

T John viii. 36. 
: N 5 Efficacy, 
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Efficacy, as is. not to be found in any other Book 
whatever: —And therefore it is called by way of Pre- 
heminence THe BIBLE (or Tus BOOK ;) im- 
porting, that as This, and only This, is a divine 
Work; no other Books can be compared, or even fo 
much as named with it. It is the Book of Books; 
the Book of Gop : Mr. *** however. neglects this 
Book, I fear ; and indeed, if I may ſpeak my Senti- 
ments to you freely, I look upon him to be ſo puffed 
up with Pride, and the Conceit of his own Abilities, 
that his Paſſions run away with him, and he fires at 
every Thing which thwarts any of the Notions. be has 
imbibed.—Is not ſuch a one diſqualified for Friend- 
ſhip? Can a Man of his Diſpoſition attend- coolly to 
Arguments againſt his preconceived Opinions, how 
modeſtly, or forcibly ſoe ver ſuch Arguments may be 
urged ?— This ſurely is not the Spirit of the Goſpel ? 
nor are theſe the Qualities of one who profeſſes him- 
ſelf a Diſciple of that Maſter, whoſe Exhortation is, 
Learn of me for I am lowly and meek.” I have no 
Hopes of doing Mr. *** any good, and as we think 

ſo very differently, the leſs we have to do with one 
another, perhaps, the better. He really is not now 
fit even for a Companion, much leſs for a Boſom 
Friend, No Man can be a proper Aſſociate (as a Wri- 
ter of no ſmall Penetration has judiciouſly remarked) 
in whom theſe, or ſuch like Infirmities are predomi- 
nant ; namely, | 19:44" 4 NJ 
1. If he be referved, or be incapable of communi- 
cating his Mind freely.—2, If he be baughty, and 
proud of his Knowledge, imperious in his Diſpoſition, 
and fond of impoſing his own Sentiments on us.— 3. 
If he be poſitive and will diſpute to the End, by re- 
fiſting the cleareſt Evidence rather than be overcome. 
4. If he be fretful and peeviſh, ready to take 
Things in a wrong Senſe.— 5 If he affect Wit on all 
Occaſions, and is full of his Conceits, Puns, Quib- 
bles, Jeſts and Repartees. Theſe may agreeably en- 
tertain and animate an Hour of Mirth, but they have 
no Place in the Search after Truth · < If 
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6. If he carry about him a Sort of Craft and Cun- 
ning, and Diſguiſe, acting rather like a Spy, than a 
Friend. Have a care of ſuch a one as will make an 
ill Uſe of Freedom in Converſation, and immediately 
charge you with ſhocking Tenets, when you happen 
to differ from thoſe Sentiments which Authority, or 
Cuſtom has eſtabliſhed. 

7. In ſhort, avoid the Man who practiſes any thing 
that is unbecoming the Character of a fincere, free, 
and open Searcher after Truth. And above all Things, 
pray * work againſt all evil Qualities in your own 

reaſt. | 

I had a Letter lately from our old Acquaintance in 
the Weſt, who complains grievouſly of his Burthens, 
as he calls them. It ſeems he has ten Children ; and 
is hipped to Death, leſt he and his Family ſhould be 
reduced to Beggary. His Income to be ſure is ſcanty 
and precarious, but I conjured him not to be diffident 
of Providence, reminded him of our bleſſed Maſter's 
Charge (Matthew vi. 2. 5.) againſt being too anxious 
about our Subſiſtence in this Life; and I ſent him like- 
wiſe the following Paſſage from a Poem of the Reve- 
rend Mr, Onely's, aſſuring him at the ſame Time, that if 
he would have a due Concern for the Things that are 
God's, then God would alſo be careful of him, and his. 


« But Daughters, Sons—Alas ! thy Weakneſs ſcan 3 


% Know Preſcience never was defign'd for Man. 


« Their Wants you dread, ſome able Hand ſupplies ; * 


« Their Wealth you build, ſome Accident deflroys. 
« From Thee ſome Mites, and honeſt Fame be given 3 
% The refi—from Virtue, and the Care of Head n. 


He ſays, Ir He HAD NOT BEEN DEPRIVED OF FoRg- 
SIGHT, he had never married; and by Way of Ex- 

lanation ſent me an odd Quotation, which I have 
. tranſcribed; & I cannot but admire the Wif- 
„ dom of Nature in denying to Men and Women 
that Forefight when they are young, which they ac- 
« quite at a greater Age; for without that, I believe 
* the World could not ſubſiſt above fourſcore Years, 
% and a new Creation of Man would be wanted once 
y i every 


. 
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* every hundred Years at leaſt; ſince the Inconve- 
„ niencies of Marriage, are experimentally known to 
« overballance the Conveniencies. This youxnG 
6 : 0 5 will not believe, and thus the World is peo- 
40 e "oY 
our Friend Colonel *, has made a Preſent of 
Steel's Chriftian Hero, to all his Officers — ] with, 
when he had been in ſuch a Diſpoſition, that he had 
given to all the common Men, Dr. Woodword's Sol- 
dier's Monitor, which are not above fifteen Shillings 
per Hundred, — This Book was wrote by the Command 
of Queen Anne, as I have been told, and delivered to 
every Soldier at the Government's Expence : The 
Sailors Monitor, wrote by the ſame Hand, was given 
to every Sailor, —And I think it very impolitick in the 
Government, to diſcontinue ſo well judged a Dona- 
tion.—If I was Chaplain to a Regiment, I would 
preach before the Soldiers on this Text, © I have ſet 
„the Lord always before me; becauſe he is at my 
„Right Hand, I ſhall not be moved.” P/a/. xvi. 8. 
Your Reflections on ſeeing the Skeleton at Oxford» 
and on your near View of Death (in the emblematical 
Shape of a Skeleton with an Hour-Glaſs and a Dart) 
advancing towards you in your late Sickneſs, hive 
ſuch a Similarity with thoſe of a worthy Friend's of 


mine, as I think will both ſurpriſe and pleaſe you, — 


« Oh! my dear Sir, ſays he, to falt of Death, and 
1% to enter in earneſt upon dying, are two different 
« Things: To view the Meſſenger who comes from 
„ the Jop of all, as actually approaching with his 
« open Commiſſion in one Hand, and his uplifted 
« Dart to execute it in another (an expecting Grave 


* and eternal judgment in his immediate Train) is as 


« different as to view a painted Lion, who is only ter- 
„ rible on Canvas, and actually tg ſee him with his 
« rolling Eyes, and really to bear his tremendous 
« Roar.” 

Have you ſeen the Reverend Mr. Adams's Pradical 


Lectures on the Church Catechiſm — He is an experi- 
enced Chriſtian—and a ſpirited Performance it is.— 
The ſame Gentleman wrote the Preface to Mr. (Trura) 


Wc lker's 
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Walker's Heart. ſcarching Ser mons.— Dr. $** made me a 
Preſent of it ; and wrote in the Blank Leaf before the 
Title Page, What betwixt the Frenzy of Anger, 
„ the Ague of Hopes and Fears, the Fever of Love, 
« the Conſumption of Envy, our diſtempered Minds 
are kept under a continual Diſeaſe, againſt which 
* theſe Lectures are a certain Specifick.” Mr. 
% Adam is Rector of Wintringham in Lincolnſhire, and 
has made, I am told, an amazing Reformation amongſt 
the People in that Neighbourhood, who before his 
Settlement amongſt them were remarkably diffolute 
and ignorant :—He ſpares no Pains in diſcharging his 
miniſterial Duty : His Congregations are very large, I 
hear ; and Men, Women and Children come ten or a 
dozen Miles to attend his Preaching, 

A Gentleman lent me the other Day Dr. Leland's 
View of the principal Deiſtical Writers ; amongſt which 
is one MorGan, who tiles himſelf a Moral PRILo- 
SOPHER ; a Character which is of late grown very 
faſhionable amongſt our modern Deiſts, but THEY 
might with equal Propriety call themſelves m1racu- 
Lous HEAaLERs ; for THEY could as ſoon heal a de- 
cayedBody by their mora/ Philoſophy, as THEY could cure 
the Sin-Sick Soul by it —Miterable Teachers are all 
ſuch; who thus pretend to reform either themſelves, or 
Mankind.— He only can caſt Devils out of the Soul, 
who can ſay to the Leper Be thou clean ;“ and to 
the Storm, be thou ſtill ''—He only can heal the 
decayed Body, who hath ſaid to the Paralytick, Take 
« up thy Bed, and walk.” 

Jam, dear Sir, with great Reſpect, and much E- 
ſteem, your moſt obliged, and very humble Servant, 


James HERVEV. 


P. 8. IT have a particular Reaſon for defiring you 
would give me your well weighed Opinion of the a- 
miable Dr. Vas OrTHoboxy and CHARITY Us. 
NITED Alt is wrote with an excellent Defign.— The 
Gentleman who perſuaded me to purchaſe it is a Per- 
ſon of great Candour, Learning, and Piety.— He 3 6 
Ion 
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fond of this Book, that he has recommended it to all 
his diſtant Acquaintance; and rarely goes into any 
Company, without introducing it in the Converſation ; 
he extolls it in the ſtrongeſt Terms, as a Piece which 
no Chriſtian ought to be without, ſince its grand End 
is to promote charitable Sentiments, and Practices to- 
wards one another, amidſt the numerous Follies and 
Errors of the Time. Would to God our religious 
Ditferences were properly ſettled on a fure Founda- 
tion, that the contending Parties were reconciled in 
Love; and that © a ave abo call ourſelves Chriſtians, 
« might hold the Faith in Unity of Spirit, in the Bond 
„ Peace, and in Righteouſneſs of Life.” Amen, and 
Amen. k 


LETTER: Cl. 
Dear Sir, Wefton-Favell, Now. 4, 1757. 


OU wonder at my Delay in anſwering your very 

friendly Letter: This is the true Cauſe. When 
I received your Favour, I was very buſy, in diſpatch- 
ing to the Preſs my three Faſt Sermons, Jately pub- 
liſhed. By ſome Accident your Letter was miſſaid, 
and could not be found. This Day it came to Light, 
and, the Moment I looked upon the Date, it (truck 
me with a painful Regret, a Regret almoſt equal to 
the Pleaſure I enjoyed, in your edifying Converſa- 
tion. 

Your Lady has ſhewn the moſt welcome Complai- 
ſance to me, and to the + Roſe; to me, in accepting 
what is leſs than a Trifle ; to the Roſe, in putting it to 
ſuch a Uſe. Could that poor Vegetable be ſenſible, it 
would rejoice to be a Remembrancer of its moſt amia- 
| | ble 


a. 


— 


+ When this Gentleman was at Veen, Mr. Herwey 
{as he walked with him in the Garden) plucked a Roſe, 
and deſired him to preſent it to his Wife, to put her 
in Mind of the Roſe of Sharon. She paid that Regard 
to the Giver and the Gift, as to put it into a Frame 
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ble Creator. The Prophet calls upon the whole Cre- 
ation, inanimate as it is, to exult and triumph in the 
Grace of our incarnate God. Sing, O Heavens; be 
joyful, O Earth; break forth into finging, ye Mountains; 
O Foreſts, and every Tree, whether cultivated or wild, 
for the Lord, by his Incarnation, Blood, and Righteouſ- 
nels, has Redeemed Iſrael, and glorified himſelf ; moſt 
magnificently diſplayed all his divine Perfections, in 
the Salvation of Jacob. 

I heartily wiſh, that Mrs. * * may become, every 
Day, more and more acquainted with the Roſe of Sha- 
ron; that his Lovelineſs, Riches, and Glory, may be 
revealed in her Heart, by the Holy Ghoſt, Happy 
the Souls, in which this Flower of Heaven bloſſoms ; 
which are charmed with its Beauty, and refreſhed with 
its Odours. Their Happineſs will not fade as a Leaf, 
but like the Merit and Mercy of their Lord, will be 
new every Morning, new every Moment, new through 
eternal Ages. 

I wiſh, 1 could gratify your benevolent Temper, by 
giving you a comfortable Account of my Health. But 
nothing adminiſtred for its Succour and Reſtoration, 
ſucceeds. It ſeems to be the Will of cur great Phy- 
ſician, that my Strength ſhould be Labour and Sorrow. 
May his holy Will be done; only may my Faith in his 
Blood be ſtrong, and my Love of his Name be warm, 
Then I ſhall meet you, ere long, amidſt the innume- 
rable Company of Angels, and no more complain, 
« my Head, my Head; no more ſay, I am ſick.“ 

How ſhall I recompenſe my generous Doctor, for 
preſcribing without a Fee? By wiſhing, that he may 
never want the Aid, which he ſo kindly tenders to 
his 

Affection ate Friend, and 


Brother in Chriſt, 


Jau Es Herver. 


LETTER 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ſmall, on his beloved Son. 
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LETTER CXII. 


Madam, Wefton-Favell, Feb. 22, 1758. 
1 Received the Favour of your Letter, and found no 

ſmall Pleaſure in peruſing its Contents. It gave me 
a ſingular Satisfaction, to ſee a Lady of ſuch ſine Senſe, 
and in the very Bloom of Life, mindful of the Things 
which belong to her eternal Peace. May this happy 
Diſpoſition increaſe with your increaſing Years! and 
it will be the greateſt Blefling that you can enjoy, or 
your Correſpondent wiſh. 

If my Writings have afforded you any Entertain- 
ment, or been the Means of adminiſtring the leaſt Im- 
provement, I deſire to adore and bleſs the all gracious 
God. For he, Madam, teaches to profit ; his Spirit 
commands Succeſs ; and all our Good comes wholly 
from his heavenly Benediction. | 

I am pleaſed to find this, among your other valuable 
Expreſſions; © I want to have all thoſe heavenly Con- 
«« ſolations.”—You conſider Religion in a right View. 
It is not a vexatious Burthen, or an irkſome "Taſk ; but 
it is intended to be the Comfort of our Lives, and the 
Joy of our Hearts, God is the God of all Comfort, 
Chriſt is ſtiled the Conſolation of Vael, and the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt is called the Comforter.—The Goſpel is the 
moſt comfortable Report imaginable ; it is glad Ti- 


dings, and the joyful Sound; it aſſures poor Sinners, 


that God has laid all their Iniquities, both great and 
—— That Jeſus Chriſt has 
brought in a moſt perfect and everlaſting Righteouſ- 
neſs, whereby they, may be juſtified ; and that our 
firſt, our great, our leading Duty is, to believe afl 
this, in our own Behalf, for our own Benefit. 

By the Comfort and Peace reſulting from theſe Bleſ- 
ſings, it would win our Hearts to love the God, who 
is ſo immenſely amiable and gracious to us; to be ſtu- 


dious of doing his Pleaſure, who has made ſuch un- 


ſpeakably rich Proviſion for our Happineſs. The 
Apoſtle prays for his Theſalonian Converts, that the 
| Father 
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Father of everlaſting Compaſſions, would firſt comfort 
their Hearts, and then, and thereby eſtabliſh them in 
every good Word and Work. 

I ſhould make no Scruple to fend my Faſt Sermon 
for your Peruſal, if I had one. But it has pleaſed the 
divine Providence to viſit me with a violent Fever, 
which has confined me for many Weeks; I am till the 
Priſoner of this Diſeaſe, ſo that I was incapable of go- 
ing abroad on the Faſt Day. And indeed, if it had 
been otherwiſe, I ſhould ſcarcely have been able to 
grow my own Inclination, by complying with your 

ints; becauſe I never write my Sermons, having ac- 
cuſtomed myſelf to preach without Notes; and it was 

owing to a particular Incident, that thoſe three Diſ- 
courſes which J publiſhed, were committed to Wri- 


ting. 

elt me, Madam, to wiſh, that you may be ſted- 
faſt and immoveable in your preſent Turn of Mind, 
which is ſo truly wiſe and noble, that by him who 
ſitteth in Heaven and beholds all the Children of Men, 
it may be ſaid of Miſs * * ®, as it was formerly ſaid of 
another excellent Perſon ; Mary has choſen that good 
Part, which ſhall not be taken from her. 

To theſe Wiſhes, allow me the additional Pleaſure 


of being, "TIO 


your moſt obedient 
humble Servant, 


James Henrver. 
LETTER CXIV. 


Dear Mr. . W:fton-Favell, March 4, 1758. 
I Have a long Letter, conſiſting of two or three 
Sheets from Mr. H:/y.—. It conſiſts of Animad- 
verſions on my Dialogues and Letters, which I ſhould 
be glad if you would peruſe, and favour me with your 
Opinion. He wrote me one before, more ſtinging and 
ſarcaſtick than this. I have taken no Notice of either, 
being very unwilling to embark in Controverſy, but for 
your 
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your Judgment on the laſt, which is written with Can- 
dor and Temper , I ſhould be much obliged, and 
have an additional Reaſon to be, 
Dear Sir, 
your affectionate Friend, 


Janes Hervey. 
LETTER CXV. 


Madam, Meſton-Favell, March 11, 1758. 
I Am much obliged for your benevolent Wiſhes, re- 
_ to my Health, By Way of Return, permit 
me to Wiſh, that your Soul may proſper, may flouriſh, 
may bloſſom as a Roſe; that you may grow in Grace, 
_ ? the Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
riſt. 

From this Paſſage we may obſerve, that the Way to 
advance in true Holineſs of Heart and Life, is to ad- 
vance in the Knowledge of Chriſt.— It is for want of 
knowing Chriſt, that the Generality of Mankind are ſo 
captivated by Trifles, and enſlaved to tranſient Gra- 
tifications. It is for want of knowing Chriſt more 
thoroughly, that many Chriſtians have to little Peace 
and Joy, and many go mournfully in their Way to 
Eternity. | 

By his Knowledge ſhall my righteous Servant juſtify 
many.—Py giving them the Knowledge of himlelf, of 
his divine Dignicy and ineſtimable precious Work ; of 
that grand Price, which he pzid for the Redemption 
of Sinners, which delivers them from the Wrath to 
come, and intitles them to the Inheritance incortupti- 
ble, undefiled, and that fadeth not away, 

The divine Power, ſays St. Peter, has given us all 
Things pertainiag to Life and Godlineſs.—. How ? 

through 


— * th 


» 


+ Mr. Hervey was ever willing to ſpeak the beſt of 
his Adverſaries. But I could not forbear thinking, 
when I read Mr. We/ley's Letter, that it was written 
without either Candor or Temper. 
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through the Knowledge of him, who has called us to 
Glory and Virtue; through the Knowledge of Chriſt, 
as calling us to the Enjoyment of eternal Glory, which 
he has procured for us by his Blood; and thereby 
moſt ſweetly leading and engaging us, to the Exer- 
ciſe of every Virtue. 

I hope Marſhall on Sanfification, will be bleſſed to 
your Conſolation and Edification. If it is not at the 
firſt Reading, it may at the ſecond, or it may at the 
third. I would ſay to the Reader of this excellent 
Treatiſe, as the Prophet Elijah ſaid to his Servant, 
who went to the Sea in —_ to make Obſervation, 
but found nothing worthy of Notice,“ Go again ſe- 
ven Times.” 

I have ſeen Dr. Ghnn's Poem intitled, The Day of 
udgment. It is not without Elegance and Beauty, 
ut it wants that Energy and 2 which, on ſo 
rand and intereſting an Occaſion, ſhould alarm, tran- 
port, and awe our Souls; but its chief Deficiency, in 

my Opinion is, that it neglects to aſcribe proper Ho- 
nour unto Chriſt; he is indeed very ſlightly hinted at 
in one choſen Line, but he ſhould have made the moſt 
diſtinguiſhed Figure throughout the whole Piece; all 
Judgment is committed to him.—lt is Chriſt who will 
come in the Clouds of Heaven; we muſt all appear 
before the Judgment Seat of Chriſt. 'This to the Be- 
lieyer, is a mo't comfortable and delightful Conſidera- 
tion; „My Redeemer is my Judge. He who died 
for me paſſes the final Sentence, Look! how great 
„ js his Majeſty and Glory! So great is my Atone- 
ment and Propitiation.“ 

Should I ever come to London, I will be ſure to do 
myſelf the Pleaſure of waiting upon Miſs *. In 
the mean Time, what ſhe mentions by Way of Cau- 
tion, ſhall be obſerved with all Punctuality due to a 
Command, | 

By her moſt obedient, 
humble Servant, 


. Jamuss Hexver. 


LETTER 
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LETTER CXVI. 


Dear Mr. *, Wefton- Favell, Jan. 3, 1758, 
I Received your welcome valuable Letter in due 

Time; but almoſt as ſoon as I received it, 1 was 
ſeized with a violent Ilneſs; ſo violent, that the cur- 
rent Report was, Herwey is dead.” — Near to Death 
I certainly was ; and God Almighty knows, I am, ac- 
cording to human Appearance, not far“ from it even 
now: But pray let me, if I live, expect the Continu- 
ation of your Remarks. Your Letters are ſuch as I 
ſhould delight to read, even in my laſt Moments, 

I wiſh you many a happy New Year on Earth, and 
at the laſt an abundant Entrance into the New Feru/a- 
1 the Voice of Joy and Health is perpetually 

eard. 

Weak I am, very weak, and much out of Order; 
inſomuch that I have not been able to go to Church, 
ever ſince Chri/lmas, But your Writings refreſh and 
delight, inſtead of fatiguing me !—Your fourth Para- 
graph has moſt exactly. ſtated the Difference, which 
ſubſiſts between yourſelf and 4/pafio, relating to Faith. 
'The Forbearance and Candor, with which you treat 
this Difference, does not give up a Jot or Tittle of 
your own Opinion, yet it tends very much to concili- 
ate Favour and Eſteem in its Behalf, 

Your Fi/on is very grand and quite ſtriking; I love 
ſuch Strokes of Imagination, they keep Attention 
awake, and impart Pleaſure together with Profit 
Aſpafio is doubly obliged to your Pen, formerly for 
correcting, now for defending his Work. You ob- 
ſerve, my Enemy is yours. e has attacked your ge- 
nerous Vindication. In Reply to this Attack, you 
have ſpoke my very Sentiments F. ge; 

Mr. 


* Mr. Herwey died the December following. 
+ This refers to the Remarks (made by this Gen- 
tleman to whom Mr. Herwey here writes) on the Scotch 
Author, who wrote the Letters on Theron and Aſpafio. 
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Mr, ***, you will find, is angry with me on the 
oppoſite Score, for ſpeaking too much, and, as he 
thinks, too openly on the Side of Election and parti- 
cular Redemption. Pray favour me with your free 
Opinion, and wherever you think he charges me jutt- 
ly, or I have expreſſed myſelf improperly, ſpare not 
to ſpeak the naked Truth.—He has lately publiſhed a 
large Book, Price Six Shillings ſtitched, on the Doc- 
trine of Original Sin; great Part of which, is an 
Abridgment of Dr. Watts's Ruin and Recovery; and of 
another Treatiſe, wrote by Mr. Hebden. In this he 
takes Occaſion to quote two or three Paſſages from | 
Theron and Aſpaſio, one from Vol. I. Page 128. which 
he thus introduces: * To explain this a little farther 
in Mr. Hervey's Words. By faderal Head I mean, 
«© what the Apoſtle teaches, c. That as Adam was 
„the firſt general Repreſentative (of this Kind, ſays | 
«© A/pafio, but Mr. ** makes him ſay) of Mankind, | 
« Chriſt was,” Sc. Far from reſting upon a ſin- 
« gle Text,” Co he goes on to the Bottom of the 


Page, then turns back to the upper Part, repreſents q 
me as forming a Concluſion in theſe Words: —“ All 1 
„ theſe Expreſſions demonſtrate, that Adam (as well | 
* as Chriſt) was a Repreſentative of all Mankind, | 
% And that what he did in this Capacity, did not ter- 9 
« minate in himſelf, but affected all whom he repre- 'f 


« ſented.” —This is a very injurious Repreſentation. 
One Sentence is 2 palpable Miſ-quotation, Would it 
be proper to take any Notice of it? I am ſometimes 
apprehenſive, that he would draw me into a Diſpute 
about particular Redemption, I know he can fay 
ſtartling and horrid Things on this Subject; and this 

rhaps, might be the moſt effectual Method to pre- 
Judice People againſt my principal Point. 


I am, dear Sir, with much Gratitude, 


and true Affection, yours in Chriſt, - 


J. H zv r. 


LE T- 
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LETTER CXVIL 


Dear Sir. 
PON a repeated Review of your Sketches for 
inſtructing your Family on Sunday Evenings, 


I really don't know how to improve them. 
I think they are well digeſted, but when 
you exerciſe your Talent in ſpeaking from thoſe 
Sketches, don't forget to implore a Bleſſing on what 
you are going about. Stir up the Gift of God which 
is in you by a zealous Ute of them, and you yourſelf 
will improve them better than I can for you,— I ſhall 
only ſuggeſt, that as ſoon as you have finiſhed, ſer 
down as freſh Heads for another Occaſion, what new 
Thoughts occurred to you while you was ſpeaking, 
Oh! let us work while the Day laſts! My dear Friend, 
the Judge is at the Door, and Eternity at Hand. 
May we watch and pray always, that we may be 
found worthy to ſtand before the Son of Man at, his 
coming. | 
I incloſe Part of a Letter, ſent by a clever Man and 
no mean Scholar, | 0d | 
© This with infinite Pleaſure I can inform you, that 
« J am now brought to a Senſe of my Duty, to which 
« I was an entire Stranger till lately. Glory be to 
« God, I have now ſome Concern upon my Mind, 
« ſome ſerious Thoughts of a future State !-—How a- 
«  mazing is it, that a Perſon ſhould arrive at my Years, 
« without knowing any Thing of the Religion. he 
4 profeſſes. Strange as it is, this was my Caſe ; for till 
« within theſe ſix Months, I was as much in the Dark 
« as to ſpiritual Affairs, as one who had never heard 
4c the Name of Chriſt, The Bible was to. me the 
4% ſame as an unknown Language, and all my Pre- 
« tences to Religion were nothing but a mere lifeleſs 
« Formality. Oh that the inexprefſible Marks of the 
« [ove of my God, and his Goodneſs; to me, may 
« increaſe the Love I owe to him, more and more 


« every Day! 
| Day Our 
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Our Friend Mr. H » who you know is a great 
Favourer of the myſtick Writers, has deſired me to 
read Mr. Law's Spirit of Prayer, and Spirit of Love, 
which is an Appendix to it. I ſhall aſk him, whether 
he deſigned it to puzzle or edify me ?—T am ſure it 
has done the firſt to me, may it do the latter to him. — 
Oh ! what need have we to pray for that bleſſed Spirit, 
which may lead us into all Truth, 

I begin to be weaned from human Writings, even 
from the moſt applauded. — The pure Milk of the di- 
vine Word my Soul covets. Don't you reliſh its 
Sweetneſs, and taſte its Power more and more? The 
Apoltle injoins us in every Thing to give Thanks, 
for this is the Will of God, (1 The/alon. v. 18.) and 
if we are to thank him for every Thing, how ought 
we to thank him, how can we ſufficiently thank him, 
for*ſuch a Treaſury of Bleſſings as the Holy Bible con- 
tains for us ?—and yet — is it credible ?— There are, 
there are thoſe, who neglect theſe gracious Tidings 
of a Reconciliation with God, through the Mediation 
of his own Son Jeſus Chriſt. 

But whatever be the Conduct of others, let you and 
I, dear Sir, eſteem it as it deſerves, and ſay with the 
Pſalmiſt, I will delight myſelf in thy Statutes, I 
« will not forget thy Word. Make me to underſtand 
« the Way of thy Precepts, ſo ſhall I att of thy won- 
« Jrous Works. David you ſee prayed to God 
4% for Illumination, and talted of divine Things. That 
this may be accompliſhed in us, and that we may fol- 
low David's Example, I dare ſay you will add an 
Amen, to the Amen of, 

Dear Sir, 


yours. very ſincerely, 


J. Herver. 


P.S. Iam told, and grieved I am to hear it, that 
the once zealous Mr. *** is grown quite indolent (no 
very laudable CharaCter for a Clergyman) and has en- 

tirely laid aſide his Tranſlation and Improvement of 
the elegant Dr. Stearne, De Viſitatione Infirmorum. He 


ſhewed 
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ſhewed me a Specimen of it ſome Months ago: The 
Tranſlation was ſpirited, and the Notes well calcula- 
ted to ſupply the Author's Deficiencies, Nothing per- 
haps is more wanted, or would be more uſeful (eſpe- 


cially to the Clergy) than a judicious Treatiſe on Vi- 


ſiting the Sick, in a neat pocket Volume ; but I am 
ſenſible, there is nothing equally difficult to execute, 
I never yet ſaw one to my Mind. —The Clergyman's 
Companion, as it is called, is little more than a Collec- 
tion of Prayers, with the Order of Viſitation of the 
Sick, out of the Common Prayer, the Communion 
Service, and the Office of publick and private Bap- 
tiſm. If, methinks, ſuch a Man as Mr. W. of 


Te— could find Time to ſet about it, it would be 


done effectually, becauſe he is a moſt experienced 
Chriſtian, and has long been accuſtomed to the Cham- 
bers of the Sick, and would write from Facts, and 
his own Knowledge of the human Mind.—I would not 
give a Ruſh for a Jumble compiled from different Au- 
thors: That is the Labour of the Head, and not the 
Feeling of the Heart, and can never produce the Ef- 
fects I wiſh to ſee. a 


„rr 


| Wefton-Favell, July 26, 1756. 

O W, my dear Friend, I have procured your ta- 
vourite Author, Downame's Chriſtian Warfare 
againſt the Devil, the World, and the Fleſb. He is, 
indeed a pleafing, perſpicuous Writer, The Lan- 
uage, as you obſerved, remarkably pure and correct; 
be is very experimental, and enters into the Diſtreſſes 
of tempted Souls ; many Things are ſweet, comforta- 
ble, charming. Sometimes, I think he draws a little 
Veil over the Grace of God, not ſuffering it to blaze 
out ia its full Luſtre and Glory. Don't you think he 
is ſomewhat inaccurate, in ſtating the Nature of Juſti- 
fication ? Lib. ii. Chap. 50. Juſtification, he ſays, 
« confiſteth in two Parts; the firſt, Remiſſion of our 
Sins for the full Satisfaction of Chriſt, by his Death 


4. and Sufferings: The other, the W 2 
ha 
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&« habitual and active Righteouſneſs.” —Should it not 
rather be, Juſtification conſiſts of two Parts ; the firſt, 
Remiſſion of our Sins; the ſecond, Being perfectly 
righteous in God's Sight ; and both theſe ſpring from 
the Imputation of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs to the poor 
Sinner | 

I find, from your Manuſcript, it is your Opinion, 
that the Antediluvian Sacrifices were ſlain by the 
Sword of the Cherubim, planted and waved at the 
Entrance of Eden. This is a very remarkable, and 
very awful Circumſtance, and if true, very worthy of 

rticular Notice. But what reaſons have you, dear 


Sir, tor the Support of this Sentiment? Be ſo kind as 


* 


to mention them at your Leiſure. 
Mr. P**, about a Week after his Return to North- 
amptonſbire, gave me your Letter. I fear he will be- 
come a Prey to the Allurements of the World. 
I believe he is not very zealous for the Goſpel of 
Chriſt. I am pretty ſure, he does not love the Ser- 
vants of our Lord; therefore I expect, that, from 
this Quarter, my Character will foon be put under 
an Eclipſe ; nor ſhall I be much dilappointed, if by 
this Incident, my new Friend is put away from my 
Sight. Thanks for your Hints concerning my Con- 
duct; it is very ſeaſonable, and ſhall be obſerved. 
have ſometimes thought, that the beſt, ſtrongeſt 
Proof of a future State of Happineſs occurring in the 
Old Teftament, is deducible from the Hiſtory ot Enoch. 
Encch walked with God, was high in his Favour, and 
had much Communion with him; it is recorded as a 
ſinglar Reward of his holy and exemplary Lite, That 
he was not, for God took him; Now it the anciert 
People of God had no Notion of a future State of 
Happineſs, what ſtrange Apprehenſions muſt, they 
form, concerning this Inftance of the divine Proce- 
dure? At this rate, Jehovah muſt appear to puniſh in 
the molt exemplary and dreadful Manner, his firſt ard 
greateſt Favourite. Whereas, ſuppoſe them rooted in 
the Belief of a much happier Condition ſucc*eding the 
preſent Life, and the Caſe is plain, and God is juſt'- 
V ob.» O fied 
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fied in his Doings, Pleaſe to give me your Opi- 
nion, as to this Argument. 

I hope, you are thinking of your new Verſion of 
Hal. civ. which will be very agreeable, and I hope, 
not a little edifying to, 

| Dear Sir, 
your much obliged and 
affectionate Friend 


J. HE RVE. 


P. S. I here ſend you Mr. Moſes Brown's almoſt li- 
teral Tranſlation of Luther's moſt comfortable Hymn, 
which is in very conſiderable Eſteem in the German 
Church. Zimmermannus de Cognitionis Chrifti Eminen- 
tid, is a Comment on it; and is now tranſlating by 
Mr, Browne, at my Defire, 


LUTHE R's Hymn. 
In Eight Practical Rules. 


I. 
5 IS not too arduous an Eſſay, 
To tread reſolv'd the Goſpel Way; 
The ſenſual Inſtin@ to controul, 
And warm with purer Fire the Soul. 
Nature may raiſe her fleſhly Strife, 
Reluctant to the heav'nly Life; 
Loth in a Saviour's Death to Share, 
Her daily Croſs compell'd to bear: 
But Grace omnipotent at length, 
Shall arm the Saint with ſaving Strength; 
Thro' the ſharp War with Aids attend, 
And his long Conflict ſweetly end. 
See Zimmermannus, Page 5. 


; 
Act but the Infant's gentle Part; 
Give up to Love thy willing Heart : 
No fondeſt Parent's melting Breaſt | 
Yearns, like thy God's, to make thee bleſt: 
Taught 


Lig 
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Taught its dear Mother foon to know, 
The tendereſt Babe his Love can ſhow. 
Bid thy baſe ſervile Fear retire ; 
This Taſk no Labour will require. 
Zimmermannus, Page 11, 


| | III. 
The Sow'reign Father, good and kind, 
Wants but to have his Child reſign'd: 
Wants but thy yielded Heart (no more!) 
With his large Gifts of Grace to ſtore. 
He to thy Soul no Anguiſh brings, 
From thy own ftubborn Will it ſprings : 
That Foe, but crucify (thy Bane !) 
Nought ſhalt thou know of Frowns or Pain, 
Limmermannus, Page 17, 
IV. 
Shake from thy Soul o'erwhelm'd, depreſt, 
Th' encumbring Load that galls her Reſt; 
That waſtes her Strength in Bondage vain ;— 
With Courage break th' enſlaving Chain. 
Let Pray'r exert its conqu'ring Pow'r ; 
Cry in thy tempted trembling Hour, 
« My God! my Father ſave thy Son !— 
« *Tis heard, —and all thy Fears are done.” 
Limmermannus, Page 32, 


V. 
Yet if (more earneſt Plaints to raiſe) 
Thy God awhile his Aid delays, 
Tho' you don't now his kind Hand feel, 
Thy Grief let lenient Patience heal. 
Or if Corruption's Strength prevail, 
And oft thy Pilgrim Footiteps fail ; 
Pray for his Grace with louder Cries, 
do ſhalt thou cleans'd and ſtronger riſe, 
Limmermannus, Page 43. 


Theſe next Lines within the Hooks do not belong 
to Luther's Hymn, but are uſed by Zimmermannus, 
Page 52. as an Illuſtration of the preceding Stanza. 
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[The faſter Hold my Faith on Jeſus takes, 
His brighter Glories on my Spirit breaks. 
If then to Heav'n I lift my votive Hands, 
Love's ſtrongeſt Flame my raptur'd Soul expands. 
Thee, Lord, ſhe loves, and would with Zeal forego 
A thouſand Worlds, Love dear as thine to know.] 


Then Luther's Hymn proceeds thus : 


VI. 


If haply ſtill thy mental Shade, 

Dark as the Midnight Gloom be made, 
On the ſure faithful Arm divine 

Firm let thy fattning Truſt recline. 

The gentleſt Sire, the beſt of Friends, 

To thee nor Loſs, nor Harm intends : 
Tho' toſt on a tempeſtuous Main, 

No Wreck thy Veſſel ſhall ſuſtain. 

Should there remain of reſcuing Grace 
No Glimpſe, no Footſtep left to trace; 
Hear thy Lord's Voice : "Tis Jeſus Will, 
« Believe (thou poor dark Pilgrim) till.” 


Zimmermannus, Page 55. 
VII. 


Then thy ſad Night of Terrors paſt, 
(Tho' the dread Seaſon long may laſt) 
Sweet Light ſhall from the tranquil Skies, 
Like a fair Dawn before thee riſe. 
Then ſhall thy Faith's bright Grounds appear, 
Thy Eyes ſhall view Salvation clear. 
Be hence encourag'd more, when try'd, 
On the ze Father to confide. 
Ah! trom thy Mind extirpate quite 
The ſickly Films that cloud her Sight: 
See ! of how rich a Lot, how bleſt 

The true Belicver ſtands poſſeſt ! 


Z.mmermannus, Page 68. 


[ Theſe 


L. 


Theſe Lines within the Hooks do not belong to 
Luther's Hymn, but are uſed by Zimmermannus, as an 
Illuſtration of the preceding Stanza, See Page 74. 


[ Looſe from hard Bonds, my God ! a Mind 
In Chains too faſt, too flrait confin'd. 

I'm heal'd! ſet free! from Sin made pure! 
Thy Blood, my Chriſt, has wrought the Cure. 
I feel a Pow'r my Will controul ! 

Quench thy long Drought, my thirſty Soul! 
The living Fountain now I've found, 
Diffuſing balmy Streams around ] 


Then Luther's Hymn concludes with this eighth 
practical Rule. 
VIII. 


Come, backward Soul ! to God reſign; 

Peace, his belt Bleiling, ſhall be thine; 

Boidly recumbent on his Care, 

Calt thy felt Burthens onLY THERE. 
Zimmermannus, Page 88. 


LETTER CXIX. 


Dear Sir. Iafton-Favell, Jan. 8, 1757. 
M ANY Thanks for your laſt Letter, indeed it 
delighted and edified me. Think no more of 
making me any Preſent from your Collection o Books: 
It is in your Power to give me a greater Gratification 
from the good Treature of your Heart. | 
I am particularly delighted with your Interpretation 
of 125 NR 2my. Your Senſe is grand and inexpreſſi- 
bly important ; and without your Senſe, methinks the 
whole Tranſlation is like a magnificent Portal, with- 
out a hinge to turn upon.—-I am edified and com- 
forted with your Analyſis of the whole Verſe. A moſt 
encouraging and truly evangelical Reprefentation of 
the Covenant of Grace! I am forty, you are diverted 
from enlarging upon lo excellent a Subject. Let this 

Work not be laid aſide, but only poſtponed. 
Jam much pleaſed with your Remarks on Dr, ***'s 
9 Sermon z 
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Sermon ; I ſaw it ſome Time ago, and thought with 
you, that he entirely miſtook the Meaning of his Text; 
that his views of the Goſpel were very dim, and his Ac- 
count of that Miracle of Grace, Salvation by Chriſt, 
very lame. I had alſo the Happineſs to be thoroughly of 
your Opinion, with regard to his injudicious Outcries 
againſt Reaſon ; I declare, I look upon my Reli- 
ion to be Reaſon in its higheſt Refinement. My Rea- 
on ſays, Prove all Things : admit nothing without a 
ſatisfactory Proof, and ' when any Thing is proved, 
to be revealed by God, receive it as an Oracle. —l 
cannot but think likewiſe, that every Part of our Re- 
ligion (though abſolutely undiſcoverable by Reaſon) is, 
when dilcovered and underſtood, perfectly rational, as 
it comports with the Attributes of the Godhead, ſuits 
the State of Man, and is moſt admirably adapted to 
diſplay the divine Glory, and redreſs human Miſery : 
Whatever is formed with ſuch a Tendency, to this 
my Reaſon moſt readily ſubſcribes, and pronounces 
worthy of all Acceptance. 

I hope, by the Time of the Arrival of the incloſed 
Frank, you will have a Freight ready for the Veſſel ; 
and to me, I aſſure you, it will be more precious than 
the Merchandize of Silver, or the Gain of fine Gold. 

You have taken an effectual Method, to make me 
(enervated as my Arm is, and languid as my * 
are) more punctual for the future in my Correſpon- 
dence. If this Hand has Strength to hold a- Pen, it 
ſhall not be tardy in executing this Office, or rather in 
diſcharging this Debt any more. | 

I am entirely of your Opinion, with regard to the 
Aſpect of the Times, there ſeems to be a black Cloud 
hanging over the Proteſtant World | fear, we have 
abuſed our Privileges. Now, perhaps, the Lord is go- 
ing to take his Fan in his Hand, and thoroughly purge 
his Floor. Prepare us, bleſſed Jeſus! be our Strength in 
an Hour of Trias! be our Light in a Day of Darknels ! 

I have had ſome Thoughts of publiſhing a Couple 
of Sermons, preached on the two preceding Faſt Daye, 
relative to this important Point. One upon Exzek. 
xViii. 27. the other upon Heb. xi. 28. Ot theſe _ 

| iſ, 
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Diſcourſes, contrary to my uſual Method, J happened 
to take Notes, They pretend to' nothing refined cr 
extraordinary, they affect neither ſoaring Sentiments 
nor lofty Stile; they are ſtudiouſſy plain, only, I think, 
they enlarge more upon Chriſt our Sanctification, our 
Redemption, our only Refuge, than moſt of the Diſ- 
courſes which I have ſeen written on that Occaſion, 
Will you give me your Advice, and put up a Prayer 
for the divine Direction? 

I long for the Arrival of your precious Cargo ; to 
me it is peculiarly precious, as it makes evident, that 
Life and Immortality were known in ancient Times, and 
revealed in the ancient Scriptures. - It ſeems to me a 
ſtrange, and worſe than an uſeleſs Attempt, to contro- 
vert, and endeavour to overthrow this Truth —May 
you, dear Sir, have much of the Spirit of Wiſdom 
and Underſtanding, to diſcover the Truth; much of 
the Spirit of Counſel and of Might to diſplay, defend, 
and eſtabliſh the Truth ! even the Truth as it is, in 
Jeſus. W | 
Yours affectionately, and gratefully 


J. Hzxveyr. 
LETTER CM. 


Dear Sir, Saturday Morning. 
Find by the Papers, that vour old Friend Dr, ** 
the Phyſician is dead I— What a call to us to get 

our Lamps trimmed, and our Souls ready for their- 
Exit hat a forcible Admonition to do Good to im- 
mortal Souls while we have Opportunity! — May the 
God of Glory be.ever with you, and bleſs you with all 
ſpiritual Bleſſings ! n 
I greatly with that thoſe in the Practice of Phyſick, 
would ſtudy St. Paul as well as Hippocrates —and at- 
tend occaſionally to the religious Wants of their Pa- 
tients, when they are conſulted as to their bodily Diſ- 
orders. This would be acting the Part of Chriſtian 
Phyſicians, —This would be endeavouring to copy af- 
O4 ter 
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ter the compaſſionate Phyſician of Mankind, who 
while he cured the Body, cured the Soul. 

Being totally and continually ſilent at the Patient's 
Bedſide, is, I think, in ſome Meaſure, denying or be- 
ing aſhamed of the divine Redeemer, who bought us 
with his Blood. —Is it not, as it were refuſing, to em- 
baik in his Cauſe? How . many Sick might be im- 
proved and comforted by a Phyſician, without any 
Hindrance to his Preſcriptions, Detriment to his Cha- 
rafter, or Loſs of his Time ?—Oh ! that theſe Maſters 
of the healing Art would ſet the Lord always before 
them, and then he would direct their Paths! 

I was looking the other Day into the life of Sir Phi- 
lip Sidney, who wrote the Arcadia, in Queen Elizabeth's 
41me,—and I find it recorded of him, that, be- 
ing ſhot in the Thigh in encountering the Spaniards 
near Zutphen in Holland, and parched with "Thirſt, a 
* Bottle of Liquor was procured for him,—and juſt 
as dir Philip was about drinking it, a poor Soldier 
in the ſame Condition, bleeding and ghaſtly, was 
carryed along by him, and caſt up his dying Eyes 
Dat the ſame Bottle; which Sir Philip perceiving, 
took it from his own Mouth, and gave it the poor 
Man with theſe Words, Tay NecessiTY, ho- 
* NEST FRIEND, Is YET GREATER THAN MINE,” — 
He told the Surgeons when they cut him, “that they 
had indeed a Man under their Hands of a ſenſible 
and delicate Nature, yet one to whom the great 
** Redeemer had given Power above himſelf, either to 
po, Or SUFFER : And therefore defired they would 
* not throw a Blemiſh on their Art, through over 
« Tenderneſs,” 

His laſt Words were,” Love my Memory :—Che- 
« riſh my Friends: Their Fidelity to me may 
* aſſure you they are honeſt :—But above all govern 
„ your own Will and Affections, by the Will and Word 
of your Creator and Saviour; in mz beholding the 
End of this World, and all its Vanities.” I will 
warrant you the Soldiers remembered theſe Words 
of their General ; and ſo would the Sick in like Man- 
ner, long remember the Words of their Phyſician, if 
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cellent as it is upon the whole, there are ſome Paſſages 
ſo juſtly “ exceptionable, that every Biſhop in the 
Kingdom will tell you, he wiſhes to have them ex- 
punged ; and yet 1 know not for what political 
or timid Reaſons it continues juſt as it did. Had our 
firſt Reformers been thus indolent, we ſtill had been 
Papiſts.—Our Laws are daily complained of, and 
might moſt certainly be abridged to the great Benefit 
of the Nation ; this is allowed by every Individual ; 
but the Parliament, you ſee, will not exert themſelves 
in bringing this important Affair to pals. 

I have often wondered, that in this Age of Huma- 
nity (for ſuch with all its Faults it certainly is) that 
While Infirmaries are ereQing in different Parts of the 
Kingdom, publick Bridges building, and large Col- 
lections making for charitable Ules, that there ſhould 
be no Societies eſtabliſhed for redrefſing Grievances. 
To found ſuch kinds of Societies, would be truly lau- 
dable and highly beneficial: May God of his infinite 
Goodneſs and unerring Wiſdom, put it into the 
Hearts of the Active, the Benevolent, and the Power- 
ful, to ſet in good Earneſt about the Inſtitution of So- 
cieties for the redreſſing our Grievances ; ſome for 
publick, and other for private Grievances.—Were ſuch 
once eſtabliſhed, what a World of Good might be 
done! Then the Fatherlefs, theWidow, and the Injured, 
would have ſubſtantial Friends always at Hand, who 
would reſcue them from their Oppreſſors, by taking 
them under their own Protection, and defending their 
Cauſe out of the Subſcription Fund —From theſe 
Funds likewiſe, the Expence of N. uſeful Acts 
of Parliament, or of getting = ectual ones amended 

r repealed, might be defrayed. 

8 I — you wil be pleaſed to hear that Mr.“ ““, 
has lately wrote very ſeriouſly to Mr. ** about his re- 


ligious Concerns, and preſſed him ſtrongly, * FP 
| 424 


* A. FA, 
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* Mr. Herwey uſed to complain, that the Baptiſmal 
Service, and that for the Viſitation of the Sick were 
very defective, and much wanted Amendment. 


1 297 J 


he would now and then introduce a few religious 
Hints, and drop occaſionally a ftriking Sentence or 
two, with Propriety and Seriouſneſs. 

Worldly Craftineſs is a bad Guide, I wiſh you 
may have religious Diſcretion for your's, as Telema- 
chus had the diſcreet Mentor.—And that you would be- 
gin (inſtead of paying court to the Great,) to court 

uls for the everlaſting Bridegroom.—This is your 
true Intereſl—and will avail you, when every worldly 
Conſideration will be found ineffectual. 

As ſoon as I had read Mr. *, Letter, I burnt it 
according to your Delite Who can now retrieve the 
Syllables, Sentences and Words ? Thus are the Sins, 
all the Sins of them that believe in the divine Jeſus, 
done” away, What a Privilege! what a Blefling ! 
ſhould not our Souls exult in it ? ſhould not our Diſ- 
courie dwell upon it? 

Adieu, dear Sir, and believe me with great 


Reſpect, and hearty Wiſhes for. your preſent and eter- 
nal Welfare, | 


Yours, e. 


James Hervey. 


LETTER CAA. 


Dear Sir, Wedneſday Morning. 
"4+ HE Grievance you complain of is, like many 
other Grievances, irremediable ; for according 
to the old Proverb, What is every one's Buſineſs, is no 
one's, It is the ſame in numbcrle's Inſtances :—How 
many Turnpikes are erected, where the Money tal en 
will ſcarce defray the Expence of the Gates; and whe e 
the Roads neither are, nor ever will be mended, and 
coniequently, they are Nuiſances inſtead of Benefits; 
yet our Nobility and Members of Parliament paſs fre- 
quently through ſuch Turopikes, complain of the 
Grievance, but take no Pains to redreſs it. And 
even in an Affair of the higheſt Con'equence, how 
negligent 13 the Community ? I mean, in the long 
expected Reformation of our Liturgy ; in which. ex- 
O 5 ccl.ent 
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DETERMINE (as his Expreſſion was) and ſet about 
Religion in good Earneſt.—“ Pray, dear Sir,” ſaid he 
in one Part of His Letter, © take Care, and do not 
% hurry away Life:—Give that Affair a ſerious 
Thought; I am ſure ic is worth it.—I wiſh you 
« well (ſorry am I to fay I think) better than perhaps 
% you wiſh yourſelf.— I ſhould be glad to be miſtaken: 
oy Would to God I could perfuade you reſolutely to 
« fall in love with Religion, and eſpouſe its Cauſe 
„with all your Intereſt, and with all your Might. 
Was that once and thoroughly to be the Caſe, what 
« an Inſtrument might not You be, in the Hand of 
God, to rouſe Men from their Lethargy ; to animate 
them in the Purſuit of their own eternal Welfare; 
and to encoutage their Zeal for that of others? 
Oh Sir ! a Man with your Capacity, your Fortune, 
your Opportunities, what could there be too hard 
„ for him—except himſelf !--By your irrefiſtable Ar- 
„ guments and ſpirited Behaviour you knock down 
others on every Occaſion, and carry almoſt every 
Point you undertake ; why don't you knock down 
yourſelf !—— Aude ſapere, incipe. 


What Conſcience dictates to be done, 
Or warns you not to do, 
* This as your Hell with Horror ſhun, 
That as your Heav'n purſue. 
Pope's Univerſal Pray r. 
In another Part of his Letter, he thus interro” 
« gated Mr. **,——** Will not every wiſe Man, fre” 


*« quently aſk himſelt ſome ſuch Queſtions as-the | 
Am I, or am Inot, in the right Road \—How 
long ſhall I halt between two Opinions? _ —lIs 


not to Day certain, and To-morrow uncertain ?— 


« Am I aſhamed of being religious? Have I Cou- 
nage to ſtand it out againſt God, and not againſt 
« the World ?—Do I take proper Care of my Chil- 
« dren's religious Principles ?—lf I deſtroy myſelf, 
ſhall I deſtroy my Offspring too: and eternally ?*” 
Towards the Concluſion he added; You have 
recommended ſeyeral Books to me, let me — 
* men 


1 
} 
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« mend Rymer's * Repreſentation of revealed Reli- 
« gion to you ;—though if 1 was to adviſe Mr, 
« , it ſhould not be To REA, but To peETER- 
* MINE—reſolutely and unalterably To DETERMINE 
* to be a religious Man.—You want no InſtruQions, 
and the Time of Life with you is gone a great Way. 
Some People, I can tell you, ſuſpect you for a 
« Deiſt ; if you are ſo, I then aſk, Do you act de- 
«« voutly on your own Principles? Do you pray to 
God daily? This every Deift will allow to be ne- 
«« ceſſary; and till you have habituated your Mind to 
Prayer, I ſhall have little Expectations of doing 
you that important Service, which you muſt be 
* ſenſible by my writing this Letter, I am very de- 
«*« firous of doing, as far as in me lies. — The reſt muſt 
be left to a ſuperior Agency, I mean the Opera- 
tion of God's holy Spirit on your Heart.” 

No Antwer has yet been returned by Mr. *** to 
this Letter. I believe he is puzzled how to act. He 
cannot well paſs it by in Silence, and to give any 
Thing under his Hand on fo intereſting a Subject as 
Religion, wiil be, to a Man of his Turn, very ine- 
lizible. 

You ſee by the Papers that our great Wit is dead. — 
Is it not a little remarkable, that ſo long before his 
Death, he ſhould be deprived of his Senſes ?—de- 
prived of them at the very Time he was about writing 
a moſt pernicious Book, which 1 am old he intended 
to have publiſhed with this ludicrous Title, wiz. he 
Memoirs of the Reverend Mr. Jeptha Quixote, Saint 
Errant ; the true and undoubted Son of the renowned Don 
Quixote, Knight Errant ; who inherits all his Father's 
Virtues. The Deſign of which was to burleſque 
Things ſacred, and to let in a ridiculous Light, iome 


of the moſt exemplary Chriſtians under the Notion of 
| Saint 


Dr. Rymer has a great Variety of new, yet ſolid 

Thovghts ; expreſſed with a Spirit, and Peculiarity-of 
Style extremely entertaining, and quite unaffected, 
Price 5 5. 
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Saint Errantry.— This would have been a moſt 
malicious Piece of Wit ; and being the Producttion of 
ſo celebrated a Genius, would have ſpread like 
Wildfire, pregnant with infinite Miſchief ; for as Ho- 
race has juſtly remarked, 


2 
— 


Ridiculum acri 

Fortius & melius magnas plerumque /ecat res *, 

Her. Sat X. Lib. I. 

When you reflect on this and other Attempts to diſ- 
courage good Men, and to render Religion contemp- 
tible in the Eyes of Worldlings, are you not apt to ſay 
with the P/almift, ** The Lord that dwelleth in Hea- 
* ven ſhall laugh them to ſcorn + ?” He, though un- 
ſeen, directs the whole by his wiſe Providence; 
turneth Men's Hearts as ſeemeth good unto him; and 
in his Hands are the Appointments of Lite and Death. 
— To his Guidance, and to his Protection, I commend 
you, my dear Sir, and | 


Yours very fincerely, 


James HERVEx. 


LET T E'R U 


Dear Sir, Friday Night, 

I| Have ſent you the following Letter for your In- 
ſpe&ion, and ſhall make no, Remarks on myſelf, left 

I miſlead your Judgment. The Gentleman who wrote 
it means well, and is defirous of promoting the Inte- 
reſt of the Goſpel in the Way which he apprehends 
to be right; but he thinks differently from you and 
me, not only in his Notions of imputed Righteouſ- 
neſs, but of other evangelical Peculiarities.—T have 
tranſcribed his Letter and concealed his Name, that 
you may communicate your Remarks with more _ ree- 
om, 


— 


* Thus tranſlated by Mr. Francis. 
 « For Ridicule ſhall frequently prevail, | 
« And cut the Knot, when graver Reaſons fail,” 


+ P/alm il. 4. 


[ 302 ] | 
dom, than, perhaps, you would have done, had I not 


taken theſe Precautions to prevent your Diſcovery of 
my Correſpondent. 


My dear Friend, O8. 7, 1758. 
I !therſpoon's Eſſay on the Connection between the 
De&rine of Tuſtification by the imputed Righteouſ- 

neſs of Chriſt and Holineſ; of Life, dedicated to you, 
was lately put into my Hands.—You know that I have 
an unconquerable Diſlike to your favourite Expreſſion, 
THE IMPUTED RIGHTEOUSNESS OF CHRIST. I 
would on no Account have uſed it in any of my own 
Writings ; and I wiſh it was univerſally laid afide, par- 
ticularly by every Miniſter in his Pulpit ; becauſe I 
apprehend, the. Notions which the Generality of 
People conceive of the Inputed Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
has done as much Miſchief, efpecially amongit the 
lower Sort, to the Cauſe of Chriſtianity, as the Wri- 
tings of Infidelity have done amongſt thoſe of a higher 
Rank —This is my ſettled Opinion —- Infidels may be, 
and often have been convinced ; but Perſons of weak 
Minds, habituated to the Sound of the 1myvuTtD 
RicnTroOuUSNESS of CARISTH (a ſatisfactory Defini- 
tion of which very few can give) are not only ſteeled 
againſt all Conviction, but are too apt to diſregard 
Morality ; and to cenſure and deſpiſe every Preacher 
and Writer, who from Principle, or any other Cauſe, 
diſapproves of this Ca vr Term: Pardon me, for I 
really think it fo, and therefore cannot call it otherwiſe ; 
yet I own myſelf a great Admirer of Jither/voon's * El. 
ſay, I think it the beſt Defence of the Doctrine of 
Redemption that I have ever feen, my principal and 


almoft 
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* Witherſpoon's Eſſay on The Connection between the 
Doctrine of Fuſlification by the imputed Righteoiſneſs of 
Crit, and Holineſs of Life: with ſome Reflections 
upon the Reception which that Doctrine has met 
with in the World, (ſecond Edition) may be had of 


Millar in the Strand, or of Dilly in the Poultry, Price 
One Shilling. 
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almoſt only Objection is againſt the Phraſe, Inputed 
Righteoujneſs. It appears to me quite unſcriptural to 
ſpeak of the Rrghteouſne/ſs of Chrift being imputed to us, 
it is liable to great Abuſe, and it is not eaſily under- 
ſtood ;—nor am I ſatisfied to uſe it, notwithitanding 
all you have faid in its Defence; and all that ſo ju- 
dicious and excellent a Man as Dr. Doddridge (in his 
Sermons on Salvation by Grace) has faid to“ explain 
it. I fall in, however, with Mitberſpoon's Senti- 
ments, though I do not uſe his particular Phraſes, — 

and 


— 


* The Righteouſneſs of Chtiſt is in the Book of 
God imputed, or ſet down to the Account of all who 
are finally juſtified and ſaved, as that by which the 
Debt is balanced; and by which they are intitled to 
ſuch Favours as righteous Perſons might expect from 
God. - But then it is an invariable Rule in the divine 
Proceedings, that this Righteouſne/s or this Atonement 
and Satisfaction of Chriſt (for ] think it matters but 
little, by which of theſe Names it ſhall be called) be a 
means of delivering thoſe, and only thoſe who believe. 

Purſuant therefore to the Metaphor taken from 
Books of Account between Debtor and Creditor, when 
any particular Perſon believes, this is ſet down to 
his Account, as a moſt important Article, or as a 
Memorandum (if 1 may fo expreſs it) in the Book 
of God's Remembrance, that ſuch a one is now actu- 
ally become a Believer, and therefore 1s now entitled 
to Juſtification and Life by Chriſt. In this Senſe his 
Faith is imputed to him for Righteouſneſs; yet it is 
not regarded by God as the grand Confideration which 
balances the Account, or indeed as paying any of the 
former Debt, which it is impoſhble it ſhould ; but only 
as that, which, according to the gracious Conſtitution 
of the Goſpel, gives a Man a Claim to that which 
Chriſt has paid; and which God has graciouſly al- 
allowed as a valuable Conſideration, in regard to 
which he may honourably pardon, and accept all who 
ſhall apply to him in his appointed Way, or in the 
Way of humble believing. 


—— — 9 „ —_— — 
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and you will obſerve he himſelf often intermixes others 
to the ſame Purpoſe, as Page 17, the Saviour's Merit 
Page 21, vicarious Sufferings—Acceptance of 
the Golpel, Page 23. Doctrine of Chriſt crucified, 
his Aronement—Page 29. Flying to the Propitia- . 
tion of Chriſt Page 36, the Doctrine of Chriſt's Me- 
diation, &e. &c. By theſe it appeais, that it is 
not the Phraſe but the Thing. Juſtification by 
Chriſt alone, on which he lays the Streſs, ſee Page 70, 
Line 47, and his Arguments, will be equally forcible 
on any Man's Principles, who is not a S:cinian. —T be- 
lieve the Doctrine, as he has ſtated it, Page 1 5, though 
I ſhould not chuſe to uſe ſome of his Expreſſions.— 
His Remark, Page 61, Line 18, &c. is I think very 
juſt, and confirmed by many m-lancholy Facts —Page 
63, 64, 65, is perhaps too ſtrong. — I he ſame may 
be ſaid of other Syſtems ot Morality They who em- 
brace them, and live unluitably, ae Hypocrites, Page 
65, Line 2 and 3. 

Upon the whole, I heartily wiſh every Chriſtian, 
eſpecially every Miniſter in the Kingdom, would care- 
fully read this very uſeful Treatite of Witherſpoon's, 
and act accordingly ;—and if I had any, Acquaintance 
with him, though I am hopeleſs of bringing you over 
to my Sentiments, I would endeavour at leaſt to pre- 
vail on him to aboliſh the Phrale ImyuTED RiGguTe- 
OUSNESS in the next Edition-—and then his Book 
would be more extenſively uſeful. . 

I am, my dear Friend, (notwithitanding our diffe- 
rent Opinions in ſome religious Point) with much 
real Eſtec m, moſt affectionately and moſt fincerely 
yours, Sc. Cc. hw! 

So far my Correſpondent, whoſe Letter I ſhall 
forbear to anſwer till I hear your Sentiments ; which 
J ſhall expect by the firſt Opportunity.— l am ſure if 
the Phraſe Inputed Ri, hteouſneſs was not Riiftly deſen- 
ſible on ſcriptural Grounds, it ſhould never more be 
uled, either in the Pulpit, or in the Writings of, 

Dear Sir, your obliged Friend and Servant, 
J. Hervey. . 


LE T- 
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LETTER CXXII. 


Dear Sir, Meſton Favell, April 16, 1757. 
Elieve me your Letters are far from fatiguing me; 
they refreſh me even under my greateſt Weak- 
ne's. They tell me of Jetus, which was crucified, the 
only Cordial for my drooping Soul. 
What, do you thirk, is the Meaning of —But thts 
Hall be auith Burning and Fuel of Fire, Iſaiah ix. 5. Is 
M28D, a Subſtantive ? I ſhould rather take it for an 
Adjective, agreeing with x . Let the Interpretation 
of this Place fill the Caſe of your Letter. 
am raiſed indeed from my Bed, but not releaſed 
from my Chamber, after a violent Fever. The 
two preceding Sundays I have been unable to of- 
ficiate for myfelf ; and my Diſorder has left upon me 
ſo grievous a Cough, as makes my Days, efpecially 
my Nights, become Labour and Sorrow. —Pray favour 
me with the Continuation of your Thoughts. They 
chear and comfort me, in my languid Eſtate.— The 
two Sermons were tranſcribed, before this Sicknets 
ſeized me. And, ſince I have your Encouragement, 
they ſhall ſoon (if my Life is prolonged) he put to the 
Preſs. I propoſe to entitle them, The Time of Danger 
and the Way of Safety *®. The Lord God omnipotent 
accompany them with his Bleſſing ! Mean they are, 
as the Stones from the Shepherd's Sling : But I re- 
member it is written, they ſhall ſubdue with Sling- 
ſtones. In this Word do I trufl, in this Word do I 
comfort me.—May our Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, 


and God ever our FaTHER, give you, dear Sir, 
ever- 


—— — _—_— — 
—— 


Thbeſe Sermons wer? publiſhed in the Ju uſt fol- 
lowing, with another Faſt Sermon, in a neat Volume, 
together with his Confiderations on the prevailing Cuſ- 
tom of viſiting o Sundays: T'o which Volume is now 
added, The Miniſtry of Reconciliation, 


| 
[ 
| 
| 
| 
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everlaſting Conſolation, for all the Kindneſs yo 
have ſhewed to, | 
Your truly affectionate Friend, 

James HERVEY. 


LETTER CXXIV. 


My dear Friend, Wefton- Favell, May 19, 1757. 
Ccept my beſt Thanks for your welcome and va- 
luable Letter, it found me juſt releaſed from the 
Chamber of Sickneſs ; the Fever removed, the Cough 
abated, but my Strength like the bruiſed Reed, And 
now my Mind is a Fellow-Sufferer with my Body ; 
this being enervated, that is enfeebled. 
However, as I am delighted with your Criticiſms, 
Yive me Leave to propoſe another Text to your Con- 
ideration, which puzzled me much, as I was reading 
Yeſterday; you will find it in Zech. xiv. 6. 7. The 
Hebrew of the ſixth Verſe ſeems to be uncommonly 


A Sermon or two I am til] inclined to publiſh, In 
this and in all our Ways, may the God of all Wif- 
dom direct us and the God of all Grace proſper us, 
through Jeſus Chriſt. 

I have not the Honour of Lord D—'s Acquain- 
tance, but I hear that he is full of Grace, and valiant 
for the Truth ; a Lover of Chriſt, and an Ornament 
to his Goſpe! —Lady F is alive and full of good 
Works, and I hope grows up in him in all Things 
who is the Head. Dr. S-—— (whom you inquire 
after) ſtill reſides at N————; is in high Repute 
as a Phyſician, and I truſt does not forget or neglect 
the one Thing needful ; though the World, the ſmi- 
ling World, is a Syren. Lord, ſtop our Ears 
againſt its enchanting Song, and let our Eyes be blind 
to its inveigling Charms. —Mr. Moſes Browne executes 
his Miniſtry at O/zey with much Acceptance, | am in- 
formed, and with a good deal of Succeſs About ten 
Days ago Mr. P“ took a Family Dinner with me.— 
Our Converſation turned partly upon Points of Lite- 
rature, partly upon evangelical Subjects: O] that 

we 
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we may taſte the Sweetneſs, feel the Energy of the 
latter, and count all Things as Droſs in Compariſon of 
their tranſcendent Excellency !—Ts not your Interpre- 
tation of Zech. xiv. 6. 7. rather too forced ? Is not 
the following ſomewhat more natural and eaſy, if not 
more juſt ? 

It ſhall come to paſs in that Day, there ſhall not be 
Light, full and ſtrong, in Oppoſition to the Gloom of 
Night; but now Effulgence and Clearneſs of Viſion: 
anon Obſcurity and Dimneſs of Viſion : Yet it ſhall be 
one real, determinate Day ; whoſe Duration, whoſe 
Properties, and all whoſe Circumſtances, are known to 
the Lord. I] hus much he hath graciouſly revealed by 
his Prophet, that during the firſt Periods, the Morning 
and the Noon of this wonderful Diſpenfation, it ſhall 
not be entire Day nor entire Night, but a Mixture or 
Interchange of both. Sometimes Grace triumphant, 
ſometimes Sin rebelling in the Hearts of Believers. 
Sometimes Calamity darkening, ſometimes Proſperity 
brightening the State of the Church. However, at the 
Even-Tide, when ſuch an Appearance is leaſt expected, 
it ſhall be unmixed, prevailing, perfect Light. Then 
the Light of the Moon ſhall be as the Light of the Sun, 
and the Light of the Sun, as the Light of ſeven Days. 
Then the Earth ſhall be filled with the Knowledge of 
the Lord, and his People ſhall be all righteous. 

Freely cenſure, ſolidly correct this Interpretation, if 
you think it improper ; and give me Leave to expect, 
according to your own Appointment, a monthly Letter 
for the Comfort and Edification of, 

Dear Sir, 
Your very affectionate 
Friend and Servant, &c. 


LETTER CXXV. 


My dear Friend, Weflon-Favell, Aug. 6, 1757. 
Have been too tardy in acknowledging the Receipt 
of your Letter, which was very valuable, and de- 
ſerved Thanks, as ſpeedy as they are fincere— The 
true Cauſe of my Delay, is this; J have been prepar- 


ws 
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ing two or three Sermons for the Preſs, which to my 
enervated Hand, is really a Work of Toil; Yeſterday [ 
ſent them to London, and hope to ſee them in Print, 
within the Space of a Fortnight. I purpoſe to have 
ſome upon neat Paper, for the uſe of the Gentry, if 
God ſhall incline the Hearts of any ſuch Perſons to look 
into them ; and others upon worſe Paper, for the Be- 
nefit of the Poor, and the Conveniency of giving away. 
—As ſoon as they appear, you will give me Leave to 
ſend you a Copy; and if you ſhould like to give them 
among the Poor, Iwill ſend you a conſiderable Num- 
ber.— With them I intend to put into your Hands a 
Treatiſe lately publiſhed, under the Title of Letters on 
Theron and Ajpaſio, in two ſmall Volumes, Price Five 
Shillings.— The Author is a Scotchman, I preſume, be- 
cauſe they are printed at Edinburgh, and he gave Or- 
ders for a S-tt to be ſent to me from Edinburgh. He 
conceals his Name, and none that Iam acquainted with, 
are able to diſcover whoſe Work it is. There are ſome 


Strictures on my Performance; but by far the greateſt 


Part of the Book, is very wide from this Mark. Some 
Things are truly excellent, and ſome Animadverſions 
upon me are perfectly juſt, but others (if I miſtake not) 
are unfair and diſingenuous. The Manner of writing 
is by no Means deſpicable, rather elegant and ſpirited, 
than coarſe or dull. But there is ſuch an implacable 
Bitterneſs of Spirit, and ſuch an unchriſtian Virulence 
of Cenſure, againſt many of the beſt Men that ever 
lived, and beſt Authors that ever wrote, as much ſur— 
er. and greatly offends me. I think, I never ſaw a 

otion of Faith more lax, nor an Idea of Grace more 
exalted, than in this Book, However, I will not fore- 
ſtall your Judgment, but will defire your Acceptance 
of the Fiece, and your Remarks upon it. 

f your Account of the ancient Believers and their 
Knowledge of Chiiit be 1ight, then the Opinion of 
the Generality of Divines is wrong ; they ſuppoſe that 
the devout Jews ſaw in their Sacrifices, not barely a 
nobler Sacrifice to be offered up by the Saviour, but the 
Saviour himſelf ſuffering, bleeding, and dying. How 
will you reconcile with your Scheme, St. * De- 

| clara- 
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claration, the Goſpel was preached unto them, explain- 
ed by his Definition of the Goſpel, Chriſt died for our 
Sins? Heb. iv. 2. 1 Cor. xv. 3.—You ſay, © Does 
* MT any where fignify Effulgence ?” In Fob xxxi. 
27. you will find Ty bearing this Signification ; yet I 
mult confeſs, I am not thoroughly ſatisfied with my 
own Interpretation, it is too low and reſtrited.—For 
the Prophet is evidently foretelling a State of Things 
and a Stock of Knowledge, greatly ſuperior to any 
Thing enjoyed under the Jewi/> Diſpenſation ; and to 
this laſt, I think my Expoſition is moſt ſuitable, I 
hope you have a long Letter ready, and will not puniſh 
my Delay, according to the Rigour of the Law of Re- 
taliation. | 
I am, with unfeigned Gratitude, 
and cordial Affection, yours, 


James Hervey. 


Pray favour me with your Diſſertation on Job, his 
Time, his Country, and Religion. They are very 
curious Subjects, and you will enrich them with evan- 
gelical Truths. 


LET TEX CAXVE 


My dear Friend, Weſton- Fawell, Sep. 3, 1757. 
ANY Thanks for your laſt; I ſhall read it, and 

read it again, and the Lord give me a right 
Underſtanding of that moſt precious and important 
Chapter. 
I hope you will accompany my Sermons with your 
Prayers. to God, for a Bleſſing on them, the Reader, 
and the Writer ; and I ſhall be truly thankful for the 
Communication of any Remarks, Corrections or Im- 
provements, that may occur in your Peruſal of them. 
I his and any other of my Writings I ſhould be glad to 
have rectified, where they are wrong, enriched where 
they are impoveriſhed, becauſe, though ſuch Improve- 
ments may come too late to take Place, while I * 
they 


— 
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they. may, when I am + dead, be admitted, and enabl 
me to ſpeak more uſefully, 

What think you of the Method taken by a modern 
Critick, to interpret P/al. Ixviii. 30. Hoc in Laco, 
« Fera Arundinis, Cætus Robuſtorum, & Juvenci, ſunt 
% Leones, Tauri, Pecudeſque laſcivientes, five Tyranni 
* feroces inſolenteſque : quibus, continuata Tranſlatione, 
% addit Pſaltes NO) 'Y12 DDTIND hoc of.” [Here a 
Word is wanting in the Original, and not knowing what 
Author is referred to we could not ſupply it from thence] 
« gue de induſiria conculcantes & turbantes argenteos Ri- 
« dos ardentes nimirum & vaſlantes vici norum Fudæorum 
© Bona.” — The Author queries, whether yp" from 7 
currere, may, conſiſtently with the Propriety of the 
Hebrew Language, be interpreted a River; might he 
not alſo query, whether JD) is ever, among the He- 
brew Writers, and by Way of Adjective, uſed to de- 
ſcribe the Colour of the Waters? Homer, I remember, 


has | | 

Ilclap©- xaMuggs@ agu. 

But I am not certain, that any ſuch Expreflion gained 
Admittance into the School of the Piophets. Your 


Sentiments upon this Criticiſm, will entertain, in- 
ſtruQ, and oblige, 
Dear Sir, | 
your truly affectionate 
Friend and Servant, 


JAMES Hervey. 


LE T- 
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+ Mr. Hervey is now dead —and has left behind him 
a cortected Edition of Theron and Aſpaſio: Which, from 
a Conſideration of this Paſſage, it is hoped his Brother, 
in whoſe Hands that corrected Edition now is, will 
ſoon publiſh. Mr. Herwey has likewiſe wrote a Defence 
of his Theron and Aſpaſio, againſt the Objections of Mr. 
John W:ſ/ley, and others. —See Hage ix. of Mr Hervey's 
Life, prefixed to the Firſt Volume. 


7. 9 
LET TER CARS 


My dear Friend, Saturday Morning. 
OW fares it with you ?—Overwhelmed I find 
with Buſineſs !—but ftill, 1 truſt, remembering 
Chrilt, and eternal Ages. 
| think you reaſon well, and very ſtrongly on what 
you propoſe. —May the Wiſdom, from which nothing 
is hid, direct you in all your Undertakings !/=-may the 
Power, to which nothing is impoſſible, proſper your 
Preſcriptions for my Benefit, and that of others! [ 
aſſure you I ſhall ſteadily perſevere in the Uſe of them, 
and intend to begin very ſoon: Tho” a continued 
Cold and an unexpected Journey, have hitherto unfit- 
ted me from taking any Medicines of this Sort. —Mr. 
*** of whom you enquired after me Yeſterday, told 
me you imputed to 22 my Neglect in not ha- 
ving yet ſent your Preſcription to the Apothecary s 
and I am obliged to your Candour for aſcribing it to 
that Cauſe, and not to any Diſregard of your Advice: 
For I am perſuaded, | 


i Pergama dextra 
Defendi poſſent etiam Fac defenſa fuiſſent. 
Virg. En. II. 


I have juſt been reading Gerbard's Chriſtian Support 
under all Afflictiont ; and a moſt excellent Book it is. 
If your Medicines have not the defired Effect, I 
mult ſeek Relief from Him :—From Him do I fay !— 


from 


1 


— 


+ Gerhard was one of the moſt learned and beſt of 
Men.—This Book (Price 35. in 12mo) was originally 
wrote in Latin, but is tranſlated into various Langua- 
ges. It conſiſts of Contemplations on God's Love to 
Mankind ;— on the Benefits of Chriſt's Paſſion ; 
and on the Advantages of a hoiy Life, with a Prayer 
ſuited to every Meditation, —1 here is fuch a Warmth, 
Piety, and Solidity in this Work, as to render it ſupe- 
rior to almoſt every Thing of the Kind. 


8: 59 


from a Fellow Mortal !—Ah! what are all the Conſo- 
lations, that all the Creatures in the Univerſe can af- 
ford, in Compariſon of that grand Conſolation of our 
condeſcending Lord's, Ye are my Friends,” John 
x6. 424." Cd and inherit the Kingdom prepared 
„ for you,” Matt. xxv. 34. ** Where the Inhabji- 
« tants ſhall no more ſay I am ſick,” Ja. xxxiii. 24. 
—— And where there ſhall be no more Death nor 
4% Sorrow,” Rev. xxi 4. 

I am, my dear Friend, with great Eſteem, and un- 
der a due denſe of many Obligations, 

Molt attectionately, l 
and molt fincerely yours, 


James Hervey. 


LETTER CXXVII. 


My dear Friend, Saturday Morning. 

F you have any Law Books by you, I wiſh you 
I would look into the Indexes, and fee what Laws 
have been made to ſecure the Lord's. Day from Profa- 
nation. *Tis pity that theſe + ſhould be unknown to 
the 


. 


+ All Perſons who profane the Lord's- Day, are li- 
able to the following Penalties; and it is much wiſhed 
that the Magiſtrates would determine to put theſe Laws 
ih Execution with the utmoſt Strictneſs. 


By doing or executing any By the 29th Car. II. cap- 
Buſineſs or Work of 7. Ferſons convict 
their ordinary Callings hereof by View of a 
on the Lord's Day, or Juſtice of the Peace, 
any Part thereof,(Works | Confeſſion of the Party, 
of Neceſſity and Charity; or Witneſs, are to pay 

only excepted)—under% Five Shillings,, or be 
which Head is included | ut 1a the Stocks two 
Shaving On Sundays, 3 Licenſed Hou- 
which is a moſt ſhame- ſes beſides forfeit their 
ful and notorious Cuſ- Licences, 
tom, * By 


WoW 


the common People; and till a greater Pity, that our 
e of Peace ſhould not exert thzmſelves vigorouſ- 
y in an Affair of ſuch Conſequence to the preſent and 
eternal Welfare of their Fellow-Creatures, 1 wiſh a 
ſpirited Pamphlet was judiciouſly drawn up and pub- 
liſhed on this Occaſion ; ſetting the Sins of Ouiss io 
in a true Light. —lIt grieves me to think how much 
Good might be done, eſpecially by Gentlemen who 
have Leiſure and Abilities to plan Schemes for the pub- 
lick Benefit: But ſo far are they from applying them- 
ſelves in good Earneſt to promote Religion, that they 
too generally ridicule or difcourage any Attempts of 
this Kind. —Ah ! how little do they reflect, that the 
Night is coming on apace when no Man can work, 
Fohn ix. 4. and that for all theſe Things God will 
bring them into Judgment, 
Can you tell me who was the 1 Author of Tur 
DuTy of Reyroor? The moſt matetial Objections 
| P againſt 


By publick Crying, or | By the fame Act it is For- 
Expoſing to Sale any feiture of Goods ſo ex- 
Wares, Merchandize, poſed to Sale, 

Ee. 

By Idling, or Wandering \ By the ſame Act Five 
in Time of Divine Ser- Shillings, or Stocks 
vice, two Hours. 

ſ By 1ſt Fac. I. cap. 9. If 
convict of ſuch Permiſ- 

Alehouſe-keepers, Vint- ſion are to pay 10s. and 
ners, Inn-keepers, per- if convict of Drunken» 
mitting Tipling in their Þ nels, diſabled to keep 
Houles, an Alchouſe for three 

| | Years, by 21ſt Jac. I. 


L cap. 7. : 
+ The Duty of Reproef, is fold by Downing in Bar- 


' thalomew-cloſe, London, Price Three Pence. It is like- 


wiſe in the Catalogue of the Books diſperſed by the 
Society for promoting Chriſtian Knowledge. Mr. 
Herwvey was very delicate in his Manner of reproving 

| but 
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againſt reproving are there conſidered :—Some Cauti- 
ons and Directions are added—and in ſuch a Manner, 
as may facilitate the ſucceſsful Diſcharge of this Duty- 
A Duty too much neglected, though injoined us by 
no leſs Authority than the Scripture itſelf, which is 
profitable for Reproof. ** Reprove one that hath 
* Underſtanding, ſays Solemon, and he will under- 
* ſtand Knowledge,” Prov. xix. 25, And the Apo- 
ſtle Pau urges Timothy to reprove, rebuke, and ex- 
hort, with all long Suffering and Doctrine, 2 Tim. iv, 
2.— Indeed, — ak Friend, you are very deficient 
in this Duty of Reproof, tho' you have ſo many Op- 
. of doing it with the utmoſl Propniety. — 
ray read this little Pamphlet over and over again.— 


CCC — —„—̃—— 


| Weigh it thoroughly— you will then, through the 
15 Grace of God, be zealous in reproving others, and will 

| readily pardon the Freedom I have occafionally taken 
| in reproving you whom J ſo much love and value. 
You remember Sir George Lytileton's Lines, 


Some Merit's mine to dare to be ſincere, 
«© But greater yours Sincerity to bear.” 


Dr. Sherlock's Defence and Continuation of his 
Diſcourſe concerning tbe Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and our Union and Communion with him, was put in- 
to my Hands the other Day; but in my Opinion it 
| | is far from being a ſatisfactory “ Defence Anti- 


ara 


but as he thought it his Duty, he frequently reproved 

his Friends and others, either perſonally or by Letter. 

See ſtriking Inſtances of this kind, in Vol, I. Page 129, 

130—135—151, and Vol. II. Page 87— 176—195 
56 


—2 . 

Pr. Sherlock in his Defence, &c. c. Page 513. 
« I am charged with maintaining the Secinian Notion 
« of Juſtification, but it is no other than what the 
« Church of England owns and aſſerts —I have, ſays 
3 * he, Page 516, already vindicated moſt of thoſe Ex- 
| *: poſitions which my Adverſaries charge with Soctni- 
| 40 ani/m, 


» &S =o | 
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1 


exe Þ is an unanſwerable Book; and Dr. Sher lieb 
never was ſo gravelled in all his Life, az he was by 
the Publication of that witty, keen, and ſolid Perfor- 
mance, 

Do you know any one who has got Schmidius's Greek 
Concordance to the Greek Teftament * | am told it is 
well executed, and it muſt be very ſerviceable, as it 
ſhews at one View in what Senſe the ſame Word is 
uſed in different Paſſages. I will buy it, but ſhould 
be glad to ſee it firſt if you can borrow it for me. 

Bihop Patrick on Contentment and Reſignation, | here 
return you; as likewiſe Dr. Barrow on the ſame Sub- 
ject. 
| Baxter on Univer/a! and ſpecial Redemption, I maſt 
beg to keep a little longer, eſpecially as you tell me 
_ Sentiments and his are nearly the fame, ——Our 

riend Mr, * ** highly efteems this Bock; and he 
has ſent me Baxter s Apboriſius on Juſtification, which 
he has deſired me as they are explanatory of each 
other, to read at the ſame Time, —-Baxter in theſe 


Pieces, he tells me, ſteers a middle Courſe between 
, P 2 | | the 


— 
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© aniſm, as I have occaſionally met with them; but 
« Mr. Ferguſon in his Intereſt of Reaſon, &c, Page 
« 475, has put together ſome Texts which he thinks I 
« have ſo expounded, as to deſtroy their Evidence 
« for the Godhead of Chriſt: To which Charge Sher- 
% lock replies. —Again, Page 534, 1 have taken No- 
« tice of every Thing which was material in my Ad- 
% verſaries, and of too many Things which were not. 
„ have not particularly taken Notice of AnT180zz0, 
« becauſe there was no need of it; but whatever is 
«© conſiderable in it is anfwered in this my Defence. 
And he concludes Page 535, I am reſolved this 
« Controverſy ſhail never end in a Trial of Wit.“ 
A prudent Reſolution ! for Sherlock well knew, great 
as his Talents were, that A//op, the writer of Antiſoxxo, 
excelled him both in Wit and Argument. See Letter 
LXXIX, of this Volume. 
+ See Page 199 of this Volume. 
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the Scylla of Arminius's Syſtem, and the Charybis of 
Calvin's.— When I have read them with due Attenti- 
on, I ſhall, without Reſerve, communicate my Re- 
marks to you. 

Oh! my dear Friend, what need have we for Pray- 
er to be guided aright amidſt ſo many diffcrent Opini- 
ons, even of great and good Men. Arminius, Calvin, 
Baxter, all excellent Men in their Way! yet how di- 
vided in their Notions but Jeſus, that eternal Source 
of Love, will, I would charitably hope, bleſs all who 
ſincerely defire to magnify his holy Name, notwith- 
ſtanding their different Apprehenſions on theſe Points. 
— God of his unerring Wiſdom alliſt us in all our De- 
terminations! God of his infinite Mercy defend us 
from all Error, and grant, that we may be true Fol- 
lowers of our Lord and Saviour, who is a Light to ligh- 
ten the Gentiles, and the Glory of J/rae/! Whata 
comfortable Conſideration is it that there is ſuch a 
Light for my dear Friend, and for 

His moſt affectionately, 
and moſt inviolably, 


James Hervey, 


P. S. Pleaſe to lend me Staynoe s Inſirufion for the 
good Education of Children ; and Dr. Dodaridge on the 
Religious Education of Children. — I am now about wri- 
ting a little 4 Tract on that Subject. 


LETTER CxxIX. 


Dear Sir, MWeſten-Fawell, Monday Morning. 
Am much obliged to you for the Loan of Dr. 
Squire's Enquiry into the Foundation of the Engliſh ' 
Conflitution: The Performance ſeems to be curious, 
uſetul, 


—— 


+ Mr. Herwey had finiſhed his Tract on Education ; 
which is now in the Hands of his Brother Mr. William 
Hervey, Wine Merchant in Miles's-Lane, London, who 
has ſome Thoughts of publiſhing it. 
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uſeful, and intereſting.——But how intereſting ſoever 
the Subject may be to others, it can be very little ſo 
now to me; as my Indiſpoſition is daily increaſing, 
and muſt, in al; human Probability, ſoon put an End 
to my Being. 

In Spite of the ſarcaſtical Reflections you ſay are 
thrown upon me, I muſt recommend to every one 
Marfhall on San&ification, and Fenks's Submiſſion to the 
Righteouſneſs of God. — Theſe are with me the two fun- 
damental Books: Theſe teach vital Religion. Do 
they, who would decry Faith, and extol their good 
Works, diſtinguiſh themſelves by the Practice of them? 
If not, I wal beg Leave to ſay, they are Self- con- 
demned —OQOnly obſerve for the next Month (by their 
Fruits you will know them) the Conduct of thoſe, 
who are ſuch loud Advocates for the Merit, the Dig» 
nity of Man, and the Freedom of his Action; and of 
thoſe who rely on the active and paſſive Obedience of 
Chriſt. And then tell me ingenuouſly, which are the 
People that pay the greateſt Reverence to the Word of 
. God; and in particular to the fourth Commandment ?— 
Enquire which of them .uſe Family Prayer ?--whoſe 
Converſation is moſt edifying ?—which of them viſit 
and travel on Sunday and which of them paſs that 
holy Day as becomes thoſe, who have named the Name 
of Chriſt? I will be bold to ſay, that on an impartial 
Examination, the Majority will be found on the Side 
of thoſe, who embrace the Doctrine of the Imputation 
of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs ; and who expect Salvation by 
Him alone, and not by Deeds which they have done. 
— Yet I ſhould wonder how Men of Diſcernment (Men 
who one would think ſhould be daily ſenſible of their 
innumerable Failinęs) could poſſibly eſpouſe the oppo- 
lite Doctrines, had I not too many melancholy Proofs 
to the contrary,—You may ſafely confide in this Doc- 
trine ; for this, dear Sir, is not to be conſidered as the 
particular Opinion of James Herwey, but it is the ge- 
neral Opinion of our exemplary Reformers ; *tis the 
Doctrine ot our Articles and our Homilies —Will you 
ſay that our modern Moral-Chriſtians, if I may fo call 
them, are to be ſet in Competition with Er = 

thele 
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theſe? I appeal to Fact Mark the Effect of preach- 
ing mere Morality, and of preaching the Grace 

Chriſt.— hut ſo long as the Devil is ſuffered to de- 
ceive the Nations, and ſo long as the Heart is uncon- 
vinced of Sin, we may aſſure ourſelves, the Doctrines 
of Juitification by Chrift's Righteouſneſs, and Salvati- 


on by free Grace, will meet with Oppoſition. Thete- 


fore St. Paul exhorts Timothy, Aywnge Tov Kane arywra 
ru mrs, To Fight the good Fight of Faith; 
it is an Addreſs to a Combatant, and ſuppoſes a Con- 
flit; a noble Conflict, xa, the fineſt Word in the 
moſt expreſſive Language, importing all that is good 
and great, let us not then be aſhamed of the Cauſe. 
My Cough is very troubleſome=—l can get little 


| Reft—Medicines E no Relief but my never fail- 


ing Cordial is the Love of Chriſt, 
Religion bears my Spirits up, 
A faithiul and unchanging God 
Lays the Foundation for my Hope, 
n Oaths +,—in Promiſes 1 —in Blood ||. 
Watts's Hymns, Book I. 


Staynee (fee Page 101) whom you enquire aſter, 
was a good Man, a Tutor at Trinity College, Oxford, 
and afterwards Rector of St. Leonard Fo/ler-Lane ; and 
in the Year 1704, publiſhed in two Volumes OQavo, 
his Treatiſe on Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt, Mine is the 
ſecond Edition: — It is no contemplible Book, though 
the Style is rather too prolix, and he has ſome peculiar 
Notions. —But who has ever ſeen a faultleſs Book ?— 
All Writers have their Failings more or leſs. No 
Mortal is exempted from them; not even Homer, 
Virgil, or Milton himſelf. This ought to teach us 


Candour and Humility in ſuch a State of Imperfection: 


and above all it ſhould inſpire us with a reverential 
Admiration of the Book of God, whick alone is free 


from Error; by which we are guided into all Truth; 


and 


+ Heb. vi. 17.—f 2 Pet. i. 4.—|| Rev. i. 5. 
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and in, which we are promiſed eternal Life ; procured 
for us by the Righteouſneſs, Sufferings, and Mediati- 
on of Jeſus Chriſt— I wiſh, moſt heartily wiſh, you 
may ſufficiently regard this ineftimable Book; and then 
you will be like the Tree planted by the Water Side, 
which bringeth forth its Fruits in due Scaſon; and 
like that happy Man of whom it is written by the 
P/almifl, ** Look! whatſoever he doetb it ſhall proſ- 

gs 

F I am, my dear Friend, 


affectionately, and unalterably yours, 


James Hervey. 
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